
From Joel & Rachel Watters 
 
We hope and pray these words find you well. In this difficult season, we are clinging to the promises of Psalm 46, “God is 
our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.” We trust God is in control, His character is unchanging and the 
Lord Almighty is with us. 
 
A quick update on the situation here in Costa Rica, we currently have between 300 and 400 cases of COVID-19. This 
number is growing and as a country we are about a month behind the situation in the United States. The government 
anticipates a growing number of cases for several more months. Much of life has changed, many businesses have closed 
and the universities have cancelled classes. Like many of you, we have been encouraged to stay home, the kids are not in 
school and we are only to leave for absolute necessities. 
 
So, we are in our third week of life at home with four kids! At times it is exhausting, at other times beautiful. We have found 
some new rhythms to help us including a family "special time with God" (the kids thought quiet time sounded boring :)) and 
daily themes to guide us. Each day the kids get to select a special activity like grilled hot dogs and roasted marshmallows, 
staying up late to star gaze, ”super hero day" and look forward to seeing what adventure we will have each morning. 
Grandma Watters and the kids have begun a book club and meet virtually nearly every day at 2:00pm. These small joys 
help carry us through each day. 
 

 
 
Although the universities are closed, our ministry responsibilities have remained fairly similar. The big difference is we do our 
meetings virtually. We are leading three bible studies each week. We also have a number of students studying English so 
we began an English Club to create a space for them to practice while they are not in class. These meetings have been a 
sweet time to connect, pray and study scripture. Although we are not physically together, our community remains an 
important space to grow spiritually. We have also added a few national responsibilities. We are helping to create and launch 
an intern program for 8 new young staff. We are also continuing to try to develop and train staff in fundraising so they are 
able to spend more time on campuses throughout the country.  
 

 
 
Please pray for us as we enter into an uncertain situation here in Latin America. We are not sure what the weeks ahead will 
bring as many are without work and living on very little. We daily ask God for strength to choose trust over fear, hope over 
worry and live in peace instead of anxiety.  
 
We are praying for you and for our family to be attentive to who God is inviting us to be and what he is inviting us to do with 
each person we encounter. What an opportunity before us to live out our faith, to bless our neighbor and to point others to a 
kind and loving God. Just yesterday Joel talked with a friend here and was asked, "How are you so calm? Aren't you afraid 
to die?" Joel was able to share the hope we have in Jesus and the peace that brings as we trust Him.  
 
We also pray that we cling to the wonderful promise of the nearness of God's presence, Emmanuel, God is with us. 
 
Rachel, Joel, Lucy, Charles, Annie and Elsie  

 


