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My St. Mark’s familyIt’s amazing to me that, as I write this, it’s already been 6 weeks since Katy,
the girls, and I arrive at St. Mark’s. Thank you all so much for making this
summer such a wonderful time to move to the community and start to know
folks.
Though summer is nearing an end- that’s ok. Autumn is my favorite season- and
its nearly here! The leaves will start changing, the apple cider will start flowing,
and best of all- football will be back!
That’s why I’m so excited for our Fall worship series- “Put Me in Coach!” Join us
for the kickoff on Sunday, September 10th. In the weeks that follow, we’ll be talking about how Coach Jesus prepares us for the game of life. How do we practice
our Christianity to get ready for the big game? Who are our teammates, and how
do we support each other? Christianity is a contact sport- Jesus needs us to make
contact with others in his name.
When it’s game time, will you be ready to play for Coach Jesus? Join us on Sundays this fall to get ready!
Strength and Wisdom,
Pastor Justin
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On August 9th I
stood in the middle
of the street with my
3-year-old daughter
Madeleine
and
waved to the back of
a big yellow bus
that was driving students—including my two
step-daughters—to the start of their new year
at school. Two thoughts went through my
mind: 1. I still can’t believe the kids in Botetourt County go to school so early! 2. Where
did this summer go?? And then I remembered:
This summer I packed my yellow duffle bag and
left my husband Jeff alone with three girls, two
dogs, seven ducks, two goats, and the grossest
cat in the world for most of July. During that
time I had the amazing experience of starting a
training program with a group of church administrators called The Church Network (or
TCN). For one week I was at their National
Conference in National Harbor where all of the
participants from The Church Network—
including staff members from the largest
United Methodist Church in the country—
gathered in order to meet each other, learn,
and share knowledge together. Then for two
weeks I stayed on the campus of Union Presbyterian Seminary in order to complete an intensive training which kick-started a Church Administrator’s Certification process.
The education during these three weeks of
training was invaluable! It seemed like everything was covered until each presenter expressed their concern that there was more to
learn and not enough time to learn it! We
talked about everything from web presence to
empowering laity—facilities management to our
desperate need to celebrate when we see God
working in our midst. It felt like the student’s
equivalent to drinking from the fire hose!
As St Mark’s continues to grow it is with joyful
anticipation that I refer to my notes! What
should we be looking for as we greet new
guests? What does a user-friendly website
really look like? How do we celebrate what God
has done through us and still keep our ears
ready to listen and our eyes ready to see what
God is planning for us in the future? I can’t
wait to put what I’ve learned to use and to keep
learning from our congregation!
Thank you so much for the opportunity to be a
student in order to glorify God’s kingdom and

help equip caring courageous disciples at St
Mark’s!
Peace,

Erin
CALLING TO
INTENTIONAL PRAYER
Similar to New Year’s, when school resumes and we have a new pastor, there
are thoughts of new beginnings with
hopes and dreams for a “better” year.
Yet, when we watch the news and see all
the hatred, tragedy and unrest in the
world, it is easy to become discouraged.
Our VA conference sent out a call to PRAYER
after the violence erupted in Charlottesville;
pray for the victims and the instigators. However, we could be called to PRAYER daily by
substituting other places where anger has
caused much pain. We’ve read the end of The
Book and we know God wins, but in the meantime we are still dealing with troubling stuff!
God’s love is the antidote for hatred, the light
into the darkness. But what does that call us
to do? Jeremiah 29:13 tells us that if we seek
God with our whole heart, we will find Him.
Our mission statement says we intend to
Equip Caring Courageous Disciples. As we
vision our future of becoming this kind of follower of Jesus, we know the world needs us to
be exactly that. How can we continue to grow
spiritually and meet the challenges of our
world?
INTENTIONAL. Ponder that word. Pastor Justin
used that word recently in his sermon. How do
we seek to INTENTIONALLY grow our faith?
What do we seek to do that INTENTIONALLY
spreads God’s love around us every day? Yes,
we can pray about all of this, but how can we
pray more INTENTIONALLY and effectively?
We at St. Mark’s have intentional prayer happening with our prayer chain, the prayer shawl
ministry, and the Wednesday morning prayer
and communion service. But, is there more we
can do? Would you like to join me in exploring
this question? Tuesday evening September 12,
at 7:00 pm, come and help me ponder this
question about how we can grow as disciples
through INTENTIONAL PRAYER.
In Christ,
Peggy Lootens (276-759-1485) Lay Leader
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cure plus you can enjoy the fellowship while
you work.

