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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please 

make yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may 
introduce you to other members of the congregation. 

Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

13 September, 2020 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting Together in Song 756 
and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn    TiS  384 
 

Holy Communion   Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Exodus 13: 19—31 
   Psalm 114 
   Romans 14: 1—14 
   Matthew 18: 21—35 

After the Sermon   P. 124 

Offertory Hymn     TiS 686 

After the Collection   P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 138 

Final Hymn    TiS 635 

The Service begins on page 4 of this booklet and  
all hymns are printed herein. 
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Pastoral Letter for 13 Sept 2020 

Dear Friends, 

As we seen the number of new cases of COVID‐19 continue to come down, we are all 
very hopeful that we will see the gradual lifting of restrictions on all our activities, 
but in a manner which avoids a third wave.   

In the meantime, people at St. Oswald’s have continued to do a great job in support 
of each other through Glenn’s wonderful services, and with messages, phone calls 
and virtual “morning teas” to keep us connected. 

Last Sunday, we had a great start to our Season of Creation through September with 
an inspiring guest speaker in Jacqui Remond from Sydney. She reminded us that the 
call to “Love Thy Neighbour” means celebrating and caring for all and every part of 
our planet, and that everything in this world is interconnected. Jacqui had some 
great ideas of things we can consider for a sustainable future in our new strategic 
plan for St. Oswald’s. 

This week we have another presentation at the 11.30am morning tea entitled 
“Protecting the Commons”. It will be given by Shannon and Avita, two of the 
founders of the group Regenerative Roots (https://www.regenerative‐roots.com/). 
They will share their vision for the planet and the environment based around their 
approach to “A Cultural, Spiritual and Physical Revival of Mother Earth”.  

Details of this event, which is free at all within and outside St. Oswald’s, are on our 
website, but can also be found through Trybooking via the link below.Feel free to 
share the Trybooking link with friends, families and all who might be interested. 
Book for Regenerative Roots Sunday 13 Sept     www.trybooking.com/BLDEP 

We look forward to another enthusiastic attendance as we had last week, with lots 
of interesting questions. 

Love and blessings to all. 
Peter Johnson 
Vicar’s Warden 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Pray for the Anglican Church of South America; Theological Colleges, Church 
Schools & Church Kindergartens; Camberwell Girls' Grammar School ;  
Holy Trinity Hastings; St Eanswythe’s Altona and St Clement’s Altona Meadows; 
St Aidan’s Parkdale; St Augustine’s Moreland. 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson, Ron Pritchard. 
 

Departed 
Phillip Maddocks, Harold Preece, Eric Burgess, Ada Adams,  Gladys Dimmit 
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Diary for the week  

 

St Oswald’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/

stoswaldchurchgleniris 
go to Videos on left side of screen 
You Tube—St. Oswald’s Glen Iris 

 
Wednesday 16 September 
No Service—10 am Service is being live 

streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 
 
Sunday 20 September 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
No Services—10 am Service is being live 
streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 
 

Readings 20 September 
Exodus  16: 2—15 

Psalm 105: 1—6, 36—45 
Philippians 1: 21—30 
Matthew 20: 1—16 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday 9am‐1pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Vacant 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Helen Rehn 9885 7477 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1054 
Hall Hire                   )    0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
     Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  

We read of the Exodus – the way out of the Hebrew people through the Red Sea.  We 
cannot really know what happened that day (indeed there is scant archaeological 
evidence that Egypt was home to the Hebrews). But that is of little consequence to 

the meaning of the text: the writer(s) of this story want us to know of God’s final victory in a 
dire situation. The Israelites’ liberation from Egypt is described in terms of a birth – through a 
path, out of water. The theme strongly influenced later biblical tradition for both the Hebrew 
people as well as for Christians. 

• Pray that we might see where God is leading us, so that we might cast off our 
shackles and walk towards freedom. 

• Give thanks for the Anglican Communion Office, and for all the work they do on 
behalf of Anglicans worldwide. 

Text: Robert McLean: © Anglican Board of Mission, 2020 

TMA is available  
at the front of the church. 
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An Australian Eucharist 

 
Season of Creation 2 & 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

“Toward Heaven & Earth” – © Glenn Loughrey 
 

Service Prepared by Rev. Glenn Loughrey 2020 
St Oswald’s Anglican Church Glen Iris 

Processional Hymn:TiS 384 
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Through the Red Sea brought at last, alleluia 
Egypt’s chains behind we cast, alleluia, 
deep and wide 
flows the tide 
severing us from bondage past, alleluia. 
 
