
 

My St. Mark’s family-  
 
Merry Christmas!  Those words will soon be on our lips and in our hearts.  While 
this Christmas will be unlike any others we have experienced, even a global pan-
demic cannot stop us from sharing the joy that Jesus will be born- the light of 
the world will come!   
 
-Christmas Eve Worship- Unless we receive updated instructions from the state 
or the conference, we plan to have two Christmas Eve services (5 pm and 7 pm).  
Space will be limited, so watch for further details.  If we have a great deal of in-
terest, we’ll add a third service.  And, of course, there will be an online service 
available.   
 
-Advent Offering- our Advent Offering this year will again benefit local mission 
programs and ministries.  We support the Botetourt Resource Center, Botetourt 
Food Pantry, Hermitage Roanoke (UMC senior housing), and more!  You can give 
to the Advent Offering online or by mailing a check to church. 
 
-Drive-Thru Christmas Lights- Since our drive-thru Trunk or Treat was such a 
great success, we’d like to celebrate the Christmas season with another drive-
thru event.  Look for more info in the Youth section!   
 
Looking forward to a blessed Advent season with all of you!   
Strength and Wisdom, 
Pastor Justin 
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Greetings friends and Merry Christmas, 
Admittedly, this will be a different kind of 
Advent season, just like this whole year 
has been a challenge!  Our GriefShare 
group is talking about how hard the holi-
days can be when you’ve lost someone 
special.  In some ways this year we have 

all experienced lost connections with special 
people through isolation and distance.  We will 
all be thinking of ways to do things differently.  
Maybe this year gives us the opportunity to 
draw closer to the true meaning of Christmas, 
without the glitz and hustle-bustle of activities 
that can seem disappointing when it’s all over. 
    In his book, In the Manger, Max Lucado tells 
of a small cathedral near Bethlehem that 
marks what might be Jesus’ birthplace.  After 
admiring the ancient church, you can enter a 
quiet cave behind the altar where a star em-
bedded in the floor recognizes the birth of 
Christ.  The one requirement is that you have 
to stoop, because the low door will not allow 
you to go in standing up. 
Max says, “The same is true of the Christ. You 
can see the world standing tall, but to witness 
the Savior, you have to get on your knees. 
       So at the birth of Jesus . . . while the theo-
logians were sleeping . . . and the elite were 
dreaming  . . .  and the successful were snor-
ing . . . the meek were kneeling! 
They were kneeling before THE ONE that only 
the meek will see . . . Jesus!” 
       May we all find ourselves humbled before 
our Savior this Christmas! 
 
God bless us every one! 
Peggy Lootens 
 

Drive-In Communion  
On Sunday, December 6th at 11:00 am we will 
again offer drive-in communion for those who 
are not ready or who do not feel safe coming to 
in-person worship.  As per usual, if you are 
planning to come to drive-in communion please 
fill out the form which will aid us in contact 
tracing and help us to plan for parking lot us-
age. Watch for how to sign up on the Wednes-
day weekly emails. If you have not signed up to 
receive the weekly email you can go to our web-
site at www.stmarksmethodist.com, look under 

“Connect with us” and scroll all the way to the 
bottom to sign up.  If you do not have inter-
net access, but would like to sign up, please 
call the church office, 992-3030 during nor-
mal office hours, Mon-Thurs 9-4, Fri 9-
12:30. 
 

In Person Worship! 
We are so excited that we are able to open for 
worship! It is necessary for you to register for 
worship before joining us. The good news is that 
it's super easy!  You have to be feeling well and fill 
out the form available online by the Thursday be-
fore the Sunday you plan to attend. You may reg-
ister at https://www.evc.vaumc.org/open/
worshipregistration/Index.cfm (our district is 
"Roanoke" and church is "Saint Mark's UMC in 
Daleville").   
We also have printed forms available for those 
who do not have internet access, OR you may call 
the church during office hours and we will fill it 
out for you.  
If you haven't come to worship yet and are won-
dering what it will be like, when you arrive you 
will be directed to your socially distanced seating 
by an usher. Masks are to be worn the whole 
time you are at St. Mark’s. There will be no chil-
dren’s church or nursery available so your chil-
dren will have to remain with you during the ser-
vice. 
As always, if you have any questions or need 
some help feel free to call the church at 
540.992.3030 or email Erin or Pastor Justin. 
 

Online Worship! 
Every Sunday! 

