
 
As we enter a new year, we also, celebrate a season after Christmas called 
Epiphany. Epiphany follows the 12 days of Christmas beginning with Christ-
mas day and ends on a day called once again “E-pif-ahnee.”  

In the context of the Church year, Epiphany refers to the appearance of Jesus 
Christ revealed as the savior of the world—of Israel and the Gentiles. For this reason, Epiph-
any is commonly associated with the visitation of the Magi (or “wise men”), who were almost 
certainly Gentiles, in Matthew 2:1–12.  

In recalling the story, we remember the star that God used to guide them to Bethlehem and 
how that star shined upon Jesus as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  

We also, recall that this blessed reveal was foretold by the prophet Isaiah many years ago as he 
said: “Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. See, 
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you 
and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look about you; All assemble and come to you; your sons and 
daughters are carried on the arm. Then you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and 
swell with joy.” Isaiah 60:1-5. 

“THE LIGHT RISES UPON YOU!” Isaiah says. Jesus, who begins his life wrapped in a blanket, 
gave God’s love to us all the way to the cross. He continues to be the light of love for us all to 
live by.  

We see signs of light on our Christmas lights displayed brightly in our Christmas decorations, 
our trees, mantles, and the wonderful “O Holy Bright” Church Christmas lights enjoyed by 
thousands compliments of our own Kelly Berry and the youth of St. Mark’s.  

We also see signs in the many ways Christ’s light is reflected by the various ways we give of 
our time, talent and service to benevolent causes at home and abroad.   

As we say goodbye to 2022 and make way into 2023, may Christ be that star that shines 
brightly in your life as you go and share the Good News of the salvation of the Lord through 
your life.  

 

Shine On!  

Pastor Terry 
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“Thank You” 
                                  December 2022 
 
Dear family and friends, 
 
Please accept our grateful thanks for your 
prayers and continuing support. It is so 
wonderful to know that each of you has 
been a part of this network of mutual 
support as we remember that underneath 
are the Everlasting Arms. Our special 
thanks to Pastor Terry Clark. 
 
Dee remains in the Chaplick Center 
(Memory Care) with Alzheimer’s Disease. 
She still recognizes family remembers and 
some others. However, the disease has re-
moved many memories from our seventy 
and a half years of married history. There 
is currently no known medical treatment, 
except to slow the progression. 
 
I have a new address as shown below. 
You my send mail to Dee at my address: 
 
Hugh Nichols 
250 Elliston Circle West #2202 
Daleville, VA  24083-4002 
 
Telephone: 540-591-2407 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Hugh Nichols 
   
May God’s love fill your hearts this holi-
day, and every day!   ~Hugh 

 
 
 

XTRA! XTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
NEW WORSHIP SERVICE TIME  
BEGINS IN THE NEW YEAR!  

I am excited to share that we will be moving the 
8:30 am service up to 9:00 am beginning on 
Sunday, January 8th. I hope you will join us as 
the Praise Band will lead us in music and wor-
ship!  
 

     January is a time for 
new beginnings.  I am ex-

cited to serve as your new Lay Leader. I 
hope to be an effective bridge between the 
laity and the leadership of the church. If 
you have suggestions or concerns with 
anything at St. Mark’s, please email me 
at susanbwagner59@gmail.com and I will 
pass them on.  
     As we begin a new year, may we also 

renew our commitment to God and our 
church family. 2 Corinthians 5:17- Therefore 
if anyone is in Christ, they are a new crea-
tion. The old has gone, the new is here! 
     I look forward to serving in Ministry with all 
of you.  
Susan Wagner 

 

Prayer Chain 
Did you know that we have prayer warriors be-
hind the scenes praying for our church family 
and their friends and family. We also pray for 
ministries and situations. This is done via e-
mail. If you would like to be one of our prayer 
warriors, contact Susan Wagner at  
susanbwagner59@gmail.com.  
 

Prayer Concerns 
We lift up these concerns to you, Lord. Send us 
your healing, comfort and peace! 
♦All those with Covid. 
♦All of those recovering from surgery. 
♦All of those suffering grief over loss of any 
kind. Including the family of John Morris. 

♦Our youth and the adults who are working 
with them to prepare for Confirmation. 

