
My St. Mark’s Family 

The joy of Easter is quickly approaching!  I hope you will be able to join us either online or in 
person.  Here is a quick snapshot of our Holy Week worship plans: 

-Maundy Thursday, April 1st  

6 pm In-Person Worship with Communion in the Family Life Center 

7 pm Online worship via Zoom.  We will share in the Great Thanksgiving together.  Have 
bread and juice (or water) at home, and we will share in a service of communion to remem-
ber the Last Supper.   

-Easter Sunday, April 4th  

8 am “Sonrise” service outdoors (weather permitting) 

9:15 am Easter worship outdoors (weather permitting) 

11 am Easter worship in the Family Life Center.   

Watch your emails for instructions on signing up!  We 
will have an online Easter service via YouTube and Face-
book on Easter morning as well.   

After Easter, I hope you will join us for a new series, 
“Worth the Risk.”  We’ll spend the Easter season talking 
about the risks and rewards of discipleship, and how Je-
sus calls us to take chances and step out of our comfort 
zones for him!  Then in June, we will turn to a time of 
transition as we spend our last few Sundays together.  
Hope to see you soon!   

 

Strength and Wisdom, 

Pastor Justin 
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April, 2021 
Greetings friends, 

It’s been a whole year since Covid came to 
visit.  It’s a good thing we didn’t know it 
was going to last this long.  But now it 
seems that hope of new beginnings is com-
ing with the springtime sunshine!   Re-
minds me of Noah, who was looking for 
that same kind of hope after being shut up 

in the ark for a year before the water began to 
recede!  Easter is coming, like the dove that 
flew back to Noah with the olive branch of 
hope.   
There’s a church sign message that I realized, 
after driving past several times and pondering, 
can be read two ways.  Read the left group first 
and then the right: 
        FAITH                COME 
        FRIENDS           JOIN 
        FAMILY               US 
Now go back and read each line across and 
think about it.  With FAITH, COME!  With 
FRIENDS let’s JOIN together once again!  God’s 
FAMILY is US!   
Pick one of our three Easter services and 
COME JOIN US as we look ahead with hope 
and joy to the future! 
HE IS RISEN INDEED!   
Peggy Lootens 
 

Financial UpDate 
As you may recall, we were able to end 2020 in 
strong fashion.  Because of your generous giv-
ing and the PPP loan we received last year, we 
finished the year in the black.  However, it's a 
new year, and our needs continue.  As of 
3/1/21, expenses have exceeded giving by 
$8580.  Have you been able to give yet this 
year?  If not, please prayerfully consider how 
you can help.  As we emerge from the pan-
demic, we hope to ramp up our ministries 
quickly and effectively.  Thank you, and if you 
have questions (as always) feel free to contact 
Clayton Williams (Finance chair) or Pastor 
Justin.   
 

Drive-In Communion  
In Lieu of Drive-In Communion we will be hav-
ing three worship services on Easter Sunday, 
April 4th. Two of which will take place out-
doors, weather permitting. See Pastor Justin’s 
blurb on the front of this newsletter.  

New Members!! 
Are you new to the St. Mark's family?  Would 
you like to join the church?  We would love to 
have a New Member Sunday in the next month 
or two to welcome those who have engaged 
with St. Mark's over the past year or before.  
Are you interested in joining?  Please contact 
Pastor Justin at justinwhite@vaumc.org. 
 

In Person Worship! 
We continue with in person worship! It is neces-
sary for you to register for worship before joining 
us. The good news is that it's super easy!  You 
have to be feeling well and fill out the form avail-
able online by the Thursday before the Sunday 
you plan to attend. You may register at http://
stmarksmethodist.com/worship-with-us/
services, just fill out the Google form.  
For those who do not have internet access just 
call the church office and let us know you are 
coming! 
If you haven't come to worship yet and are won-
dering what it will be like, when you arrive you 
will be directed to your socially distanced seating 
by an usher. Masks are to be worn the whole 
time you are at St. Mark’s. There will be no chil-
dren’s church or nursery available so your chil-
dren will have to remain with you during the ser-
vice. 
As always, if you have any questions or need 
some help feel free to call the church at 
540.992.3030 or email Erin or Pastor Justin. 
 

