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From the Pastor’s Lap Top:
Last month we all looked in horror on our tv screens as Afghan citizens
were desperately trying to flee the oppressive Taliban regime in Afghanistan
as the fall of that country was imminent. That image of hundreds and thousands at the Kabal airport running beside or clinging to the wing of a U.S.
cargo plane as it taxied down the runway heightened that sense of helplessness to save themselves and others. It was a nightmare scene many were
comparing to the fall of Saigon in Vietnam as many of the citizens of that country too were trying to flee as well.
There is no easy answer for that region of the world that has for thousands of years used their
own distorted image of God as a tool to oppress its own people. Inevitably, it really isn’t about
God at all, but about their own selfish control and power.
It should not come as a surprise that even in Christian circles God can be taken out of context
in a way that was never meant to be taken. Some use it in a way God never intended.
As a result, the Good News ceases to be Good. We easily become pharisaic in expecting people
to follow our own interpretations and condemning them while we ourselves secretly “fall from
grace and pray for forgiveness and mercy.” Christianity ceases to be about a grace-filled, compassionate and merciful God to one who uses religious beliefs as a whipping tool.
Jesus said, “Judge NOT, lest Ye be Judged!” Also, before you pass judgement look at the “log
in your own eye before you condemn the splinter in another!” That being the case, I will until
my last breath on this earth err on the side of unconditional love.
That does not mean that we simply take a “blind eye” to one who is headed down a road to nowhere. We want to help people whether their brokenness is self inflicted or due to circumstances beyond their control.
If our motive is to simply lift up rather than tear down, we are doing kingdom work. However,
if I am using God to lift myself up rather than elevating Christ, I am my own idol.
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I read and I believe that all of scripture in the OT and
the NT should be looked at through the lens of the
God who came in human flesh and gave himself
away for all peoples. That is what a God who is our
creator, redeemer and Sustainer does. God is not on
some power trip to control us. However, God does
want us to receive him into our hearts so that
“goodness and mercy” may live within us and
“goodness and mercy” be that which we live out in
(Continued on page 2)
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In Person Worship!

community with our neighbors at home and
abroad. Love is how God in Jesus saved and
still saves people!!!
These are words worth pondering for such a
time as these!

In case you haven’t heard... We are now back to
all worship services at 8:30, 9:15 and 11:00
am! No need to sign up! Just show up!!
Due to current CDC guidelines everyone is now
asked to wear a mask. There will be no children’s
church or nursery available so your children will
have to remain with you during the service, however outdoor Children’s Sunday School is now being offered at 10 am.
As always, if you have any questions or need
some help feel free to call the church at
540.992.3030 or email Erin or Pastor Terry.

God’s blessings to you always!
Pastor Terry

September 2021
Hello friends,
As I’m writing today, I am celebrating being another year older. Wiser? Don’t
know about that!

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL!!!
The Roundtable and Calvin's Hat Sunday
School classes are now meeting every Sunday
at 10 am. ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND!!
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!!

Readings from my devotionals for today have
given me a challenge, a kind of “New Year’s
Resolution” type of challenge. I’m being reminded that God is continually calling me to a
closer walk with Him, but my life-long, well entrenched habits keep getting in the way! God
also reminds me that He offers healing for the
broken in me (body, mind, heart, life and relationships) as I take steps to live ever closer.

Studying the Bible at Home
Reading the Bible: Daily scripture readings
taken from the Common Lectionary are listed on
the newsletter calendar.
Daily Devotions: The September/October Upper Room is available for pick-up at the church,
please call before dropping by. If you can’t come
by a copy will be mailed to you, please contact the
church (992-3030) to request one. If you do have
a computer these are available daily online, just
go to www.upperroom.org and click on the devotion. No need to sign up, just scroll down for the
devotion.

