
 
My St. Mark’s family-  

 

As many of you know, the United Methodist Church will be having a special general 

conference from Feb. 23-26 in St. Louis, MO.  This meeting of the global church 

seeks to find solutions to how our church approaches issues of human sexuality, 

which have been debated for decades with little resolution. 

 

We don’t know what the outcome of the conference will be.  There may be significant decisions 

made that will eventually affect the local church, and there may not.  Trying to discern a way for-

ward for the denomination when there are such differing views on scriptural interpretation is 

very difficult.   

 

What we do know is that on Feb. 27- and every day after- Jesus Christ will still be Lord, and peo-

ple will still need the church.  St. Mark’s mission of equipping caring, courageous disciples will 

continue!   

 

Please be in prayer for our church and mission around the world and especially for our Virginia 

Conference delegates who will be attending.  If you have questions, let me know, and I will do my 

best to answer them.  Much more information is available at www.umc.org.  I encourage you to 

take a look and learn more!   

 

 

Strength and Wisdom, 

Pastor Justin 
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“Communication works 
properly only when we listen 

in order to understand.  Unfortunately, too 
many of us listen only in order to reply.”   
When I saw this anonymous quote re-
cently I thought it was worth applying to 
our struggle as human beings trying to 
work together in ministry with fellow chil-
dren of God who disagree with us.  Our 

congregation is made up of many differing 
points of view across all generations, each of us 
seeking to serve our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  Communication towards understand-
ing is important.  Can we come to the table 
with honest dialogue in an attitude of shared 
faith, not to change each other, but to under-
stand each other better?  Can we agree to dis-
agree?   
 
The human response to disagreement is often 
anger and divisiveness. Christ calls us to live, 
not as the world does, but with the love and 
grace we receive from God. How will we face de-
cision times when we don’t see things the 
same? Can we face those times together with-
out imploding? Can we come together to grow 
in understanding?  
 
The Methodist Church’s mission statement is, 
“Open hearts, open minds and open doors.”   
What if we reverse that and ask ourselves, 
“When we open our doors are we doing so with 
open minds and open hearts.”   
 

In Christ, 
Peggy Lootens, Lay Leader 

 
 

TAME Souper Bowl 
Soup and Sandwich 

Luncheon 
Join us for a soup luncheon spon-
sored by TAME on Sunday, Febru-
ary 3rd at noon in the Fellowship 
Hall.  All proceeds go to help feed 
the hungry in our community, 
state and world.   
If you would like to help with the 
luncheon by providing soup, sand-
wiches or dessert, contact Karen 
Sledd nursek088@hotmail.com. 
 

Finance Corner 
On behalf of our Finance team, thank you to 
everyone who contributed to the mission and 
ministries of St. Mark’s in 2018.  We collected 
approximately $414,000 for the year, against 
expenses of $423,000.  This leaves us with a 
shortfall of roughly $9000 (exact figures will 
depend on the value of stock gifts received).  
While we wish we would have come all the way 
into the black, we rejoice that we raised 98% of 
the funds needed!   
We firmly believe that through faith and hard 
work, our congregation can overcome this defi-
cit in the coming year.  For example, if every 
church family gave just an additional $20 a 
month, we would not only eclipse the shortfall, 
but would have a surplus that could further 
pay down our mortgage on the Family Life Cen-
ter (FLC).   
 
Speaking of the FLC, thank you to everyone 
who also contributed to reducing the debt.  We 
received over $40,000 in gifts in December, 
bringing the balance on the FLC mortgage 
down to $780,867.  Thank you again to every-
one who gave generously to St. Mark’s last 
year!   

              Pastor Justin and Judy Morris,  
Finance Chair.   

 
 

GRIEFSHARE 
GriefShare is a small support group offering 
hope and encouragement for those who have 
lost someone they love through death. St. 
Mark’s UMC is beginning another cycle of 
classes on Thursday, February 28th through 
May 30th, 2019.  There will be two sessions 
each week at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm. 
GriefShare is open to anyone in the commu-
nity, and since each class will cover a different 
topic, you are welcome to begin on any Thurs-
day. Because participants may miss some class 
sessions, all are invited to return for another 
cycle of classes at any time.  Sharing this jour-
ney of grief with others can be very helpful. 
For more information you may call the church 
office (540-992-3030), Peggy Lootens (276-759-
1485), and check out the website at www.
griefshare.org. 
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Need a Hand? 
Is your family being affected by the government 
shutdown?  Please contact Pastor Justin.  The 
church may be able to help.   

