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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please 

make yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may 
introduce you to other members of the congregation. 

Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

4 October, 2020 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting Together in Song 756 
and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn    TiS  443 
 

Holy Communion   Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings First Reading Psalm 148: 7—14 
   Psalm 121 
   Galatians 6: 14—18 
   Matthew 11: 25—30 

After the Sermon   P. 124 

Offertory Hymn     TiS 462 

After the Collection   P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 138 

Final Hymn    TiS 687 

The Service begins on page 4 of this booklet and  
all hymns are printed herein. 



2 

 

From the Vicar 

Folks 
 
It seems we are edging ever so slowly to what people are describing as 
COVID normal. Restrictions are lifting bit by bit and it appears we may 
have something resembling a traditional Christmas, if not Advent. 
 
Planning is beginning to see just what is possible and how we might be 
able to celebrate at least this festival together having missed out on 
Easter. What it will actually look like will depend on numbers allowed to 
gather, where we are allowed to gather and whether we can sing or not, 
amongst other protocols. 
 
We are also beginning the process toward our AGM in late November 
when we may also be allowed to have some people present for the 
meeting. The plan is to have a combination of face‐to‐face and Zoom. We 
will distribute reports and agendas early enough to ensure you are able to 
read them and submit questions you may want to ask, although hopefully 
we can do some of that live and online. 
 
I would invite each of you to consider nominating for Parish Council as at 
least one present Councillor has to step down due to Diocesan regulations 
and we are already 3 below our optimum number. If you are willing to 
assist as we begin the process of rebuilding after a difficult Covid 19 year, 
please contact Dick Adams for a nomination form. 
 
This Sunday is the Feast of St Francis and the final in our Sunday 
Conversations around the theme of the Season of Creation. Please join us 
at the link on the website to hear Margaret Lees speak on “Creation 
Spirituality”. 
 
Glenn 
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Diary for the week  

St Oswald’s Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/

stoswaldchurchgleniris 
go to Videos on left side of screen 

You Tube—St. Oswald’s Glen Iris 
Wednesday 7 October 
No Service—10 am Service is being live 

streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 
Sunday 11 October 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
No Services—10 am Service is being live 
streamed on St. Oswald’s facebook page 

Readings 11 October 
Exodus 32: 1—14 

Psalm 106: 1—6, 20—24 
Philippians 4: 1—9 
Matthew 22:1—14 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Tanzania; Diocese of North West Australia;  
St James’ Old Cathedral Melbourne West;  
St Michael & All Angels, Beaumaris  

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson, Ron Pritchard. 

Departed 
Margaret Mangan, Jessie (May) Dawkins, Jessie Massey, Neil McPherson Jnr. 
Alvyn Fetherston, Bruce Aaronheraut. 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday 9am‐1pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Vacant 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Helen Rehn 9885 7477 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1054 
Hall Hire                   )    0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
     Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  
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An Australian Eucharist 
 

Season of Creation 1 & 3 
 

 
 

 

 
 

“Towards Heaven & Earth 3” – © Glenn Loughrey 
 

Service Prepared by Rev. Glenn Loughrey 2020 
St Oswald’s Anglican Church Glen Iris 
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Processional Hymn: TiS 442 
 

All praise to our redeeming Lord, 
who joins us by his grace, 
and bids us, each to each restored, 
together seek his face. 
 
He bids us build each other up; 
and gathered into one, 
to our high calling’s glorious hope 
we hand in hand go on. 
 
The gift which he on one bestows 
we all delight to prove, 
the grace through every vessel flows, 
in purest streams of love. 
 
Even now we think and speak the same, 
and cordially agree; 
concentred all, through Jesus’ name, 
in perfect harmony. 
 
We all partake the joy of one, 
the common peace we feel, 
a peace to sensual minds unknown, 
a joy unspeakable. 
 
And if our fellowship below 
in Jesus be so sweet, 
what heights of rapture shall we know 
when round his throne we meet. 

Charles Wesley 
1707 ‐ 88 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 

 
 
Acknowledgement of Country: 
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Acclamation:  

Blessed be God, the Great Creator Being. 
Blessed be God, the Breath of All, the Wisdom behind the 
Dreaming and the Way of Reconciliation and Healing. 

 
Call to Worship:   
 

Our land is alive with the glory of God; 
desert sands hum and gum trees dance. 
Brown grasses sing 
and mountains breathe their stillness. 
All created things add their rhythms of delight 
and even stones rap out their praise. 
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth; 
may our hearts join the beat of her joy, 
for our triune God is with us: 
the Source of all being surrounds and upholds us. 
Christ Jesus walks beside and before us. 
The Spirit moves within and between us. 
Blessed be God, our wonder and delight. 
 
I am Resurrection and Life, 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life. 
And everyone who has life 
and has committed themselves to me in faith, 
shall not die forever. 

 
Let us pray. 