A Worship service is posted on Facebook and a 
link is Emailed @ 8:30. 
 

Women’s Zoom Bible Study 
The Wednesday Morning Women’s Study will 
begin the 28 Day Prayer Journey on Wednes-
day, January 27 at 11:00. It runs through 
Wednesday. February 24th. This study looks at 
strengthening our prayer lives to bring us to a 
closer relationship with God.  At the present 
time, we will be doing this as a Zoom experi-
ence, but if anyone wants to do it in person, we 
can work that out as well.  Anyone interested 
should contact Susan Wagner at susanbwag-
ner59@gmail.com. 
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Advent Devotionals 
Our Advent Devotionals for this year will be 
sent out via email to those of you who receive 
the email newsletter. Anyone who would like a 
paper copy may stop by the church office dur-
ing office hours or you may call (992-3030) to 
request one be mailed to you. 
What better news is there than to know that God 
is always by our side! In God with Us, we learn 
again what God the Father has done—He has 
kept His promise. In so doing, He has announced 
that grace and forgiveness are available to all, 
freely given in the birth of Jesus: God’s Son, our 
Savior. He is Immanuel, “God with us.” 
The story of God coming to earth as a human 
child is a profound one. In God with Us, we find 
no aloof divinity who is unconcerned and remote 
somewhere in the cosmos. Rather, He is deeply 
involved in all our affairs—our joys as well as 
our heartaches. He knows us for He became one 
of us. At Christmastime, we celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, Lord of the universe, Savior of the world, 
Shepherd of our lives. 
 

Bible Study at Home 
Reading the Bible: Daily scripture readings 
taken from the Common Lectionary are listed on 
the newsletter calendar. 
Daily Devotions: The November/December Up-
per Room is available for pick-up at the church, 
please call before dropping by. If you can’t come 
by a copy will be mailed to you, please contact the 
church (992-3030) to request one. If you do have 
a computer these are available daily online, just 
go to  www.upperroom.org and click on the devo-
tion. No need to sign up, just scroll down for the 
devotion. 
 

Prayer Requests 
Starting  in January, Susan Wagner will be tak-
ing over The Email Prayer Request Ministry. 
Starting in January, if you have prayer re-
quests, please send them to her at susanbwag-
ner59@gmail.com or if you don’t have email you 
may call 540-966-3629. 
 

Botetourt Food Pantry 
We are continuing to collect food for the Botetourt 
Food Pantry every Thursday. If you have any do-
nations please bring them by and drop them into 
the box by the front door. As always, thank you to 
everyone for giving so generously to a worthy 
cause. 
 

Backpack Buddies  
Thank you so much for your kindness and gen-
erosity toward local students whose families 
struggle with food insecurity! Your willingness 
to give during these difficult times truly reflects 
the love of God to these children! 
 

JOYFUL JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB...  
is making plans for 2021.  Information will be 
available as trip plans are finalized. Watch the 
church newsletter and the Roanoke Times for 
trip details. Also information will be on the 
church website under Joyful Journey Travel 
Club. Travel will resume when it is safe to do so 
without fearing  covid 19. Have safe and 
healthy holidays and look forward to a time 
when masks and social distancing are no longer 
necessary. Handwashing is always a good thing 
to do. Blessings, Julia Greer  
 

Mask Ministry 
St. Mark’s received two email “Thank You” mes-
sages. As you can see by their messages this 
ministry is vitally important and has a great ef-
fect on people locally. If you’d like to help by 
making masks or donating materials please call 
Sherrie Andrews at 540-992-1950. 
 

Good Morning ~  
I would like to send a great big "Thank You" to 
the St. Mark's Mask Ministry! Our Principal, Mr. 
Tim Beatty, brought in a very large bag of masks 
for use by our faculty, staff and students. We 
have been so fortunate to have these lovingly 
made masks to share with those that need them. 
I am just so impressed by the variety of patterns 
our students have to choose from.  
Again, thank you for your generosity and kind-
ness. You are very much appreciated. 
With gratitude,  
Nurse Wrabley 
School Nurse, Heritage High School 

 
Good afternoon! 
This morning I came to work at Read Mountain 
Middle School and had forgotten my mask at 
home (It was a Monday after all!). The secretary 
directed to the selection of masks that your min-
istry had crafted and donated to our school. I 
found an adorable kitty mask that I've been get-
ting compliments on all day! Thank you so much 
for thinking of us and going above and beyond to 
take care of our community.  
Lesa Janney 
Read Mountain Middle School Teacher 
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UMW News 
In November, the United Methodist Women en-
joyed a very interesting and hands-on meeting 
entitled: PRAY & COLOR.   The program, led by 
Karen Lee, was based on the book by Sybil 
MacBeth.  We created and colored as we lis-
tened to how, through prayer, we can connect 
with God by creating something visual on pa-
per.   We were encouraged to slow down and 
look at different types of prayers as we transi-
tion from busyness to stillness in coloring.  This 
book is also on our Reading Program list. 
 
