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My St. Mark’s familyIt seems like the words “thank you” can’t possibly describe the gratitude
Katy and I have felt for the amazing hospitality you all have shown us
over the past 3 weeks. But thank you! Please know we already love and
appreciate you.
Our hearts are truly overflowing as we’ve been meeting and getting to know
folks- and we’re just getting started! The Spirit is moving at St. Mark’s, and I want
to hear your stories; stories of how God has been at work in your lives, and where
you’ve seen God working in our church.
In the coming months, we will start to look at what’s next in the St. Mark’s story.
Where does our community need us? What is God calling us to? How can wechurch members and staff- be best equipped for the future?
I’m so glad to be on this journey with you to discover what it means to be caring,
courageous disciples in 2017 and beyond!
Strength and Wisdom,
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day. Because participants may miss some class
sessions, all are invited to return for another
cycle of classes at any time. Sharing this journey of grief with others can be very helpful.
For more information you may call the church
office (540-992-3030), Peggy Lootens (276-7591485), and check out the website at www.
griefshare.org.

TRANSITIONS
The big transition has happened! Our new pastor is settling in with
his wonderful family and I sense a collective sigh of relief as we now know for certain that St. Mark’s will be just fine.
There seems to be an excited anticipation
in the air about what God has planned for
us in the next few years. WELCOME Pastor Justin, Katy, Avery and Ellie!
Did you know that our church is growing fast
enough that we are on the verge of being considered a large congregation within our conference. As this happens, there need to be some
differences in how the administration and staff
function, to care for the needs of more people.
Many churches add a staff position of either
Associate Pastor or Executive Director for more
efficient operation.
And did you know that Pastor Rob had begun
laying the groundwork with our SPRC (Staff
Parish Relations Committee) for making this
shift. Furthermore, we are in capable new
hands as Pastor Justin helps us continue making this transition. Erin Huddleston has recently been taking on more responsibilities and
is participating in training for the new job of
Executive Director, to oversee the daily operations of all St. Mark’s programs and activities.
To help Erin devote herself to this new staff position, the SPRC has begun the process of hiring a part-time Youth Director.
These are exciting times for our church family
and you can all help in two ways. First, please
pray for God’s guidance! Second, help us in
the search by letting us know of anyone who
would be good as a Youth Director; encourage
them to apply for the position.
In Christ,
Peggy Lootens (Lay Leader)

Back To School Blast
Together the generous saints of St Mark’s gave
a total of $6000 in order to be the shoe sponsor
at the Roanoke Rescue Mission’s event: The
Back 2 School Blast. During the Back 2 School
Blast under-served young people in the Roanoke Valley go to Parkway Church on the
Mountain and receive a new backpack with
school supplies, haircuts, and brand new
shoes! St Mark’s has the amazing opportunity
to go to Parkway in order to meet these young
people and give them a gift. We get to take off
their old shoes and socks, wash their precious
feet and pray for their new school year: for
friends, teachers, and a blessing as their start!
There are sign-up sheets in both the entrance
in the main church and the entrance to the
Family Life Center for you to sign and then join
us at 9:15 on the morning of August 12th
We ask that only adults sign up to participate.
This is because we do not want any awkwardness or accidental shame if the young people at
St Mark’s were to run into some of the young
people who are being served by the Back 2
School Blast.
Join us as we help God to bless young people
and stand in awe as the Lord shows Godself
through them!

Thank You!!
Thank you so much to all of you who made the
reception for the White family a possibility!!
July 9th was such a wonderful day during
which we were finally able to receive Justin,
Katy, Avery and Ellie. It was also a special day
because we were able to sit and eat, talk and
share our lives with our brothers and sisters at
St Mark’s. If you cooked or cleaned, set up tables or broke them down, made desserts set or
place setting you are appreciated! Thank you
so much for making the Whites’ welcome and
good one!