Creator God,  
You who know our secrets and walk in our hearts: 
Remove the rubbish and the unseen 
By the wisdom of your Dreaming 
So we can live on country in kinship with you 
And make you known to all, 
Through Christ our elder.  Amen 
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Collect 
Creator of Life,  
 

At Your word, the Earth brought forth plants yielding seed and trees of 
every kind bearing fruit. The rivers, mountains, minerals, seas and 
forests sustained life. The eyes of all looked to You to satisfy the needs 
of every living thing. And throughout time the Earth has sustained life. 
Through the planetary cycles of days and seasons, renewal and growth, 
you open your hand to give creatures our food in the proper time.  
 

In your Wisdom, you granted a Sabbath; a blessed time to rest in 
gratitude for all that you have given; a time to liberate ourselves from 
vicious consumption; a time to allow the land and all creatures to rest 
from the burden of production. But these days our living pushes the 
planet beyond its limits. Our demands for growth, and our never‐
ending cycle of production and consumption are exhausting our world. 
The forests are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields fail, the deserts 
advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify. We have not allowed 
the land to observe her Sabbath, and the Earth is struggling to be 
renewed.  
 

During this Season of Creation, we ask you to grant us courage to 
observe a Sabbath for our planet. Strengthen us with the faith to trust 
in your providence. Inspire us with the creativity to share what we have 
been given. Teach us to be satisfied with enough. And as we proclaim a 
Jubilee for the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face of 
creation. In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news to 
all creation, Jesus Amen. 

 

First Reading    [Psalm 148: 7—14] 
 
 7   Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 8  fire 

and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling his command!  9  
Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars!  10  Wild animals and 
all cattle, creeping things and flying birds!  11  Kings of the earth and all 
peoples, princes and all rulers of the earth!  12  Young men and women 
alike, old and young together!  13  Let them praise the name of the 
LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and 
heaven.  14  He has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his 
faithful, for the people of Israel who are close to him. Praise the LORD! 

 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
 Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 121 

Cantor: 
I lift up my eyes to the hills; 
from where is my help to come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth.    R 
 
He will not suffer your foot to stumble; 
he who watches over you will not sleep. 
Behold, he who keeps watch over Israel 
shall neither slumber nor sleep.    R 
 
The Lord himself watches over you; 
the Lord is your shade at your right hand, 
So that the sun shall not strike you by day, 
neither the moon by night.    R 
 
The Lord shall keep you from all evil; 
it is he who shall keep your soul. 
The Lord shall keep watch over your going out 
and your coming in, 
from this time forth for evermore.   R 
 

 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Galatians  [Galatians 6: 14—18] 
 
14  May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.  15  For neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision is anything; but a new creation is everything! 
16  As for those who will follow this rule‐‐peace be upon them, and mercy, and 
upon the Israel of God.  17  From now on, let no one make trouble for me; for I 
carry the marks of Jesus branded on my body. 
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18  May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit, brothers and 
sisters. Amen. 
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand 
 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 

eyes of our hearts that we might see how great is the 
hope to which we are called. 

 
The Gospel:       [Matthew 11: 25—30] 
 

Glory to you Jesus Christ 
 

25  At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
because you have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and 
have revealed them to infants; 26  yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 
27  All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone 
to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28  "Come to me, all you that are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  29  Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  30  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 
 
 Hear the Gospel of our God, 
 Praise to you Jesus Christ. 
 
Please sit 
 
Sermon 
 
Please stand 
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Affirmation of Faith 

Let us together affirm the hope we share. 

We are not alone, 
      we live in God's world. 
We believe in God: 
     who has created and is creating, 
     who has come in Jesus, 
         the Word made flesh, 
         to reconcile and make new, 
         who works in us and others  by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 

We are called to be the Church: 
     to celebrate God's presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to  proclaim  Jesus, crucified and risen, 
           our judge and our hope. 

In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
     God is with us. 

We are not alone. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church. 
 
Prayers of the People: 
 
Silence 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
 

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your kindness receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord.  Amen. 
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Please stand 
 
The Greeting of Peace 

We are the body of Christ. 
  His Spirit is with us. 

 
The peace of the God be always with you.  
  And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn TiS 462 
 

Now we come, our heavenly Father, 
one in glad community, 
needing still your guiding mercies, 
stronger faith, more fervent plea; 
all your blessing 
now confessing, 
we would praise you trustingly. 
 
Through the years your Spirit guided 
those who blazed the path we tread, 
in the glow of faith they laboured, 
by the Bread of Life were fed; 
while their yearning  
hearts were learning 
more of Christ, their living head. 
 
Proudly high they held his gospel, 
far surpassing human creeds, 
striving for his church united 
in the things for which he pleads: 
torn no longer, 
but made stronger, 
one church meeting all our needs. 
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Lift we, then, their torch with gladness, 
pledging all to this high aim: 
your lost world reclaimed from darkness, 
yielded to your sovereign claim; 
visions firing, 
hearts inspiring, 
march we onward in your name 

Clifford George Taylor 
1915 ‐ 94 

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 
 

 
Offertory Prayer 

Generous God of Holy Dreaming. 
Through your goodness  
 we have these gifts of bread and wine to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your benefit  
and for the fulfilment of your purposes. 
 Wonderful be God for ever. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

God, you are with us.  
 We are never alone. 
 