 

Financial Report 
For the month of November giving to the gen-
eral fund was below 2022 monthly average but 
expenses remain low, so the month ended up 
in the positive by almost $4,000.  Building 
Fund donations were good for the month and 
exceeded our monthly payment.  We have con-
tinued to gain some cushion in our general 
fund account, and it now stands at ~$39,000 
and our building fund account stands at ~
$63,000.  While we have gained some room in 
the general fund balance, you will likely re-
member that this has been made possible by 
reducing our apportionment payments for 
2022.     
As we transition into 2023 one change is that I 
(Clayton Williams) will be ending my time as Fi-
nance Chair and the role will pass to the very 
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capable Richard Flora.  In the Nov update we 
shared that our 2023 budget has been set and 
reflects a reduction of almost $93,000 com-
pared to 2022.  While this budget reflects many 
large cuts it will still present a challenge.  Part 
of that challenge is that for 2023 we are work-
ing toward resuming our apportionment pay-
ments.  2022 has been a tough year with many 
difficult but necessary decisions.  While there 
are still challenges ahead, we should be proud 
of the increased stability and gains we have 
made through the 2nd half of the year.  This has 
been made possible through the dedicated con-
gregation of St Marks and we want to thank 
you all for that steadfast support!  

Kroger Community Cares 
Program 

St. Mark’s latest Kroger check has arrived. The 
total amount of $465.50 has been deposited 
into our Building Fund.  
We now have 67 households enrolled in the 
Community Rewards program. Thank you all 
for signing up!  Please consider enrolling and 
making St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 
(TE560) your organization of choice.  
 

LOA Diner’s Club 
St. Mark’s LOA Diner’s are meeting on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the month, January 10th in the 
fellowship hall.  LOA will provide the entree and 
Diner's may bring something to share or brown 
bag for themselves. 
 

Buchanan Food Pantry 
Help is needed to serve at the Buchanan Food 
Pantry on January 21st. The number of fami-
lies served continues to increase.  It is great to 
have 7 helpers. We work from 8:30 until 11 at 
Buchanan Presbyterian Church on Main 
Street. It is very well organized and easy to 
participate in this ministry. If you would like 
to sign up or you would like more information, 
please contact Nancy Womack at (540) 992- 
1747. 
 

Attention Women’s Bible 
Study:  

The Women’s Study “Relentless “ will resume 
on Tuesday, January 10 at 10:00 in the big 
room downstairs.  New women are welcome to 
join us. We are about half way in the study, but 
new people can fit right in. If you want to be a 
part of the group, contact Susan Wagner 
at susanbwagner59@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The St. Mark’s Men's fellowship will meet Mon-
day, January 9 at 7 pm.  We will continue our 
bible study with Romans, chapters 4 & 5. 
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 Giving Expenses Budget 

General Fund $22,320  $18,419  $36,257  

Building Fund $6,117  $5,097  $5,097  

November 

 Year to Date 

 Giving Expenses Budget 

General Fund $268,818  $291,279  $398,827  

Building Fund $53,448  $56,067  $56,067  

*November expenses reduced due to reduced apportion-

ment payment   

 



On December 12, our ladies came together for 
our well-attended "Annual Get-Together and 
Have Fun" Party at Bellacino's !   We enjoyed 
good food, joy and fellowship as we wrapped 
Christmas gifts for our Adopted Families. 
ADOPTED FAMILIES:  Every Christmas we 
"adopt" a Botetourt County Family or Families 
that are in need of some assistance and Christ-
mas cheer.  This year we adopted two families.  
One family was a Senior father and his teenage 
daughter.  The second family was a Mom and 
Dad with three children, two girls and a boy.   
We provided both families with a Food Gift Card 
for Thanksgiving and different members 
shopped for Christmas gifts.  The Botetourt Re-
source Center, working with Botetourt Social 
Services, provide us with these families each 
years and we deliver the gifts to the Resource 
Center to be picked up. 
 
OPERATION SANTA CLAUS FOR CATAWBA 
HOSPITAL:  This was the second year that we, 
along with the congregation, has participated in 
Operation Santa Claus to help provide Christ-
mas gifts for patients at Catawba Hospital.   
Many patients have no family and the Hospital 
works to ensure every patient receives at least 
one gift.   We had a large number of nice gift 
items returned to the Church and we took a 
carload over to the Hospital for their staff to 
distribute.  We are most grateful for everyone 
that contributed this year making it another 
abundant year of sharing with others. 
 
$5 GIFT CARDS FOR RESCUE MISSION:  A 
Christmas tradition for many years, we col-
lected  $5  McDonald's gift cards that we took 
to the Roanoke Rescue Mission.  This year we 
received  41 cards that we gave to the Mission's 
staff to distribute to their residents as a small 
Christmas gift. 
 