GRIEFSHARE BEGINs AGAIN
GriefShare is a small support group offering
hope and encouragement for those who have
lost someone they love through death. St.
Mark’s UMC is beginning another cycle of
classes on Thursday, August 17 through November 9, 2017. There will be two sessions
each week at 10:00 am and 6:30 pm.
GriefShare is open to anyone in the community, and since each class will cover a different
topic, you are welcome to begin on any Thurs-
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New Women’s Evening Bible
Study
Calling all women - Come explore a "Whale of a
Tale" and other exciting revelations in the last
eight books of the Old Testament. We will start
with Jonah and then proceed to Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and
finish with Malachi. The only thing needed for
this bible study is YOUR bible and an openness
to hear the word of God speak to you through
the scriptures. Come join us on Thursday, August 10th, at 7 pm, at the church for our first
meeting in this new series. If you are interested
and want more information, please contact, Denise Pappas at 540-797-5890 or email Denise
at pappasdeniel@aol.com.

Adult Fellowship Luncheon
Adults of all ages are invited and most welcome to
join us Wednesday, August 2nd at 11:30 am, as we
meet at Bellacino’s here in Daleville, to enjoy a meal
and Christian fellowship. This is a great way to meet
and make new friends at St. Mark’s!

Thank you, from Backpack
Buddies
We would like to thank the congregation for
your generous support for the Backpack Buddies Summer Program. All of you made it possible for us to pack a weeks worth of groceries
for 24 children. Each child received 2 bags,
consisting of things to provide for breakfasts,
lunches, dinners and snacks. We provided a
lunch the day we delivered, which consisted of
hot dogs, chips, watermelon, lemonade and
pudding for dessert. It is gratifying to see your
support for this important local ministry.
Thanks you so much for all you do and for your
continued prayers for these children and their
families.

Christmas Fair is only 18
weeks away!!
The Christmas Fair is in need of pint size canning jars, un-used lids and rings. If you’d like
to donate some, please bring them to the
church and place them in the kitchen near the
church office.

News from TAME
I want to thank all of the members that donated
yummy baked treats for the Lough’s breakfast
and those that worked so hard to make it a
success.
We can look forward to the Rise Against Hunger
meal packing event on October 7th. Mark your
calendars and plan to be a part of this ministry.
The 2 to 3 hours spent can have a lasting im3

pact on the lives of the hungry.
We would love to have you join the TAME team.
Our next meeting is on August 15th at 6 pm.
~ Karen Sledd

Can you Help?
Do you know how our Communion elements
magically appear each week? Would you like to
help make that happen? Guy and Wanda
Showalter are our communion stewards and
have been serving St. Mark’s in this capacity for
the past 10 years. While they still want to serve,
they need help. If you are interested in helping
please contact Erin Huddleston at 992-3030 or
email StMarksErinH@gmail.com so that you
may learn what the duties are and be added to
a rotational schedule.

UMW News
AUGUST DINNER OUT: Ladies, please join us at Abuelo’s
Mexican Restaurant, Valley View
Blvd. on August 14 at 6 P.M.
Come and bring a friend. Since we need to give
the restaurant a number, please call or text
Nancy Craft at 540-520-7607 by August 7.

Two Scholarships for
Young Women’s Retreat
St. Mark’s United Methodist Women is offering
scholarships for 2 young ladies (18 – 40) to attend a Young Women’s Retreat September 15 –
16, 2017 at Camp Overlook’s Blessings Lodge
in Keezletown. You do not have to be a member
of UMW. Camp Overlook is a United Methodist
camp in the Harrisonburg District. You can
Google it and see pictures of Blessings Lodge.
For pictures and information on the 2016 retreat, go to vaumw.com/events/young-womens-retreat and open the pdf flyer for the 2016 retreat. See if you can find Erin and Michelle in
the pictures. If you have any questions, or
would like to register, please contact Nancy
Craft at 540-520-7607

Re-enrollment in the Kroger
Community Cares Program
Necessary
For St. Mark's to benefit from the use of your
Kroger key chain card you must re-enroll every
August. Go to your Kroger account and click
on the Community Cares Program. Click on enroll. It is easier to enter our church number
82014 instead of the church name when designating the beneficiary for the use of your Kroger
rewards card. If you have any questions or
problems contact Julia Greer at 540-330-7933
or see her at church.

 news  announcements  news  announcements  news 
Make checks payable to the JOYFUL
JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB and send to
St. Mark's UMC, 19 Cedar Ridge Dr.,
Daleville, Va. 24083 or place in the envelop on the bulletin board. A nonrefundable payment of $25 per person is required with your registration form. The $25 is
part of your total payment. Questions, contact
Julia Greer at 540-330-7933.