So, the challenge is to work on my habits of
prayer, study, giving and fellowship in order to
draw ever closer to my Heavenly Father! With
the help of the Holy Spirit every day I will begin
with these two scriptures,
But grow in the grace and knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 3:18)

Women’s Fall Bible Study

Show me your ways, Lord, teach me your paths.
(Psalms 25:4)

The Women’s Fall Bible Study will begin on
Tuesday, September 14th at 10 am. We will
meet in person in the Fellowship Hall wearing
masks or outside at the church. We will decide
as a group the best way to meet that will be
Covid Safe. The study will be “Forgiving What
You Can’t Forget” by Lysa TerKeurst. The video
will be sent to you via email. You have a Study
Guide that you will work on each week. When
we meet, we will discuss the video and personal
study. The Study Guide will be $10.00. They
will be ordered for you and you will pay Susan
Wagner for them when you come to class. If
you would like to be a part of the class, email
Susan Wagner at susanbwagner59@gmail.com.

May God bless you with His peace,
Peggy Lootens

Online Worship!
Every Sunday!
A Worship service is posted on Facebook and a
link is Emailed to those who are on our
Wednesday updates list. If you’d like to sign up
for the updates please contact the church office.

2

 news  announcements  news  announcements  news 
nity, we all have a part to play as a church family. For those of you who have been regular financial contributors during covid, we thank
you. If you have not given recently, we encourage you to remember your church and its missions and to give as you are able. Beyond direct financial contribution there are many other
ways to contribute to the ongoing vitality of our
church: extend a friendly invitation to a face
you miss seeing on Sundays or let a friend/
neighbor know what you love about St. Marks
and invite them to join you, contact Erin and
volunteer to support Sunday worship activities,
participate in one of the many existing mission
activities or even start a new one, volunteer
with our youth or children’s ministries, the list
goes on and on. We know that there is still so
much more for us to accomplish together as we
serve as the body and hands of Christ!

Finance Update
Summer 2021
Greeting fellow St. Mark's friends and
neighbors!
As summer is wrapping up and life is continuing on the path back to normal, the finance
committee wanted to provide an update on finance related matters for the church. The last
~17 months have been a challenging and unusual time in so many ways. Through this time
many steps have been taken to keep our financial position as stable as possible. These steps
include: receiving 3 months of mortgage relief
for the Family Life Center loan from our lender,
applying for and receiving 2 separate loans from
the payroll protection program (the first of
which has been forgiven -- this is expected for
the second loan as well), as well as working to
reduce expenses so that our year to date spending is ~$25,000 under budget. We also continue
to benefit from the lower interest rates and reduced monthly payments from the Jan 2020 refinanced mortgage. However, even with these
measures the overall reality is that giving levels
were reduced during the past 17 months and
have yet to recover to pre-covid levels. As of
July month end reports we have a 2021 deficit
of $18,115.

Yours in Christ,
St. Mark's Finance Committee
Clayton Williams (Chair)

Giving Options: Additional Details
Did you know that there are lots of ways to donate to St. Mark’s, even if you miss being with
us on Sunday morning? Mail delivery is always
an option: the Church's Address is 19 Cedar
Ridge Dr, Daleville VA 24083. Online giving is
perhaps the most convenient option and can be
accessed through the church's website (http://
stmarksmethodist.com/giving). Online giving
can be accomplished through either checking or
savings accounts as well as with a credit
card. If you set up an online account, you are
provided with the option to give "one time" or to
setup recurring weekly or monthly giving. If
you prefer to not set up an account, you still
have the option to make a one-time gift at any
time. Have a question about how to give
online? Just give the church a call and we’ll be
happy to help!

The deficit is the bad news but the good
news is that 2021 is not over yet and we still
have time to work together as a congregation to
close this gap. Continuing with positive notes,
we have had more and more in attendance at
service each Sunday. Additionally, many
church programs have also begun to return to
more typical and frequent activity in recent
months and others continue plans for returning
soon. With this return to “the new normal” for
our church, it is important to ensure we are
properly prepared to financially support these
activities. In addition to supporting the ministries within our church we recognize that there
is continuing need in our community and some
need has become even greater due to covid. We
want St. Mark’s to be in a position to continue
our commitment to ongoing missions as well as
provide even greater service to our community.
To meet this dual focus goal of nurturing
our internal church community and providing
for the needs of our greater external commu-

Prayer Chain
Did you know that we have prayer warriors behind the scenes praying for our church family
and their friends and family. We also pray for
ministries and situations. This is done via email. If you would like to be one of our prayer
warriors, contact Susan Wagner at susanbwagner59@gmail.com
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hungry people all over the world If we have
enough volunteers, we will not have to stay as
long either. Look for sign up sheets when you
come to worship or go to the St. Mark’s website
to sign up.