LOOKING TO 2023 . . . 
MONDAY, JANUARY 09, 2023 -- 11 am:  Our 
January program will be our annual A Call to 
Prayer and Self-Denial: Because we believe -- 
On Our Journeys to and with Christ.   We will 
receive our Call to Prayer Offering at this meet-
ing.  At 11 am, we will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall and begin with our program.  Please bring 

your own lunch, snack and beverage to enjoy 
together following the program.   We will con-
clude with our Business Meeting.   As always, 
ALL Ladies are invited to join us ! 
 

The UMW Reading Program 
Girl Gone Missing – Hard Copy 
and CD – Social Action 
1970s, Fargo-Moorhead: it’s the 
tail end of the age of peace and 
love, but Cash Blackbear isn’t 
feeling it. Bored by her freshman 
classes at Moorhead State Col-
lege, Cash just wants to play 
pool, learn judo, chain-smoke, 
and be left alone. But when one 

of Cash’s classmates vanishes without a trace, 
Cash, whose dreams have revealed dangerous 
realities in the past, can’t stop envisioning terri-
fied girls begging for help. Things become even 
more intense when an unexpected houseguest 
starts crashing in her living room: a brother she 
didn’t even know was alive, from whom she was 
separated when they were taken from the 
Ojibwe White Earth Reservation as children and 
forced into foster care. When Sheriff Wheaton, 
her guardian and friend, asks for Cash’s help 
with the case of the missing girl, she must over-
ride her apprehension about leaving her home-
town—and her rule to never get in somebody 
else’s car — in order 
to discover the truth about the girl’s where-
abouts. Can she get to her before it’s too late? 

 
Being Sheela: The Life Jour-
ney of An Immigration Law-
yer  - Hard Copy -  Education 
for Mission 
Sheela Murthy -- immigration 
lawyer, entrepreneur, and phi-
lanthropist -- has helped many 
people overcome injustice, dis-
possession, and legal tangles, 
so they may live a life of dignity 
in an increasingly challenging 

world. With insightful detours into her eventful 
growing-up years, the book follows Sheela s 
journey from India to America, through law 
school at Harvard to the inception of what went 
on to become one of the most successful immi-
gration law firms in the world -- the Murthy 
Law Firm. The book takes a close look at a few 
out of the countless cases that Sheela and her 
dynamic legal team have handled over twenty-
five years in the face of rapidly changing Ameri-
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can attitudes towards immigrants. Being Sheela 
is about the human side of a successful profes-
sional, an immigrant and woman of color, who 
has made it her purpose to strive for a better 
world. 

 

Freedom We Sing – Hard 
Copy – Spiritual Growth – 
Children’s Section                                                                                                                        
 
"I wonder, then, what free-
dom is. Is it a place? Is it 
a thought? Can it be sto-
len? Can it be bought?" 

As powerful as it is beautiful, Freedom, We Sing 
is a lyrical picture book designed to inspire and 
give hope to readers around the world. Molly 
Mendoza's immersive, lush illustrations invite 
kids to ponder singer/songwriter Amyra León's 
poem about what it means to be free. It's the 
perfect book for parents who want a way to gen-
tly start the conversation with their kids about 
finding hope in these very tense times we are 
living in. 
 

Any questions, feel free to contact Linda Koloda 
(992-2744) or more information about the 
Reading Program can be found on the UWF Na-
tional Website https://www.
unitedmethodistwomen.org/readingprogram 
 

It's a big dill… Pickleball  
It's a big dill...Pickleball. 
Start the 2023 New Year off strong.  Make a 
commitment to your health by joining us for 
Pickleball.  
We will follow the regular pickleball schedule 
into January 2023, and WILL have pickleball on 
Jan. 2, 2023. 
 
First & fourth Mondays of the month  
@ 5:00 pm-7:00 pm. 
Second & third Mondays of the month  
@ 10:00 am-12:00 pm. 
Fifth Monday - NO Pickleball.  
 
No experience or equipment necessary.  We 
have seasoned players willing to help & equip-
ment you may borrow.  
Cost- donation  
Inclement weather schedule:  Schools closed/
Gym closed. 
Everyone welcome.  Come join the fun. 
 