JOYFUL JOURNEY
ALL ABOARD! There are still a few
seats available for Christmas at the
Biltmore, Nov. 8-10.
3 days-2 nights for $419 per person
double occupancy. Included are lodging, motorcoach transportation, 2 breakfasts, 2 dinners (Deerpark Restaurant on the Biltmore Estate & Blue Ridge Mountain Opry dinner w/
entertainment), candlelight Christmas evening
tour of Biltmore House, daytime visit to the estate including the Winery tour and Antler Hill
Village, guided tour of Asheville (including the
Folk Art center and the Grove Arcade), all taxes
and gratuities (including tip for driver).
Registration forms and sign up sheet are on the
bulletin board across from the choir room. Payment in full is due by Sept. 15.

Dec. 6 join us as we travel to Wytheville to the
Wohlfahrt Haus Dinner Theater to celebrate a
Wohlfahrt Haus Christmas with lunch and a
Christmas musical program. The cost of $71
covers motorcoach transportation, meal, program and tips and taxes. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the choir room. $38 deposit due by Nov. 3 with balance due by Nov.
17.

Children’s Ministries
children of this church and of our community!
Thank you for sharing your time and talents
for this important ministry!
Susan Wagner
Karen Sledd
Jennifer Newbill
Jessica Wilhelm
Michele Richardson
Jeff Hollandsworth
Julie Burton
Jane Wenrich
Linda Blankenship
Carrie DeHart
Pastor Justin White
Chuck Burton
Julia Greer
Daniel Gallops
Susie Francis
Heather Austin
Cheryl Caffee
Jamie Dillard
Jeff Huddleston
Amanda Dillard
Taylor Richardson
Marie Hanna
Katie Clemens
Katie Flowers
Susan Lust
Jennifer Lorman
Melissa Nicely
Linda Goodyear
Irene Davis
Katie Farris
Sharon Padgett
Kathy Farris
Noel Olin
Edna Nicely
Isaac Rushing
Carol DeHeer
Skylar Gay
David Richardson
Becky Gay
Jeannie Ohler
Laura Cox
Janelle Lorman
Ruth Puckett
Mary Ward
Nina Rushing
Buddy Ward
Dawn Stanley
Kelli Ann Kingma
Dwight Gay
Keith Cox
Hannah Spence
Autumn Norris
Tempral Newbill
Olivia Turner
Bonnie Cox
Lee Ann Critz

Hero Central VBS
St. Mark’s Vacation Bible School was held July
23rd through 27th. What a SUPER hero week
we had! Many thanks to all those who donated
items to be used in this VBS! If you marked
your name on your item, you may pick it up in
the large basket under the VBS bulletin board
in the Narthex after August 3rd. Thank you for
sharing! Thanks also to those who have been
keeping VBS in their prayers! Please take a
moment to look at our VBS pictures on the bulletin board in the Narthex!
Our mission projects included collecting school
supplies for the Roanoke Rescue Mission’s
Back-2-School Blast and collecting monetary
donations for T.A.M.E. The children also raised
money for Back Pack Buddies by memorizing
VBS scriptures! An anonymous donor is giving
$1 for every scripture the children memorized!
Many thanks to all those who generously donated to our VBS mission projects! Look for totals on our mission projects in the August
weekly bulletin.
We want to recognize and thank all the men,
women and youth of VBS. How exciting it was
that each of these Super heroes had the opportunity to bring children closer to God through
Jesus Christ! These people were truly missionaries of St. Mark’s, as they ministered to the
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Blessing of the Backpacks!
All children and youth are invited to bring their
backpack to the 11:00 Worship Service on August 13th, for a special blessing for the new
school year! Please come, bring your backpack
and bring a friend!

