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Greetings to all of you at
St. Mark’s UMC! We are
so excited to meet
everyone and learn what
God is doing in the life of
the church in Daleville.
The more I learn about the mission
and ministry of St. Mark’s, the more
humbled and blessed I feel to join
the team!
I am fairly certain that when Jesus
talked about the Kingdom of God
being both already here and still
coming, he did not have pastors who
are moving in mind. But here we
are, in that “space in between” where
God has called us in the past, and
where God is calling us in the future.
The packing has started, but is far
from finished. The goodbyes have
begun, but will continue over the
next several weeks as we say farewell
to our Pleasant Valley UMC friends.
The welcome has begun, as we have
met the amazing St. Mark’s UMC
staff and several of the outstanding
leaders who call St. Mark’s home.

Katy and I are looking forward to
meeting everyone, and serving
together in ministry.
But for now- we are in the space
between. While we might feel
anxious about this space, never
forget that God is present. God
knows where we have been, and
where we are going. Thank you for
your prayers and support of Pastor
Rob and his family as they prepare
to move. Let us all give thanks for
his wonderful ministry with St.
Mark’s. Thank you as well for the
profound support we have felt from
you already as we prepare to start
ministry together.
God blessed the past- God blesses
the future- And God bless you all
today!
Strength and Wisdom,
Pastor Justin
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 news  announcements  news  announcements  news 
“God on the Mountain is
still God in the Valley”
The words of that gospel song have taken
on new meaning for me recently. I joined
family in Richmond for the wedding of a
nephew on May 13.
Within the tight
group of friends in the wedding party was
a cheerful young woman named Jackie,
sis-in-law to my niece, who collapsed with
a heart attack after the rehearsal dinner. She
died on May 16, leaving a heartbroken
husband and a 4 month old son.
From
wonderful, life affirming celebration to the grief
of traumatic loss all at once!!!
This is where our faith “rubber hits the road”!
Where real life events may cause questions that
can, over time, help our faith roots grow
deeper. Where God’s promises become REAL,
as in John 16:33,
“. . .In this world you will have trouble
{heartache}. But take heart! I have overcome the
world.”
We face many changes in this life. Let’s
remember that our “God of the good times is
God in the bad times; God in the day is still
God in the night!!” As “caring courageous
disciples,” we are called to love each other,
carry each other’s burdens and offer the hope
of our resurrection faith to a hurting world.

Breakfast With
the Loughs
June 11th is Pastor Rob's last Sunday at
St. Mark's. Join us at 10 am in the Family Life Center in order to hug the Loughs'
necks, tell them you love them, and say
"see you soon." At the same time TAME
will be holding a baked goods and coffee
fundraiser and your free will offerings will
go toward our Rise Against Hunger event!
So come and support TAME while you're
loving on Rob, Andee, Brock and Parker.

Monica Stevens Scholarship
This scholarship, established to remember an
exemplary St. Mark’s Youth, is open to any
disciple pursuing academic endeavors, Christian
fellowship opportunities and/or Christian
development. While there are no standard
qualifications for the scholarship, recipients
should embody the spirit of Monica’s life by
demonstrating mature Christian discipleship,
serving others as witness to Christ’s ministry and
actively participating in the Church. To apply for
this memorial scholarship, please contact Chuck
Kessler at 366-4967. Applications are available
in the Narthex. Application deadline is June 4,
2017.

May God’s peace be yours,

Peggy Lootens
Lay Leader

Congratulations to
St. Mark’s 2017
High school Graduates!

Choir Members and
Instrumentalists Needed!
We at St. Mark’s UMC have THREE worship
services, with THREE different styles of music.
Encouraging new membership is always
ongoing. If
you like to sing or play an
instrument and want to become involved in
our music ministry, we are especially in need
of new members for our 11:00 Chancel
Choir and instrumentalists who play brass,
woodwinds and/or string instruments and
would like to do solos or learn to accompany
hymns.
11:00 Chancel Choir is comprised of the
YOUNG and the YOUNG at
heart;
men,
women and high-school aged teens. CAN YOU

Ty Maust - Graduating from Lord Botetourt
Allie Griffeth - Graduating from Shannon Forest
Christian School in Greenville, SC

And from higher education!
Zack Maust - Graduated from VA Tech with an
HNFE degree.
Lauren Nicole Gallops - Graduated from
Radford University with a Bachelor of Science
degree in Communications with a focus in
Public Relations and a minor in Political
Science. She will be continuing her education
in the spring by pursuing a Master's in
Strategic Communication.

(Continued on page 3)
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St. Mark’s UMW, earmarked “KITS”.
Questions -- please see or call Mona Tolley
(992-3496). Thank you so much for your
support!

