
 
 

God's Ways 

 

In the health course subtitled "Wao Bai tono Cowode Bai " (The Waorani Way and 

The Western Way) we spent our time combining our knowledge.  We drew from 

Ana, a 73 yr old woman who helped translate the New Testament and who was 

trained as a health promoter by a missionary nurse during my childhood.  She is an 

amazing healer. I watched her help numerous patients during the course.  Miriam 

Gebb, a veteran missionary nurse, shared her perspective from a Western 

medicine perspective. 

 

I (Rachelle) led the course in Waorani, which was a big stretch for my language 

skills, so I asked as many questions of Ana and Miriam as possible and then 

turned to the class to hear what they had to say.  Why do we get sick?  We dug 

into scripture with Meñiwa's help and talked about the fall of creation.  Where is 

God when we are suffering? Nate shared his experience of struggling when I was 

sick. 

 

Why don't I go to the shaman? We talked about the dangers of looking to someone 

other than the Lord for healing. 

 

What do scientists say makes us sick?  If everything around us is covered in 



 

microbes (the microscope was a big hit!), why aren't we always sick?  How do we 

support how we were created with the medicine God gave us?  We spent most of 

the course compiling a list of the forest plants the Waorani use to treat everything 

from fungal infections to anaphylatic shock to snake bite. (There's so much more. It 

looks like I have a large project ahead of me.) How do we help when the "forest 

medicine" doesn't work?  We asked Miriam Gebb for those answers. 

   

 

 

 

Nate brought levity and laughter 

(as usual) to the course with 

his wilderness first aid skills 

as we practiced transporting 

patients with broken bones 

etc.  He had teams transport a 

"patient" from the school to the 

lunch-site while holding a full 

cup of water.  The team that 

arrived with the most amount of 

water won.  

 

 

The final exam was a trauma 

scenario: a canoe accident with 

a head injury/drowning victim, 

a broken bone and a severe 

laceration. There was more 

hootin' an' hollerin' than 

anything, but they learned.  

 

   

Walking in the Spirit 

 

My favorite story of the entire course is about Ana.  One afternoon she and I went 

to see a little boy with a high fever and swollen lymph node.  Ana took along some 

of her medicinal tea for him to drink.  The next morning the fever was gone.   



 

 

A few days later Ana said to us, "I was praying and God said I need to go see a 

child and parent."  I asked who and she replied, "I don't know."  When she 

returned, she said the father and son with the swollen lymph node had walked 

miles to find her. She treated the lymph node with stinging nettles which allowed it 

to drain.  

 

Take away:  LISTEN. God does not speak to us just to hear himself talk.   

 

 

WAO Study Teen 1st Conference 

 

50+ Waorani teenagers came for the week to hear about what Jesus did for them, 

how to live for Him and have some fun and fellowship along the way.  A group of 

eight people came from Hot Sulphur Springs, CO (Calvary Church) to be part of 

the conference here in Shell, Ecuador.  Thank you everyone!  Mark Callarman 

shared the main theme with cameo appearances from others and Meñiwa 

translated directly from English into Waorani. Everything we do is always in 

Waorani.  We know for certain that these kids heard about Jesus in their heart 

language.  May they hear with their hearts as well.... 

 

Meñiwa brought out a black cape at the end of each session and called up several 

teenagers each day, put the cape around them and gave them a personal word 

from the Lord.  The cape had a symbol of a cross with an "X" through it. The 

Waorani plant spears in the shape of an ''X" in a trail to warn people not to 

enter.   Meñiwa used that illustration to remind us all that Jesus lays claim to our 

lives and gives us the authority and responsibility to keep or throw satan out--in 

other words, it's our job to block out satan's trails into our lives with our 

metaphorical crossed spears.  

   

 



 

 

Meñiwa translated directly 

from English into 

Waorani.  We know these 

kids heard about Jesus in 

their own language.   

 

Even the leaders (Meñiwa in 

red) joined in the fun at the 

river on the last day.   

 

 

 

Laughter, smiles--Miipo always enjoys the 

kids! 

 

   

 
 
 

 

 

Iquitawa  

 



 

 

Iquitawa has a new hip!  Thank you 

all who helped make this possible 

through intercession and giving.  He 

asked about getting a new crutch 

and we said, "If God says yes you 

might throw your crutch away."  It's 

looking like that will happen after 17 

years of walking bent over with a 

great deal of pain!  He had fallen 

from a tree breaking his shoulder, 

ribs, back and hip.  The hip then 

calcified at about a 45 degree angle 

making it impossible for his foot to 

touch the ground.  He recounted the 

story to me recently as tears 

streamed down his face:  While he 

was laying on the ground after the 

fall, a jaguar came to visit him, but 

did not harm him.  Later a man came 

to him who had holes in his hands 

and feet and asked him, "Why do 

you sin?"  

 

  His uncle who had died in 1969 

taking the gospel to relatives 

appeared in beautiful clothing and 

reassured him that help was coming 

the next day.  Iquitawa said, "It 

started to rain and I didn't get cold. I 

am alive because of God." Recently, 

Pegonga (the pastor who died in 

March) appeared to Iquitawa in a 

vision.  Iquitawa dedicated his life to 

the Lord, called his family together 

and declared they would be following 

Jesus.  He is now talking about 

returning home to talk to his siblings. 

This has been quite the spiritual 

awakening.   



 

Church Growth 

 

How many books on church growth recommend saying this:  "Hey, don't show up 

here at church if you're just coming for fun.  Go somewhere else if that is what you 

want. We are not joking around here.  We are serious about hearing God, studying 

His word and listening to what He wants to tell us.  We are not preparing to meet 

Him, we are PREPARED."  The next few weeks after that sermon was preached 

we had more people than ever (100). Over half are under the age of 25.   

 

 

Bible Storying 

While you are planning for Thanksgiving we will be hosting a couple of Bible 

storying workshops led by our friend, Regina.  One will be in Waorani and one will 

be in Spanish (a couple of Quichua pastors are encouraging some of their leaders 

to participate). Meñiwa, Miipo, Nate and I have been praying for a year for more 

leaders to step up and help at the Sunday gathering.  Meñiwa and Miipo have 

identified several people, both young and older, so we've been praying for them 

and including them in leading as they are willing.  Our hope is that learning how to 

orally tell Bible stories and lead folks through analyzing and applying it will give 

leaders more confidence to lead and study scripture together.    

  

 

• Thank you, Lord for Iquitawa's recovery.   

• Gold mining and contamination in Waorani territory continues to be a 

problem.  Pray for solutions....and for the safety of those who oppose the miners. 

• Our friend Tæænka is miraculously well.  We did not think he would survive, but 

he's still smiling and looked healthier than ever. 

• Our health 

 

 



 

 

We need to replenish the Waorani Medical Fund established through the Lightway 

Medical Foundation.  Within the last three years 5 patients with surgical needs who 

would not have gotten care otherwise and well over 40 others with various medical 

needs have been helped.  Thank you!  If you wish to give through Lightway, PLEASE 

designate it as Waorani Medical.  Otherwise, it will go into a general fund that we don't 

have access to for the Waorani: 

 

Lightway Medical Foundation 

PO Box 8066 

Fort Wayne, IN 46898 

 

Checks can be mailed to the PO Box above (designate as Waorani Medical Fund). 

Another way to give is to us through the CTEN website by clicking on the "Give" button 

below. Please indicate that it is for the Waorani medical fund.    

 

 

 