Online Worship! 
Every Sunday! 

A Worship service is posted on Facebook and a 
link is Emailed @ 8:30. 
 

Studying the Bible at Home 
Reading the Bible: Daily scripture readings 
taken from the Common Lectionary are listed on 
the newsletter calendar. 
Daily Devotions: The March/April Upper Room 
is available for pick-up at the church, please call 
before dropping by. If you can’t come by a copy 
will be mailed to you, please contact the church 
(992-3030) to request one. If you do have a com-
puter these are available daily online, just go 
to  www.upperroom.org and click on the devotion. 
No need to sign up, just scroll down for the devo-
tion. 
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Women’s Bible Study 
The next Women’s Bible Study will begin some 
time in May. Look for more information as 
plans are firmed up. 
 

Lenten Offering 
This year please prayerfully consider support-
ing TAME through our Lenten Offering. TAME 
is a very active ministry at St. Mark's that 
stands for That All Might Eat. This ministry 
feeds people both locally in Botetourt County as 
well as all around the world through Rise 
Against Hunger. If you love food packing events 
you can thank TAME for that experience!  
 

Email Prayer Chain 
If you have a prayer request or would like to be-
come a member of the email prayer chain, 
please contact Susan Wagner at  
susanbwagner59@gmail.com or 540-966-3629 
if you don’t have email. If you have sent prayer 
requests, please update us by sending an email 
to Susan. 
 

Words of Thanks 
Jim and I would like to thank our church fam-
ily for the prayers and cards sent during my 
brother’s illness and passing.  The kindness 
has meant a lot to us at this time. 

Claudia Goodwin 
 

Botetourt Food Pantry 
Thank you so much to everyone who has do-
nated food to the Botetourt Food Pantry during 
the COVID19 crisis!  We are STILL collecting 
food on Thursdays to bring to the food pantry 
for those in need. Right now, they are asking 
specifically for shampoo, soap, body wash, dish 
detergent and canned fruits and veggies. 
(Things that can't be bought with food stamps) 
 

Mowing Team 
We are so appreciative of the people who make 
up our St. Mark's mowing teams. As people 
move or retire from the team we want to con-
tinue to fill those empty spaces. If you would 
like to help mow the St. Mark's campus we 
would be so thankful! Teams typically consist of 
3 or more people. Mowers are provided. If you 
are interested, contact Bob Boeren: 
bobkboeren@gmail.com. 

Mask Ministry 
Our mask ministry continues to help slow the 
spread of COVID19!  These faithful sew-ers 
have made and given away more than 2086 
masks so far!! Isn't that amazing?? If you would 
like to donate homemade masks or fabric 
please contact Sherrie Andrews 
(mommahoo@gmail.com or 540-992-1950) ! 
 

Online Church Directory 
For several years we have been using a handy 
app called "Instant Church Directory" instead of 
paper directories. By using Instant Church Di-
rectory we can save money and be a little 
kinder to the planet with each update and as 
new people join our St. Mark's family. If you 
have a very old picture or aren't even in the di-
rectory please contact Becky Arthur and she 
can help you get in the directory or updated. 
(Updating the directory will also help our new 
pastor learn names and faces as he transitions 
into St. Mark's community when we still have 
to distance in order to stay safe!) 
 

Meals On Wheels Needs  
Volunteers 

St Mark's proudly hosts Meals on Wheels every 
week day. As more and more seniors are be-
coming home-bound they are doing their part 
in helping them live independently in their own 
homes. If you would like to be a Meals on 
Wheels volunteer and deliver meals to our 
neighbors in Southern Botetourt please contact 
Brenda at 540-304-9481. 
 

JOYFUL JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB 
BACK ON THE ROAD 

Please join us as we once again enjoy our road 
trips. 
 