Like the cloud that over head, alleluia, 
through the billows Israel lead, alleluia, 
by his tomb 
Christ makes room, 
souls restoring from the dead, alleluia. 
 
In that cloud and in that sea, alleluia, 
buried and baptized were we, alleluia, 
early night 
brought us light 
shall be ours eternally, alleluia. 
 
Then, deceitful world adieu, alleluia, 
Egypt’s land in distant view, alleluia, 
Christ our love 
draws above, 
dead with him, and risen anew, alleluia! 

Ronald Arbuthnott Knox 
1888 –1957 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 
 
 
Acknowledgement of Country: 
 
Acclamation:  
Blessed be God, the Great Creator Being. 

Blessed be God, the Breath of All, the Wisdom behind the Dreaming 
and the Way of Reconciliation and Healing. 

 
Call to Worship:   

The world around us is full of beauty 
 We praise your name O God. 
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For the gift of life on earth 
 We praise your name O God. 
Open our eyes to see your artistry 
 Your image in all that you have made. 
Where our praise is short or silent 
 All creation sings out with joy. 
Here we join creation’s song 
 We praise your name O God 

 
Let us pray. 

Creator God,  
You who know our secrets and walk in our hearts: 
Remove the rubbish and the unseen 
By the wisdom of your Dreaming 
So we can live on country in kinship with you 
And make you known to all, 
Through Christ our elder. Amen 

 
Collect 

Creator God, 
you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea 
and the rhythm of the seasons; 
as we thank you for your gracious providing 
may we cherish and respect 
this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord.   Amen. 

 
A Reading from the Book of Exodus  Exodus 14: 19—31 
 
19 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went 
behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its 
place behind them. 20 It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one 
did not come near the other all night. 21 Then Moses stretched out his hand 
over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 
turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 22 The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all 
of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. 24 At the morning watch the 
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Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and 
threw the Egyptian army into panic. 25 He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, 
for the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, 
‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ 27 So Moses stretched out 
his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the 
Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 28 The 
waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire 
army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them 
remained. 29 But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 30 Thus the 
Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians 
dead on the seashore. 31 Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the 
Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his 
servant Moses.  
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
  Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 114 

1 When Israel came out of Egypt, 
the house of Jacob from a people of a strange tongue, 
2 Judah became his sanctuary, 
Israel his dominion.       R 
 
3 The sea saw that, and fled; 
Jordan was driven back. 
4 The mountains skipped like rams, 
the little hills like young sheep.      R 
 
5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? 
O Jordan, that you were driven back?      
6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams, 
you little hills like young sheep?     R 
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7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 
8 Who turns the hard rock into a pool of water, 
the flint‐stone into a springing well.     R 
 
 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans  Romans 14: 1—14 
 
1 Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarrelling 
over opinions. 
2 Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 
3 Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain 
must not pass judgement on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 
4 Who are you to pass judgement on servants of another? It is before their own 
lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make 
them stand. 
5 Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to 
be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 
6 Those who observe the day, observe it in honour of the Lord. Also those who 
eat, eat in honour of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honour of the Lord and give thanks to God. 
7 We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 
8 If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, 
whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 
9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both 
the dead and the living. 
10 Why do you pass judgement on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgement seat 
of God. 
11 For it is written, 
‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
     and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ 
12 So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 
13 Let us therefore no longer pass judgement on one another, but resolve 
instead never to put a stumbling‐block or hindrance in the way of another. 
14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; 
but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.  
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
  Thanks be to God. 



9 

 

Please stand  
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation: Open our hearts, O Lord,  
 to listen to the words of your Son 
 
The Gospel:      Matthew 18: 21 –35  
  
21 Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another member of the church sins 
against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ 22 Jesus said 
to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy‐seven times. 23 ‘For this reason 
the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his slaves. 24 When he began the reckoning, one who owed him 
ten thousand talents was brought to him; 25 and, as he could not pay, his lord 
ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. 26 So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, “Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” 27 And out 
of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the 
debt. 28 But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow‐slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay 
what you owe.” 29 Then his fellow‐slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.” 30 But he refused; then he went and 
threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow‐slaves 
saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and 
reported to their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then his lord summoned him 
and said to him, “You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. 33 Should you not have had mercy on your fellow‐slave, as I 
had mercy on you?” 34 And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured 
until he should pay his entire debt. 35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.’  
 