 

Java with Justin!  
Are you interested in joining St. 
Mark’s? Maybe you have some ques-
tions about what makes the United 
Methodist Church unique?  What does 
it mean to be a member?  What do 
Methodists believe?   

Pastor Justin will be teaching a new member 
class from February 3rd-17th at 10 am during 
the Sunday School hour.  We’ll talk about how 
the United Methodist Church is designed, what 
our beliefs are, and what makes St. Mark’s 
special!  Bring your coffee and your questions!  
Send Pastor Justin an email if you are planning 
to attend, justinwhite@vaumc.org. 
 

The Ministry of Visiting 
needs you! 

Do you remember the first time you came to St 
Marks as a visitor? Did you feel welcome right 
away? Were you nervous? Here at Saint Mark's 
we have a visitation team that gives our guests 
a gift and thanks them for joining us for wor-
ship. Visiting is a small gesture but it goes a 
long way. If someone is visited the first time 
they go to a new church there are 85% more 
likely to come back again to worship. We cur-
rently have a small group of very faithful visi-
tors but could use more. Please briefly consid-
ered joining our visitation team. If you would 
like to join our team or if you have questions 
about what they do please contact Erin Huddle-
ston at stmarkserinh@gmail.com 
 

TAME News 
Looking for a new way to serve Christ?  Join the 
TAME Ministry Team. TAME stands for “That 
All May Eat”.  Join the team to help plan events 
to support the hungry in our community, state 
and world.  If you would like to be a part of the 
planning team, contact Emily Morris 
emilydmorris@aol.com or Susan Wagner 
susanbwagner59@gmail.com 
 

During Lent, the children of our church will be 
sponsoring a mission project for TAME.  They 
will decorate and distribute change cans for you 
to put your offering in.  TAME encourages you 
to skip just one meal a week during Lent and 
put the money that you would have spent on 
that meal in the offering can.  Return them the 

Sunday after Easter, April 28th.  You will be 
asked to sign your name by the number on the 
sign out sheet that is on your can when you 
pick up your can.  Look for the cans beginning 
on Sunday, February 17th.   
 

“Soup for Seniors”: Bring a can of soup, sal-
tine crackers or cans of tuna by Sunday, Febru-
ary 3rd to help Senior adults in our area.  There 
are boxes in the narthex and Family Life Center 
to collect your donations.  If you would like to 
know more about the “Soup of Seniors” pro-
gram, visit the website www.loaa.org. 
 

Women’s Daytime Bible Study 
Are you a woman who dares to say “yes” to the 
dreams that are stirring in your heart? In the 
study, “She Dreams”, author Tiffany Bluhm en-
courages you to discover and follow your God-
given dreams through the biblical study of 
Moses.  It took Moses a lifetime to live out his 
dream.   
We invite you to embark on this adventure with 
other women who are searching to fulfill their 
God-given dreams as well.  Join us for the in-
troduction of this study on Thursday, February 
21st at 9 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Bring a 
friend to join you.   
Please let Susan Wagner know you plan to at-
tend, so she can order a book for you.  You can 
email her at susanbwagner59@gmail.com. 
 

Women’s Evening Bible Study 
Women’s Thursday Evening Bible Study contin-
ues to meet at 7 pm each week at the home of 
Edna Nicely. If you’d like to know more about 
this study please call or email Edna Nicely 
(540-558-2790 or edna.nicely@gmail.com). 

 

Girl Power 
Girl Power is a ladies support group 
for current 5th  - 12th grade, moms 
and beyond. All are welcome to join 
for LET THE GOOD TIMES ROLL  

On March 3, 2:00-4:30 pm, we will meet at the 
Skate Center of the Roanoke Valley on Brandon 
Ave. Group discounts will include skate, rental 
and laser tag. Please RSVP to Becky Gay at 
reach2sky14@gmail.com 
 

Scrapbook Fellowship 
The February Scrapbook Fellowship will be on 
Thursday, February 21st from 11 am-2 pm in 
the Fellowship Hall.  Come join us if you are a 
veteran scrapper or if you are just getting 
started.  Members will be on hand to help you 
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get started if you are new at scrapbooking.  
Bring your own lunch.  For more information, 
contact Susan Wagner at susanbwag-
ner59@gmail.com 

 

Happy Birthday 
United Methodist 

Women! 
UMW is proclaiming a Special 
Birthday -- come and join the 

Party!   This year, United Methodist Women ob-
serve our proud past as we turn 150 years old! 

