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My St. Mark’s familyA New Hope. That is the title of the first Star Wars movie, released
back in 1977. You don’t have to be a Star Wars fan like me to appreciate that title and that idea. Yet, as Christians, we have a much
deeper understanding of what “new hope” means.
We have just celebrated the birth of Jesus- the ultimate hope for all
of us. Hope for forgiveness and hope for a bright future. Hope for
mercy and grace and love, and a peace that truly surpasses all understanding. I have always thought that it’s no accident that we
celebrate the new year right after Christmas. We welcome the Christ
child into our lives, and then we embrace the chance to start over; to
turn the page and begin again.
This January, our worship will focus on hope. Hope gives us courage. To hope is to believe, desire, or trust that life will get better. At
Christmas, the birth of Jesus reminds us that our God is a God of
hope. We begin the new year looking to Christ to bring light and a
new hope out of darkness.
Strength and Wisdom,
Pastor Justin
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Drive-In Communion

January 2021
Hi friends,
It is Saturday night, December 19, 2020
as I sit down to write this message for
January, 2021. I have just returned from
a wonderful evening of lights and Christmas music at our church! “Mary, Joseph
and the baby Jesus” were posed in the
stable while many cars drove through our
decorated lot. A few of us gathered around a
fire pit to wave and wish everyone a “Merry
Christmas!” as they drove away smiling. Many
thanked us for setting this up! We truly had
become a light on the hill bringing hope and
good will into the darkness! This year of 2020
has been a year of fear and uncertainty for
many, so it was a blessing to be able to offer
some cheer as we prepared for Christmas.
When I left with my grandson at 8:40, over
1,000 cars had driven through, including a parade of 30 festively decorated jeeps belonging to
the Roanoke Jeep Club that decided to join in
the fun! Add that to the 550 vehicles that
came on Friday! Thanks to Kelly and Barbara
for organizing this event, to all who donated
lights and displays and to the many hands that
helped set everything up. Do I hear a motion
to make this an annual event?
The caring courageous disciples of St. Mark’s
UMC became a beacon of God’s love, shining
light into the darkness with the message that
Jesus has come!
May God help us to continue to be creative in
2021 to find new ways of showing His light
from the hill in our corner of this hurting
world.
Peace,
Peggy Lootens

On Sunday, January 3rd at 11:00 am we will
again offer drive-in communion for those who
are not ready or who do not feel safe coming to
in-person worship. As per usual, if you are
planning to come to drive-in communion please
fill out the form which will aid us in contact
tracing and help us to plan for parking lot usage. Watch for how to sign up on the Wednesday weekly emails. If you have not signed up to
receive the weekly email you can go to our website at www.stmarksmethodist.com, look under
“Connect with us” and scroll all the way to the
bottom to sign up. If you do not have internet access, but would like to sign up, please
call the church office, 992-3030 during normal office hours, Mon-Thurs 9-4, Fri 912:30.

In Person Worship!
We continue with in person worship! It is necessary for you to register for worship before joining
us. The good news is that it's super easy! You
have to be feeling well and fill out the form available online by the Thursday before the Sunday
you plan to attend. You may register at https://
www.evc.vaumc.org/open/worshipregistration/
Index.cfm (our district is "Roanoke" and church is
"Saint Mark's UMC in Daleville").
We also have printed forms available for those
who do not have internet access, OR you may call
the church during office hours and we will fill it
out for you.
If you haven't come to worship yet and are wondering what it will be like, when you arrive you
will be directed to your socially distanced seating
by an usher. Masks are to be worn the whole
time you are at St. Mark’s. There will be no children’s church or nursery available so your children will have to remain with you during the service.
As always, if you have any questions or need
some help feel free to call the church at
540.992.3030 or email Erin or Pastor Justin.

Finance Update
At the writing of this newsletter, we have not
yet closed the books on December (or 2020 for
that matter). While we will likely end the year
with a deficit, the finance team wants to thank
everyone who has continued giving during this
unprecedented year. When the pandemic crisis
is over, we want to be able to reach out to our
community in meaningful ways to spread God's
love. We can only do that with your continued
support! Thank you again, and Happy New
Year!