CHRISTMAS PARTY -- DECEMBER 14 
         6 pm  at   Bellacino’s 
 
With 2020 being a very different year for all of 
us, we decided to party differently as well.   We 
will come together on December 14th at Bel-
lacino’s and enjoy an evening of food and social 
distancing fun.   We have reserved their ban-
quet room and will order from the menu.  For a 
head-count, please let Mona Tolley know if you 
plan to attend. 
  
McDonald’s or Hardees $5 gift cards:   We 
plan to continue our tradition of providing these 

gift cards to the Rescue Mission for distribution 
to their residents at Christmas.  Please bring 
the cards or money to purchase the cards. 
  
Adopted Family:  We have adopted a local 
family to help make their Christmas a little 
merrier.  The family is a single Mom with a 
young son and a teenage son.  We ask that you 
bring snacks for the snack basket we plan to 
provide for them.   We are also shopping for 
clothes and other gifts for them. 
  
Questions -- please contact Mona Tolley at 992-
3496. 

PECANS ARE HERE! 
Our annual Pecan Order has arrived!  This 
year’s crop of delicious pecans from Whaley’s 
Pecan Company in Troy, Alabama, are pack-
aged in 1 lb. bags -- halves or chopped.  Cost: 
$13 per pound. 
We have ordered less this year so be sure to get 
several bags for your Christmas and year-round 
baking!   Pecans are available by contacting 
Donna Henderson at 992-5333.  
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Reading Challenge 
NOTICE READERS: The following is 
a list of books in our UMW Reading 
Library 
that will roll off the program 
12/31/2020 and will not be avail-
able after that date! 
To qualify any of these for next years 
credit toward a plan, you must com-
plete reading it by 12/31/2020. Any 
questions, contact Linda Koloda  
992-2744. 
 

Hard Copy Books 
A Girl Called Problem 
A Waist Is A Terrible Thing to Mind 
Americanah 
Faith: A Struggle on Smokey Moun-
tain 
Finding God In A Bag of Groceries  
Fulfilled: Living and Leading with Unusual Wis-
dom, Peace & Joy 
Get Off Your Donkey 
Good God, Lousy World and Me  
Have You Seenn Marie?  
Kind of Kin   
No Longer Silent  
Not Just A Pretty Face  

Return to Sender 
Sum It Up 
That Used to be Us 
The Well Women  
Tough Cookies  
What’s So Blessed About Being 
Poor? 
 

MP3 
Tough Cookies 
 

Children’s Books 
Because Amelia Smiled 
Deep in the Sahara 
I Can Pray 
My Name Is Blessing 
The Chickens Build A Wall 
The Eye of the Whale 
The Promise 

 

CD’s 
The end of Your Life Book Club 
The round House 
Finding God In A Bag of Groceries 
Have You Seen Marie 
Return to Sender 
That Used to be Us 
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44th ANNUAL CHRISTMAS FAIR 
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church 

O  N  L  I  N  E 

Now through Saturday, December 5, 2020 

Hi Friends!! 

  Exciting News!!  The St Mark's UMC Christmas Fair has gone 
virtual! We encourage you to go to facebook  or our website and 
check out the new group with a diverse group of vendors that 

are selling adorable home decor, hand made scarves and jewelry, women's clothes, chil-
dren's books and more! 

Go to our Facebook Group: https://www.facebook.com/groups/724030055206591/?
ref=bookmarks    OR... 

Go to our Christmas Fair on our Website: http://stmarksmethodist.com/christmas-fair 

If you're having trouble with any of the links or have any questions feel free to contact 
Erin Huddleston. 

Lastly, we're asking that you share these links. Word of mouth is always the BEST way 
to bring attention to new ideas (like a virtual Christmas Fair!) 

