
A young writer remembered an event from her childhood that had a great impact upon 
her life. She was in second grade. It was near Valentine’s Day. Back then they would 
have Valentine’s Day parties at her school. Right around the first part of February, her 
teacher placed a big, decorated box at the front of the room. It had a slit in the top. The 
teacher had invited each student to bring valentines addressed to classmates and    
deposit them in the box.  

On Valentine's Day, one student was designated by the teacher as the “postman” to distribute the 
cards.  
Now earlier that week her mother had bought a package of 35 valentine cards. She asked her mom, 
"Why did you buy so many?" To which her mother replied, "So you can give one to each person in 
your class." “Mother! I don’t want to do it that way!” she exclaimed. “I only want to give cards to my 
friends. I only need four cards. I don't even like some of the people in my class." Her mother said 
nothing else. The little girl signed four cards and put the names on the front. 
Everybody was excited when the Valentine's Party began. The girl designated as postman began 
calling the names and handing out the cards. Some very popular children got bunches of cards. 
The little girl heard her name called quite often and was having a wonderful time. But then she   
became aware that the little girl sitting in front of her had received no cards. Her head was droop-
ing lower and lower. Then suddenly the postman called this little girl's name and delivered to her 
one valentine. Her face lit up like morning sunshine. She tore open that valentine, hurrying to see 
who had cared enough to send it. She looked over her shoulder and saw that it was signed "Your 
secret admirer." The little girl smiled and glanced around the room, wondering who it could be. 
"But", said the writer, "I knew who it was but I didn't tell. I recognized my mother's handwriting." 
Her mother had obtained a class roster and had sent a card to every child in the class. The young 
writer learned from her mother what her mother learned from God: that God's love is for all!       
Everybody is invited to God's party! 
 
Some may think of Cupid, the god of Love as depicting the greatest symbol of love at Valentines. 
You remember him. Some guy with wings dressed in a diaper with a bow and arrow.  
 
I would like to think that we can do far better than that as our symbol of love.  
 
You may think this is weird, but, I’d like to suggest we 
claim Jesus as the symbol for Valentine’s Day.  It’s 
really not weird at all come to think about it. Valen-
tine’s Day is all about love, and Jesus is pure love! We 
don’t need a bow and arrow to share love, do we?  
Draw closer to Christ and you will experience the  
greatest love of all!  
 
Jesus says! I am yours! Let us be His! Happy Valen-
tine’s Day!  
 
Pastor Terry 
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Hello friends, 
As we begin a new month of 

Valentines and Love, what does that call 
us to do, as Caring Courageous Disciples 
of Jesus, to share His Kingdom with our 
hurting world?  I recently found a Mission 
Challenge card that was handed out at St. 
Mark’s, don’t remember from whom or 
when, but the words are still a good re-

minder of how we as Christians are to live: 
Gracious God, teach me how to serve  

Your people.                                                                                                                  
Teach me to do justice, to teach justice  

and to seek justice.                                                                                                    
Teach me to love kindness, to demonstrate  

kindness and to reach out in kindness.                                                            
And as you teach me how to serve Your world, 

teach me what it means to  
walk humbly with You.  Amen   

Ezekiel 36: 25 – 27, God promises to . . . “give 
you a new heart . . . and give you His Spirit.”                                           
My prayer for all of us is to be renewed by 
God’s new heart and Spirit to live as Jesus in 
our world. 
 
Peggy Lootens 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
Began on Tuesday, January 25th, 7 pm  
Downstairs in room 103 

Are you weary from your challenges, 
wounded by your battles, or worried 
your world is spinning out of control? If 
so, this book and study are just for you! 
Together we will reflect on “You Were Made 
For This Moment” and the insights into the 
story of Esther and its application for our time.  
Books can be found at amazon.com or cokes-
bury.com. 
 

 Online Worship! 
Every Sunday! 

A Worship service is posted on Facebook and a 
link is emailed to those who are on our 
Wednesday/Sunday updates list. If you’d like 
to sign up for the updates please contact the 
church office. 
 

Live-Streaming 
The hardware for our live streaming system is 
ordered! A media platform is being built! We 
are hopefully going to be streaming by Febru-
ary!  When real construction starts the sanctu-

ary may look a little messy for a week or two-
please be patient and keep an extra eye on cu-
rious little hands and feet. As always, Erin is 
happy to answer any questions and she can 
and call Stage Sound with any she doesn't 
know the answer to. 
We will need people who are willing to be on a 
rotation to operate our live streaming system 
for the 11 am service. If this sounds like some-
thing that will be fun to you please contact 
Erin. When the system is installed there will be 
training and someone from Stage Sound will be 
around on our first "live" Sunday to help us if 
we need him. 