A bit of our history… On March 23, 1869, 
Mrs. William Butler and Mrs. Edwin Parker, 
wives of missionaries to India, were home on 
furlough.  They came and spoke to a group of 
eight women at Tremont Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Boston, Massachusetts.  They told 
about the desperate spiritual and physical 
needs of women in India.  A male doctor could 
not treat women.  Schooling for girls was al-
most non-existent.  Single, trained and dedi-
cated women were needed for medical and edu-
cational work. 

These eight women wrote a constitution and 
organized the Woman’s Foreign Missionary So-
ciety.   In 1973, we became United Methodist 
Women.  These women led the effort to raise 
money to send a woman doctor, Clara Swain, 
and a woman teacher, Isabella Thoburn, to 
serve the women of India. 

Dr. Swain began her medical work, resulting 
in the establishment of the first women’s hospi-
tal in Asia.  Ms. Thoburn began a school with 
six young girls in Lucknow.  This school ex-
panded to include Isabella Thoburn College, the 
first women’s college in Asia.  Both of these in-
stitutions are still serving the people of In-
dia. 

Since then, for nearly 150 years, United Meth-
odist Women has evolved to become the LARG-
EST women’s faith-based service and advocacy 
organization, underwriting programs that pro-
vide life-changing opportunities for women, 
children and youth around the world. 

In her report to the United Methodist 
Church’s General Conference in 2013, Harriet 
Jane Olson, our UMW chief executive officer, 
reported:  “Our work is not just about service, 
it’s about worship, it’s about standing up, step-
ping up, making our voices heard.  We try to 
help governments see the world the way we see 
the world because it will positively impact the 
lives of women, children and youth." 

United Methodist Women is open to all women 
of the church.  You do not have to be a mem-
ber. 

Come join us on Monday, February 11 at 6 
pm – and bring a friend.   We will enjoy cake 
and refreshments as we celebrate the dedica-
tion and foresight of our foremothers and con-
tinue our history in responding to God’s call to 
serve in missions. 

 

UMW Reading Program 
On these cold winter days you can curl up with 
a book in your favorite chair. The UMW has 
many selections from our reading program that 
is open to all members of the church. You need 
only to sign out your selection in the binder, 
read and return. These books are in the bride’s 
room. 
There are two new selections to the library. 
They are The Soulmaking Room and Eleanor, 
A Spiritual Biography about Eleanor Roosevelt 
faith journey. 

 
11 Night Alaska Cruise Tour 

June 6-17 
Package includes round trip air, 4 night es-
corted land tour, 1 night in Anchorage w/
Alaska RR Adventure Journey, 2 nights at 
Denali National Park w/narrated 7 hour Tun-
dra Wilderness Tour, private visit to Iditarod 
sled dog musher's house, 1 night at Alyeska Re-
sort w/ Mt. Alyeska tram ride and tour of Aly-
eska Wildlife Conservation Center, 7 night 
southbound Sawyer Glacier cruise with all 
meals aboard the Norwegian Jewel, nightly en-
tertainment and many other amenities and ac-
tivites, and port taxes . Brochures with more 
details such as ports of call and room catego-
ries with prices are on the bulletin board across 
from the choir room. There is a retired teacher 
who needs a roommate. Contact Julia Greer at 
540-330-7933 if you have any questions or are 
interested in going. 
 

Joyful Journey 
Enjoy Some Joyful Journeys  

During 2019 
1.March 28  Wohlfhart Haus Dinner Theater 
matinee  50's Music  

2. Sept. 25-27  Ride the Rails in West Virginia  
$496 per person (based on double occu-
pancy) Includes: 2 nights lodging, 2 break-
fasts, 1 lunch, 2 dinners, including an eve-
ning of entertainment, 2 trains in one day, 
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Seneca Caverns, Backwater Falls State Park, 
motorcoach transportation, taxes, meal gra-
tuities, and driver's tip. 

3. Nov. 14  Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theater 
Matinee  Christmas program  

4. Dec. 5-6  Christmas in NYC  $447 per per-
son (based on double occupancy) Includes: 1 
nights lodging, 1 breakfast, 1 dinner, Radio 
City Music Hall Christmas Spectacular  fea-
turing the Rockettes, 911 Museum inside 
and outside, a backdoor tour of Radio City 
Music Hall, Rockefeller Center, motorcoach 
transportation, taxes and meal gratuities, 
driver's tip.   

