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ECUADOR 2021 - A LONG TERM MOVE 

The Story 
In December, The Vine Church's  church planting partners in Ecuador, Steve and Sandi Youngren, reached out 
to us to ask if we would pray about moving to Ecuador and serve as the team leaders for 
Compassion Connection Ecuador , which helps plant churches, train pastors and restore communities. We left 
the meeting excited, overwhelmed and humbled. We prayed, talked to our family, our elders and in February 
took a trip to Ecuador, which helped to solidify the direction we believe the Lord is calling us. What we came 
back to is that we love and live to worship and serve God above all else and if we can help others grow in this, 
then we will go where he sends us and faithfully serve Him. Ultimately, this is what our lives are about. 


The Desire 
We have wrestled for weeks over how to winsomely tell the story of how the Lord has guided us over the past 
5 years towards a move to serve overseas again. A lot is a stake, or so we feel, in how we communicate. 
There is a need for strong, faithful prayer for us and the work in Ecuador. There is the longing for people to 
step out in relational care for our kids as they remain in Madison and finish school. There is a desire for 
churches to partner with us by sending teams and individuals to help us in the work and there is the reality of 
financial support. Right there you may be tempted to stop reading….many questions may be running through 
your mind or perhaps just annoyance that we reached out to you via email after what could be for some of 
you not much personal interaction in the past few years. We invite you to keep reading.


The Mission 
Compassion Connection Ecuador is located high in the Andes Mountains at the foot of Cotopaxi volcano. The 
center has three small houses, a number of bungalows, dormitories green space, gardens, chickens, bees, 
meeting spaces for teaching, a soccer field, a trout pond in the works and has room to grow in the coming 
years. Our primary role will be to live on the property and provide oversight to operations and theological 
training, care, leadership and counsel to the team who serves full time and maintain and develop partnerships 
between churches in Ecuador and churches in the United States.


The Task 
We will be sent by our local church here in Madison where Laurel is currently on staff and Justin is an elder, 
with oversight and care being provided by the Vine Church and Compassion Connection. Our plan is to move 
to Ecuador in September 2021, but in the meantime we have begun language learning, been meeting online 
with the team in Ecuador and dedicated regular time for prayer and training with our leaders at the Vine 
Church. 
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The Cost 
We are full of anticipation and grief at the same time. We will be leaving our kids in Madison and living far from 
our parents and siblings again and this does not come without a cost. We love Madison and the gospel 
centered community at the Vine Church is like no other we have ever experienced. The Lord’s hand has been 
on us here in Madison and we know He will go before us, be with us and guide us in Ecuador. 


The Steps 
We know you are people of prayer and you will be faithful to remember us. In the next months we need to 
raise funds for our initial set up costs in Ecuador and six months salary before we move. We invite you to 
prayerfully consider joining us by partnering financially. Below is a helpful breakdown of how you might be 
able to help with sustaining or one time gifts, but gifts of any amount are welcome. 


Sustaining gifts: 
	 •	 10 monthly gifts of $100 each

	 •	 20 monthly gifts of $50 each

	 •	 40 monthly gifts of $25 each

	 •	 50 monthly gifts of $10 each

	 ◦	 Total: $3500/month in sustaining support gifts 

One Time Gifts: 
Any amount to help us reach our set up cost goal of $8500, which will include plane tickets, household set up 
costs, and visas. 


Automatic giving can be set up online through The Vine Church at www.thevinemadison.org by clicking the 
Give button.

Be sure to select: Support Eccles Ecuador by 
clicking the drop down arrow. 

Or checks can be mailed here: 
The Vine Church

906 Ann Street

Madison, WI 53713

Write in the Memo: for the work of Justin and 
Laurel Eccles


Thank you for prayerfully considering 
supporting us. Stay tuned for updates and how 
you might be able to see the work in Ecuador 
first hand in the future and Covid permitting - 
hope to connect with many of you personally 
before we go.



In Him who gives life,  Justin & Laurel Eccles
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