Happy Shopping!! 
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There’s a New Year’s card that says the following:  
 

Well, That was CRAZY! Happy 2021 (finally) 
 

Well, we have to admit, 2020 has been a CRAZY year in more ways than 
one!  Certainly, a challenge to everyone at St. Mark’s but that didn’t stop us 
from giving to others in the form of blood drives. Many people in the church 

stepped up to help in different ways including setting up and taking down tables and 
chairs, providing homemade snacks, sandwiches and desserts (when allowed), working 
registration, sanitizing, taking temperatures donating blood and just being friendly. 
 

St. Mark’s sponsored 6 blood drives in 2020. Remember, that each unit of blood can 
impact up to 3 lives! 
            

·    November 7th Drive: 37 units (Impact 111) 
·    Total units for 2020: 180 (Impact 540) 
·    Supporting other church drives at St. Mark’s: 122 units (Impact 366) 

 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped and who donated in 2020!  Thank you for 
stepping out of your comfort zone to help others the way Jesus asks his followers to do! 
 

Mark your calendars with 2021’s blood drive dates: 
 

·    January 9th 
·    March 13th  
·    May 8th  
·    July 10th 
·    September 11th 
·    November 6th 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all the St. Mark’s UMC Family. 



A letter from Kathleen 
Hello friends! 
Season’s Greetings! The holidays are right around 
the corner and I am sure many of you are thinking 
of creative ways to celebrate this year! My hope is 
that love and joy feel abundant in your home even 
amongst the chaos of this year. I hope you check 
out the opportunities your kids have to stay con-
nected with St. Mark’s Children’s Ministries. Over 
the advent season, there will be a variety of ways 
your children can prepare for the coming of Christ! 
Be sure to check your emails for more information. 
Moving in to advent, Children’s Ministry can look 
back and smile at the wonderful Trunk or Treat we 
held on Halloween. St. Mark’s parking lot hosted 
OVER 100 trunk or treaters. THANK YOU all who 
made this event possible and safe!  
Love and Grace, 
Kathleen  
Upcoming Events: 
Advent Kits: With advent coming up, your children 
will have the chance to take home "Advent Kits". 
These kits will have activities and mini lessons for 
your kids to explore during the advent season. Ad-
vent begins on November 29th! Pick up for these 
kits will start Sunday the 22nd from 10-12 and 
Sunday the 29th 10-12. Aside from Sundays, kits 
will be available for pick up during church office 
hours. 
If you know you are interested, please shoot me an 
email so I can get a rough idea of num-
bers. Lastly, please feel free to pick up 

for other families you know who might be interested 
who may not necessarily be affiliated directly with 
the church! All are welcome! 
Virtual Children's Choir: I know that I particu-
larly love when the kids get a chance to sing for 
worship, especially around Christmas. My hope is 
that we can put together a "virtual choir" of the chil-
dren to share during Christmas Eve service.  
How is this going to work? - I will send out a sepa-
rate email with directions and a recording of myself 
singing "Away in a Manger" for the kids to sing 
along to. You will then record them singing along 
and send it back to me so that I can compile the 
separate videos in to one awesome, harmonious 
(hopefully) hymn! I will send out the recorded video 
with instructions by the end of this week and will 
need videos sent back to me Dec. 1st, that way we 
have time to put it all together and ready for Christ-
mas Eve! 
Scripture Reading: I would like to get the kids more 
involved in our virtual worships. If any of your kids 
would like to read the scripture for virtual worship, 
please let me know!  
Zoom Hangouts will continue to take place every 
other Wednesday at 6-6:30PM 
December Hangout dates: 12/2 – 12/16 – 12/30 
SMUMC Children are welcome to join Kathleen and 
their church friends for virtual fun and fellowship.  
A zoom invitation will be sent via email to families 
for their children to join. 

***FROG DOLLARS ARE BACK!!*** 
 

�  Children’s Ministries    � Children’s Ministries       � 

FROG           Dollars!!! 
How to Earn FROG Dollars while participating in ZOOM Hangouts 

 

1-     : For showing up! 