Java with Justin!
Are you interested in joining St. Mark’s? Maybe
you have some questions about what makes the
United Methodist Church unique? What does it
mean to be a member? What do Methodists believe?
Pastor Justin will be teaching a new member
class from Sept. 17-Oct. 1 at 10 am during the
Sunday School hour. We’ll talk about how the
United Methodist Church is designed, what our
beliefs are, and what makes St. Mark’s special!
For those who wish to join the church, we’ll
welcome new members on Sunday, Oct. 8.
Bring your coffee and your questions!

Financial Update
The wonderful missions and
ministries of St. Mark's are
only possible because of
your support! Through the
end of July, our giving was
$217,310 toward the annual
budget of $445,475.
We
need everyone to do their
part to meet our goal!

Adult Fellowship Luncheon

NEW TIME FOR ECCLESIA!

Adults of all ages are invited and most welcome to
join us Wednesday, September 6th at 11:30 am, as
we meet at Bellacino’s here in Daleville, to enjoy a
meal and Christian fellowship. This is a great way to
meet and make new friends at St. Mark’s!

To help our Sunday morning schedule run a little smoother, our Ecclesia worship will start at
9:15 am beginning Sunday, Sept. 10. Same
great music and message! Join us and bring a
friend.

St. Mark’s Blood Drive

United Methodist Men

Saturday, September 16, 2017
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Did you know?
 The blood used in an emergency is already on the shelves before the event occurs.
 More than 1.6 million people were diagnosed with cancer last year. Many of
them will need blood, sometimes daily,
during their chemotherapy treatment.
 A single car accident victim can require
as many as 100 pints of blood.
Please consider stopping by the Family Life
Center to donate a pint of blood.
Volunteers are needed to help with the blood
drive. If you would like to help please call
Nancy Craft at 992-4129.

On Monday, September 11, the UMM will have
a speaker from Habitat for Humanity. The
United Methodist Women will be joining the
UMM for this meeting. This will be very interesting and informative and all are invited to attend. We meet at 7:00 in the Fellowship Hall.
Hope to see you there.

News from TAME
On September 24th TAME will have our annual
Taste of Fall. Mulled cider and cold cider are
available as are our yummy sweet treats and
coffee. This is a terrific way to get geared up for
the fall season and to support TAME’s hunger
ministries.
Look for us in the Narthex.

JOYFUL JOURNEY

Annual Rise Against Hunger
Meal Packing Event
TAME needs your help to pack 30,000 meals.
The Rise Against Hunger, formerly Stop Hunger
Now, annual event will start at 9 am on October 7 in the Family Life Center. Sign up sheets
will be in the Narthex starting in September. We
have changed the sign-up process in that you
will sign up for a station that will better suit
you and make the process flow smoothly. For
example, the final station to pack and seal the
boxes requires some lifting so would be better
for those able to do so easily. There are jobs for
all ages. The Saturday morning you spend can
make a difference in those that are food inse-

The final payment for the Biltmore trip is due by Friday,
Sept. 15. We cannot hold seats
as we are at capacity for the
bus.
A $38 deposit per person is due by Friday,
Nov. 3 for A Wohlfhart Haus Christmas on Wed.
Dec. 6. The balance of $33 per person is due
by Friday, Nov. 17.
Please make all checks payable to JOYFUL
JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB and put them in the
envelope on the bulletin board across from the
choir room or mail them to St. Mark's UMC, 19
Cedar Ridge Dr., Daleville, Va. 24083.
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Hoedown At Hermitage
Everyone is invited to come to the Hermitage
(1009 Old Country Club Road, Roanoke, VA) on
Saturday, September 16th, from 10 am - 1
pm. Come enjoy music by Eastern Divide beginning at 11:30 am. Luncheon tickets are $7
for adults, which includes Bar-B-Q or Hot dog,
Baked Beans, Watermelon Salad and Drink. A
child’s meal consisting of a Hot dog and Drink
only will be available for $3. These tickets must
be purchased in advance from Linda Koloda
(992-2744).
All proceeds are used to benefit the residents of
Hermitage Roanoke. Since 1964, Hermitage
Roanoke has been a Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) offering Independent
Living, Assisted Living, and Health Care for
seniors 62 years of age and over. A part of Pinnacle Living (formerly known as Virginia United
Methodist Homes), a not-for-profit corporation,
Hermitage Roanoke is committed to providing
vibrant independent lifestyles as well as comfort
and security throughout the continuum of care.