Prayer Concerns
Please lift up in prayer the following...
• The family of Jim Goodwin
• Those going back to school
• GriefShare as they begin a new session
• For all those who are ill or emotionally exhausted
• Afghanistan, our soldiers who are returning home and our veterans who served
there
• For Haiti to recover from the earthquake
• For the wildfires to cease

Diner’s Group And LOA
The Diner's next meeting at the church will be
on Tuesday, October the 5th at 11 am as
Brenda will be away on vacation during September. More details to follow.
In other news, LOA is working with Feeding
America to help low-income seniors (60 or
older) by providing them with a food box one
time a month. It includes healthy foods such
as canned chicken, cheese, peanut butter, oatmeal, canned fruit/vegetables, etc. The senior's
monthly income must be below $1396. If you or
someone you know could benefit from this program, please call Brenda at 309-9898 for the
application.

GRIEFSHARE Continues
GriefShare is a small support group offering
hope and encouragement for those who have
lost someone they love through death. St.
Mark’s UMC began a new cycle of classes on
Thursday, August 19. There are 13 classes
which will continue through December 2, skipping the week of Thanksgiving. The class will
be offered at two times, from 10-11 am or 6:307:30, in person with masks and distancing optional as you choose.
Videos will be available to watch on line, so preregistration will be necessary in order to be
given access to watch them before each class.
You can call the church office (540-992-3030)
or Peggy Lootens (276-759-1485) for more information. Registration forms are available on the
St. Mark’s website: St. Mark’s UMC Daleville
Va. Click on the 3 bars above the picture and
you will find the registration form under Healing & Recovery, then GriefShare. Books will be
at the church if you want to pick one up before
watching the video. They will also be available
at class.
All are welcome whether you are new to the
program or you have come before. There really
is hope and healing when we share the journey.

LOA and the Botetourt Library are collaborating
on a Pen Pal program, as well, to help with social isolation in seniors. If you know of someone
who might benefit from making a new friend by
mail, please call Brenda at the above number.
Keep all our seniors in your thoughts and
prayers during this stressful time.

Meals On Wheels Needs
Volunteers
St. Mark's proudly hosts Meals on Wheels every
week day. As more and more seniors are becoming home-bound they are doing their part
in helping them live independently in their own
homes. If you would like to be a Meals on
Wheels volunteer and deliver meals to our
neighbors in Southern Botetourt please contact
Brenda at 540-309-9898.

TAME Meal
Packing

Prayer Shawl Ministry

We will be packing the Rise
Against Hunger meals on Saturday, September 18th from
9:00-2:00. You don’t have to
be there the whole time if you
have other commitments.
Come when you can. These meals go to feed

St. Mark’s Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the last
Thursday of every month at 1 pm. The members gather to talk, pray and make prayer
shawls which they then give to people who have
need of prayer and comfort. If you’d like more
information or would like to join us call Nancy
Hamblin (992-5505).
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Serve During Worship

UMM News

Would you like to help in worship on Sunday
mornings? As we continue to open up a little
more we would like to have those in the congregation who are willing to lend a hand, do so! If
you would like to read scripture, do the welcome, acolyte (not JUST a job for our young
people), set up communion, greeters etc. we
would be SO appreciative. Please contact Becky
Arthur in the church office (992-3030) if you
would like to help, in what capacity, and during
which service and she will be happy to set you
up to serve!

The St. Marks Methodist men will meet in person at the church at 6 pm on September 13.
We will have a bible study and also discuss future plans.