OHIO'S AMISH COUNTRY  JUNE 16-18, 2021 
3 days - 2 nights featuring 2 fantastic shows 
$415 double occupancy, $554 single rate 
APRIL 26 FINAL PAYMENT DUE 
Cost includes 2 nights lodging, 2 breakfasts, 2 
dinners, all sight-seeing and shows, luggage 
handling, taxes and meal gratuities, motor-
coach transportation and driver's tip 
For a full description of the trip and a registra-

(Continued on page 4) 
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tion form go to the St Mark's United  Methodist  
Church website and click on the Joyful Journey 
Travel Club. Or, call Julia Greer at 540-330-
7933. 
Flyers and registration forms are also on the 
JJTC bulletin board in the hallway at the 
church. Call ahead before going to be sure 
someone is there (540-992-3030).  
 
SMOKY MOUNTAINS OF TENNESSEE  Sep-
tember 21 - 24. 2021 
4 days - 2 nights featuring 4 spectacular shows 
$559 double occupancy, $748 single rate 
AUGUST 2 FINAL PAYMENT DUE 
Cost includes 3 nights lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 
dinners, 4 shows, all sight-seeing ,luggage han-
dling, taxes and meal gratuities. motorcoach 
transportation and driver's tip. 
For a full description of the trip and registration 
form go to the St. Mark's United Methodist 
Church website and click on the Joyful Journey 
Travel Club OR call Julia Greer at 540-3330-
7933. 
 
Checks must be made out to the JOYFUL 
JOURNEY TRAVEL CLUB and sent to St. 
Mark's UMC, 19 Cedar Ridge Dr., Daleville, Va. 
24083. A $25 per person deposit (non-
refundable unless the trip is canceled) must ac-
company your registration form. This deposit is 
part of the total payment. 

 

TAME News 
The TAME Ministry thanks you in advance for 
your donations to the ministry through your 
Lenten Offering. We hope to feed lots of hungry 
people with all your donations.  
 

Save the date for a special Mother’s Day fund-
raiser on May 8th. TAME is putting together 
gourmet tea boxes “to go” for you to share with 
your family for Mother’s Day. The boxes will 
contain all the delicious morsels for a tradi-
tional “English Tea”. The box will include two 
savory treats, a chicken salad croissant,  a 
scone with Devonshire cream and two sweets, 
along with a variety of teas. All you have to do 
is set a lovely table and enjoy. You are now able 
to go on the website at stmarksmethodist.com 
or call the church office to order.  The price for 
the boxes are one box for $20.00; two boxes for 
$36.00; three boxes for $48.00 and four boxes 
for $60.00.  
 

Pick up your boxes at the church on Saturday, 
May 8th between 11:00 and 1:00. Drive up and 
a TAME Representative will put the tea boxes in 
your car for you with no contact. You will pay 
for your tea boxes at the time of pick up.  
 

UMM News 
The St. Mark’s Methodist men will meet Mon-
day, April 12 at 7 pm by Zoom.  An invitation 
will be emailed ahead of time.   

 

UMW News 
As you are aware, United 
Methodist Women has not 
held in person meetings 
since last November, due to 
Virginia regulations and the 

ruling of our United Methodist Church Bishop. 
During these last couple of months COVID test-
ing results were very high but today’s are much 
lower, around 6 percent. All great news!  Our 
Governor and our Bishop re-evaluate COVID in 
Virginia daily so I am praying that the current 
restrictions will be eased in time for us to hold 
our April meeting in person. We are held to no 
more than 10 attending people right now. 
 
*****PLEASE NOTE*****IF RESTRICTIONS ARE 
LIFTED/AMENDED/EASED***** 
Our regular meeting is scheduled April 12 at    
6 pm in the fellowship hall. We will be wearing 
masks, distanced  at six feet apart, no refresh-
ments will be served and any other require-
ments will be in place. 
 
We will keep you updated with the St. Mark’s 
Wednesday emails of announcements. If things 
change very last minute, we will e mail you. 
Stay tuned and continue your prayers for an 
end to this pandemic. 