  For the Gospel of the Lord 
   Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 
 
Please sit 
 
Sermon 
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Please stand 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us together affirm the hope we share. 

 
We believe in God the Creator, 
who reminds us, in the drawing of the every new day,  
that new life is possible. 
We believe in the wonder and grandeur of a universe 
where the whole of life is called to live 
in harmony of care. 

 
THIS WE BELIEVE 

 
We believe in Jesus Christ, 
who prayed in mountains of peace, 
and brought us the Word 
in mustard seeds of faith and fig trees of blessing, 
whose footsteps touched the earth in love 
and who invites us to follow. 

 
THIS WE BELIEVE 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
whose wisdom often lies 
embedded in ancient peoples. 
They trod lightly across deserts and  
lived gently among plants and creatures. 
They reached respectfully for the mystery, 
which is God‐with‐us, 
the One who never leaves us nor forsakes us. 
 

THIS WE BELIEVE 
 
We believe in the everlasting hope, 
the great calling of the people of God, the church, 
for the transforming of all things, 
which is possible in God. 
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THIS WE BELIEVE.  AMEN 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 
Prayer Responses 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
 Hear our prayer. 

 
Prayers of the People: 
 
Let us pray for the world and the church 
 
Silence 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
 

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your kindness receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord. Amen. 

 
Confession 
 

For our unwillingness to feel the suffering of others  
and our readiness to live comfortably with injustice. 
 Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our self‐righteousness that denies guilt, 
and our self‐interest that strangles compassion. 
 Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our abuse of this planet 
and our exploitation of its resources. 

Forgive us, O God. 
 
For our failings in community 
and our reticence to become involved. 

Forgive us, O God. 
 



12 

 

For the times we were too eager to be better than others, 
when we were too rushed to care, 
when we were too tired to bother, 
when we were too preoccupied to listen, 
when we were too quick to act out of motives other than love. 

Forgive us, O God. 
 
May God forgive us, Christ renew us, 
and the Spirit enable us to grow in love.  Amen. 

 
Pietermaritzburg Agency for Christian Social Awareness. 
 
Please stand 
 
The Greeting of Peace 
 

We are the body of Christ. 
  His Spirit is with us. 

 
The peace of the God be always with you.  
  And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn 686 
 

Lord Jesus, we belong to you, 
you live in us, we live in you; 
we live and work for you –  
because we bear your name. 
 
Help us receive each other, Lord, 
for you receive the least of us 
and come to us in them – 
because we bear your name. 
 
Bless those who give us any gift 
because they know that we are yours: 
reward them with your grace – 
because we bear your name. 
 
Let us acknowledge those as friends 
who use your name to right a wrong, 
but have not joined us yet – 
because we bear your name. 
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Let nothing that we do or say 
offend the weak so that they fall 
and lose their faith in you – 
because we bear your name. 
 
Keep us from missing out on life; 
give hands that help, and single sight, 
and feet that walk your way – 
because we bear your name. 
 
You are the salt that cleanses us, 
so clean us out, and make us fit 
to common life with you – 
because we bear your name. 

John Silfred Kleinig 
1942 ‐ 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 
 
Offertory Prayer 
 

Generous God of Holy Dreaming. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts of bread and wine to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your benefit  
and for the fulfilment of your purposes. 
Wonderful be God for ever. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
God, you are with us.  
 We are never alone. 
 
Our lives are open.  

 We know you are here.  
 
And recognise you in all creation and in each other 

 For this we are thankful. 
 
God of Holy Dreaming, 
Thank you for this country we share,  
For the joy of being here today 
and the possibilities of sharing in its wonders  
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with each other and our kin of all species; 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
We recognise your patience 
Remaining ready to welcome us back 
after we missed the opportunity  
to care for our kin; 
 
We welcome your gift of Jesus,  
your child, our elder, our Lord 
Who lived for you and walked gently on country, 
 so we too may live here in harmony. 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
Knowing blood does not cleanse us, 
for there has been too much blood spilt on this land 
We recognise his obedience to your tradition and language, 
Which lead him to be unjustly crucified, 
Opens the way for us to remain faithful to 
Your way, the ways of our ancestors, your prophets and 
Calls us to reconciliation with creation. 
 

 For this 
 We thank you. 

 
We dance each day 
In celebration of his return from the world of the dead 
to you and to us ; 
celebrating in the new growth of hope and possibility  
  in relationship with people of all ages,cultures and origins  
in those who were here first and those who came later, 
in the grass and trees, 
the eagle and the trout cod 
goanna eggs and kangaroo pouches. 
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And so, with people of every nation, tribe and language, and with the whole 
Church throughout the ages, we bring ourselves: all that we are, and all that we 
are not, joyfully giving thanks and singing:  
 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
[Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest.] 