UMW News
At our Annual Summer Dinner-Out on August 9, we had
25 UMW members and
guests join together at Bellacino’s in Daleville. We enjoyed delicious food
in their separate dining room and savored the
spontaneous laughter, story-telling and just
plain fun at being together again.

TAKE A JOYFUL JOURNEY IN 2021

COMING UP . . . Important Dates !

Don't miss out on a JOYFUL JOURNEY in
2021. There are two opportunities left for
you to join us for Christian fun and fellowship.
(1) The Smoky Mountains of Tennessee Sept. 21-24. ($559 - double, $748 - single)
Included: 3 nights lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, 4 shows at Country Tonite Theatre,
Smoky Mt. Opry, Charlie Bob Smith Morning Variety Show, Hatfields & McCoys Feud
Titanic museum
Smoky Mt. Tour
Visit to Alcatraz East Crime Museum
The Island
Free Time in Downtown Gatlinburg
Luggage handling
Taxes and meal gratuities
Motorcoach transportation and driver's tip

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 - 6 pm, Fellowship
Hall : From our UMW Program Book's
theme, "Knitted Together for God's Good
Work", we will explore our service to our
church family and the community. We will look
at our St. Mark's Vision Statement and discuss
the process we went through in developing the
statement and who we are in "equipping caring courageous disciples." We will also look
at some other areas and what they mean as we
reboot from the pandemic and welcome a new
pastor. We are knit together in service to our
Savior in all the ways we are in ministry as
United Methodist Women -- and also the family
of St. Mark's.
MONDAY, OCTOBER 11 : Our program will
be our annual WORLD THANK OFFERING. Since 1881, United Methodist Women and
our foremothers have used this Offering to give
thanks to God for our blessedness and to share
our love with others. As one of the six channels
of giving, the World Thank Offering supports
United Methodist Women-related National Mission institutions and projects, and international
ministries. This channel of mission allows for
us to give out of God’s abundance with spontaneous gifts of gratitude and thanks. As we
learn more about our Missions, we give because
we have received; we give because we are grateful; we give because we can make a difference.

(2) Wohlfhart Haus Dinner Theater, Wytheville, Va., Dec. 1 "Christmas in the Mountains" , $82.50
Included: dinner ( matinee), Christmas show,
Bus transportation (Sunshine), driver's tip.
Registration forms, sign up sheets, and all information are on the bulletin board on the wall
in the hallway to the left of the sanctuary. Contact Julia Greer at 540-330-7933 if you have
any questions or want more information.
Make checks payable to JOYFUL JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB.

All St. Mark’s Women are invited to join us
for our UMW meetings and gatherings !
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The Leavers: A Novel/Social Action/2022 Hard
Copy & CD

St. Mark's
Cookbooks

The Moment of Lift/Leadership/2022 Hard
Copy & CD

Fall is almost here -- but warm
weather and picnics still await
us. So think outside the Internet
and Google for your recipes, and
get one of these wonderful St.
Mark's cookbooks. You can leaf
through the pages and explore many types of
tasty dishes from our great St. Mark's
cooks. The Cookbooks are only $5. To get a
copy for yourself or some to give as gifts, please
contact the Church Office.

The Reason: How I Discovered A Life Worth Living/Spiritual Growth/2017
The Time Is Now: A Call to Uncommon Courage/Spiritual Growth/2022
Trouble I’ve Seen/Nurturing/2018
Children’s Books
RED/Leadership/2019
She Persisted: 13 American Women Who
Changed the World/Social Action/2022

WE STILL HAVE Pecans -- but
not too many !

The Watcher/Nurturing/2020

These delicious pecans from Whaley’s Pecan
Company in Troy, Alabama, are packaged as
halves in 1-pound bags. Cost: $13 per
pound. Be sure and get several
bags for your Fall and Winter
baking -- they freeze well and
last a long time. Contact Mona
Tolley (992-3496) or Donna
Henderson (992-5333) to get
yours.

Remember 9/11 By Donating Blood

UMW Reading Program

September 11th, 2021
8 am to 2 pm

Questions?
Contact Linda Koloda 992-2744

St. Mark’s UMC
Family Life Center
We still have openings for Power Reds & early
afternoon appointments.
For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.
org,
call 1-800-733-2767, or call Don or Susan
Rose Ditzler at 540-977-2675.

