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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please 

make yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may 
introduce you to other members of the congregation.  

Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service.  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

27 September, 2020 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting Together in Song 756 
and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn    TiS  569 
 

Holy Communion   Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Exodus 17: 1 – 7 
   Psalm 78: 1—4, 11—16 
   Philippians 2: 1—13 
   Matthew 21: 23—32 

After the Sermon   P. 124 

Offertory Hymn     TiS 650 

After the Collection   P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 138 

Final Hymn    TiS 606 

The Service begins on page 4 of this booklet and  

all hymns are printed herein. 
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From the Vicar 

Stanley Hauerwas, academic and theologian states: “As a way to challenge……, I 
start my classes by telling my students that I do not teach in a manner that is 
meant to help them make up their own minds. Instead, I tell them that I do not 
believe they have minds worth making up until they have been trained by me. I 
realize such a statement is deeply offensive to students since it exhibits a 
complete lack of pedagogic sensitivities. Yet I cannot imagine any teacher who is 
serious who would allow students to make up their own minds.” 
 

What a challenge in an age where everyone has an opinion and every opinion is 
deemed to be equal. We often hear people say,” Well that might be the case, but 
this is what I think!” “This is my opinion”. Usually in opposition to documented 
facts, experience and understanding.  
 

Many of the arguments we hear against Covid 19 protocols, climate change, 
marriage equality, euthanasia and indigenous rights are based on individuals’ 
personal biases and long held unquestioned traditions. They are personal 
opinions only and most should remain as such and not see the light of day. 
 

What Hauerwas points to is that if you start with the wrong premise, it doesn’t 
matter what education you may have, you will end up at the wrong place. It is 
inevitable. 
 
Where you begin influences where you end, unless along the way you mature in 
such a way you change the way you think. 
 
In terms of our relationships particularly our relationship with the planet, where 
we end does depend on where we begin. If we begin with the idea that planet 
was given to man (humankind) to subjugate then where end can only be 
disastrous. If we begin with idea that humankind has been given this gift to 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Diocese of Gippsland; Firbank Grammar School; All Saints' Kooyong; 
St John's Bentleigh; Christ Church Berwick; St Michael’s Carlton North; 
Red Door Church, Parish of Caroline Springs. 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson, Ron Pritchard. 
 

Departed 
George Ellis. 

continued next page 
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 Diary for the week  

St Oswald’s Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/
stoswaldchurchgleniris 

go to Videos on left side of screen 
You Tube—St. Oswald’s Glen Iris 

Wednesday 30 September 
No Service—10 am Service is being live 

streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 
Sunday 4 October 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
No Services—10 am Service is being live 
streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 

Readings 4 October 

Exodus 20: 1—4, 7—9, 17—20 
Psalm 19 

Philippians 3: 4b—14 
Mastthew 21: 33—46 

Having sent ten plagues to the people of 
Egypt, God tests the Israelites ten times 

as they travel through the wilderness of the 
Sinai Peninsula to see if they will remain 
faithful. This time water has run out. The 
Israelites are seriously peeved with Moses’ 
leadership – the Hebrew word translated as ‘quarrelled’ really means ‘took legal action 
against’. Moses shrugs it all off, seeing it as the people complaining against God, rather 
than against him. So God tells Moses to take his staff and strike it against the rock at 
Horeb. The people’s need is answered by their ever-providing God as water gushes out of 
the rock. 

 Pray that as we wander through times of spiritual desolation we will be alert to God 
giving us spiritual water from which to drink. 

 Give thanks for the work and witness of the Primate of the Anglican Church of 
Australia, the Most Rev Geoff Smith, and for the General Secretary of the General 
Synod, Anne Hywood, and the staff in the General Synod Office. 

Text: Robert McLean:  © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 

Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Vacant 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Helen Rehn 9885 7477 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1054 
Hall Hire                   )    0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
     Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  

nurture and care for, as a gardener cares for their garden, then we will end in a 
very different place. 
 

It is time to change our society’s position from the former to the latter before time 
runs out. 

Glenn 
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An Australian Eucharist 

 
Season of Creation 2 & 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Toward Heaven & Earth” – © Glenn Loughrey 
 

Service Prepared by Rev. Glenn Loughrey 2020 
St Oswald’s Anglican Church Glen Iris 
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 Processional Hymn:TiS 569 
 

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand; 
bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore, 
feed me now and evermore. 
 
Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the living waters flow; 
let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 
 
When I tread the verge of Jordan 
bid my anxious fear subside; 
deal of death, and hell’s destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan’s side: 
songs of praises, songs of praises 
I will ever give to thee, 
I will ever give to thee. 

 
William Williams 1711-91 

tr Peter Williams 1722- 96 and William Williams alt. 
Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 

 

Acknowledgement of Country: 
 
Acclamation:  
Blessed be God, the Great Creator Being. 

Blessed be God, the Breath of All, the Wisdom behind the Dreaming 
and the Way of Reconciliation and Healing. 

 
Call to Worship:   

The world around us is full of beauty 
 We praise your name O God. 
For the gift of life on earth 
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  We praise your name O God. 
Open our eyes to see your artistry 
 Your image in all that you have made. 
Where our praise is short or silent 
 All creation sings out with joy. 
Here we join creation’s song 
 We praise your name O God 

 
Let us pray. 

Creator God,  
You who know our secrets and walk in our hearts: 
Remove the rubbish and the unseen 
By the wisdom of your Dreaming 
So we can live on country in kinship with you 
And make you known to all, 
Through Christ our elder. Amen 

 
Collect 

Creator God, 
you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea 
and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for your gracious providing 
may we cherish and respect 
this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord.   Amen. 
 

 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus  [Exodus 17: 1—7] 
 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites 
journeyed by stages, as the Lord commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarrelled with 
Moses, and said, ‘Give us water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do you 
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord ?’ 3 But the people thirsted there 
for water; and the people complained against Moses and said, ‘Why did you 
bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?’ 4 So 
Moses cried out to the Lord , ‘What shall I do with this people? They are 
almost ready to stone me.’ 5 The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the 
people, and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the 
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 staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front 
of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and water will come out of it, so 
that the people may drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites 
quarrelled and tested the Lord , saying, ‘Is the Lord among us or not?’  
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 78 

Cantor: 
= Hear my teaching, O my people; 
incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth in a parable, 
I will pour forth mysteries from of old, 
3 such as we have heard and known, 
which our forebears have told us.     R 
 
4 We will not hide from their children, 
but will recount to generations to come, 
the praises of the Lord and his power 
and the wonderful works he has done. 
5 He laid a solemn charge on Jacob 
and made it a law in Israel, 
which he commanded them to teach to their children.  R 

 

6 That the generations to come might know; 
and the children yet unborn, 
that they in turn might tell it to their children; 
7 So that they might put their trust in God  
and not forget the deeds of God, 
but keep his commandments.      R 
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A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans  [Philippians 2: 1—13] 
 
1 If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 
2 make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. 
3 Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
better than yourselves. 
4 Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
6 who, though he was in the form of God, 
     did not regard equality with God 
     as something to be exploited, 
7 but emptied himself, 
     taking the form of a slave, 
     being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
8 he humbled himself 
     and became obedient to the point of death— 
     even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him 
     and gave him the name 
     that is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus 
     every knee should bend, 
     in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue should confess 
     that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
     to the glory of God the Father. 
12 Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my 
presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling; 
13 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for 
his good pleasure.  
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
  Thanks be to God. 
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 Please stand  
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: I call you friends, says the Lord, because I have made 

known to you everything I have learnt from my Father. 
 
The Gospel:      [Matthew 21: 23—32] 
  
23 When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing 
these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 24 Jesus said to them, ‘I will also 
ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25 Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or 
was it of human origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From 
heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did you not believe him?” 26 But if we say, 
“Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 
prophet.’ 27 So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, 
‘Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 28 ‘What do 
you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and 
work in the vineyard today.” 29 He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed 
his mind and went. 30 The father went to the second and said the same; and he 
answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. 31 Which of the two did the will of his 
father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of 
you. 32 For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not 
believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even 
after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.  

 
  For the Gospel of the Lord 
   Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Please sit 
 
Sermon 
 
Please stand 
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 Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us together affirm the hope we share. 