Family Movie/Pizza Night
All are invited to our Family Movie/Pizza Night
at 6 pm on Sunday, August 27th in the Family
Life Center! We will be watching the movie
“Sing!”
Please RSVP for dinner by contacting
Lee Ann at leeanncritz@yahoo.com by Friday,
August 25th. The suggested donation for dinner is $2 per person or $10 per family. Pajamas and slippers are highly recommended and
feel free to bring a blanket, pillow or sleeping
bag! Please come and bring a friend!

FROGs and Tadpoles
return in September!

Back to School Sunday
is August 13th!

FROGs and Tadpoles will begin a new school
year on Sunday, September 10th from 5 to 7
pm! Tadpoles are preschool children, ages 3
and 4. FROGs are elementary aged children
from Kindergarten through 5th grade. Please
come and bring a friend! The program will be
held the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month
and will include Children’s Choir practices and
dinner. Look for a complete schedule in the
September newsletter!
There will be an organizational meeting for
those helping with FROGs and Tadpoles on
Thursday, September 7th at 6:30 pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Please mark your calendars
now! Anyone interested in helping with this exciting children’s ministry, please contact Lee
Ann Critz at 580-3905 or leeanncritz@yahoo.
com.

Bible Presentations
The church will be presenting a Children’s
NRSV Bible to those children who will be in 3rd
grade this school year, on Sunday, August 13th
during the 11:00 Worship Service. These are
the Bibles we will be using as we move forward
both in The Garden and in FROGs. Your child
is invited to take this Bible home with them,
read it daily and return to St. Mark's each week
with it. Children who bring their Bibles with
them to The Garden and FROGs will receive a
FROG dollar each time they bring their Bible to
church!

Promotion Sunday
Promotion Sunday is Sunday, August 13th!
That Sunday, all children, age 3 by September
30th and toilet trained, will move up to the Preschool Sunday School class. Those heading to
Kindergarten this school year will move downstairs to “The Garden: Where Disciples Grow” in
room 101, The Gathering room. New middle
schoolers in sixth grade will move into the
Youth Sunday School room. This is a great
time to start your child in Sunday School! Sunday School; it’s for life!
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Youth Events and
News:

Every month The Shipyard tries to
do a “monthly mission” during
which the youth of St Mark’s gets
out of the church and into the mission field! We travel to different
places in Botetourt and Roanoke in
order to help the leaders of community projects that make lives better
for the underserved. We do this so we can
truly live into our name and the quote from
which it’s drawn: A ship is safe in the harbor,
but that’s not what ships are built for. Join
us on August 27th when we leave the harbor
and sail to our monthly mission!!

Hot Mess is the Shipyard’s back to
school kick off! Start the school year
by inviting new friends to Shipyard
Youth who are just starting 6th
grade…or who have been waiting for
a good time to join the fun of the
Shipyard. Come and join us for gross games,
a giant slip n slide, and general ridiculousness!
Hot Mess is all a part of our promotion Sunday, so if you’re a rising 6th grader THIS is
the time to come and meet new people and
hang out! Join us on Sunday August 13th for
Hot Mess from 5:30-8. Dinner will be provided.

Newsletter Deadline for September: August 20th
Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. AM
St. Mark’s United Methodist Church
19 Cedar Ridge Drive
Daleville, VA 24083
Phone: 540-992-3030
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E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White: justinwhite@vaumc.org
Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com
Lee Ann Critz: leeanncritz@yahoo.com
Erin Huddleston: StMarksErinH@gmail.com
Michele Richardson: mrich.hotlanta@gmail.com
Website: www.stmarksmethodist.com
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For more on these stories you may view them on the United Methodist website at:
http://www.umc.org/news-and-media/umns-weekly-digest-july-14-2017

Assisting those fleeing siege
in Philippines

percent of those in the top position of general
secretary are women, compared to 31 percent
in a 2007 audit.

ILIGAN CITY, Philippines (UMNS) — United
Methodists are helping some of the thousands
displaced by the battle between government
forces and Islamic State militants in Marawi
City on the island of Mindanao over the past six
weeks.