 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
As 2021 has officially come to a close 
I wanted to share the overall finan-
cial picture for 2021.  Spending for 
the year overall was under budget 

(93% of budget).  This reduced spend was a 
positive impact to our bottom line.  For income 
vs expenses for the year, we show a $23,509 
surplus.  However, an important note is that 
mortgage principal is not considered with ex-
penses.  So once the total 2021 principal pay-
ments of $59,290 is subtracted, the overall 
story for the year is that we finished with 
$35,781 less funds than we started.  However, 
the positive note here is that $20,000 of this 
drop is explained by the fact we paid an extra 
$20,000 toward the FLC mortgage principle 
above and beyond the standard monthly pay-
ments.  The remaining $15,781 of this drop we 
can view as a deficit. 
 
Looking toward 2022 we still have ground that 
we need to cover in terms of giving.  2021 had 
the benefit of a one-time $23,000 payroll fed-
eral protection loan.  2022 will not have this 
benefit and giving will need to increase to cover 
this gap. For this new year we must continue 
to build a positive trend of increased atten-
dance and faithful giving to help make the fu-
ture goals and missions of St. Marks a reality.  
 

Prayer Chain 
Did you know that we have prayer warriors be-
hind the scenes praying for our church family 
and their friends and family. We also pray for 
ministries and situations. This is done via e-
mail. If you would like to be one of our prayer 
warriors, contact Susan Wagner at  
susanbwagner59@gmail.com. 
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Prayer Concerns 
Please lift up in prayer the following... 

♦ Harvey Woodmansee, who is still in the 
hospital. 

♦ Bob and Gretch Boeren for lost loved 
ones. 

♦ All those with Covid. 
♦ Beth Clark for healing of her broken leg. 

 
 

Meals for the Clarks 
As most of you know, our pastor's wife, Beth, 
fell before Christmas and broke her leg.  She 
will be laid up for a while so they could really 
use some help with meals.  Here  is the link to 
"TAKE THEM A MEAL".  Please sign up to feed 
our Pastor & his family.   
Go to: www.TakeThemAMeal.com/UBRW0657 
 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Mark’s Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the last 
Thursday of every month at 1 pm.  The mem-
bers gather to talk, pray and make prayer 
shawls which they then give to people who have 
need of prayer and comfort. If you’d like more 
information or would like to join us call Nancy 
Hamblin (992-5505). 
 
 

 GRIEFSHARE,  Spring 2022 
A new season of GriefShare will begin on Thurs-
day, February 17, 2022.  Anyone who has lost 
a loved one is welcome to join us at either of the 
2 sessions:  10:00 – 11:30 AM, or 6:30 – 8:00 
PM.  We will watch the video together at the be-
ginning of each class with group discussion to 
follow.  There is a workbook that will be given 
free to all participants that can be used to take 
notes with the video and then taken home with 
devotionals that can be done during the week.  
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall honoring 
the use of face masks and distancing.  Pease 
call Peggy Lootens (276-759-1485) or the 
church office (540-992-3030) with any ques-
tions or to sign up for the class.  There are 13 
weeks of lessons.  If weather causes Botetourt 
Schools to close, we won’t meet. 
 
 
 
 
 

Diner’s Group /LOA 
Diners are meeting Tuesday, February 1st at 11 am. Our 
speaker will be Cindy Markham who will explain how to 
use the Va Navigator website to find resources. Call 
Brenda at 309-9898 if you are 60 or older and are inter-
ested in joining this group.  
 

JOYFUL JOURNEY News 
The Joyful Journey Travel Club invites you 
to join them on their trips for 2022    
 
(1)  Pa. Amishlands featuring "David"  at the 
Sight & Sound Theater   April 25-27   (3 days/ 
2 nights)  $419 per person (double occu-
pancy) add $139 for a single 
Included in this package are: 2 nights lodging, 
2 breakfasts, 2 dinners - including a family 
style dinner and a smorgasbord dinner per-
formance of "DAVID", guided tour of the Amish 
countryside, including stops at an Amish craft 
farm and bake shop, Kitchen Kettle Village. 
Country Store and Miniature Horse Farm. 
Luggage handling. taxes and meal gratuities, 
motorcoach transportation and driver's tip. 
 