41st ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
FAMILY LIFE CENTER
Saturday, December 2
8 am to 2 pm
Summer has almost passed us by and Fall is on
the way! But Winter and our Annual Christmas Fair will follow right behind!
This year’s Christmas Fair will be our 41st –
can you believe it? For all these years, the Fair
has been a way for our whole church to share
in a significant fund raiser. These funds have
been used to support many different mission
projects, pay off building debt and enable building and parsonage improvements. This year’s
Fair profit is also designated for the Building
Fund and mission projects.
As in the past, we will have our own St. Mark’s
craft table and would welcome any special craft
that you could provide. In addition to crafts, a
large part of our Fair is the Bakery, Canned
Items and Breakfast and Lunch meals.
We know MANY of you in our St. Mark’s family
have cooking, baking, canning and crafting
skills. So please keep us in mind as December
2nd will be here before we know it! With everyone so busy with Fall activities, please keep our
Fair date in mind as you think about a craft
item or canned good you may want to share.
We appreciate and welcome any item you would
donate.
For more information or if you have questions
about the Fair, please contact:
Bakery – Donna Henderson 992-5333
Crafts and Quilt – Nancy Hamblin 992-5505
Vendors – Dottie Flinchum 992-2577
Reception/Registration – Barbara Wiley 9924033
Publicity/Cashiers – Mona Tolley 992-3496
Kitchen – contact any of the names above

Support
our
Building Fund
by designating
St. Mark’s to receive $ each
time you make
a purchase at
Kroger's.
Reenrollment is necessary every August. You may
sign up to have your purchases at Kroger’s be
part of their community cares donation to St.
Mark's by calling 1-800-576-4377. Listen for
prompt 3, Community Rewards. You only have
to give your name, address, phone number, and
Kroger card number and request that St.
Mark's UMC in Daleville be the recipient. The
church number is 82014. NO COMMPUTER
NECESSARY! If you have any questions contact
Julia Greer at 540-330-7933 or see her at
church.
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRIES

FROGS/Tadpoles Fall 2017 Schedule
** Intergenerational Fun and Fellowship Activities for the Entire Family!

DOWN AT THE POND
JUMP INTO A NEW YEAR OF
F.R.O.G.s AND TADPOLES!
FROGs and Tadpoles will begin a new year on Sunday,
September 10th from 5 to 7
pm! Tadpoles are preschool
aged children, 3 and 4 years
old. FROGs will be divided into
Younger
Elementary
(Kindergarteners through 2nd
graders) and Older Elementary (3rd
through 5th graders). Please come a n d
bring a friend! The program will be held the
2nd and 4th Sundays of most months during
the school year and will include Children's
Choir practices, a lesson or mission project.
Dinner will be provided.
Please fill out a Registration Form for each child
attending the program and return it to the
church office by the first night the child attends. If your contact information has not
changed, there is no need to fill out another
form. Registration forms are available in the
Narthex and online at stmarksmethodist.com.
Anyone interested in helping may contact Lee
Ann Critz at leeanncritz@yahoo.com.
There will be a brief organizational meeting
for all Tadpole and FROG leaders on Thursday, September 7th at 6:30. If you have
agreed to help and cannot attend, please let
Lee Ann know in advance.