Pledges for peace
in Korean Peninsula
LEIPZIG, Germany (WCC) — As part of the closing worship service for a forum on peace in the
Korean Peninsula, a pastor from North Korea
and a pastor from South Korea presided over
Holy Communion together, while United Methodist Bishop Hee-Soo Jung of Wisconsin
preached. "We’re connected to God, to Jesus, to
each other," he said. "Our lives are connected — whether we like it or not." Faith representatives outlined an advocacy plan during
the meeting, which was hosted by the World
Communion of Reformed Churches and the
World Council of Churches.

Making discipleship
a 'contact sport'
INDIANAPOLIS (UMNS) — To follow Christ, get
off the sidelines and onto the field. Some 600
United Methodist Men heard variations of this
call and put it into action throughout the
group's 12th National Gathering.

Filipino deaconess: 'Resistance is
a gift'
QUEZON CITY, Philippines (UMNS) — A Filipino
United Methodist deaconess has long fought for
justice — most recently by helping to find safe
harbors for those targeted in extrajudicial killings. Norma Dollaga also raises money for a
school for indigenous people.

Racial-justice grant program
gets started
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Racial-justice projects
initiated and led by young people will receive financial support with funds allocated by the
Connectional Table, Discipleship Ministries and
two other United Methodist general agencies.
Grants up to $2,500 will be available, starting
in September.

Reformation exhibition
includes United Methodists
WITTENBERG, Germany (UMNS) — The United
Methodist Church of Germany has organized a
booth through July 17 in Wittenberg, Germany.
Wittenberg is the city where Martin Luther
nailed his 95 theses to the door of a church 500
years ago, setting off the Protestant Reformation.

Commentary: Bishop Ward
on Hispanic ministries
GARNER, N.C. — The North Carolina Conference's Bishop Hope Morgan Ward and her cabinet are learning Spanish and planning an immersion trip to Guatemala. “Hispanic ministries
are an important part of our life in mission together,” Ward writes, adding that this year
marks the 25th anniversary of the denomination’s National Plan for Hispanic/Latino Ministry.

Inmates learn to grow food
HARARE, Zimbabwe (UMNS) — Seventeen inmates at a prison in Harare have learned to
grow food through a program organized by The
United Methodist Church and the Zimbabwe
Prison and Correctional Service, graduating
with certificates in horticulture.

How do we love our enemies?
NASHVILLE, Tenn. (InfoServ) — Many Christians struggle with this question. Followers of
Christ are called to love our enemies, but agape
love is hard. InfoServ, a ministry of United
Methodist Communications, looks to Scripture
and the writings of John Wesley for guidance in
the latest installment of Ask the UMC.

Women are majority in general
agency workforce
CHICAGO — A desk audit of The United Methodist Church’s general agencies, conducted by
the Commission on the Status and Role of
Women, showed that women comprise twothirds of the general agency workforce. Fifty
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August 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue
1

Wed
2

7

8
Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth Group 6-8 pm

3
Midweek Service 11 am
Adult Fellowship Luncheon
@ Bellacino’s 11:30 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

6

Thu

9

Sat

4

5

11

12
Back to School
Blast
Arrive
at Parkway
Church on the
Mountain
@ 9:15 am

18

19

25

26

Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

10
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

Fri

Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm

9th Sunday after Pentecost
13

14
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth Group: Hot Mess
5:30-8 pm

15

Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
UMW Dinner Out 6 pm
@ Abuelo’s
UMM 7 pm
NarAnon 6:30 pm
UMM 7 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
MOSS 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

16

17
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
TAME 6 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

GriefShare 10 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

10th Sunday after Pentecost
20

21

22
Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth Group 6-8 pm

23

24
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

GriefShare 10 am
NO Prayer Shawl
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

11th Sunday after Pentecost
27

28
Worship 8:30 & 11 am
Worship: Ecclesia 9 am
Sunday Classes 10 am
Youth Group 6-8 pm

Women’s Morning
Bible Study 9 am
NarAnon 6:30 pm
Worship Band 7 pm
AA/Al Anon 8-9 pm

29
The Diner’s Club
10:30 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm
Boy Scouts 7 pm

30

31
Midweek Service 11 am
AA Meeting 8-9 pm

GriefShare 10 am
Women’s Hope AA
5:30 pm

Women’s Evening Bible
Study 7 pm
GriefShare 6:30 pm

12th Sunday after Pentecost
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