Hard Copy
Feathered/Leadership/2018
Glimpses of Heaven: Gods Gifts of Grace in
Daily Life/Spiritual Growth/2022

Masks are required.

Passing It On: How to Nurture Your Children’s
Faith/Nurturing/2018

People who donate will be entered in a drawing
for 4 gift cards. The drawing pool will only be
people who donate at St. Mark’s on 9/11.

Six by Ten: Stories from Solitary/Social Action/2020
Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless
Compassion/Nurturing/2022 Hard Copy & CD

Blood is desperately needed. You can help!

5



Children’s Ministries 

Children’s Ministries



Let's get back to the heart of what matters
most! Simply help your kids love Jesus and
each other.

A letter from Kathleen
Hello Friends!
I am gonna keep it short and sweet this month.
We are adapting! Take a look at what’s new,
what’s the same, and what is to come! Keep
your eyes on your emails for more information
and opportunities to connect with Children’s
Ministries!
Sending Love and Grace,
Kathleen
Upcoming Events:
FROGS and Tadpole KickOFF: Sept 26th from 5-7 pm
and continuing every 2nd and
4th Sunday of each month. Join
us for food, fun, and fellowship!
Each program is filled with dynamic activities
filled with love and learning! Dinner is served!
Registration is live and found on SMUMC website

Simply Loved curriculum was created with the
truth found in 1 John 4:7 in mind which says,
'Dear friends, let us continue to love one another, for love comes from God. Anyone who
loves is a child of God and knows God.”
Every Sunday from 10-10:45 am.
If you are interested in leading or assisting with Sunday School please contact Kathleen.
Safe Sanctuary Training: Anyone working with
children or youth need to be Safe Sanctuary
Trained. If you have been unable to attend our
most recent trainings or need your training renewed, please reach out! We will do our best to
provide various trainings to accommodate varying schedules.
Scripture Reading: I would like to get the kids
more involved in our virtual worships. If any of
your kids would like to read the scripture for
virtual worship, please let me know!

New Sunday School Curriculum!: Introducing
“Simply Loved”
“Simply Loved - Where Kids
Experience God's Greatest
Gift
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Youth news  Birthdays  Youth news  Anniversaries
As Covid allows we will follow the
schedule below, we want to maintain the safety of the youth in the
group and their families. Events
can be changed with less than a
weeks notice as we watch the
numbers, but we will update via
the group message and Facebook.
If you want to be added to either please let me
know.
Starting September we will be off Labor Day Weekend!
Sept 11th we will continue our outdoor Movie Series we had to postpone The Star! So now Christmas in September! Meet at 7:30 for it to begin at 8.
Sept 19th we will be doing a neighborhood prayer
walk and handing out information on our church
and missions to the houses in our neighborhood.
The church groups are invited to join us, also if
there is any information you would like us to include please let me know by September 11th. This
will be during youth time from 5 pm to 7 pm.
September 26th we will have an outdoor meeting
by the picnic tables with fellowship and discussion.
Be ready to talk about the Be Attitudes, from 5 to 7
pm.
Oct 3rd we will continue to meet outside to study

being Made IN Gods Image from 5 to 7 pm.
Oct 9th Last Outdoor Movie for the Year
Oct 16th outdoor Service project/retreat at Alta
Mons we will be spending the day doing service of
closing the cabins and hiking, games and outdoor
cooking.
Also in October the Youth have already discussed
how excited they are for Trunk or Treat and to create another trunk.
November our Big Project will be to do a Thanksgiving Food Pounding for the Roanoke Rescue Mission.
December, we look forward to working with the
church again for Drive thru Christmas Lights.
As we continue through this time of worry and uncertainty, we continue to be know for being the
Beacon of Light on the Hill. As Shipyard Ministry
continues in ministry it may not look the same as
being a semester planned completely, but of being
the Beacon of Light and Leaving the Harbor to do
Ministry. This is not the end it is only just the beginning.
If you have any mission opportunities or anything
we can pray for please let us know at shipyardyouth@gmail.com.

