
  

   

  

We are thrilled to share that Lynn Johnson joined the Bridgehaven team as our new 

Sr. Development Director in April. Lynn is a seasoned professional with many years 

of building relationships within the nonprofit sector in Cedar Rapids. She’s held 

leadership positions at TWOgether Marriage Mentoring, American Cancer Society, and 

recently served as the Regional Director of Operations with Healthcare of Iowa.  



 

Lynn brings strategic thinking, a generous heart, and passion to her role and is already 

fitting right in with our team. We are excited to see all that God has in store for her 

and our ministry through her work at Bridgehaven!  

Meet Lynn at our next Open House!  

We will be hosting an Open House on Tuesday, May 24 from 4-6PM at Bridgehaven 

(4250 Glass Road NE in Cedar Rapids) to give you a chance to meet Lynn and other 

members of our staff. It will be a great opportunity to tour this space if you haven’t yet 

had the chance as well as get updates on each area of the ministry and engage in 

fellowship with others within our Bridgehaven community.  

 

 

 

Save the Date for our 2022 

Fundraising Gala 
 

After a three-year hiatus, it is with great excitement we share with you that we have 

set a date for Bridgehaven's 2022 Fundraising Gala!  

 



  

 

More information about this exciting event will be announced in the coming weeks.  

 



 

David Nasser’s Bio 

In 1979, 9-year-old David and his family 

were forced to flee their home country 

of Iran amidst a bloody revolution, 

seeking asylum in America as refugees. 

 

At age 18, after years of difficult 

assimilation to a new culture during a 

time when Iranian-American social and 

political tensions were high, David 

found hope and redemption through a 

relationship with Jesus Christ. Soon after 

his conversion from Islam to Christianity, he began pursuing his newfound calling in 

ministry. For over 30 years, God has used and equipped David as a gifted evangelist, 

author, and campus pastor of the world’s largest collegiate ministry. Recently, David 

and his wife Jennifer moved to Franklin, TN to begin a new chapter as they lead a non-

profit organization, the For Others Collective. 

 

David continues to be a highly regarded communicator who speaks at churches, 

conferences, and festivals, as well as consults with a variety of organizations on the 

topics of culture development, leadership, and systems building across the globe. 

   

 

 

Responding to Abortion's 

Ever-Changing Landscape 



Recent victories such as the US Supreme Court hearing a case that would threaten Roe v. 

Wade have brought hope and rejuvenated the cause for life. However, on December 16, 

2021, the FDA announced that it would permanently allow patients to receive 

abortion pills through the mail rather than requiring them to be obtained in person. 

Currently, Iowa does not have a law requiring patients to be seen in person before 

receiving this medication.  

  

This changes things significantly and challenges us to be innovative in meeting the needs 

of the abortion-minded client. With experience from the past two years, the Bridgehaven 

team is strong, nimble, and focused on doing what is needed to reach these young 

women. Here are a few of the strategic ways Bridgehaven is working to respond to these 

developments:  

• We are open to exploring and small enough to adjust whenever necessary now 

that we have the right technology in place. We know what it’s like to serve virtually. 

We know what works and doesn’t, but we also know we have not explored all 

possibilities when virtually serving clients. For example, a virtual appointment can 

serve various purposes at multiple steps in the process.  

• Bridgehaven has and will continue to evaluate and invest in digital marketing 

specifically for the abortion-minded clientele. We saw an eight percent increase in 

the abortion-minded clients we served within the first six weeks. We will continue 

this partnership with ChooseLife Marketing to broaden our reach.  

• What is a self-managed abortion? What are the risks? Answers to questions like 

these and more will become available to you through the education Bridgehaven is 

pulling together. We not only want you to be educated in such things but potential 

clients as well. We are currently making changes to our website, providing more 

educational information regarding abortion, procedures, risks, and options.  

• Last, we want to continue to raise awareness of our potentially life-saving service, 

the Abortion Pill Reversal (or Rescue). We anticipate this service will play a critical 

role in the life-saving work we do. We continually pray for preventative measures to 

be effective before the need for this. However, we are thankful that Abortion Pill 

Reversal is available.   



 

You are a vital player in these efforts. Together we believe the words in John 10:10: “The 

thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.” We don’t just want people to choose life for their children. We desire the 

abundant life Jesus promised in this verse. Here’s how you can continue to support the 

mission of Bridgehaven.   