Complete trip details, registration forms, and 

sign up sheets are on the bulletin board across 
from the choir room. When signing up your cell 
phone number is REQUIRED. Home phone 
number is REQUIRED if you do not have a cell 
phone. A $25 deposit (non-refundable unless 
someone can be found to take your place or the 
trip is cancelled) is REQUIRED when you 
sign up or your place is not saved. The $25 is 
part of the trip cost and is not extra.  
 

Contact Julia Greer at 540-330-7933 if you 
have any questions, These trips are an outreach 
ministry of St. Mark's and everyone is welcome 
whether or not they are a member. 
The price of the Wohlfahrt trips will be available 
soon. 
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Children’s Ministries  
Down at the Pond 

FROGS and Tadpoles will meet on February 
10th to celebrate Valentine’s Day!  The        
Tadpoles will take their valentines home to 
share and the FROGs will make Valentines for 
our Shepherding Ministry and to take home!    
At our meeting on February 24th we will be 
learning about Jesus’ baptism.  Please continue 
to collect the tab tops from cans for the Ronald 
McDonald House.  Please mark your calendars 
with the following dates: 
FROGs/Tadpoles Winter/Spring 2019 

Schedule 
** Intergenerational fun and fellowship       

activities for the entire family! 
February 10:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm 
February 24:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm (FROG 
store OPEN at 7 pm) 
 
March 3:  FROGs/Tadpoles sing during the Ec-
clesia Worship Service at 9:15 
March 10:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm 
March 24:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm (FROG 
store OPEN at 7 pm) 
March 31:  Fifth Sunday Fellowship Event and 
Lunch 12:00 noon** 
 
April 14:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm 
April 28:  FROGs/Tadpoles 5-7 pm (FROG 
store OPEN at 7 pm) 
 
May 12:  FROGs/Tadpoles sing during the 
11:00 am Worship Service 
 

**  In case of bad weather, please watch 
Channel 7 WDBJ for a notice, or log     

onto www.wdbj7.com.  If you feel that the 
driving conditions in your area are     
dangerous, please do not come! 

 
Children’s Worship during the  

Ecclesia Worship Service 
Children’s Worship, for children age 4 through 
First graders, began during the Ecclesia Wor-
ship Service back in November.  Since then, we 
have moved Children’s Worship to room 101 
downstairs for both the Ecclesia and 11:00 
Worship Services.  Attendance has been very 
good!  Many thanks to Don and Betty Patterson 
for giving us a keyboard for our worship space!  
Many thanks also to the following dedicated 
folks who have agreed to be Worship Leaders 
during the Ecclesia Worship Service:  
Ed Noell                          Katie Flowers          
Katy White                      Denise Lisle       
Amanda Dillard               Wendy Hoover   
Erin Huddleston             Jessica Foster   
David Binns-Loveman   Isaac/Nina Rushing 
 

Mark Your Calendars NOW!! 
Vacation Bible School will be held Monday, 
July 15th through Friday, July 19th, from    
9 am to 12 noon!  This is the first time in quite 
a few years that we have planned to have a day-
time VBS.  Daytime VBS tends to draw many 
more children, especially from the community!  
Adult and Youth Volunteers are needed to 
teach, guide and help!  Several leadership roles 
have already been filled, please contact Lee Ann 
Critz to get your first choice! 
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Youth Events and News:  
The Shipyard Youth is off to a busy 
start to the New Year! In January we 
recapped from the Holiday and learned 
about New Year’s Resolutions and what 
that means in our Daily Lives. Febru-
ary will be a month gearing up for 
spring so let’s get ready!  

February 3rd we will have Sunday school at 
10 am. There will be no Youth that day. 

February 10th we will have Sunday school at 
10 am and Youth from 5 to 7 pm. Be prepared 
for games, and back to split Youth Group of 
Junior and Senior High. 

February 16/17th we have tentatively 
planned to go to Snowflex in Lynchburg VA 
one day that weekend. Check your calendars 
and get back to us with your preferred date! 
The cost is $25 per person for 2 hours of tub-
ing!  

 

February 24th we will have Sunday 
school at 10 am and Youth from 5 
to 7 pm. We will be discussing final 
logistics of Wesley Weekend Youth 
Retreat that is March 1-3. Be ready 
to discuss the exciting weekend put 
on by VT Wesley and the Roanoke 

District Youth!  