HELP? We practice on Wednesday evenings
from 7 – 8:30 p.m., beginning August 9, 2017
through early June, with 6-8 weeks off in the
summer. We sing traditional and contemporary
music. We are primarily accompanied by the
piano currently, but would love to add
instrumentalists to accompany our hymns and
anthems. If you are in 9th grade or above,
male or female, please consider coming out.
PARENTS: If you have a middle-schooler who is
interested in serving as an instrumentalist,
contact Michele as stated below and she will
arrange a time to hear him/her play.
Contact Michele by phone at 540-992-3030;
leave a message or ask for her, or you can
contact her by e-mail at mrich.hotlanta@gmail.
com.

Joyful Journey Travel Club
Don't miss the bus! Our Joyful Journey Travel
Club is off to the Sight and Sound Theater in
Lancaster, Pa., June 22-23 to see JONAH. The
cost is $267 per person and includes 1 night's
lodging, 1 full buffet breakfast, 1 family- style
dinner, performance of JONAH, the Choo Choo
Barn, motorcoach transportation, and all taxes
and gratuities. Registration forms and sign-up
sheets and
information flyers are on the
bulletin board across from the choir room.
Also, check out our trip to
Christmas at the Biltmore
November 8-10.

HOW TO AVOID
IDENTITY THEFT

Adult Fellowship Luncheon
Adults of all ages are invited and most welcome to
join us Wednesday, June 7th at 11:30 am, as we
meet at Bellacino’s here in Daleville, to enjoy a meal
and Christian fellowship. This is a great way to meet
and make new friends at St. Mark’s!

For the June meeting of The
United Methodist Women and
United Methodist Men, there
will be a joint program
presented by the Botetourt
County Sheriff’s Department on identify theft.
Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.

KITS FOR CONFERENCE
There are just a couple weeks left for us to get
our KITS ready to go to Virginia Annual
Conference in Hampton Roads on June 16.
If you have KITS that you have prepared or are
preparing, please have them to the Church no
later than Sunday, June 11. The contents lists
for the KITS are still available on the table in
the narthex.
If you had wanted to help, but think you will
not have time to put a KIT together – you can
still help! Although not mandatory, UMCOR
does request that we provide $1 per Kit to help
with processing and shipping. We have received
some monies toward this but not all. If you
would like to make a donation to help with the
shipping, please make your check payable to
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All VBS Volunteers please mark your calendars
now for a VBS meeting after 11:00 Worship
Service on June 25th. Lunch will be served.
Childcare will be provided. All childcare
requests and lunch reservations must be made
to Lee Ann by Thursday, June 22nd. Please let
Lee Ann know if you are unable to attend.
Volunteers are still needed for VBS. If you
would like to help, please let Lee Ann know!
Safe Sanctuaries Training will be provided at a
later date.

Children's Ministries
VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL
All children, ages 3
through rising 4th
graders, are invited to
attend Hero Central
Discover Your Strength in
God, Vacation Bible
School, from Sunday, July
23rd through Thursday, July 27th from 6:00 to
8:30 pm! Registration forms are available on
the VBS Bulletin Board located in the Narthex
and online at: www.stmarksmethodist.com . All
those who register by July 23rd will receive a
free CD of VBS music! This year there is a VBS
Hero Central App so you can play games,
access special messages and create your own
superhero avatar to move through epic
adventures in the exclusive VBS Hero Central
App World!! Please note that space in the
Preschool room will be limited!

All VBS Activity Center
Leaders need to give their
list of items/props needed
to Lee Ann by Sunday,
June 25th!

VOLUNTEERS: Please fill out the back of a red
registration form to register for dinner for you
and your family that will be served at 5:30 each
night of VBS. If you do not fill out the
Volunteer form, then you do not have a
reservation for dinner! Reservations must be
made and given to Lee Ann by Sunday, July
16th!

VBS MEETING
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Youth Events and
News:



questions that you may have too.
Erin will be happy to answer what
she can and find answers to the
rest.

During the month of June we're going to be working through a series
called "Stories of the Strange." It will
include all those weird stories like
donkeys talking to their riders, visions of wheels within wheels within
wheels, and Jesus casting demons into pigs
and then the pigs drowning themselves! Join
us on Sunday evenings in June to have some
fun talking about the stories in the Bible that
are a little on the weird side!

On Sunday June 11th, instead of
having small group hour at 10 am
in the Youth Café, we're going to
join the rest of the church in the
Family Life Center. This is a chance for all of
us to say, 'see you soon' to Pastor Rob and
have a doughnut and some juice.

Youth Lock-In!! We will be “locked-in” beginning Friday, June 2nd at 7 pm until Saturday, June 3rd at 7 am. Come and bring a
friend!

In celebration of Father's Day we will be cancelling Shipyard Youth on Sunday June
18th. Enjoy time with your dad, your grandfather, your favorite uncle or anyone else who
invests in your life to make it great!

Our mission trip to Louisville, KY is creeping
up! All parents/guardians of young people
who are going on this summer's mission trip
are strongly encouraged to come to a meeting
on June 4th from 5:30-6 pm in order to pick
up paperwork, get a general idea of our trip,
and receive packing lists. Write down some

On June 25th we will be leaving for our mission trip to Louisville, KY! If you're on the
mission team please plan to be at the 8:30 am
worship service so we can be commissioned
for service and hit the road! Because most of
us will be on our way to Kentucky we will not
be meeting for Shipyard Youth!

