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A welcoming Church, committed to living and sharing life in its fullness. 

Wow, it’s almost Christmas! How did that happen? 

I don’t know about you but this year has flown by and I am 
scrambling to get ready for the Christmas season. I can 
understand other people being like this, but you would think a 
priest would be ready for this special time! 

St Oswald’s is readying itself for this festive season and invites 
you to take time out of your busy schedule to join us as we 
celebrate the Christmas tradition. One of the special events each 
year is the Children’s Christmas Service held at 4 pm on 
Christmas eve. Franciscus Henri takes the children on a wonderful 
journey through the Christmas story aided and abetted by a 
coterie of children dressed up as the various players in the story.  
Always lots of Marys! A full list of services is on the back page. 

Another event for children is the ‘Back To School’ service at 10am 
on Sunday 5th February. This is a fun filled service celebrating 
children of all ages (and teachers!) who are beginning or returning 
to school. Stick this in your diaries now. 

As you may have noticed if you have driven down, or up, High 
Street, our Wominjeka Garden is underway and it is hoped to have 
this completed to planting stage by the end of this year. This quiet 
reflective space will be available to everyone to visit, take time out 
and to help plant and care for. This will be open daily and I invite 
you to join us in ensuring this exciting new adventure adds to the 
life of our local community. 

You will also notice a number of groups and activities currently 
offered at St Oswald’s. St Oswald’s is a welcoming and inclusive 
parish and you are invited to join one or more of these activities.  
You will be warmly welcomed by all.  A full list of activities and 
groups can be found inside this newsletter. 

Getting back to Christmas, perhaps this can be a time when you 
are able to make space for you and your family to contemplate 
and reflect on what it all means. It doesn’t have to be a big thing, 
just a few moments of quiet reflection on the story, exploring the 
ways it speaks into our lives.  

The Christmas story as told is not unlike ours. In the midst of 
busyness and chaos a small family has to make room for another 
in the most unlikely of places. And isn’t this the message we need 
to hear? Life happens in ways we least expect, in places we didn’t 
think we would be and with people we never thought we would be 
with. But it does and our lives are different. 

The truth of Christmas is to remember each other with respect, 
justice and love in the midst of what ever our ordinary lives bring 
us. That’s the Good News for all. 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 
Find the words below in the  

Simpson Characters Word Maze 

Cletus 

Krusty 

Smithers 

Willie 

Carl  

Sideshow 
Bob 

Bart 

Lenny  

Moe  

Mr.Burns 

Homer 

Patty 

Otto 

Apu 

Ralph 

Barney 

Marge 

Ned 

Lisa 

The Wominjeka Garden under construction The Wominjeka Garden under construction 



Sunday Services 
8 am Eucharist:  10 am Sung Eucharist, 

Wednesday Services 
10 am Eucharist in the Chapel 

5th Sundays of the month 
1 service at 9.30 am 

 
Silent Retreats 

An opportunity for silence and stillness,  
for meditative reading 
from 9.30 am to 3 pm 

Held on every 6th Saturday 
 

Shush Church 
5—6 pm in the church 

on 2nd Sunday of the month 
Just sit in silence — and be. 

 
Open Door 

Tuesday Cuppa and Chat.  
Held fortnightly—1.30—3 pm 

during school terms 

MOTHER’S UNION – MU 
Mother’s Union has an active programme of events, 
including speakers and discussions. You are most 
welcome to attend meetings.  We meet on the first 
Monday of the month at the church at 10.30 a.m. 
Contact:   Cheryl Adams  9885 1054 
                 Jill O’Shea       9885 4864 
  

CARITAS 
Friendship in Action 

A thriving women’s group which meets on the fourth 
Monday of the month at 8 p.m. in a member’s home 
in the Glen Iris area, usually with an interesting 
speaker, followed by supper and chat. 
Contact:   Helen Rehn   9885 7477 
                 Beth Wilson 9889 3064 
  

MEN OF GLENBURTON 
A men’s (18 plus) group of members of various 
denominations and beliefs. Meetings are on the 
evening of the fourth Monday of the month, with 
discussions, skill sharing and interesting speakers. 
Contact:   Dick Adams      9885 1054 
                 Peter Johnson  9807 7647 
  

RAVIN’ RAMBLERS 
A walking group based at St. Oswald’s with walkers 
from various backgrounds. A fun, healthy way to 
share companionship and visit interesting areas in 
and around Melbourne. Meets monthly on Saturdays. 
Contact:   Peter Johnson  9807 7647 
FULL DETAILS OF VENUES AND SPEAKERS 
FOR ALL ACTIVITIES CAN BE FOUND ON ST. 