Online Worship!
Every Sunday!
A Worship service is posted on Facebook and a
link is Emailed @ 8:30.
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Prayer Requests
Starting in January, Susan Wagner will be taking over The Email Prayer Request Ministry.
Starting in January, if you have prayer requests, please send them to her at susanbwagner59@gmail.com or if you don’t have email you
may call 540-966-3629.

Women’s Bible Study
The Wednesday Morning Women’s Study will
begin the 28 Day Prayer Journey on Wednesday, January 27 at 11:00. It runs through
Wednesday. February 24th. This study looks at
strengthening our prayer lives to bring us to a
closer relationship with God. At the present
time, we will be doing this as a Zoom experience. Anyone interested should contact Susan
Wagner at susanbwagner59@gmail.com.

TAME News
The TAME Ministry sent $3,000.00 to Rise
Against Hunger and $500.00 to the Rescue Mission for the Drumstick Dash. The ministry also
gave $250.00 to the Backpack Ministry. Since it
may be awhile before any fundraising can be
done, donations to TAME would be appreciated.
You can do this on line on the website. Also if
you still have any TAME cans from last spring,
you can bring those to the church during office
hours. We are hoping to do our Rise Against
Hunger meal packing in the fall of 2021, so all
donations towards that and other hunger issues are greatly appreciated.

LOOKING FORWARD TO JOYFUL
TRAVELS IN 2021

Bible Study at Home

White Star Tours begins offering trips the second quarter of 2021. Nancy Craft and I have
gone through their new catalogs -the regular
one and a special one celebrating their 50th anniversary.
We are looking at June and September. There
are so many good choices we will let you
know as soon as we decide which ones we think
will be the best ones for the JOYFUL JOURNEY
TRAVEL CLUB. Information will be in the
church newsletter, on the church website, and
in the ROANOKE TIMES. Stay tuned. Julia
Greer 540-330-7933 looking forward to the
New Year.

Reading the Bible: Daily scripture readings
taken from the Common Lectionary are listed on
the newsletter calendar.
Daily Devotions: The January/February Upper
Room is available for pick-up at the church,
please call before dropping by. If you can’t come
by a copy will be mailed to you, please contact the
church (992-3030) to request one. If you do have
a computer these are available daily online, just
go to www.upperroom.org and click on the devotion. No need to sign up, just scroll down for the
devotion.

Botetourt Food Pantry
We are continuing to collect food for the Botetourt
Food Pantry every Thursday. If you have any donations please bring them by and drop them into
the box by the front door. As always, thank you to
everyone for giving so generously to a worthy
cause.
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UMW News
During Christmas, our Adopted Family was a
single Mom with two sons -- a teenager and a
younger boy. They were going through a bit of
a tough time and we were able to provide gift
cards for Christmas shopping and four large
“Snack Tote Bags”. The family was most appreciative for making their Christmas a bit merrier.

Worry Less So You
Can Live More
Twenty-two Cents
tor
Cinderella Libera
Gone Girl Missing

Our annual UMW Christmas Party was held
on December 14 at Bellacino’s. Our group was
a bit smaller but we enjoyed each other’s company while social-distancing. The conversation
was lively and the food was quite good.

The Bird Boys

er
The Water Walk

We continued our December tradition of providing $5 McDonald’s and Hardee’s gift cards to
the Rescue Mission Ministries for them to distribute to their residents at Christmas. We collected 40 cards and they were happy to receive
them.

CRAZY

Reading Challenge
Check out some of the new books on the
shelves of the UMW Library which is located in
the room to the right of the church narthex.
Many interesting books available in both hard
copy and audio await you and will open doors
of conversation about some difficult issues in
society today. Many children’s books also
available that are mission oriented. Any
questions, contact Linda Koloda 992-2744.