September 10: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
September 24: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
October 8: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
October 22: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
October 28: Trunk-or-Treat 6-7:30 pm **
October 29: FROGs and Tadpoles sing
during the 11:00 Worship Service
November 12: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
November 26: NO meeting/Thanksgiving break
December 10: FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm
December 24: Christmas Eve Worship Service
5:30 pm-Spontaneous Christmas Pageant

Poster Contest for T.A.M.E.!!
All children are invited to participate in our
Poster Contest for T.A.M.E.! Each poster submitted must be standard poster size, any color
and should inform people of our Rise Against
Hunger meal packing event on Saturday, October 7th at 9:00, where we plan to pack 30,000
meals! T.A.M.E. stands for That All Might Eat.
Entries must be submitted by 12:00 noon, Sunday, September 17th to Miss Lee Ann. The winner will be announced during FROGs and Tadpoles on Sunday, September 24th. The winner
will receive a gift card to Walmart and all children who enter will receive a $10 FROG dollar!
All posters will be on display starting Sunday,
September 24th in the church! Use your imagination, be creative and start working on your
poster today!!

 Young women’s Event 
ST. Mark’s UMW will pay your way to this exciting, informative event. If you are a young
woman and would like to attend please contact Nancy Craft (992-4129) by September
5th. Deadline for registration is Sept 8th!
VIRGINIA CONFERENCE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
YOUNG WOMEN’S EVENT
SEPTEMBER 15-16, 2017
Encountering God in Everyday Life:
Nurturing Your Relationship with God
through Spiritual Practices
Retreat Leader: Rev. Devon Earle
Blessings Lodge, Camp Overlook
Keezletown, VA 22832
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Rev. Devon Earle
Currently serving as Associate
Pastor at Fairlington UMC in
Arlington, she is a graduate of
Randolph Macon College and
received her master’s of Divinity from Duke Divinity
School. She has also served
internships in various churches, a hospital,
the Virginia Conference Office and a United
Methodist Children’s Home.
Married to Robert, a 2nd grade special education teacher, they have a Cairn Terrier
named Myra. She enjoys new places, new
people, and time outdoors hiking, sailing
and walking.
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Youth
News:

Events

and

Sept. 24th--Our monthly mission
for September is the Food Pantry at
Troutville Baptist Church!
Each
month this pantry provides food for
many families in Botetourt County!
We are going to be helping them
prepare for their next big open
house where families can come and
be given boxes of food to help them feed their
families throughout the month! Please join
us! Monthly Mission takes place during Shipyard Youth time--This is our time of worship!
If you have any questions feel free to contact
Erin Huddleston (shipyardyouth@gmail.com)

On August 27th we elected
some new Youth Council officers!
These officers now have a big responsibility to keep the ideas, the
creativity, the excitement all flowing!
Even if you wanted to be on Youth
Council and you didn't get voted in,
you're more than welcome to come and join
us as we plan fundraisers, trips, missions,
and devotions!
Sept 3rd--No Shipyard Youth. Enjoy Labor
Day weekend with your family and friends!
You'll be missed!

Did you know that there are a bunch of different ways to connect to The Shipyard?? We
have a facebook ("Shipyard Youth Group--the
shipyard") and Instagram (@StMarksShipyard)
or you can e-mail shipyardyouth@gmail.com.
Stay Connected to learn about events, missions, and more!

Sept. 10th--We are going to hold our first
Youth Council with our newly elected officers!
Were you elected? Do you wish you were? OR
do you just have some SUPER fantastic ideas
for The Shipyard? Well, come on! Youth
Council starts at 5 pm. Dinner will be provided! We'll roll straight from Youth Council
into Shipyard Youth.

Newsletter Deadline for October: September 20th
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. AM
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
19 Cedar Ridge Drive
Daleville, VA 24083
Phone: 540-992-3030
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E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White: justinwhite@vaumc.org
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com
Lee Ann Critz: leeanncritz@yahoo.com
Erin Huddleston: StMarksErinH@gmail.com
Michele Richardson: stmarksmusicminister@gmail.com
Website: www.stmarksmethodist.com