Our lives are open.  
 We know you are here.  
 
And recognise you in all creation 
and in each other 
 For this we are thankful. 
 
God of Holy Dreaming, 
Thank you for this country we share,  
For the joy of being here today 
and the possibilities of sharing in its wonders  
with each other and our kin of all species; 
 
 For this 
 We thank you. 
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We recognise your patience 
Remaining ready to welcome us back 
after we missed the opportunity  
to care for our kin; 
 
We welcome your gift of Jesus,  
your child, our elder, our Lord 
Who lived for you and walked gently on country, 
 so we too may live here in harmony. 

 
 For this 
 We thank you. 
 

Knowing blood does not cleanse us, 
for there has been too much blood spilt on this land 
We recognise his obedience to your tradition and language, 
Which lead him to be unjustly crucified, 
Opens the way for us to remain faithful to 
Your way, the ways of our ancestors, your prophets and 
Calls us to reconciliation with creation. 

 
For this 
We thank you. 

 
We dance each day 
In celebration of his return from the world of the dead 
to you and to us ; 
celebrating in the new growth of hope and possibility  
 in relationship with people of all ages, cultures and origins  
in those who were here first and those who came later, 
in the grass and trees, 
the eagle and the trout cod 
goanna eggs and kangaroo pouches. 

 
And so, with people of every nation, tribe and language, and with the 
whole Church throughout the ages, we bring ourselves: all that we are, 
and all that we are not, joyfully giving thanks and singing:  
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Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might,  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 
highest. [Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God. 
Hosanna in the highest.] 

 
Glory to the God of Holy Dreaming, we honor you in whom our lives are 
founded, and in whom our future together lie. We remember and 
honor our ancestors and kin of all species searching that rejoiced in 
your presence in life, and your meaning for all of life.  
 
Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, Elder and Lord, whose life and 
death and resurrection shows us your complete essence and the 
possibilities for us and our kin in all of nature.  
 
We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always 
done, gathered his mob for a common meal. He took bread, gave 
thanks to you, broke the bread and gave some to each one, saying: 
“Take, eat: This is my body, my country, given for you and for all 
creation, take, eat and be restored.”  
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he 
gave it to them and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my life given for 
you and for all creation, drink joyfully and be renewed.”  

 
In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 

 Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ’s spirit renews our lives.  
   

God of Holy Dreaming; may our hearts and minds be alive to what is 
sacred in these symbols of bread and wine, elements of creation 
embedded with the Divine. May they open us to your guidance and to 
your love for us, for all humankind, and for all life on this earth. This is 
our hope and shared desire, the expression of our love and trust in 
each other and in Jesus, our Christ, our elder and Lord. 
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And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray:  
 

God of Holy Dreaming, honoured be your name.  
Let your Way be known, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our self‐centredness,  
as we forgive those that act against us.  
Save us in the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 For the Way, the power, and the glory  
are yours forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Christ has died and lives for all. (Breaks the bread) 
 
These are God’s gifts; take Jesus our Christ, Elder and Lord, into your 
hearts.  
 
This bread: the body of Christ. This wine: the life of Christ.  
 
(Offers communion to all) 
 
Here is the place heaven and earth meet; here is the “everywhere, 
when” of our dreaming. 

   
Communion of the People  
 
Post Communion Thanksgiving  
 

God of Holy Dreaming, we thank you for this simple community meal 
where share together on this day of mixed emotions; a meal that brings 
the spirit and reality of Christ into our hearts, and brings us closer to 
you and closer to each other.  
 
May our lives be lit up by your love, and may your love light up others 
through us.  Amen.  
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Final Hymn  TiS 687 
 

God gives us a future, 
daring us to go 
into dreams and dangers 
on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow 
in the Spirit’s power, 
we will let God change us, 
for new life starts now. 
 
We must leave behind us 
sins of yesterday, 
for God’s new beginning 
is a better way. 
Fear and doubt and habit 
must not hold us back: 
God gives hope, and insight, 
and the strength we lack. 
 
Holy Spirit, teach us 
how to read the signs, 
how to meet the challenge 
of our troubled times, 
Love us into action, 
stir us into prayer, 
till we choose God’s life, and 
find our future there. 

Elizabeth J. Smith 
1956 –  

Reproduced with permission. CCLI Licence 277875 

 
The Blessing  
 

May God who established the dance of creation,  
Who marvelled at the lilies of the field,  
Who transforms chaos to order,  
Lead us to transform our lives and the Church  
To reflect God’s glory in creation 
 
in the name of the God of Holy Dreaming, and of Jesus Christ our elder 
and of the Creator Spirit. Amen.  
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Dismissal  
 

Go, walk gently on country to love and serve our God 
 In the name of Christ. Amen 
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Elements of this service have been sourced from “A Prayer Book for Australia”, Holy Communion 
Second Order, Leeds Diocese & from resources freely available on the web. 

 
© Broughton Publishing 1995 

 