 

Join Us for Joyful Journeys 
in 2023 

"MOSES" at the Sight and Sound Theater In 
Lancaster, PA,   April 26-28,  $505 per per-
son (double occupancy)  $664 (single) 
 
PITTSBURG EXPRESS,  PA.,  June 20-
22,  $515 per person (double occu-
pancy)  $664 (single) 
 
CAPE  MAY  NJ  at CHRISTMASTIME,  Dec. 
4-6,  $565 per person (double occupancy) 
$734 (single) 
 
Other trips being planned: 
♦ One  day trip to the Billy Graham Library 

and Museum  July or August 
♦ Norwegian Cruise up the East Coast and 

Canada Sept. 10-16  
♦ Wohlfhart Haus meal and show sometime 

this summer 
♦ Wohlfhart Haus meal and Christmas show 

either Nov. or Dec. 
 
Full details will be on the church website in 
January  stmarksmethodist.com  and on the 
bulletin board at the church or call Julia 
Greer at 540-330-7933. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Blood Drive 
St. Mark’s UMC’s Next  

American Red Cross Blood Drive 
Saturday, January 7th 
Between 8 am and 1 pm 

 
Blood is desperately needed! 

The Hurricanes in the South and Winter Storms 
in the North and West have left blood supplies 

critically low. 
 

Sign Up Now!  Don’t Hesitate!   
You Can Help! 

For an appointment, please visit redcrossblood.org 
Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 

Or call Don or Susan Rose Ditzler at 540-797-8430  
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JUMP INTO FROGS AND TADPOLES 
IN JANUARY 

FROGS and Tadpoles will resume on 
Sunday, January 22nd from 4 to 6 
pm!  Tadpoles are preschool aged 
children, ages 3 and 4.  FROGS are 

Kindergarteners through 5th graders.  
This program will be held the second and 

fourth Sundays of each month and includes 
Children's Choir practices, dinner and a lesson/
mission project.  If your child was registered in 
the fall, there is no need to fill out another form, 
unless your information has changed.  Please 
come and bring a friend! 
 
Leaders please note that there will be Safe 
Sanctuaries Training on Sunday, January 8th 
at 4:00 pm, followed by a short FROG/
Tadpole Leader meeting in the Fellowship 
Hall.  If you are unable to attend, please 
contact Lee Ann Critz at 540-580-3905 or 
leeanncritz@yahoo.com. 
 

FROGs/Tadpoles Winter/Spring 2023 
Schedule 

** Intergenerational fun and fellowship 
activities for the entire family! 

 
January 8:  Safe Sanctuary Training at 4 pm, 
followed by FROG Leader meeting 
January 22:  FROGs/Tadpoles 4-6 pm  
 
February 12:  FROGs/Tadpoles 4-6 pm  
February 26:  FROGs/Tadpoles 4-6 pm  
 
March 12:  FROGs/Tadpoles 4-6 pm    
March 26:  NO meeting/Spring Break 
 
April 2:   Family Easter Event 4 pm  ** 
April 9:  NO meeting/Easter Sunday 
April 23:  FROGs/Tadpoles 4-6 pm  
 

St. Mark’s Safe Sanctuaries Training 
If you have ever worked with the children or 
youth at St. Mark’s or would ever like to in the 

future, then Safe Sanctuaries training is for you!   
Safe Sanctuaries Training will be held on 
Sunday, January 8th at 4 pm in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Childcare is available by prior request NO 
LATER THAN Friday, January 6th to Lee Ann at 
540-580-3905 or leeanncritz@yahoo.com.  
Please come and learn more about this plan to 
keep our children and youth safe at church.  
Everyone who works with children or youth 
in the church that has not received this 
training in the past three years is required to 
attend! 
 

Parenting Workshop 
Beginning Sunday, January 8th, a parenting 
workshop based on the book “The 5 Love 
Languages of Children: The Secret To Loving 
Children Effectively”, by Gary Chapman, PhD 
and Ross Campbell, MD, will be offered during 
the Sunday School hour at 10 am in room 103.  
This study will last for six weeks.  This workshop 
will be of interest to those with children or 
grandchildren of any age. Children are welcome 
to attend their Sunday School class!  To order a 
book for this study, please purchase on 
amazon.com or you may ask Lee Ann to order 
one for you.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lee Ann at leeanncritz@yahoo.com.  
 

Acolytes Needed! 
St. Mark’s is in need of Acolytes!  All children 
and youth, 4th grade through 12th grade, are 
invited to Acolyte training on Sunday, January 
22nd at 3:00 pm.  Please contact Lee Ann to let 
her know you are coming. Parents are welcome 
and encouraged to stay for this informational 
training. 
 
Serving as an Acolyte is an important way you 
can fulfill the commitment you made to the 
church through confirmation!  If you have 
already been trained, but have not served in a 
while, please prayerfully consider doing so. Your 
church needs you!  