 
We believe in God the Creator, 
who reminds us, in the drawing of the every new day,  
that new life is possible. 
We believe in the wonder and grandeur of a universe 
where the whole of life is called to live 
in harmony of care. 

 
THIS WE BELIEVE 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who prayed in mountains of peace, 
and brought us the Word 
in mustard seeds of faith and fig trees of blessing, 
whose footsteps touched the earth in love 
and who invites us to follow. 

 
THIS WE BELIEVE 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
whose wisdom often lies 
embedded in ancient peoples. 
They trod lightly across deserts and  
lived gently among plants and creatures. 
They reached respectfully for the mystery, 
which is God-with-us, 
the One who never leaves us nor forsakes us. 
 

THIS WE BELIEVE 
 
We believe in the everlasting hope, 
the great calling of the people of God, the church, 
for the transforming of all things, 
which is possible in God. 

 
THIS WE BELIEVE.  AMEN 
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 Prayers of the People 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 
Prayer Responses 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 
Prayers of the People: 
 
Let us pray for the world and the church 
 
Silence 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
 

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your kindness receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession 
 

For our unwillingness to feel the suffering of others  
and our readiness to live comfortably with injustice. 
 Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our self-righteousness that denies guilt, 
and our self-interest that strangles compassion. 
 Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our abuse of this planet 
and our exploitation of its resources. 

Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our failings in community 
and our reticence to become involved. 

Forgive us, O God. 
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 For the times we were too eager to be better than others, 
when we were too rushed to care, 
when we were too tired to bother, 
when we were too preoccupied to listen, 
when we were too quick to act out of motives other than love. 

Forgive us, O God. 
 
May God forgive us, Christ renew us, 
and the Spirit enable us to grow in love.  Amen. 

 
Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness. 
 
Please stand 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
  His Spirit is with us. 

 
The peace of the God be always with you.  
  And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn 650 
 

Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 
 
We are pilgrims on a journey 
and companions on the road: 
we are here to help each other 
walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ-light for you 
in the night-time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
speak the peace you long to hear. 
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 I will weep when you are weeping; 
when you laugh I’ll laugh with you; 
I will share your joy and sorrow 
till we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God in heaven 
we shall find such harmony, 
born of all we’ve known together 
of Christ’s love and agony. 
 
Brother, sister, let me serve you, 
let me be as Christ to you; 
pray that I may have the grace to 
let you be my servant too. 

Richard Gillard 1953 –  
Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 

 
 
 

Offertory Prayer 
 

Generous God of Holy Dreaming. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts of bread and wine to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your benefit  
and for the fulfilment of your purposes. 
Wonderful be God for ever. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
God, you are with us.  
 We are never alone. 
 
Our lives are open.  

 We know you are here.  
 
And recognise you in all creation and in each other 

 For this we are thankful. 
 
God of Holy Dreaming, 
Thank you for this country we share,  
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 For the joy of being here today 
and the possibilities of sharing in its wonders  
with each other and our kin of all species; 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
We recognise your patience 
Remaining ready to welcome us back 
after we missed the opportunity  
to care for our kin; 
 
We welcome your gift of Jesus,  
your child, our elder, our Lord 
Who lived for you and walked gently on country, 
 so we too may live here in harmony. 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
Knowing blood does not cleanse us, 
for there has been too much blood spilt on this land 
We recognise his obedience to your tradition and language, 
Which lead him to be unjustly crucified, 
Opens the way for us to remain faithful to 
Your way, the ways of our ancestors, your prophets and 
Calls us to reconciliation with creation. 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
We dance each day 
In celebration of his return from the world of the dead 
to you and to us ; 
celebrating in the new growth of hope and possibility  
  in relationship with people of all ages,cultures and origins  
in those who were here first and those who came later, 
in the grass and trees, 
the eagle and the trout cod 
goanna eggs and kangaroo pouches. 
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And so, with people of every nation, tribe and language, and with the whole 
Church throughout the ages, we bring ourselves: all that we are, and all that we 
are not, joyfully giving thanks and singing:  
 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest.] 

 
Glory to the God of Holy Dreaming, we honor you in whom our lives are 
founded, and in whom our future together lie. We remember and honor our 
ancestors and kin of all species searching that rejoiced in your presence in life, 
and your meaning for all of life.  
 
Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, Elder and Lord, whose life and death and 
resurrection shows us your complete essence and the possibilities for us and 
our kin in all of nature.  
 
We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always done, 
gathered his mob for a common meal. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread and gave some to each one, saying: “Take, eat: This is my body, 
my country, given for you and for all creation, take, eat and be restored.”  
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my life given for you and for all 
creation, drink joyfully and be renewed.”  
 
In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ’s spirit renews our lives.  

   
God of Holy Dreaming; may our hearts and minds be alive to what is sacred in 
these symbols of bread and wine, elements of creation embedded with the 
Divine. May they open us to your guidance and to your love for us, for all 
humankind, and for all life on this earth. This is our hope and shared desire, the 
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 expression of our love and trust in each other and in Jesus, our Christ, our elder 
and Lord. 
 
  And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray:  
 
The Lord’s Prayer – for two voices 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven… 
Hallowed be Your name… 
Your kingdom come… 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven… 
Give us this day our daily bread… 
Forgive us our trespasses… 
As we forgive those who trespass against us... 
Lead us not into temptation… 
And deliver us from evil… 
For Yours is the Kingdom… 
The Power and the Glory… 
For ever and ever… 
Amen. 

 
You are also at home in the air, the 
soil, the forests and the oceans, 
by the care we take of your creation, 
all that you see is good, 
Your will to till and care, 
that all may have sufficient to live life in fullness, 
our greed, our exploitation,  
our lack of concern for other species and for future generations, 
by reconciliation with justice and peace, 
the temptation to equate dominion with exploitation, 
the evil of destroying your gift of creation, 
 
Yours Lord, not ours, 
in the cross and the resurrection, 
And so be it. 
 

 
Christ has died and lives for all. (Breaks the bread) 
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 These are God’s gifts; take Jesus our Christ,  
 Elder and Lord, into your hearts.  

 
This bread: the body of Christ.  
This wine: the life of Christ.  

 
(Offers communion to all) 
 

Here is the place heaven and earth meet;  
here is the “everywhere, when” of our dreaming. 

   
Communion of the People  
 
Post Communion Thanksgiving  
 

God of Holy Dreaming, we thank you for this simple community meal 
where share together on this day of mixed emotions; a meal that brings 
the spirit and reality of Christ into our hearts, and brings us closer to 
you and closer to each other.  

 
May our lives be lit up by your love,  
and may your love light up others through us.  Amen.  

   
Final Hymn TIS 606 
 

Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth incarnate 
hallows all our human race, 
Christ our Head, who throned in glory 
for your own will ever plead, 
fill us with your love and pity, 
heal our wrongs, and help our need. 
 
As you, Lord, have lived for others 
so may we for others live; 
freely have your gifts been granted, 
freely may your servants give: 
yours the gold and yours the silver, 
yours the wealth of sea and land, 
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 we but stewards of your bounty 
held in trust as from your hand. 
 
Come, O Christ and reign among us 
King of love and Prince of peace; 
hush the storm of strife and passion, 
bit its cruel discords cease; 
by your patient years of toiling, 
by you silent hours of pain, 
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 
shame our selfish greed of gain. 
 
Son of God, eternal Saviour, 
source of life and truth and grace, 
Son of Man, whose birth incarnate 
hallows all our human race,  
in your love you prayed the Father 
that your people should be one: 
grant, O Christ, our hope’s fruition, 
here on earth your will be done. 

Somerset Corry Lowry 
1855-1932  alt. 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 

 

 
The Blessing  
 
May God the Father, who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the 
air, provide us with all we need for life in its fullness.  Amen. 
 
May God the Son, who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine, 
feed us with his life and transform us in his love.   Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters of creation 
and formed the world from chaos, form us in the likeness of Christ and renew 
the face of the earth.      Amen. 
 
in the name of the God of Holy Dreaming, and of Jesus Christ our elder and of 
the Creator Spirit.       Amen.  
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 Dismissal  
 
Go, walk gently on country to love and serve our God 
 In the name of Christ.  Amen 
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Elements of this service have been sourced from “A Prayer Book for Australia”, Holy Communion 

Second Order, Leeds Diocese & from resources freely available on the web. 

 

© Broughton Publishing 1995 

 