 

UMW Reading  
Program: New Books! 
Beyond Lonliness: The Gift of 
God’s Friendship is a reminder 
that lonliness touches everybody, 
and it can be one of the most 

painful experiences of life. People long for 
friendships with others, but what might 
surprise them is that God longs to be friends 
with them! An excellent book 
that provides guidance for 
building a close friendship with 
God and easing the ache of 
lonliness.  Find out what your 
response to blessing others is: 
Are you a Empathophile, 
Technofixer, Nuzzlecuddler, 
Grub Fairy, Chocolate Grub 
Fairy, Portable Shoulder or 
Theological Pschotic? Spiritual 
Life Category – hard copy 

(Continued on page 5) 

� news   � announcements   � news   � announcements   � news   � 



Binkle’s Time To Fly  Binkle 
can’t wait until he turns from a 
caterpilla to a butterfly.  He’ll 
soon have strong beautiful wings 
to take him high into the sky.  
But when the day comes, 

something is terribly wrong.  Why are Binkle’s 
wings so wispy and weak? How will he ever fly 
like the other butterflies if his wings are 
nothing like theirs? With some help and 
creativety, maybe there is a way to fly…… 
suitable for Children – Nuturing Category – hard 
copy 
 
FRESH Expressions A wave of new 
Christian churches are emerging to 
reach unchurched and de-
churched people who live in a cul-
ture that is increasingly non-
religious and multi-religious. These 
new forms of church gather and 
network with people who typically 
have never been to church. The 
new faith communities listen to 
people and go where they are on the journey to-
ward Jesus. They are deeply ecumenical but do 
not lose their distinctiveness because they learn 
fresh ways to communicate their identity 
through discipleship.  Leadership Development 
Category - hard copy 

 
Women Rise Up shares the stories 
of biblical women connecting them to 
contemporary global gender issues. 
In doing so, Zeh speaks truth to 
women's oppression and erasure 
while reminding us of the sacredness 
of women's experience, wisdom, soli-
darity, and sisterhood.  Social Action 

Category - hard copy 
 
Hiding in the Light is the story 
of Rifqa Bary’s  remarkable spiri-
tual journey from Islam to Christi-
anity. She grew up in a devout 
Muslim home, obediently following 
her parents’ orders to practice the 
rituals of Islam. But God was call-
ing her to freedom and love. He 
was calling her to true faith. He 
was calling her to give up everything.  Mission 
Education Category – hard copy 
 
Any questions regarding the UMW Reading Li-
brary, contact Linda Koloda (992-2744).  

 WE STILL HAVE PECANS!     
 

These delicious pecans from Whaley’s Pecan 
Company in Troy, Alabama, are packaged in 1 
lb. bags -- halves or chopped.  Cost: $13 per 
pound.  Be sure and get several bags for your 
Easter and Spring baking!  They freeze well and 
last a long time.  Contact Donna Henderson 
(992-5333) or Mona Tolley (992-3496) to get 
yours. 
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Welcome Spring! 
Things didn’t go as planned for 
our March 13th blood drive.  We 
discovered that our Red Cross 
team members are not immune 
from COVID’s insidious effects. 
COVID protocols prevented our 

scheduled team from coming.  Fortunately, other 
Red Cross professionals came in on their day off to 
prevent the drive from being cancelled. Neverthe-
less, we had to cancel many appointments due to 
limited staffing. We extend our apologies to every-
one affected and thank you for your cooperation.  
We were able to get 24 units of blood in spite of the 
challenges!  
Spots are still open for St. Mark’s May 8th blood 
drive at 8 am or after noon. Sign up TODAY!  You 
will also be able to sign up soon at the Red Cross 
website for the remaining St. Mark’s blood drives in 
2021.  This will guarantee that you get the time 
that best suits your schedule.  
Don’t worry if your plans change, just call us and 
we will adjust the schedule. We often have people 
waiting for a spot so if your plans change, we can 
help someone fill the opening. 
 
Upcoming blood drives (note the change for July): 
 

·     July 3rd (Great way to start the holiday!) 
·     September 11th (Honor Americans!) 
·     November 6th   

 
People who are healthy and have a mask are wel-
come to volunteer at each blood drive.  We need 
workers for registration, taking temperatures, sani-
tizing tables, chairs and stations and signing up 
people for the next blood drive.   
Please call 1-800-RED-CROSS, visit RedCross-
Blood.org or RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to 
schedule an appointment. 
Call Don or Susan Rose Ditzler to sign-up, volun-
teer or ask questions at 540-977-2675. 
Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up. 