(2)  Pioneer Valley of Western Massachu-
setts   Sept. 28 - Oct. 1   ( 6 days / 5 
nights )    $884 per person (double occu-
pancy) add $359 for a single 
Included in this package are:  5 nights lodging, 
including 3 nights lodging in the Chicopee, MA. 
area, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners including a light 
dinner and Fireplace Feast Dinner at the Salem 
Cross Inn admission to Magic Wing Conserva-
tory & Gardens, admission to the Springfield 
Museums at the Quadrangle, admission to old 
Sturbridge Village, admission to the Norman 
Rockwell Museum,  visit to the Yankee Candle 
Flagship Store Luggage handling in Chicopee 
(pack an overnight bag for stops coming and go-
ing), taxes and meal gratuities, motorcoach 
transportation and driver's tip. 
 
For more information and registration form 
contact Julia Greer, Joyful Journey Travel 
Club  540-330-7933.   
 

UMM News 
The St. Mark’s Methodist men will 
meet at 6 pm at the church on 
Monday, February 14.  
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UMW News 
At our first meeting of the 
New Year in January, we 
held our annual  A Call to 
Prayer and Self-

Denial  program entitled Love, Justice and 
Service: Answering the Call.   Our scripture 
from 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, explained the varie-
ties of gifts, services and activities, but that it is 
the same God that activates them all.  We ex-
plored the lay Order of Deaconess and Home 
Missioner administered by United Methodist 
Women and delved into the stories of several 
Deaconesses.  We thoughtfully gave to support 
their education, training and to provide support 
to retirees as their lifetime vocation of love, jus-
tice and service continues throughout their 
lives. 
 
Looking to our February 14 meeting at 6 
pm: 
SCAMS !   SCAMS !   SCAMS ! 
How often have we heard that lately ?!  John 
Alexander, our Commonwealth Attorney, will 
join us that evening to discuss some of the 
current SCAMS and the perspective of law 
enforcement.  Following will be a Q & 
A.   Ladies -- Men -- you are all invited to 
join us for this very important and timely 
program that affects us all. 
 

 

The UMW 
Reading 
Program 

 

Separated by the Border -In 
2017 five-year-old Julia traveled 
with her mother, Guadalupe, from 
Honduras  to  the  United 
States. Her harrowing journey 
took her through Mexico in the 
cargo section of a tractor trailer. 
Then she was separated from her 
mother, who was held hostage by 
smugglers who exploited her 
physically and financially. At the United States 
border, Julia came through the processing cen-
ter as an unaccompanied minor after being 
separated from her stepdad who was deported. 
Gena Thomas tells the story of how Julia came 
to the United States, what she experienced in 
the system, and what it took to reunite her with 
her family. A Spanish-speaking former mission-

ary, Gena became Julia's foster mother and wit-
nessed firsthand the ways migrant children ex-
perience trauma. Weaving together the stories 
of birth mother and foster mother, this book 
shows the human face of the immigrant and 
refugee, the challenges of the immigration and 
foster care systems, and the tenacious power of 
motherly love. Social Action – Hard copy 

Growing Peace:  A Story 
of Farming, Music and 
Religious Harmony. On 
the morning of Septem-
ber 11, 2001, J. J. Keki, 
a Ugandan musician and 
coffee farmer, was in New 
York, about to visit the 
World Trade Center. In-
stead, J.J. witnessed the 

terrorist attack on the Twin Towers. He came 
away from this event with strong emotions 
about religious conflict. Why should people be 
enemies because of their religions?  This photo-
essay for children is a story of coexistence, fo-
cusing on Jewish, Muslim, and Christian fami-
lies in a Ugandan village who created a Fair 
Trade Coffee Cooperative and learned to live 
and work together peacefully.  Mission Educa-
tion – Hard Copy – Children’s Section 

In The Time Is Now, Sister 
Joan Chittister—a rabble-
rousing force of nature for 
social justice and fervent 
proponent of personal faith 
and spiritual fulfillment—
draws on the wisdom of 
prophets, both ancient and 
modern, to help us confront 
the societal forces that op-
press and silence the sacred 
voices among us.  She has 
written this to spell out with 
clarity why issues occur, which issues occur, 
what must be done, how things are packaged vs 
how they truly are & illuminates whose agenda 
it serves to hold onto oppression or exploitation 
vs embrace change. Very inspirational and a 
necessary book that has impeccable timing for 
the challenges we face as a global community 
and as spiritual bankrupts of this time. Spiri-
tual Growth – Hard Copy 
 
Any questions regarding the UMW Reading Li-
brary, contact Linda Koloda (992-2744) 
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SWEET TREATS FOR YOUR 
SWEETIE ? 

