
  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

We ask for your prayers as we navigate this next season in 

Ecuador.  Changing restrictions leave us wondering when and if we can 

travel, hold training courses, gather for activities or even go shopping. 

Oftentimes this affects tribal folks as they travel to and from the jungle. It 

is a bit like navigating in the dark.  Amidst all of the uncertainty we remind 

ourselves, "God gets what God wants."  

 

 

 

In the meantime, God continues to pursue His people and we get a front 

row seat.  In the Wængongi Apeneki Onco (God's speaking house) Study 

on Sundays one woman said, "I want to hear what God's word says and 

when I understand I can say "Yes" to Him."   

 

 



 

 

Signs of the times 

Miipo and Meñiwa working on the 

sign for the Sunday study  

 

  

Red represents the blood of Jesus, 

blue is living water and green is for 

growth.  

The two Waorani men, Meñiwa and Miipo, are the main leaders for the 

Sunday study, a kid's club, a teen study and a discipleship group. They 

have a monthly kids club for the young generation (under 10).  There can 

be between 40-60 kids that come.  We love sitting in the background 

listening to them tell the kids stories from scripture, watching the kids' 

faces light up. Their laughter and pure joy bring tears to our eyes.



 

 

Miipo came to us one day and said he had been dreaming about doing 

something special for the little kids before Christmas in the town of 

Shell.   "The adults and older kids often go to parties and leave the little 

ones at home....but I want to make Christmas special for the wiñænani 

(little ones)." The day before Miipo mentioned this we had been 

approached by one of you asking to be a part of something for the kids 

for Christmas--nothing was planned at that point...but God had it all 

planned. 

 

We sat down later with both of the leaders and shared with them the 

desire of fellow believers in our land to help, and the one got tears in his 

eyes, while the other said, "Glory to God."  We listened to the details 

about this event, let them hash through pros and cons for each thing and 

then told them that the final decision rested with them because they know 

the culture, the needs, and have the Holy Spirit to guide them.  They both 



 

got terrified looks on their faces.  BUT it is fun to watch their passion 

grow as they walk in the decisions and responsibilities that God is giving 

them.   

 

On Christmas Eve 60 kids came to a little party and got cake (big deal) 

and a blanket of their own (really big deal).  Many activities had been 

canceled by the authorities a few days before but for whatever reason, we 

were allowed to have this.  The smiles will stick with us forever.  

 

 

   

 

Disciples 

 

Miipo and Meñiwa have begun a discipleship group with the teenagers.  They 

meet to study for a couple hours each week--about 20 are attending 

currently.  They chose six of the teens to do one-on-one discipling.  (They chose six 



 

because they will fit in our car....ahhh the things Jesus didn't really have to worry 

about.) These six help out with ministry related work, learn skills they can use in 

the workplace and spend a fair bit of time being mentored.  They all went on a 

short trip to a nearby waterfall (hence the need for our car.) 

 

 
 

 

Continuing with the discipleship theme, they/we would like to have a 

conference soon to have the older believers share their testimonies with 

the younger generation.  The Waorani commented excitedly: "We can 

have several of these every year!"  May His will be done on earth as it is 

in heaven.... 

 

 

 
 

  

How Lord? 



 

• There is so much that can be done.  Please pray for more help.  

• In the midst of seeing fruit, we also see so much pain, trauma and 

lost people--it can be tough for all of us (including Miipo and 

Meñiwa) not to get discouraged.  

• The conference "Just walking one trail" will allow the younger 

generation to hear what it means to walk the narrow path.  We pray 

there will be open eyes and ears to hear the Spirit calling....  

• Maintain our unity and obedience.  

• How can we support Natalia while continuing ministry?   

 

Thank you, Lord 

  

• Thank you that we were able to return to the US to get some 

medical treatment that will hopefully help Rachelle's migraines.  

• Thank you for always making a way. 

• Thank you for allowing us to watch your fruit and taste it's 

sweetness.   

• Several older believers (Pegonga, Ooma, Tæmænta and Oroki) are 

traveling around the territory to share Jesus in February.  Please 

pray for safety and a spiritual harvest. 

• Lots of children and teenagers are hearing about Jesus.  

 

 



 

 

Taking medicine to Kimo.  He shared hunting stories with us for about 2 

hours.  

  

 