The United Methodist Church
Virginia Conference
Sharma D. Lewis
Resident
Bishop
For more on these stories you may
view them
on the United Methodist website at:
P. O. Box 5606
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-weekly-digest-august-18-2017
Glen Allen, VA 23058
August 14, 2017
Further reflection on Charlottesville
Brothers & Sisters:
As we continue to process the disturbing events from Charlottesville, we need to turn to God for
understanding, guidance and strength in our next steps.
As Christians and United Methodists, we are to act. Hatred of any kind, including racism, is
intolerable. As faithful people, we are commanded to address it by being witnesses and advocates for
the marginalized.
Racism remains in the world. While progress has been made, particularly since the days of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr., we must eliminate racism and not stop until it is fully and irrevocably gone.
As such, I ask that you do the following.
Pray. Let us pray for the families of Heather Heyer, Lt. H. Jay Cullen, and Trooper Berke M.M. Bates.
Let us pray for the injured, especially those still hospitalized. Whether we come together for prayer
vigils or rallies, for Charlottesville, the Commonwealth and even our country, let the foundation of
these be rooted in love and concern.
Witness. We need to stand together as the people of God and have our voices heard. Our witness is
lost when we as Christians do not stand up and advocate, especially in times like this.
We need to denounce white supremacy, neo-Nazis and the KKK. No race is superior to any other; as
Christians we know that all persons are created equal in the image of God. Our baptismal vows
remind us “to renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world and
repent of your sin. Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice and
oppression in whatever forms they present themselves?”
Preach. Many pastors have already been addressing the events in Charlottesville. We must continue
to prophetically speak the truth and address the sin of racism. In our teaching and preaching, we
must not browbeat, but rather show the light of Christ. Combating Racism. While our physical
presence is important to our roles as witnesses and advocates at rallies, we have work to do beyond
these rallies in our Conference and in our local churches.
I have found in my ministry that racism is rooted in ignorance. In addressing racism, we must be
intentional in getting to know our brothers and sisters and address the sin of racism, hate and
violence. This is important work for our local churches.
As we go forward, the Virginia Conference is preparing the Convocation on Race and Reconciliation
scheduled for April 14, 2018. More information will be shared shortly.
In the days ahead, we know that God, love, peace and prayer will overcome all of this hatred and fear.
We must be vigilant in our witness and peaceful in our advocacy.
I pray for you and our nation as we seek to do this hard work ahead.
Peace and Blessings,

Sharma D. Lewis
Resident Bishop
The Virginia Annual Conference
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September 2017
Sun

3

Mon

4

5

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
NO Youth Group

NarAnon 6:30 pm
NO Worship Band
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

13th Sunday after Pentecost

Labor Day
Office Closed

10

11

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
FROGs and Tadpoles
5-7 pm
Youth Council 5 pm
Youth Group 6-8 pm

Tue

UMW 7 pm
UMM 7 pm
NarAnon 6:30 pm
UMM 7 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

12
Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm
Intentional Prayer
7 pm

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

6
7
8
Midweek Service 11 am
GriefShare 10 am
Adult Fellowship Luncheon
Women’s Hope AA
@ Bellacino’s 11:30 am
5:30 pm
Youth Group: 4-6 pm
FROG/Tadpole Leader
Mtg. 6:30 pm
Handbells 6 pm
Women’s Evening Bible
Chancel Choir 7 pm
Study 7 pm
AA Meeting 8-9 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

9

13
Midweek Service 11 am
Youth Group: 4-6 pm
Handbells 6 pm
Chancel Choir 7 pm
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

16

14

15

GriefShare 10 am
Trinity Outreach 5 pm

Red Cross
Blood Drive
10 am-2 pm

(Erin’s Team)
Christmas Fair Cmte
5:;30 pm
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Hoedown @ the
Hermitage

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm

(see page 4)

GriefShare 6:30 pm

14th Sunday after Pentecost
17
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
New Member’s Class 10 am
Youth Group 6-8 pm

18
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
MOSS 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

19
Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Ad Council 7 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

20
Midweek Service 11 am
Youth Group: 4-6 pm
Handbells 6 pm
Chancel Choir 7 pm
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

26
Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Shepherding 3 pm
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

27
Midweek Service 11 am
Youth Group: 4-6 pm
Handbells 6 pm
Chancel Choir 7 pm
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

21

22

23

29

30

GriefShare 10 am
Prayer Shawl 1 pm
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

15th Sunday after Pentecost
24

Taste of Fall with TAME
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
New Member’s Class 10 am
FROGs and Tadpoles
5-7 pm
Youth Group Monthly
Mission 6-8 pm

16th Sunday after Pentecost

25
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
BTCWC 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

28
GriefShare 10 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm
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