A letter from Kathleen 

Hello friends! 

Lately, our church has focused on Jesus’ life 
while on this earth. Undoubtedly, his messages 
of unconditional love were revolutionary and 
controversial. To this day, they continue to 
challenge us a Christ followers, calling us to 
grow in our relationship with God. Going along 
with the theme of Spring, let’s talk about 
growth. Thinking of ourselves as seeds with the 
potential to grow and flourish in our faith is one 
of my favorite metaphors to ponder. It’s easy to 
be drawn to the end product; the beautiful fruit 
produced over time by the little seed. In our 
faith journey, it’s important to be mindful of the 
process beforehand. With growth comes growing 
pains. That seed has to bust through dirt and 
completely transform, all the while working 
against gravity and its sometimes ruthless envi-
ronment. Being uncomfortable is inevitable in 
order to grow. My prayer is that you all look for 
opportunities to lean in to the discomfort in-
stead of maybe avoiding. Lean in and invite the 
Holy Spirit to transform your hearts, growing 
closer and closer to God. Challenge yourselves 
(and each other) to continue becoming the best 
versions of yourself. Lord knows our word needs 
it, and can you imagine the beautiful garden we 
will grow? 

Sending Love and Grace,  

Kathleen  

Upcoming Events: 

2nd VBS Preliminary Planning Meeting: 4/11/ 
21 at 3:30 pm A virtual event held to begin 
forming the foundation for this year’s VBS. Un-
doubtedly it will look VERY different than in 
years past. I need YOUR help in planning to de-
termine what that looks like. Anyone who is in-
terested can shoot me an email and I will add 
you to the invite list and send you a zoom link 
to join the meeting.  

VBS 2021!!: SAVE THE DATES 7/19-7/23 
from 9-11:30 am 

**More details to come** 

 

Scripture Reading: I would like to get the kids 
more involved in our virtual worships. If any of 
your kids would like to read the scripture for 
virtual worship, please let me know! 

Zoom Hangouts will continue to take place 
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month from 5-
6PM 

April Hangout dates: 4/11 – 4/25 SMUMC Chil-
dren are welcome to join Kathleen and their 
church friends for virtual fun and fellowship.  

A zoom invitation will be sent via email to fami-
lies for their children to join. 

 

 

 

***FROG DOLLARS ARE BACK!!*** 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROG       Dollars 
 

 
How to Earn FROG Dollars while participat-

ing in ZOOM Hangouts 

 

1 S : For showing up!  

2-S : For having your Bible with you 

3 S : For opening or closing the group in prayer 

2 S : Sharing with the group a “God Sight-
ing” (How have you seen or felt God re-
cently) 

3-S : For sharing with the group your favorite 
Bible story 

4-S : Talking with your Family about our 
“Exploration Question” (A question I will 
ask during our zoom hangout to spike 
curiosity about our Faith) 
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Youth news   � Birthdays  � Youth news   � Anniversaries 

Newsletter Deadline is 9 am the 20th of each month 

Bulletin Deadline: Thurs. 9 AM 
 

St. Mark’s United Methodist Church  

19 Cedar Ridge Drive       Daleville, VA   24083  
 

Phone:  540-992-3030 

Website:  www.stmarksmethodist.com 

E-mail: Rev. Dr. Justin White:  justinwhite@vaumc.org  

Becky Arthur: stmarksumcdaleville@gmail.com  

Erin Huddleston:  StMarksErinH@gmail.com  

Asherah Capellaro:  ajcapellaro@gmail.com 

Kelly Berry: ShipyardYouth@gmail.com 

Spring is a time for new begin-
nings for Shipyard Youth! Most 
of our kids are back in school 
and are hoping things get as 
back to normal as possible. The 
last year (!) has been trying on 
our group but everyone has 

held together well! We’ve been in near constant 
contact mostly via the preferred method of text 
message. We’ve had some Skype calls to see 
each other as well, but bigger things are in 
store.  