 

Look no further than our own St. Mark's 
Cookbooks ! 
Whip up something delicious for all those 
sweeties out there AND of course, your-
self !   This wonderful Cookbook is chocked full 
of delicious recipes to hit that sweet tooth and 
keep you warm too.  Copies are only $5 
each and make really thoughtful gifts for any-
time.  Copies are available by contacting the 
Church Office (992-3030). 
 
A sweet treat to try:  Cinnamon Spiced Pecans 
 

1/2 cup sugar 
3 teaspoons ground cinnamon 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 large egg white 
1 pound large pecans 
 

Preheat oven to 300°.  In a small bowl, combine 
sugar, cinnamon and salt.  In a large bowl, 
lightly beat egg white.  Add pecans; stir until 
coated.  Sprinkle with sugar mixture; mix well. 
 

Spread in a single layer on a greased baking 
sheet.  Bake until lightly browned, 20-25 min-
utes, stirring once. Cool on waxed pa-
per.   ENJOY ! 
 

PECANS !  PECANS !   PECANS ! 
Our delicious pecans from Whaley Pecan Com-
pany are just what you need to make the tasty 
treat above.  They are delicious for your baking 
or just plain yummy to munch on.  They freeze 
well too -- so you will want to 
keep them year-round.  They 
come packaged in 1 pound bags 
(halves and chopped).   
Cost: $13 per pound.  To get 
yours, please contact Mona Tol-
ley (992-3496). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. Mark’s UMC Blood 
Drive Report 

38 units were collected at the 
January 8, 2022 blood drive!  

That can help up to 114     
people!  

 
 

There is a very serious blood shortage – 
the worst in over a decade!  

Blood supplies are dangerously low. 
 
 

Sign up now! 
Saturday, March 12, 2022 

 
 
 
 

For an appointment, please visit  
redcrossblood.org 

Or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
 

Food will be permitted at this blood drive.  
Yahoo! 

Please call Susan at 540-797-8430 to vol-
unteer to help! 

 

Call Don or Susan Rose Ditzler at 540-977-
2675 to make or change reservations.  

 

“Carry each other’s burdens and so you will 
fulfill the law of Christ.” 

 Galatians 6:2 
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A letter from Kathleen 

Hello Friends! 

How is everyone doing? If you’re like me, you 
might be feeling a little worn down. The year 
2022 feels much the same as the year before. 
We face many uncertainties, and so many of us 
are simply spent… I wanted to share with you 
all a lit bit of hope I found and cling to fervently. 
The words are from one of my most treasured 
books, “The Fellowship of The Ring” by none 
other than J.R.R. Tolkien 

“The world is indeed full of peril, and in it 
there are many dark places; but still there 
is much that is fair, and though in all lands 
love is now mingled with grief, it grows 
perhaps the greater.” 

I return to these words when I feel depleted… 
Lately, that has been felt like my baseline. I 
know I am not alone in that. AND, more often, I 
am reminded of how transformative God's love 
is. Among the peril, and the dark places, God's 
love illuminates and gives us hope. We can find 
that in each other. We can be that for each 
other. Let us be in awe of what love can do. 

Sending Love and Grace,  

Kathleen  

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events: 

FROGS and Tadpoles:  February 13th  
and February 27th from 5-6:30 pm 
and continuing every 2nd and 4th 
Sunday of each month. Please note the 
earlier pick up time. In response to the 
rise of COVID cases within our county, 

dinner will not be served during program until 
further notice.  

Children’s Ministry Parent Planning Meeting: 
Please join me virtually on Sunday, Feb 6th at 
6:30 pm to help outline and brainstorm Chil-
dren’s Ministry  program plans/ideas. All input 
is valued and welcome! A zoom link will be sent 
to all parents, and those currently involved in 
Children’s Ministry. If you do not receive regular 
emails from me, and would like to participate, 
please send me an email so I can provide you 
with the zoom link to join. 

***If you are interested in leading or assist-
ing with Sunday School please contact Kath-
leen. We are in need of regular Nursery and 
Sunday School Volunteers!*** 

Safe Sanctuary Training: Anyone working with 
children or youth need to be Safe Sanctuary 
Trained. If you have been unable to attend our 
most recent trainings or need your training re-
newed, please reach out! We will do our best to 
provide various trainings to accommodate vary-
ing schedules. 

Scripture Reading: I would like to get the kids 
more involved in our virtual worships. If any of 
your kids would like to read the scripture for 
virtual worship, please let me know! 