2-     : For having your Bible with you 

3-     :For opening or closing the group in prayer 

2-     :Sharing with the group a “God Sighting” (How have you seen or felt God 

recently) 

3-     :For sharing with the group your favorite Bible story 

4-     :Talking with your Family about our “Exploration Question” (A question I 

will ask during our zoom hangout to spike curiosity about our Faith) 
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Youth news   � Birthdays  � Youth news   � Anniversaries 

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month 
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM 

 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  
19 Cedar Ridge Drive       Daleville, VA   24083  

 

Phone:  540-992-3030 
Website:  www.stmarksmethodist.com 

E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White:  justinwhite@vaumc.org  

Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com  

Erin Huddleston:  StMarksErinH@gmail.com  

Asherah Capellaro:  ajcapellaro@gmail.com 

Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com 

Shipyard Youth December Newsletter 

Shipyard Youth has been busy with our 

group messages, and have been sharing 

things that we are thankful for during 

this time of year! As we go into Advent 

we will be challenging the youth do a different 

act of kindness or service each day, reflecting on 

Advent, and preparing our hearts and lives for 

the New Year! We have been sharing in video 

calls and devotionals during this time of being 

socially distant. 

We wanted to give back to the church and the 

community this holiday season during the pan-

demic by having people gather at the church in a 

new way. We will be having Drive Thru Christ-

mas Lights December 18th – 20th at the church! 

Here is the sign up link if you wish to 

help. https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/70A0F4AAFAC2FA7F85-drive 

We will have set up Dec 12th and 13th 

from 2 to 5, and take down will be Jan 

2nd and 3rd from 2 to 5 pm. If you would like to 

donate your time, lights, or holiday scenes, we 

would love to have everyone involved and give 

this gift to our church and community this year! 

Since I came to St. Mark’s I have heard how we 

are the light on the hill. Let our light shine for all 

those around us!  

If you have any questions about youth ministry, 

want to get involved with what we are doing, or 

questions about the drive thru Christmas Lights 

contact me at shipyardyouth@gmail.com!! 



       December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
Psalm 79 
Micah 4:6-13 
Revelation 18:1-10 

2 
Psalm 79 
Micah 5:1-5a 
Luke 21:34-38 

3 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Hosea 6:1-6 
1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 

4 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Jeremiah 1:4-10 
Acts 11:19-26 

5 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
Ezekiel 36:24-28 
Mark 11:27-33 

6   Drive thru  
Communion 11 am 

In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
 
2nd Sunday of Advent 

7 
Psalm 27 
Isaiah 26:7-15 
Acts 2:37-42 

8 
Psalm 27 
Isaiah 4:2-6 
Acts 11:1-18 

9 
Psalm 27 
Malachi 2:10-3:1 
Luke 1:5-17 

10 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 2:1-5 
Philippians 3:7-11 

11 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:2-6 
Philippians 3:12-16 

12 
Psalm 126 
Habakkuk 3:13-19 
Matthew 21:28-32 

13 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 or  
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
 
3rd Sunday of Advent 

14 
Psalm 125 
1 Kings 18:1-18 
Ephesians 6:10-17 
 
UMW Christmas 
Party 6 pm  
@ Bellacino’s 
See ad 

15 
Psalm 125 
2 Kings 2:9-22 
Acts 3:17-4:4 

16 
Psalm 125 
Malachi 3:16-4:6 
Mark 9:9-13 

17 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
2 Samuel 6:1-11 
Hebrews 1:1-4 

18 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
2 Samuel 6:12-19 
Hebrews 1:5-14 

19 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Judges 13:2-24 
John 7:40-52 

20 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Luke 1:46b-55 or  
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16:25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
4th Sunday of Advent 

21 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 1:1-18 
Hebrews 9:1-14 

22 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 1:19-28 
Hebrews 8:1-13 

23 
Luke 1:46b-55 
1 Samuel 2:1-10 
Mark 11:1-11 

24 
Christmas Eve  
Services 
5 and 7 

 

Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96   
Titus 2:11-14   
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

25 
Isaiah 9:2-7   
Psalm 96   
Titus 2:11-14   
Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Day 

26 
Psalm 148 
Jeremiah 26:1-9, 
12-15 
Acts 6:8-15; 7:51-60 

27 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-
quired) 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 
 
1st Sunday After Christmas 

28 
Psalm 148 
Jeremiah 31:15-17 
Matthew 2:13-18 

29 
Psalm 148 
Isaiah 49:5-15 
Matthew 12:46-50 

30 
Psalm 148 
Proverbs 9:1-12 
2 Peter 3:8-13 

31 
Psalm 148 
1 Kings 3:5-14 
John 8:12-19 

  