** JANUARY MEETING: Monday, January
11 – was scheduled to be our first UMW
meeting of the New Year. Unfortunately,
with the new Virginia regulations of allowing
only 10 people in a meeting or gathering,
the United Methodist Church has stated we
cannot meet at this time. We will reevaluate in person meetings later in 2021
(based on the ever-changing Covid-19 conditions).
Staying connected is vital to all of us. Our
prayer is that the vaccine will stop this virus
and we can return to some kind of normalcy. We ask you to let us know what is
happening in your individual lives as we
move forward. Please email (Barbara.
wiley@gmail.com) -- or call (992-4033) – We
want to share in your joys, sorrows, praises
and prayer requests.
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WE STILL HAVE PECANS!
These delicious pecans from Whaley’s Pecan Company in
Troy, Alabama, are packaged in 1 lb. bags -- halves or
chopped. Cost: $13 per pound. Be sure and get several bags
for your baking and nibbling! They freeze well and last a
long time. Contact Donna Henderson (992-5333) or Mona
Tolley (992-3496) to get yours.

Goodbye (and good riddance) to 2020!
HELL-OOOOO 2121!
Well, that’s not fair! 2020 was challenging but some wonderful
things happened including 6 successful St Mark’s Blood Drives!
We collected 320 units which could impact almost 1,000 people.
Now it’s time to launch the 2021 blood drive season. Sign up NOW for our first
drive on January 9th. There are many open spots throughout the day.
Also, sign up NOW for the March 13th blood drive to secure your favorite time
slot. Don’t worry if your plans change, just call us and we will adjust the schedule.
Mark your calendars with the rest of 2021’s blood drive dates:
· January 9th
· March 13th
· May 8th
· July 10th
· September 11th
· November 6th

People who are healthy and have a mask are welcome to volunteer at each blood
drive. We need workers for registration, taking temperatures, sanitizing tables,
chairs and stations and signing up people for the next blood drive.
Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS, visit RedCrossBlood.org or RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass to schedule an appointment.
Call Don or Susan Rose Ditzler to sign-up, volunteer or ask questions at 540977-2675.
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Galatians 6:9
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Children’s Ministries 

A letter from Kathleen
Hello friends!
Happy New Year! I sure hope that
you and your families have had a
blessed holiday season! SMUMC
Childrens’ Ministries closed out
the year by distributing 24 “Take
Home Advent Kits” and putting together a “Virtual Choir” for the
congregation to enjoy during the
Christmas Eve service. Despite
the circumstances of this past
year, my spirit was undoubtedly
lifted by the hearts and faith of
our youngest members! My continued prayer is that our children
look for God in not only the extraordinary moments, but also
their everyday, ordinary experiences. I encourage you to share
with your families ways that you
have seen God’s love throughout
this past year. Maybe reflect on
how you have shared God’s love
and how you would like to be an
instrument of God’s love in the
coming new year.
Love and Grace,
Kathleen

FROG

Children’s Ministries



Check out Harrison Hanna’s Upcoming Events:
Advent Wreath from his kit! Scripture Reading: I would like to

get the kids more involved in our
virtual worships. If any of your
kids would like to read the scripture for virtual worship, please let
me know!

Zoom Hangouts will continue!
Watch for more information.
SMUMC Children are welcome to
join Kathleen and their church
friends for virtual fun and fellowship.
A zoom invitation will be sent via
email to families for their children
to join.
***FROG DOLLARS ARE BACK!!
***

Dollars!!!

How to Earn FROG Dollars while participating in ZOOM Hangouts
123234-

: For showing up!
: For having your Bible with you
:For opening or closing the group in prayer
:Sharing with the group a “God Sighting” (How have you seen or felt God
recently)
:For sharing with the group your favorite Bible story
:Talking with your Family about our “Exploration Question” (A question I
will ask during our zoom hangout to spike curiosity about our Faith)