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month 

Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  

19 Cedar Ridge Drive       Daleville, VA   24083  

Phone:  540-992-3030 

E-mail: Rev. Terry Clark:  terryclark@vaumc.org  
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com  

Lee Ann Critz: leeanncritz@yahoo.com 
Asherah Capellaro:  ajcapellaro@gmail.com 
Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com 
Website:  www.stmarksmethodist.com 

Office Hours: Becky is in the office M-F 9-12:30 (9-3:30 on Thu)  

Pastor Terry is here M-Thu mornings. If you are dropping by in the afternoon please call first,  

Pastor Terry is usually in the office in the afternoons, Mon - Wed. Thursday afternoons are visitation.  

If you or someone you know would like a visit please call the church office.  



Shipyard Youth Jan 2023 
Thank you to everyone who came 
out and supported the drive thru 
Christmas Light event before Christ-
mas Eve we had approximately 
4,640 car loads of people come to 
our church to celebrate Christmas 
with us in a different way and we 
handed out invitations to our 
Christmas eve services.  
 
Thank you to everyone who helped contribute, 
volunteered, brought us snacks and drinks 
and just came through and saw the lights. You 
helped touch the lives of so many people, as 
we had multiple people say this is what they 
needed this holiday season, we had a family 
get out of the van and pray over the nativity. 
Just to see God in all these moments impact-
ing these people through our light display by 
being the light of Christ at Christmas. We 
wanted to share that joy with you before our 
regular youth schedule.  
 
We had a great turnout to our lock in where 
we had 15 youth stay up and be at the church 
for 18+ hours! We had a great time making 
gingerbread houses and having a Christmas 
party and fellowshipping together. 
 
 
 

Jan 8th from 12 to 4 pm we will be 
taking down Christmas lights 
weather depending. Please join us 
and take this beautiful display down! 
At 4 pm all youth and young adults 
are invited to a safe sanctuary class 
at the church. Come get certified to 
work with all our youngest disciples.  
 

Jan 15th we will also have Christmas Light 
take down from 12 to 6 pm.  
 
Jan 22nd if lights are still up we will be taking 
them down from 4 to 6 pm.  
 
Jan 29th our 5th Sunday of the month we will 
be doing a church wide potluck. This will be a 
smoked mac ’n cheese off. If you have a 
smoker, let's see who can smoke the best meat 
and bring the best mac ’n cheese. There will be 
a prize in the category of best smoked meat 
and mac ’n cheese/side and dessert.  
Join us Jan 29th in the FLC at 12 for the 
5th Sunday Smokin’ Potluck!  
 
As always if there is something we can be in 
prayer  or if you are interested in being a part 
of Shipyard Youth ministry contact us at  
shipyardyouth@gmail.com.  
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 January 2023 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Worship 10:30 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany Sunday 

2 
Pickleball 5-7 pm 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
 

3 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

4 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

5 
 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Epiphany of the 
Lord 

7 
 
Red Cross Blood 
Drive 8 am-1 pm 
Al-Anon 1 pm 

8 
Worship 9 am 

Sunday Classes 10 am 
Worship 11 am 

Youth Group 12-4 pm  
Safe Sanctuary Training 

4 pm 
FROG/Tadpole Leaders 

Meeting following training 

 
 
 

Baptism of the Lord 

9 
Pickleball 10am-12 pm 
United Women in 
Faith 11 am 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 
St. Mark’s Men 7 pm  
AA 8 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 

10 
LOA Diner’s 11 am 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

11 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Al-Anon 1 pm 
 

15 
Worship 9 am 

Sunday Classes 10 am 
Worship 11 am 

Youth Group 12-6 pm  

 
 
 

2nd Sunday After the Epiphany 

16 
Pickleball 10am-12 pm 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
 

17 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

18 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
BAMA Food Pantry 
 
Al-Anon 1 pm 
 
 

22 
Worship 9 am 

Sunday Classes 10 am 
Worship 11 am 

Acolyte Training  
3 pm 

FROGs /Tadpoles 4-6 pm 

Youth Group 4-6 pm  
 

3rd Sunday After the Epiphany 

23 
Pickleball 5-7 pm 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
 

24 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

25 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

26 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 1 
pm 
 

27 
 

28 
Al-Anon 1 pm 

29 
Worship 9 am 

Sunday Classes 10 am 
Worship 11 am 

5th Sunday Smokin’  
Potluck 12 pm 

Youth Group 4-6 pm  
 
 

4th Sunday After the Epiphany 

30 
NO Pickleball 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 
AA 8 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 

31 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 

    