OSWALD’S WEBSITE. 

Social Justice Group 
 
You are invited to attend the next Social Justice 
Expression of Faith Interest Group at St. Oswald’s 
Anglican Church on Sunday 11th December at 3.0 pm   
 
This initiative aims to explore social justice issues and 
find ways to act to affirm our faith.. At this meeting we 
will particularly explore our indigenous action plans for 
the next 12 months. 
 

Contemplative Practice Group - Silent Retreat 
 

The desire for a deeper personal spirituality and 
relationship to God has resulted in the pursuit of 
different contemplative practices from various faith 
traditions. This group explores the rich Christian 
tradition of contemplative practices such 
a meditation, lectio divina and centering prayer. The 
next event of this  group is the Silent Retreat on 
Saturday 3rd December 9.30 am to 3.30  pm in the 
church. All welcome. Phone Keith Wray 0413068121 
for more information. 
  

Progressive Christianity Group 
 

Recent scholarship from Christian theologians, 
historians and mystics over the past few decades has 
created the opportunity to rethink our faith and make it 
relevant to life in the twenty-first century. This group 
will be meeting monthly through 2017  to discuss Greg 
Jenks' book The Once and Future Bible. The next to 
discuss Chapter 3 of the book is to be held at 3.30 pm 
on Sunday 12th February, 2017. All welcome - no need 
to have read the book. For more information phone 
Keith Wray 0413 068 121. 

"Dancers on High" is an  
all abilities dance school  
that offers classes in  
Tap, Jazz/Hip-Hop,  
and Contemporary  
dance to students of  
all ages.   

Operating out of  
St Oswald's Anglican  
Church hall in Glen Iris,  
the school also offers  
seated dance for  
over 50s and kinder  
ballet classes.   

Classes are held on  
Tuesday and Friday  
evenings and Saturday  
mornings and  
wheelchairs are welcome. 

Jacqui Swallow has been dancing for twenty years, and 
teaching for over ten years, including extensive special 
education experience.   

For all enquiries, please contact Jacqui on 0417552975. 



 
Priest’s new exhibition explores heritage and identity. 

 
Art in the Colour Personal, an exhibition of new work by the  
Revd Glenn Loughrey (pictured left), explores the Melbourne 
priest’s journey into his Indigenous heritage. 
 
Rev. Loughrey, who is Vicar at St Oswald’s Glen Iris, said that each 
piece in the exhibition “expresses something of the artist as a 
Wiradjuri man, an Indigenous man and a spiritual man. Each piece 
captures the connection to land, country and tradition whilst 
allowing the personal expression of belonging to be foremost.” 
 
Some of the works are landscapes from his recent trip to the 
Northern Territory. 
 
Turning to the 
Heavens and Earth 
II, pictured on the 
right, is part of a 
series which 

explores the “movement in theology, cosmology and world 
understanding” throughout the artist’s life. 
 
Rev. Loughrey said this second piece in the series 
“explores the Christian myths of the Creation, Incarnation, 
Crucifixion and Resurrection. It uses the symbols of a 
person caught in the midst of a tree, which is desolate but 
showing signs of regeneration. The broken land or country 
has been split by the primal forces of nature as 
represented by the tree holding the future of humanity 
within itself. There is the sense of the divine being present, 
coming down from the heavens into the earth, passing 
through and enlivening both humanity and nature (person 
and tree).” 
 
The exhibition is running at St Oswald’s Glen Iris from 27 
September to 30 December. All paintings are available for 
purchase. 
 
See www.glennloughrey.com 

The Choir 
 

We meet Thursday nights at  
7.30 pm in the Church 

 

All are welcome to join. 
 

Contact Win Andrews 
9885 4659 



CHRISTMAS SERVICES  
at  

St. Oswald’s Anglican Church 
100 High Street, Glen Iris 

 
 

Sunday 18th December at 8.00 p.m. 
Festival of Carols and Lessons 

    
 

Christmas Eve at 4.00 p.m. 
Children’s Service with  

Franciscus Henri 
 
 

Christmas Eve at 8.30 p.m. 
Sung Eucharist & Carols 

 
 

Christmas Day at 8.00 a.m. 
Holy Communion 

 
 

Christmas Day at 10.00 a.m. 
Sung Eucharist & Carols 

 
Enquiries:  0418 911 714 