Starting with Easter, we’re looking to have our 
own Sunrise Service (time and location TBA). 
We’re hoping to get together outside and as 
distant as possible and have some time to see 
each other face to face. We’re also in the plan-
ning stages to have opportunities to get to-
gether in person as well, so stay tuned. We’re 
hoping that with other aspects of teenage life 
beginning to get back to normal that we can 

start to get our group as close to normal as a 
youth group can be! 

Thanks so much for your support throughout 
the COVID era and we’re hopeful that we’ll be 
back together soon!! 

In addition to the sunrise service on Easter 
morning we will be meeting by Skype at 7 pm 
on the 11th, 18th and 25th. You can reach out 
to me for the invite link.  
Kelly  



             April 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-
14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
1 Corinthians 11:23-26  
John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

2 
Isaiah 52:13-53:12  
Psalm 22  
Hebrews 10:16-
25 or Hebrews 4:14-
16; 5:7-9  
John 18:1-19:42 

3 
Job 14:1-
14 or Lamentations 
3:1-9, 19-24   
Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16   
1 Peter 4:1-8  
Matthew 27:57-
66 or John 19:38-42 

4   Sonrise Service 8 am 
In-Person Service 9:15 
and 11 am (Registration 

Required) 
Youth Sunrise Service 
see ad 
Acts 10:34-43 or Isaiah 
25:6-9; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 or Acts 
10:34-43; John 20:1-
18 or Mark 16:1-8 
 
Easter 

5 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
Genesis 1:1-19; 1 Co-
rinthians 15:35-49 

6 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; 
Genesis 1:20-2:4a; 1 Co-
rinthians 15:50-58 

7 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; Song 
of Solomon 3:1-11; Mark 
16:1-8 

8 
Psalm 133; Daniel 1:1-21; 
Acts 2:42-47 

9 
Psalm 133; Daniel 
2:1-23; Acts 4:23-31 

10 
Psalm 133; Daniel 
2:24-49; John 12:44-
50 

11 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 
VBS Planning Meeting 

3:30 pm  
Children’s Zoom Hangout 

5-6 pm 
Youth Skype 7 pm 

Acts 4:32-35; Psalm 133;   
1 John 1:1-2:2; John 20:19-31 
Second Sunday of Easter 

12 
Psalm 135; Daniel 3:1-
30; 1 John 2:3-11 
 
Possible United 

Methodist Women’s 
meeting 6 pm 

 
United Methodist 
Men Zoom Meeting  

7 pm 

13 
Psalm 135; Daniel 6:1-28; 
1 John 2:12-17 

14 
Psalm 135; Isaiah 26:1-15; 
Mark 12:18-27 

15 
Psalm 4; Daniel 9:1-19; 1 
John 2:18-25 

16 
Psalm 4; Daniel 10:2-
19; 1 John 2:26-28 

17 
Psalm 4; Acts 3:1-10; 
Luke 22:24-30 

18 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 
Youth Skype 7 pm 

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4; 1 John 
3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48 
 
Third Sunday of Easter 

19 
Psalm 150; Jeremiah 
30:1-11a; 1 John 3:10-
16 
 

SPRC 7 pm 

20 
Psalm 150; Hosea 5:15-
6:6; 2 John 1:1-6 

21 
Psalm 150; Proverbs 9:1-6; 
Mark 16:9-18 

22 
Psalm 23; Genesis 
30:25-43; Acts 3:17-26 

23 
Psalm 23; Genesis 
46:28-47:6; Acts 4:1-
4 

24 
Psalm 23; Genesis 
48:8-19; Mark 6:30-
34 

25 
In-Person Service 9:15 
am (Registration Re-

quired) 
Children’s Zoom Hangout 

5-6 pm 
Youth Skype 7 pm 

Acts 4:5-12;  Psalm 23;  
1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

26 
Psalm 95; 1 Samuel 
16:1-13; 1 Peter 5:1-5 

27 
Psalm 95; 1 Chronicles 
11:1-9; Revelation 7:13-17 

28 
Psalm 95; Micah 7:8-20; 
Mark 14:26-31 

29 
Psalm 22:25-31; Amos 
8:1-7; Acts 8:1b-8 

30 
Psalm 22:25-31; 
Amos 8:11-13; Acts 
8:9-25 

 