Youth news  Birthdays  Youth news  Anniversaries
January Ship- and differing displays for people
yard Newsletter to view, as well as a Live Nativity.
Hello Everyone!
We hope you
We measured our success not
have had a joy- by the carloads but by the nuous start to
merous people who said that we
your Holiday Season.
had brought the joy and spirit
of Christ back to Christmas this
The Youth and many volunteers year during the pandemic when
put on the Drive Thru Christmany were feeling no joy at all.
mas Light Event December 18th
through the 20th from 6pm to
We would like to specially
10 pm. We had many volunthank:
teers, and donations to make
Barbara Wiley
this event so successful! During Boy Scout Troop 211
the event we had 3,514 carloads UMM/UMW
come to St. Marks UMC to see
The Shields Family
our display. We had many peo- The Francis Family
ple travel from across the state, The Lisle Family
a few from out of state, and the The Hanna Family
Roanoke Valley Jeep Club came The Tolley Family
to our event to participate. We
The Hamblin Family
had more than 10,000 lights
The Wilhoit Family

The Beard Family
The Lightners
Andrew and Katherine BinnsLoveman
Dave and Lisa Berry
And all the congregation members who donated lights, cords,
and time to make this event
truly special! Thank you all for
supporting it and coming to see
the event! We are already looking forward to making next
years event bigger and better!
Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!
Kelly

Website: www.stmarksmethodist.com
E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White: justinwhite@vaumc.org
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com
Erin Huddleston: StMarksErinH@gmail.com
Asherah Capellaro: ajcapellaro@gmail.com
Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
19 Cedar Ridge Drive
Daleville, VA 24083
Phone: 540-992-3030
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January 2021
Sun

3 Drive thru

Communion 11 am
In-Person Service 9:15
am (Registration Required)
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Psalm 147:12-20
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:(1-9), 10-18

Mon

4
Psalm 110; Proverbs
3:1-12; James 4:11-17

Tue

5
Psalm 110; Proverbs
22:1-9; Luke 6:27-31

Wed

6
Epiphany of the Lord

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13
Psalm 8
Revelation 21:1-6a
Matthew 25:31-46

2
Psalm 148; Proverbs 1:1-7; James
3:13-18

8
7
Psalm 29; 1 Samuel 3:1- Psalm 29; 1 Samuel
16:1-13; 1 Timothy
21; Acts 9:10-19a
4:11-16

9
Psalm 29 ; 1 Kings
2:1-4, 10-12; Luke
5:1-119

Blood Drive
10-2

Second Sunday after
Christmas
10
In-Person Service 9:15
am (Registration Required)
Genesis 1:1-5
Psalm 29
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11

11
Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36;
Genesis 17:1-13; Romans 4:1-12

12
Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36;
Exodus 30:22-38; Acts
22:2-16

13
Psalm 69:1-5, 30-36;
Isaiah 41:14-20; John 1:2934

14
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
Judges 2:6-15; 2 Corinthians 10:1-11

15
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18;
Judges 2:16-23;
Acts 13:16-25

16
Psalm 139:1-6, 1318; 1 Samuel 2:2125; Matthew 25:1-13

18
Psalm 86; 1 Samuel
9:27-10:8; 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1

19
Psalm 86; 1 Samuel
15:10-31; Acts 5:1-11

20
21
Psalm 86; Genesis 16:1-14; Psalm 62:5-12;
Luke 18:15-17
Jeremiah 19:1-15; Revelation 18:11-20

22
Psalm 62:5-12;
Jeremiah 20:7-13; 2
Peter 3:1-7

23
Psalm 62:5-12;
Jeremiah 20:14-18;
Luke 10:13-16

25
Psalm 46; Genesis
12:1-9; 1 Corinthians
7:17-24

26
Psalm 46; Genesis
45:25-46:7; Acts 5:3342

27
Psalm 46; Proverbs 8:121; Mark 3:13-19a

29
28
Psalm 111; Deuteronomy Psalm 111; Deuteron3:23-29; Romans 9:6-18 omy 12:28-32;
Revelation 2:12-17

30
Psalm 111; Deuteronomy 13:1-5; Matthew 8:28-9:1

Baptism of the Lord
17
In-Person Service 9:15
am (Registration Required)
1 Samuel 3:1-10, (11-20)
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
John 1:43-51

Second Sunday after the
Epiphany
24
In-Person Service 9:15
am (Registration Required)
Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12
1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Third Sunday after the
Epiphany
31
In-Person Service 9:15
am (Registration Required)
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Psalm 111
1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28

Fourth Sunday after the
Epiphany