Reminder: We have our Mission Trip coming 
up June 16th through 21st in Indy IN. If you 
are interested in going, or have not paid your 
deposit please talk to me, Erin or Justin. 
Thank you for your constant support and love 
of these wonderful young people! The growth 
and excitement they have for their ministry is 
inspiring! 

***If any adults want to volunteer or if you are 
of Youth age (6th -12th grade) and are not 
currently attending Youth Group, please 
email me at Shipyardyouth@gmail.com and 
I’ll help you get plugged in! 

         Kelly Berry, Director of Youth Ministry 
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Newsletter Deadline is the 20th of each month 
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM 

 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  
19 Cedar Ridge Drive       Daleville, VA   24083  

 

Phone:  540-992-3030 
Website:  www.stmarksmethodist.com 

E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White:  justinwhite@vaumc.org  

Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com  

Lee Ann Critz:  leeanncritz@yahoo.com 

Erin Huddleston:  StMarksErinH@gmail.com  

Michele Richardson:  stmarksmusicminister@gmail.com 

Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com 



   February 2019             

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 
 

2 
Girl Power 
6-8 pm 

3 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

New Member Class 10 am 
Souper Bowl / TAME 
Luncheon 12 noon 
NO Youth Group  

 
 
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

4 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 

Worship Band 7 pm 
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm 

5 
Diner’s Club 10:30 am 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 5:30 pm 
Scouts BSA 7 pm 
God 101 7 pm 

Shepherding Team  
2 pm 

6 
Midweek Service 11 am 

Adult Fellowship Luncheon 
11:30 am  

Chancel Choir 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8-9 pm 

7 
Thousand Thursday’s 

10-11:30 am  

Women’s Hope AA  
5:30 pm 

Financial Peace  
University 6:30 pm 

Ladies’ Bible Study 7 pm  

8 9 

10      Scout Sunday 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

New Member Class 10 am 
FROGs and Tadpoles 5 pm 

Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 
 
 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

11 
UMW 6 pm  
UMM 6 pm 

NarAnon 6:30 pm 
Worship Band 7 pm 
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm 

12 
The Diner’s Club  

10:30 am 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 5:30 pm 
Scouts BSA 7 pm 
God 101 7 pm 

 
 

13 
Midweek Service 11 am 

Handbells 6 pm  
Chancel Choir 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8-9 pm 

14 
Thousand Thursday’s 

10-11:30 am  
Trinity Outreach 5 pm 

(Erin’s Team) 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Financial Peace  

University 6:30 pm 
Ladies’ Bible Study 7 pm  

15 16 
 

17 
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

New Member Class 10 am 
Youth Group 5-7 pm 

 
 
 
 
 
Sixth Sunday After Epiphany 

18 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 

Worship Band 7 pm 
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm 

 

19 
The Diner’s Club  

10:30 am 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 5:30 pm 
Scouts BSA 7 pm 
God 101 7 pm 

20 
Midweek Service 11 am 

Handbells 6 pm  
Chancel Choir 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8-9 pm 

 

21 
Women’s Daytime  
Bible Study 9 am 

Scrapbook Fellowship 
11 am (see ad) 

Thousand Thursday’s 
10-11:30 am  

Women’s Hope AA  
5:30 pm 

Financial Peace  
University 6:30 pm 

Ladies’ Bible Study 7 pm  

22 
 

23 
 

 

24      
Worship 8:30 & 11 am 

Worship: Ecclesia 9:15 am 
Sunday Classes 10 am 

New Member Class 10 am 
FROGs and Tadpoles 5 pm 

Youth Group 5-7 pm 
 
 
 
Seventh Sunday After Epiphany 

25 
NarAnon 6:30 pm 

Worship Band 7 pm 
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm 

26 
The Diner’s Club  

10:30 am 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Cub Scouts 5:30 pm 
Scouts BSA 7 pm 
God 101 7 pm 

27 
 

Midweek Service 11 am 
Handbells 6 pm  

Chancel Choir 7 pm 
AA Meeting 8-9 pm 

28 
Women’s Daytime  
Bible Study 9 am 

Thousand Thursday’s 
10-11:30 am  

Prayer Shawl 1 pm 
Women’s Hope AA  

5:30 pm 
Financial Peace  

University 6:30 pm 
Ladies’ Bible Study 7 pm 
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