
Hello!  

We have now been in country for a little over three weeks! Our family has been slowly adjusting and adapting to this 
new life in San Jose.  The days have felt very full and it is hard to believe we have only been here three weeks.  We are 
finding a good rhythm now that school has started. By God's grace our kids have really had a good few weeks. Thank you 
for your prayers and lifting these precious little ones and up to the Lord.  

Our language school is about a 15-minute walk from our house. We leave around 7:00 am in order to drop the kids off 
and make it to our classes in time.  One of the interesting things about living here is the days are very short. The sun rises 
around 6 am and sets around 6 pm. This has taken some getting used to! Our schedule has shifted we now get up and go 
to bed earlier.  The walk to the language school is a challenge. The roads are very hilly and the sidewalks are everything 
but smooth. We have gotten much stronger and in better shape quickly as we navigate these areas pushing our children 
in strollers! 

It rains about every afternoon. Through November we are in what is considered rainy season. So, after school around 
2:30, we often try to make it home quickly before it pours on us and then must stay indoors. Below is a picture of one 
time when we didn’t make it. We were soaking wet from head to toe :) We have had plenty of family time together 
playing, cooking, making crafts and drawing.  Of courseif it is not raining, we head to the park so the kids can play. It 
really has been a sweet time to be together as a family and support each other during this transition. 

 

 
 
Rachel and I are in the same language class and we have enjoyed being students again. This certainly has been a 
transition but we are motivated to learn and have enjoyed being able to focus on our language. Our day is broken up into 
two main parts including a session on grammar and a session on conversation. We are coming along with our Spanish 
but have so much still to learn! We have enjoyed getting to know the other students in our classes and have connected 
well with a number of other families! The teachers are amazing and see their teaching as a ministry. They are pretty 
incredible people. 

The kids are on the same campus and are transitioning fairly well. Both Charles and Lucy attend school for 7 hours each 
day. Some of their day is in English and the rest in Spanish. They have both made good friends and have connected with 
the teachers well. Charles teacher, Monica, has been such a blessing. She is so kind and gentle with him and has helped 
him with this big change. Lucy has made friends quickly, no surprise there, and one of which shares her name, 
Lucia.  Annie has been in a day care and she too seems to becoming more comfortable with many less tears than the first 
week. It has been so fun to hear their stories and see them be brave as they enter into something so new. 

Edner the President of the ECU (Estudiantes Cristianos Unidos) has really taken us in as part of his family. He has been 
such a blessing in helping us get settled and familiar with the city. He is fabulous with our children and a great cook (see 
picture). We are planning on spending each Wednesday evening with him. He is a man of great faith and gifts. We look 
forward to his leadership and investment in our lives. Below is a picture of Edner and Rachel this past Wednesday. He 
brought two bags of groceries and made a fabulous traditional meal to celebrate Rachel's birthday. 



  

This weekend is a long weekend as the country celebrates their independence from Spain. We will take a few days to get 
out of the city and rest. 

Know that we are so grateful for you all. Thank you for your prayers, your kind words and support. We are so blessed to 
have you back home supporting us! 

Here are a few things you could be praying over the next few weeks: 

1.     Language Development: Please pray for our minds to be open to this new language. Our first day at church we met 
an older lady name Theresa. She asked if she could pray for us to experience a miracle in our language learning. She said 
that was the only way we would learn. Ha, we agreed and she prayed for us and continues to pray for us daily! 

2.     Kids transition: Like we mentioned, the kids have done so well and we are incredibly grateful for your prayers. Please 
continue to lift Lucy, Charles and Annie up that they may continue to make progress in this transition, be confident at 
school and develop good friendships 

3.     Energy and deep connection with the Lord: Language school is exhausting (particularly for Rachel). We are doing our 
best but would love some extra energy. We also are so grateful for the Lord’s nearness in this season. Please pray for 
continued depth and regular times to connect with Jesus. 

One final picture and a praise! Back in February we prayed that God would pave the way for us to be in Costa Rica by 
Rachel's birthday September 1st. The Lord provided in incredible ways and we were able to celebrate Rachel here on her 
birthday! Below is a picture of her cake...no Sherami that is not a brownie with a bite out of it, it is the country of Costa 
Rica :) 

 
 
 
Many Blessings, 
 
Joel, Rachel, Lucy, Charles and Annie 


