
  

   

  

Things we learned in the village recently: 

• Language, lots and lots of language  
• The names and stories of most of the folks in the village 
• We don't need a back hoe; Nate can haul buckets of sand totaling 1500 

lbs each day a quarter of a mile uphill for the new church floor (I'm 
actually not exaggerating).  Rachelle can not haul near as much. 

• Ants looove coconut oil; hang the jar from a string above the fire. 



 

• Ants will chew through plastic; there is no discouraging them. We should 
be like ants. 

• Keep a list of what to do when discouraged; you will need the reminder.  
o Use some phone battery to listen to a worship song 
o Go fishing 
o Do a cross word puzzle 
o Journal 
o Read a Psalm out loud 
o Is your blood sugar low? Eat something from the candy stash. 
o Nap 
o Go swimming 
o Ask yourself if you have malaria again 

 

  

 

Language learning draws a crowd. And puts the dog to sleep. 

   

 

 



 

 

To watch a short video of a tour of our jungle house: 

https://youtu.be/0gwnBIiCjiw 

   

 

 

 Hunger 
 
Last Friday night a young Wao girl came to us in a panic.  Her mom and I grew 
up together.  The beauty radiating through her smile captured me.  Her 3 year-
old niece was sick and the family had run out of food.  We shared what we had 
and took her home.  She was effusive in her thanks with her radiant smile and 
repetitions of, "Kigi and Menga, you have done well.  I'm so happy. I'm so 
happy."   
 
It is quieter in the town of Shell with curfews (2 pm - 5 am), travel restrictions 
and many remaining indoors.  We can't travel out to the village, but Waorani 
still show up at our door during non-curfew hours. Most of the tribal 
people don’t have the means to purchase large quantities of food or anything 
ahead of time. In addition, some people who live in remote areas may arrive not 
knowing all the restrictions in place. Together with our coworkers, Chet and 
Katie Williams, we have purchased large bags of rice, lentils, noodles etc. to 
share with hungry Waorani who can't travel back to their jungle homes and 
others in need.  Some haven't eaten in several days.  With our recent lean time 
in the village and spontaneous fasting (I was having severe food reactions and 
Nate wouldn't eat without me) our compassion for hunger is acute.  
 
Some are also hungry for comfort. Today God fed us a bowl-full.  Visitors came 
needing food and money and we ended up talking and walking the property 
together, reading scripture, praying (They prayed and wow, was it powerful!) 
and LAUGHING! (Yes, we all washed our hands.) I feel like I've just had a 
three-course meal and it was all spontaneously provided by the Lord.   
 
Just last night Nate and I were wondering aloud how Jesus would be 
ministering on this earth right now.  What would His band of disciples be 
doing?  I think he answered our question today. How is God calling you to wash 
feet in today's world? 
 
We were recently challenged by this quote from Martin Luther: “This I well 
know, that if it were Christ or his mother who were laid low by illness everybody 

https://treesontheriverbank.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=008e67dead50bf568ed2f6f3c&id=c8bd158cac&e=3cb8c61e09


 

would be so solicitous and would gladly become a servant or helper. Everyone 
would want to be bold and fearless; nobody would flee but everyone would 
come running… If you wish to serve Christ and to wait on him, very well, you 
have your sick neighbour close at hand. Go to him and serve him, and you will 
surely find Christ in him…” 
 
None of this fazes us because Jesus loves us. I’m absolutely convinced 
that nothing—nothing living or dead, angelic or demonic, today or 
tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or unthinkable—absolutely nothing can 
get between us and God’s love because of the way that Jesus our Master 
has embraced us." The Message (Rom 8:39) 
  
 
   

  

 

  

 

Thankful for: 

• Food for today 
• A driver's license for Rachelle 
• Plenty of projects on the property here for Nate to work on 
• Our Waorani friends that encourage us 

Praying for: 

• Provision to continue giving food (if you would like to help please let us know) 
• Nate's driver's license 
• Still/grateful hearts  
• Grace and hope for Natalia as she slogs through yet another 

challenging recovery from a new infection 
• Hungry and frightened friends 

 

 



 

 

In addition to giving out 

food, we are buying 

handicrafts the people make 

so they have a way to earn 

some money.   

 

Our living room has quickly 

filled with bowls, necklaces, 

bracelets, string bags, spears 

and blowguns.  If you are 

interested in helping with 

these efforts in any way, let 

us know. Natalia will send 

you pictures of what she has 

in Colorado if you click on 

Rachelle's instagram and dm 

her.  
   

 