 
Glory to the God of Holy Dreaming, we honor you in whom our lives are 
founded, and in whom our future together lie. We remember and honor our 
ancestors and kin of all species searching that rejoiced in your presence in life, 
and your meaning for all of life.  
 
Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, Elder and Lord, whose life and death and 
resurrection shows us your complete essence and the possibilities for us and 
our kin in all of nature.  
 
We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always done, 
gathered his mob for a common meal. He took bread, gave thanks to you, 
broke the bread and gave some to each one, saying: “Take, eat: This is my body, 
my country, given for you and for all creation, take, eat and be restored.”  
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he gave it 
to them and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my life given for you and for all 
creation, drink joyfully and be renewed.”  
 
In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 

Christ has died.  
Christ is risen.  
Christ’s spirit renews our lives.  

   
God of Holy Dreaming; may our hearts and minds be alive to what is sacred in 
these symbols of bread and wine, elements of creation embedded with the 
Divine. May they open us to your guidance and to your love for us, for all 
humankind, and for all life on this earth. This is our hope and shared desire, the 
expression of our love and trust in each other and in Jesus, our Christ, our elder 
and Lord. 



16 

 

 
  And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray:  
 
The Lord’s Prayer – for two voices 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven… 
Hallowed be Your name… 
Your kingdom come… 
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven… 
Give us this day our daily bread… 
Forgive us our trespasses… 
As we forgive those who trespass against us... 
Lead us not into temptation… 
And deliver us from evil… 
For Yours is the Kingdom… 
The Power and the Glory… 
For ever and ever… 
Amen. 

 
You are also at home in the air, the 
soil, the forests and the oceans, 
by the care we take of your creation, 
all that you see is good, 
Your will to till and care, 
that all may have sufficient to live life in fullness, 
our greed, our exploitation,  
our lack of concern for other species and for future generations, 
by reconciliation with justice and peace, 
the temptation to equate dominion with exploitation, 
the evil of destroying your gift of creation, 
 
Yours Lord, not ours, 
in the cross and the resurrection, 
And so be it. 

 
Christ has died and lives for all. (Breaks the bread) 

 
These are God’s gifts; take Jesus our Christ,  
 Elder and Lord, into your hearts.  
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This bread: the body of Christ.  
This wine: the life of Christ.  

 
(Offers communion to all) 
 

Here is the place heaven and earth meet;  
here is the “everywhere, when” of our dreaming. 

   
Communion of the People  
 
Post Communion Thanksgiving  
 

God of Holy Dreaming, we thank you for this simple community meal 
where share together on this day of mixed emotions; a meal that brings 
the spirit and reality of Christ into our hearts, and brings us closer to 
you and closer to each other.  

 
May our lives be lit up by your love,  
and may your love light up others through us.  Amen.  

   
 
Final Hymn TIS 635 
 

‘Forgive our sins as we forgive’ 
you taught us, Lord, to pray. 
but you alone can grant us grace 
to live the words we say. 
 
How can your pardon reach and bless 
the unforgiving heart 
that broods on wrongs and will not let 
old bitterness depart? 
 
In blazing light your cross reveals 
the truth we dimly knew, 
what trivial debts are owed to us, 
how great our debt to you. 
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Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 
and bid resentment cease: 
then, bound to all in bonds of love, 
our lives will spread your peace. 

Rosamond Eleanor Herklots 
1905 ‐ 37 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 
 
 
The Blessing  
 
May God the Father, who clothes the lilies of the field and feeds the birds of the 
air, provide us with all we need for life in its fullness.  Amen. 
 
May God the Son, who fed the five thousand and turned water into wine, 
feed us with his life and transform us in his love.   Amen. 
 
May God the Holy Spirit, who hovered over the waters of creation 
and formed the world from chaos, form us in the likeness of Christ and renew 
the face of the earth.      Amen. 
 
in the name of the God of Holy Dreaming, and of Jesus Christ our elder and of 
the Creator Spirit.       Amen.  
   
Dismissal  
 
Go, walk gently on country to love and serve our God 
 In the name of Christ.  Amen 
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Elements of this service have been sourced from “A Prayer Book for Australia”, Holy Communion 
Second Order, Leeds Diocese & from resources freely available on the web. 

 
© Broughton Publishing 1995 

 


