
  

We will meet again 

 

Pegonca, the spiritual father of many Waorani, began his 

eternal chapter in heaven March 24, 2022 at age 59 from liver 

cancer.  While on earth, he baptized countless people and 

shepherded many more. He was well grounded in scripture 

having worked and translated scripture with the Wycliffe New 

Testament translators, Catherine Peeke and Rosi 

Jung.  Wycliffe literacy specialist, Pat Kelley, taught Pegonca 

to read--he spent hours and hours reading scripture after it 

was completed in 1992.  His understanding of scripture was 

profound, but it was his gentle, Christ-like heart that remains in 

our memories.   



 

 

I will never forget a recent Sunday when Pegonca made a 

surprise visit to the Sunday Bible study in Shell.  Everyone 

looked up, surprised, and burst into spontaneous 

applause.  The Waorani do not typically clap, but this was an 

expression of their deep respect.  We all feel that there has 

been a tremendous hole torn in the fabric of the Waorani 

church.  But we look ahead, expectantly, for the new thing that 

the Lord will do....please pray for the remaining leaders...and 

those that are chosen, yet have not heard the call.  It feels like 

a pivotal point in a new era of Waorani history. We, along with 

Pegonca (as he expressed before he left), long for a revival.  

 

  

 

 

 

Pegonga and his wife, Conta, shortly before he died.   



 

All is well 

 

The indigenous of Ecuador began protesting on Monday, June 

13.  The strike is continuing to grow. They have closed many 

roads in the country with blockades.  We live on one of the 3 

main roads that enter the jungle so that means our little town 

of Shell has little to no traffic coming in or out.  Blissful quiet 

for us, but also no fuel, little drinking water is being 

transported and sold, food coming into the province is limited 

and there is little cooking gas available.  (No worries, we are 

fine.) 

 

One of the main blockades is just down the road from us so we 

have a front row seat (and a military checkpoint outside our 

gate).  It's like reality TV, but we know many of the Waorani 

actors!  Nate mentioned to the military right as they were 

preparing for a confrontation that we are praying and they 

responded, "Pray for peace."  So far, the confrontations 

between the protestors and the military outside our gate have 

been peaceful.  

 



 

 

To the best of our understanding they are protesting gas and 

food prices, drilling for oil in the communities in the jungle 

(many Waorani are affected by this) and the presence of mining 

in many of those same communities.  The Waorani are a large 

part of this protest which gives us a voice to speak 

truth.  Please pray as we remind folks who our provider is and 

talk about how we fight evil with good.  They believe that the 

government can fix it all because the government has "all the 

money anyone could ever need."  We are very concerned about 

the entitled attitude that we see now. ("We are indigenous. You 

owe us.")  The willingness to work for anything is fast 

disappearing and the ability to see what they CAN do is 

disappearing as well. May the Spirit prepare their minds and 

hearts to hear what the Lord wants to say. 

 

  

 



 

 

A discreet closeup of some of the 100+ troops gearing up with riot 

gear for crowd control outside our gate to face off with the 

protestors.  The wall of our house literally forms part of the military 

blockade preventing protestors from entering the main part of Shell.   



 

  

 

Upcoming course 

 

We have a health course that is to start July 4.  Given the state 

of the country we do not know how it will be affected, but we 

are moving ahead anyway.  Do pray that the specifics will fall 

into place easily.   

 

One of the main teachers of the course is Ana, an older 

Waorani woman who we plan to fly to Shell from her 

village.  She will be bringing plants with her to show the 

younger generation how she treats various bacterial, viral, 

parasite and fungal infections.  Please pray she arrives safely 



and in good health. She has been very ill from a spider bite, but 

was improving last we knew.  

 

Two of the main Bible study leaders will also be helping us 

translate and navigate topics about sickness in scripture.  Why 

do we get sick?  How should we respond?  Where is God when 

illness happens....etc. Not easy things so we are asking for you 

to pray with us for wisdom.  

 

Our friend, nurse Miriam Gebb, will be covering western first 

aid.   

 

I will be covering basic information about what a bacteria, virus 

etc is and talking about how to help our bodies heal with what 

we have been given.  We have a microscope and hope to use 

it.   

 

Our main desire is to meet people where they are at and help 

them understand that they have more available to them than 

they realize.  So many think they are helpless when they get 

sick and that they just need a pill.  I am often asked for the 

"white pill" for pain.  I usually hand them some curcumin 

(which they use to dye their handicrafts) and encourage them 



 

to use it.  That is often met with a great deal of skepticism and 

the exclamation, "That stuff tastes terrible! It burns!" I now 

have a reputation for giving away terrible tasting "medicine".  

  

 

 

  

   

Lord... 

• Continue to grow the Waorani "church" believers. 

• Help us help them navigate the frustrations of daily living 

with wisdom from scripture. 

• Go ahead of us in this course--and keep everyone 

healthy. We are feeling overwhelmed at all there is to be 

done. 

• Rachelle had dengue fever and is recovering...and is sick 

again with something else.  Infections have been a 

constant battle for both us for the last couple of 

years.  Please join us in asking the Lord to break the 

cycle.  

Thank you, Lord 

• For pointing us to our Heavenly provider....always. 



 

• Despite the social unrest and discontent, we sense His 

peace and feel safe.  
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