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM

Website: www.stmarksmethodist.com
E-mail: Rev. Terry Clark: terryclark@vaumc.org
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com
Erin Huddleston: StMarksErinH@gmail.com
Asherah Capellaro: ajcapellaro@gmail.com
Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com
Kathleen Nettnin: konettnin@gmail.com

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
19 Cedar Ridge Drive
Daleville, VA 24083
Phone: 540-992-3030

8

September 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1
Psalm 144:9-15; Song of
Solomon 8:5-7; Mark 7:923

5
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
NO Youth
Isaiah 35:4-7a; Psalm 146;
James 2:1-10, (11-13), 14-17;
Mark 7:24-37

6
Church Office is
Closed
Psalm 73:1-20; Proverbs 8:32-9:6; Hebrews 11:29-12:2

7
8
Psalm 73:1-20; Proverbs Psalm 73:1-20; Proverbs
11:1-31; Hebrews 12:3-13 14:1-9; Matthew 17:14-21

Labor Day

12

13
United Methodist
Men 6 pm

14
Women’s Bible Study
10 am

United Methodist
Women 6 pm

Psalm 73:21-28; Proverbs 25:1-28; Colossians
3:1-11

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 116:19; James 3:1-12; Mark 8:27- Psalm 73:21-28;
Proverbs 22:1-21;
38
Romans 3:9-20

2
GriefShare 10 am
GriefShare 6:30 pm
Psalm 125; Proverbs 1:119; Romans 2:1-11

9
GriefShare 10 am
GriefShare 6:30 pm
Psalm 19; Proverbs 15:117; Hebrews 11:17-22

Fri

Sat

3

4
Psalm 125; Proverbs
Psalm 125; Proverbs 8:1-31; Matthew
4:10-27; Romans
15:21-31
2:12-16

10
Psalm 19; Proverbs
19:24-29; James
2:17-26

11
Red Cross Blood
Drive 8 an-2 pm
Outdoor Movie
7:30 pm
Psalm 19; Proverbs
21:1-17; Matthew
21:23-32

15th Sunday after Pentecost
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
NO Youth

Thu

15
Psalm 73:21-28; Proverbs
29:1-27; John 7:25-36

16
GriefShare 10 am
GriefShare 6:30 pm
Psalm 1; Proverbs 30:110; 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

17
Psalm 1; Proverbs
30:18-33; Romans
11:25-32

23
GriefShare 10 am
GriefShare 6:30 pm
Psalm 124; Esther 1:1-21;
Acts 4:13-31

24
25
Psalm 124; Esther
Serve at the
2:1-23; Acts 12:20-25 Buchanan Food
Pantry 8:30-11 am

18
Rise Against Hunger 9 am-2 pm
Psalm 1; Ecclesiastes 1:1-18; Matthew
23:29-39

16th Sunday after Pentecost
19
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth 5-7 pm
Jeremiah 11:18-20; Psalm
54; James 3:13 - 4:3, 7-8a;
Mark 9:30-37

20
SPRC 7 pm

21
Women’s Bible Study
10 am

22
Psalm 128; Ecclesiastes
5:1-20; John 8:21-38

Psalm 128; Proverbs
27:1-27; James 4:8-17 Psalm 128; Ecclesiastes
4:9-16; James 5:1-6

Psalm 124; Esther
3:1-15; Matthew 5:1320

17th Sunday after Pentecost
26
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth 5-7 pm
FROGs 5-7 pm
Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 2429; Psalm 19:7-14; James
5:13-20; Mark 9:38-50

18th Sunday after Pentecost

27
28
Psalm 140; Esther 4:1- Women’s Bible Study
10 am
17; 1 Peter 1:3-9
Psalm 140; Esther 5:1-14;
1 John 2:18-25

29
Psalm 140; Esther 8:1-17;
Matthew 18:6-9

30
GriefShare 10 am
Prayer Shawl Ministry
1 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

31
Psalm 26; Job 2:113:26; Galatians 3:2329

