
Hi Friends!  
It has been a long time since we have written, our apologies. It has been a busy few months as we 
continue our campus work, disciple students and live out the mission God has placed on our hearts. 
 
We are nearing the end of our second semester on campus and God has been doing great things! We 
have continued to study together the Gospel of John and have been challenged in recent weeks to 
follow the Good Shepherd, love as Jesus loved (washing the disciples feet) and to remain in Him in order 
to bear fruit that lasts. 
 
Last week one student told me, "Each week I look forward to our Wednesday bible study. In the midst of 
all the stress of classes and exams, I find I need this space of peace and to focus again on Jesus, my faith 
and remember why we are here." I have seen so much growth in these new friends this semester. Not 
only in the way they are studying the bible but also in their love for one another. On our campus, it's not 
easy to be a Christian. Please pray for courage to be people of hope and light here in the University. 
 

 
 
This weekend we had the opportunity to host a prayer vigil for the national ministry. In 40 years it was 
the first national ECU event. It is such a joy to be part of this dream the movement has been praying for 
for so long. Students and staff came to our city from all over the country-- some riding the bus for 7 hrs! 
Our students were awesome- they helped us plan and lead the whole event. Such a great leadership 
development experience for them. Beginning at 7 pm and ending at 3:30 am the night was filled with 
prayer, worship, time in the Word and community. The theme of the evening was Messengers of Hope 
to the Universities, we pray all the students are motivated to return to their campuses and join in what 
God is doing. Please pray that this experience catalyzes our students into greater ownership and vision 
of being missionaries to the U!  

 



 

 
Our family is doing well! Lucy is speaking incredible Spanish (her parents are so jealous) and our Costa 
Rican friends are amazed at how she sounds just like them!  Charles continues to make us laugh every 
day. He brings our family so much peace and fun. Annie just celebrated her 4th birthday! She is tough, 
strong and full of playfulness. Elsie is growing and beginning to crawl. She is so happy and easy going. 
She has the biggest bluest eyes, the Costa Ricans love them. What a blessing she has been to our family. 
 

 
 
Every three years in early January InterVarsity hosts a conference for all the Staff in the movement . We 
are planning on coming back for Christmas and to attend this conference. This will be a short trip but we 
hope to see and connect with as many of you as we can! We are planning on having a larger gathering in 
Pella on December 15 in the afternoon. We will send out more details of location and exact time but we 
hope you can come give us a hug and hear about this past year of ministry. 
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support. Thank you for joining us in bringing Gods Kingdom. 
We are so thankful for each one of you. May God's peace and love be ever present in your hearts. 
 
Joel, Rachel, Lucy, Charles, Annie and Elsie 
 
 


