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Greetings members and friends of Maranatha Bible Church! 

 

It's been a while since we've been able to gather as a body to engage in 
worship, but we are happy to report that time is coming to an end. 

Regular worship services will begin in the church building 

beginning Sunday, May 31, 2020, at 10:30 AM (Reminder: time change 

to a 9:30 AM start begins next week - Sunday, June 7). While masks are 
not required, social distancing guidelines will be enforced in all church 

buildings. If you are not comfortable joining us on-site for worship 

services, the on-line streaming ministry will continue to be available; so 

you are welcome to continue to participate in the service using that 
medium for as long as you feel necessary. 

 

When this Coronavirus situation first came up a couple of months ago, 

the Elders, Deacons and Staff formed a Coronavirus Response Team to 
deal with the ever-changing situation. This team handled the logistics 

and details regarding the closing of the building and then met weekly 

(and sometimes more often) to follow the situation and directives of the 

State of Iowa and the Iowa Department of Public Health (IDHP) closely. 

In the last few weeks, this team has been using the results of the 
church-wide survey (thanks to all who responded) to begin working 

through the logistics of reopening the building for worship while following 

the guidance of the State and IDHP. This team feels the time is right to 

expand the reopening and allow all who desire to come worship with us. 
 

You will notice a few changes as you enter the building, however. First 

and foremost, we ask that while you are in the building, proper social 

distancing guidelines should be followed. Ushers will be on hand to 
escort you to a seat in the sanctuary with the goal of providing proper 

separation of family groups. This means you may not be able to sit in 

the same location you're used to and there will not be the opportunity 

for the usual mingling and wandering around prior to the service. You 

may also want to arrive at church a bit earlier as the seating process 
could be more time-consuming. At the end of the service, the Ushers will 

dismiss you by row to allow for an orderly exit. Please plan to exit the 

building immediately. There will be no fellowship time in the foyer or 

Commons. 
 

Due to the social distancing guidelines, the sanctuary will not hold as 

many people as normal. When the sanctuary nears capacity, secondary 

locations in the Commons will be opened for use. Ushers and Safety 
Team personnel will direct you to those locations if/when needed. 
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As has been said, 'We're all in this together.' This is especially true for 

the Church and while we recognize the desire we all have to again 

gather for worship, fellowship, and conversation, for the time being we 
are asking everyone to comply with the guidelines set forth by the State 

of Iowa and the IDPH. 

 

In Summary: 

• All are welcome to attend this Sunday 
• You are welcome to wear a mask, but it is not required 

• Live-streaming of the service will continue for those who choose 

not to attend in person 

• If you attend in person, practice proper social distancing and follow 

all instructions of the Ushers and Safety Team 

 
Thank you 

 

Your Maranatha Bible Church Elders 

  
 

  
  

 

Maranatha Bible Church, 526 3rd Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, IA 52404 

 

  

 