• Pray for Bridgehaven. Your prayers are greatly needed. We cannot do this work 

without our Lord and Savior guiding us every step of the way. Your prayers 

encourage, direct, and ignite the Spirit to move within the hearts of those served 

and serving in this place.  

• Educate. We invite you to stay informed. The changes to our website are in the 

works, but in the meantime, we invite you to follow our national affiliates, Care Net 

and Heartbeat International, for more information on these issues.  

• Participate. Bridgehaven’s annual In Her Shoes 5K Walk/Run is Saturday, May 

14. It’s a great opportunity to create a team, fundraise and walk us to support life in 

our community. Click here for more information and to register today.  

• Financial Support. Bridgehaven is 100% privately funded. You can help support 

the ministry by financially giving monthly or annually if you aren't already.   

• Volunteer with us! We’d love to have you join us in our efforts at Bridgehaven. We 

have a wide variety of volunteer opportunities to suit you. Come in for a tour and 

get started on the application process today! Again, Sheralee Gonder is your 

contact in getting started.  

It is a true honor to be called to the work of Bridgehaven. I know that He is in charge no 

matter what challenges our world throws our way. Thank you for your faithfulness and 

partnership in this life-saving work.  

“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according 

to the power at work within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:20-21  

Faithfully,  

Chelsey McDill   

Executive Director  

 

https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=6316039a20&e=687c45d0c8
https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=866dc1ca92&e=687c45d0c8
https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=3486517e37&e=687c45d0c8
https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=c0439edd31&e=687c45d0c8
https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=655841ecea&e=687c45d0c8
mailto:sheralee@bridgehavencr.org


 

  

 

 

In case you missed it... 
 

We know it sounds very cliché, but what a difference a year makes! Within the pages 

of last year's Annual Report, you will see stories of hope amid hard situations. You will 

see the miracle of life thriving despite challenging life circumstances, heartbreak, and 

uncertainty.  

 

Click here to view our 2021 Annual Report  

 

 

https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=9355a0d816&e=687c45d0c8
https://bridgehavencr.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6bf6e3fbdbe8a013e347f1197&id=08e3743a50&e=687c45d0c8


  

We are excited to be offering our Compassion, Hope, and Help class again this June. During 
this time, this training helps prepare and is required for the following volunteer positions at 
Bridgehaven:  

• Client Advocates (CAs): Our CAs are trained to meet one on one with women and men 
who are experiencing an unplanned pregnancy. Approximately, 25% of the clients we 
see are considering or are vulnerable to abortion. Of those that are planning to 
parent, many are facing heavy trials and roadblocks in their journey. It is the CA's role 
to guide, direct, and help during these conversations. 

• Life Mentors: Life Mentors are called upon in circumstances where clients are looking 
for long-term emotional, social, and spiritual support. These clients might still be 
considering abortion or have external pressures in their life that makes them 
vulnerable to abortion. We also have parenting clients participating in our Earn While 
You Learn program who would benefit from a Life Mentor to come alongside them 
during this time of life. 

The Compassion, Hope, and Help class will begin Wednesday, June 1, and will continue each 
week on Wednesdays for five weeks, with the last class held on Wednesday, June 29. The class 
will be held at Bridgehaven from 5:30-8:30 PM. Feel free to bring your dinner and 
snacks. There are also binders for this class that cost $23. You will be asked to pick them up 
before the class and can submit payment at that time. 



 

  
We pray that the Lord will make it clear to you if this class is the next step in your journey at 
Bridgehaven. Taking the class does not commit you to these roles but will prepare you for 
abundant opportunities inside and outside of the ministry as well as give you an even deeper 
understanding of the work we do. 
  
If you are ready to commit to this class or would like to discuss it with someone on our staff, 
please contact our Director of Client Advocacy, Haley Brimmer at haley@bridgehavencr.org. 
You must be signed up by Wednesday, May 18. Those who register by Friday, April 29 will 
receive a free Bridgehaven T-shirt. 
  
Thank you so much for considering. We look forward to learning with you as the Lord equips 
us to do His work. 
   

    

 

 
 

 
 

mailto:haley@bridgehavencr.org

