
Greetings from Costa Rica! 
 
We hope and pray this finds you well! We enjoyed a wonderful trip to the states this past 
summer and are currently a month into the second semester on campus. We are 
excited to share a bit about what has been happening here.  
 
In June we hosted a team of 6 InterVarsity students and staff for a month. The first two 
weeks we served alongside local ECU communities, student leaders and staff on a 
number of different campuses in the Central Valley/San Jose area. Together we shared 
our faith, studied the Bible and told others about ECU. It was so encouraging to love the 
campus together and see students be hungry for a christian community to join. 
 

 
 
 
On one of the campuses we met a student named Joel. He was excited to learn of ECU 
and of a Christian group on his campus.  He began attending bible study and has 
brought his friends. He sent me this message:  
 
“I went to bible study to learn a little more from God today, it was awesome. Before, I 
pictured myself as the only christian here on campus but all that changed because of 
you guys. Thanks to you and your friends I got to know ECU and I hope it brings a lot of 
blessings in my life too. There is nothing better than learning from Jesus with people 
from my age and people who are going through the same stuff as me. I brought a friend 
with me and I am looking forward to bringing even more to spread the good news to as 
many people as I can.” 
 



 
 
We are praising the Lord for Joel and praying he continues to make a great impact on 
his University for Jesus. 
 
The second two weeks of the global program were spent where we live in the southern 
part of the country. We partnered with the English and Tourism majors on our campus 
and taught classes. During lunch we offered English conversation. Through the 
relationships we formed as we were in the classrooms we had the chance to share 
about ECU. We met many students interested in ECU and have seen some of them join 
us this semester. 
 
One of the students we have gotten to know as a result of the trip is named Gener. He 
is a first year English Teaching major. He is kind, warm and has a deep faith in Jesus. 
As we got to know him, he shared about some of his struggles in the past and how God 
has walked alongside him through these dark moments of his life. He has been faithfully 
attending our bible study and has shared how thankful he is for the ECU community. He 
longs to make a difference in the lives of his friends for Jesus and sees our community 
as a great way to do that. 
 

 



 
The second semester began in August and we are now seeing so much fruit from the 
global program. In our last bible study we had 22 students attend! Our community is 
young and we are still getting to know each other but we are celebrating God’s 
goodness and faithfulness within this community.  
 

 
We are thankful for you and so grateful for your partnership in what God is doing here! 
We hope you rejoice with us as each of these stories and lives are also connected to 
you. 
 
Take Care, 
Joel and Rachel  
 