�  Children’s Ministries    � Children’s Ministries       � 

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month 

Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  

19 Cedar Ridge Drive       Daleville, VA   24083  

Phone:  540-992-3030 

Website:  www.stmarksmethodist.com 

E-mail: Rev. Terry Clark:  terryclark@vaumc.org  
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com  
Erin Huddleston:  StMarksErinH@gmail.com  
Asherah Capellaro:  ajcapellaro@gmail.com 
Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com 
Kathleen Nettnin: konettnin@gmail.com 

Office Hours: Becky is here M-F 9-12:30 (9-3:30 on Thu)  

Pastor Terry and Erin are in the office M-Thu mornings. If you are dropping by in the afternoon please call first,  

Pastor Terry and/or Erin are usually in the office in the afternoons, Mon - Thu 
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Youth news   � Birthdays  � Youth news   � Anniversaries 

Shipyard Youth  

Hello St Marks UMC! There are 
some new updates for Shipyard 
as follows.  
The healthy church team met 
and for the safety of the church 
and all involved masks will be 

required at all times. There will no longer be 
dinner served. We will be  shortening youth 
time from by 30 minutes, still starting at 5, to 
accommodate the change. I will include the 
healthy church teams guidelines and contact if 
you may have questions. 
 
February 6th we will show some love to our 
church by finishing cleaning up Christmas 
decorations and doing a church spruce up.  
February 13th we will begin doing a study on 
love to carry throughout the month.  
February 20th and 27th we will continue our 
love study as we will also be playing games 
and preparing words of affirmation to our com-
munity.  
 
If you have a student in the 6th grade or 
higher that is interested in making the com-
mitment to take the next step in their faith 
and participate in confirmation, we are doing a 
spring class. We will also need mentors.  If you 
feel that walking beside a youth during this 

important time is something you would like to 
do while being a servant for the lord,  please 
contact me or Pastor Terry.  
 
Furthermore Shipyard is expanding!!!! :) If 
you are of  college age or a young adult and 
want to be in ministry together, we are starting 
a College and Young Adult Ministry group at 
St. Marks. We will try to get together once a 
quarter and have conversations, do fun activi-
ties together, and also be a mentor to our 
youth still at home. If you or someone you 
know would like to be a part of this ministry 
please reach out with contact information and 
any questions.  
 
There are lots of exciting things happening in 
Shipyard and our church. As we navigate the 
pandemic together and are being in commu-
nity for Jesus Christ, please be in prayer for 
our ministries, participate, and invite your 
friends. 
 
 Please contact me if you are interested in any 
that we are doing or if you would like to be in-
volved or a servant for Jesus in this way, let us 
know! We would love to have you!  
 
-Kelly  
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     February 2022 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Women’s Bible Study 10 am 
Diner’s Club 11 am 
Cub Scouts 6:45 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
Pastor’s Bible Study 7 pm 

2 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
Al-Anon 11 am 

6 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 
Youth 5-6:30 pm 

 
 
 
 

Baptism of Our Lord 
1st Sunday after Epiphany 

7 
NarAnon 6 pm 
Worship Band 6:15 pm 
AA 7 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 

8 
Women’s Bible Study 10 am 
Cub Scouts 6:45 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
Pastor’s Bible Study 7 pm 

9 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

10 
Administrative Council 
7 pm 

11 
 

12 
Al-Anon 11 am 

13 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

FROGs/Tadpoles 5-6:30 
pm 

Youth 5-6:30 pm 
 

 
Scout Sunday 
2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

14 
United Methodist 
Women 6 pm 
United Methodist 
Men 6 pm  
NarAnon 6 pm 
Worship Band 6:15 pm 
AA 7 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
 

15 
Women’s Bible Study 10 am 
Cub Scouts 6:45 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
Pastor’s Bible Study 7 pm 
 
 
 

16 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

17 
GriefShare 10 am 
GriefShare 6:30 pm 

18 
 

19 
Al-Anon 11 am 
 

20 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 
Youth 5-6:30 pm 

 
 
 
 
3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

21 
NarAnon 6 pm 
Worship Band 6:15 pm 
AA 7 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
MOSS 7 pm 

22 
Women’s Bible Study 10 am 
Cub Scouts 6:45 pm 
Boy Scouts 7 pm 
Pastor’s Bible Study 7 pm 

23 
AA Meeting 3 pm 
Hand bells 5:30 pm 
Choir 6:30 pm 
Women’s Hope AA 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8 pm 

24 
GriefShare 10 am 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
1 pm 
GriefShare 6:30 pm 
 

25 
 

26 
Al-Anon 11 am 

27 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

FROGs/Tadpoles 5-6:30 
pm 

Youth 5-6:30 pm 
 

 
 
4th Sunday after Epiphany 

28 
NarAnon 6 pm 
Worship Band 6:15 pm 
AA 7 pm 
Al Anon 7 pm 
BTCWC 7 pm 

     


