
  

   

 

Goodbyes and Hellos 
 

 

  

  

Goodbyes are tough.  We all are adjusting while missing each other, but are 

incredibly grateful for the ability to talk to family when we have internet.  That 

has helped a great deal.   



 

Saying hello to many folks that we have not seen in over 20 years has brought 

deep joy.  Most friends now have grandkids in tow who they are excited to 

introduce us to.  I (Rachelle) was able to hop on a flight that was already going 

out to a Waorani village and let folks know that we are back.  It took a bit for 

them to recognize me because I've "gotten old".  Nate (Menga,) on the other 

hand, looks like "a baby with a white beard". =) 

 

 

 

There have been visitors aplenty crammed into our little apartment here in the town of 

Shell.  The first week it was tough to have a moment to cook a meal or unpack, but it has 

been so fun to see young and old. I do feel old when I have to ask them who their 

grandparents and great grandparents are in order to know which family they are from.  I 

need a bigger notebook to write out each family tree! 

 

It is so encouraging to listen to the people share how God has met them in grief and in joy 

through the years. Many have lost children, parents and other relatives and have been 

healed of illness and protected in hard times.   



 

 

   

 

 

  

We are enjoying working alongside Chet and Katie Williams who have 

done the arduous work of getting the training center (CENTA) 

started.  They have loved on and fostered relationships for many, many 

years with those we hold dear.   

 

The Waorani have waited years for a place to come for training 

(anything from vocational training to spiritual).  They are excited about 

when it will all start and are enthusiastic about making it happen.  So, 

some have come to help with projects that need to be done before 

courses can begin.  Nate and Chet have been doing some carpentry and 

cement block work alongside nationals and Waorani to get 

the workshop building ready.  The Wao are already learning which is 

exactly what they want.  

 

We will be headed out to a village for several weeks in November and 

December and staying for the annual Waorani bible conference. Nate 

and I are looking forward to listening to what the leaders have to teach 



 

and watching how the different communities interact.   

 

  

  

 

We were overwhelmed by all of your messages and prayers.  Nate's 

comment was, "We have an amazing team of people with us."  Thank you 

for loving us in that way during this transition! 

 

The concerns of the tribe about their youth, culture and families are 

troubling to us all.  Pray with us for the intervention of the Lord.  In the 

short time we've been here there have been five deaths (two suicides). 

 

We would appreciate your intercession for the Bible conference as many 

will be traveling by trail to gather.  We are so very aware of the 

spiritual opposition.    

 

 

 

   

 