Newsletter Deadline for July: June 21st
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. AM

E-mail: Rev. Rob Lough: loughrob@yahoo.com
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com
Lee Ann Critz: leeanncritz@yahoo.com
Erin Huddleston: shipyardyouth@gmail.com
Michele Richardson: mrich.hotlanta@gmail.com
Website: www.stmarksmethodist.com

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
19 Cedar Ridge Drive
Daleville, VA 24083
Phone: 540-992-3030
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For more on these stories you may view them on the United Methodist website at:
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-weekly-digest-may-12-2017

Twins follow mom into ministry
WASHINGTON (UMC.org) — The Rev. Johnsie
Cogman leads 200-year-old Mt. Zion, the oldest
African-American United Methodist church in
Washington. The educator turned pastor has
been a strong role model for her 23-year-old
sons, who plan to follow in their mother’s footsteps in The United Methodist Church.

Mission challenges at the border
JUAREZ, Mexico — Twenty years ago, Patricia
Esquivel lived in the United States, where her
daughter was born. She was there without papers, and one day she was caught and deported. So now she proudly watches from afar
as her daughter crosses the border to get an
education. In the May edition of Response, the
United Methodist Women’s magazine, Paul Jeffrey looks at mission challenges along the U.S.Mexico border.

Barratt's Chapel:
Church's 'Independence Hall'
FREDERICA, Del. (UMC.org) – Barratt’s Chapel
is the oldest Methodist church building in the
United States still in use as a place of worship.
As Heritage Sunday approaches, tour the site
where “the first truly American-born denomination” came together.

6 ways to turn a church inside out
MINNEAPOLIS — To connect with people,
churches need to meet them where they are,
writes Ben Ingebretson, the director of new
church development for the Dakotas and Minnesota conferences. He offers six practical ways
churchgoers can air out their church by taking
their ministry into public spaces.

Ask the UMC:
Can God really love me?
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (InfoServ) — United Methodists who struggle to feel accepted and loved by
the Savior should remember that John Wesley
struggled with similar feelings. In the latest installment of Ask the UMC, InfoServ, a ministry
of United Methodist Communications, explores
God’s love and acceptance and says the church
should be a safe place to work on imperfections.

Bishop Haller:
Reflection on church future
DES MOINES, Iowa — Iowa Bishop Laurie Haller reflects on the convergence of the TED Talk
by Pope Francis and last week’s United Methodist Judicial Council ruling. She writes in her
blog about civil disobedience and the future of
The United Methodist Church. “The feet of
countless United Methodists across the globe
are tired at times, but our souls are rested and
filled with hope, compassion, and joy in believing and serving.”

Wesleyan album aims to
ignite worship
NEPTUNE CITY, N.J. — A new worship album
written and performed by Eric Drew, director of
worship for the Greater New Jersey Conference,
went live May 8. The project, “Center of It All,”
hopes to blaze the path for what Methodist worship could be.

Commentary: Finding faith in Dubai
ATLANTA — When Thomas Kemper, top executive of United Methodist Global Ministries, visited Dubai recently, he found a “vital and vibrant church” whose members are devoted
United Methodist migrant workers from the
Philippines.

Bishop Ward named
'Champion for Children'
RALEIGH, N.C. — The North Carolina Foundation for Public School Education has honored
Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, who leads the
North Carolina Conference, as a 2017
“Champion for Children.” Ward accepted the
award on behalf of Congregations for Children,
a shared-mission focus of the North Carolina
and Western North Carolina conferences.
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June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

GriefShare 10 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

4

5

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth Mission Trip Parent
Meeting 5:30 pm
Youth Group 6-8 pm

6
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

7

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

8
Midweek Service 11 am
Adult Fellowship Luncheon
@ Bellacino’s 11:30 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

Sat
3

Youth Lock-In
Begins
7 pm

Youth Lock-In
Ends
7 am

9

10

16

17

GriefShare 10 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

Day of Pentecost
11

12
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Breakfast with the
Loughs 10 am

13
NarAnon 6:30 pm
UMW 7 pm
UMM 7 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

Youth Group 6-8 pm

14

15
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Erin Mucha’s
Wedding

Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Annual Conference, Hampton, VA

1st Sunday after Pentecost
18

19
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
NO Youth Group

20

NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
MOSS 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

23
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Boy Scouts 7 pm

Botetourt County
Relay for Life
Wrap-up Meeting

Father’s Day
2nd Sunday after Pentecost
26

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
VBS Leader’s Meeting
12 noon
NO Youth Group

22
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

Council 7 pm

Annual Conference
Hampton, VA

25

21

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm

27
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band
BTCWC 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Cub Scouts 6:15 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

28
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

29
Prayer Shawl 1 pm
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

«- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Youth Mission Trip to Louisville, KY - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - »

3rd Sunday after Pentecost

30

24
BTCWC Yard
Sale
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