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Easter Streaming 
 
 
 
 Palm Sunday April 5     10am 
 
 Monday April 6    8am 
 
 Wednesday April 8    10am 
 
 Maundy Thursday April 9   10am 
 
 Good Friday April 10    10am 
 
 Easter April 11    10am 
 
 
If you would like to watch go here - https://www.facebook.com/stoswaldchurchgleniris	
	
 

Support & Assistance Available: 
	
If	you	require	meals	or	are	unable	to	source	toilet	rolls,	St	Oswald’s	has	a	supply	for	local	
distribution	only.	Please	call	0400621554.	
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Palm Sunday: 
The Stones Would Shout! 

Mathew 21:1-11 

When	they	had	come	near	Jerusalem	and	had	reached	Bethphage,	at	the	Mount	of	Olives,	
Jesus	sent	two	disciples,	saying	to	them,	‘Go	into	the	village	ahead	of	you,	and	immediately	
you	will	find	a	donkey	tied,	and	a	colt	with	her;	untie	them	and	bring	them	to	me.	If	anyone	
says	anything	to	you,	just	say	this,	“The	Lord	needs	them.”	And	he	will	send	them	
immediately.’	This	took	place	to	fulfil	what	had	been	spoken	through	the	prophet,	saying,	
‘Tell	the	daughter	of	Zion,	
Look,	your	king	is	coming	to	you,	
			humble,	and	mounted	on	a	donkey,	
					and	on	a	colt,	the	foal	of	a	donkey.’	
The	disciples	went	and	did	as	Jesus	had	directed	them;	they	brought	the	donkey	and	the	colt,	
and	put	their	cloaks	on	them,	and	he	sat	on	them.	A	very	large	crowd	spread	their	cloaks	on	
the	road,	and	others	cut	branches	from	the	trees	and	spread	them	on	the	road.	The	crowds	
that	went	ahead	of	him	and	that	followed	were	shouting,	
‘Hosanna	to	the	Son	of	David!	
			Blessed	is	the	one	who	comes	in	the	name	of	the	Lord!	
Hosanna	in	the	highest	heaven!’	
When	he	entered	Jerusalem,	the	whole	city	was	in	turmoil,	asking,	‘Who	is	this?’	The	crowds	
were	saying,	‘This	is	the	prophet	Jesus	from	Nazareth	in	Galilee.’	

******************************* 

40 He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.” 

Palm Sunday ushers in Holy Week and Jesus steady journey to the Cross. It begins ok enough. 
A carefully orchestrated non-violent procession on the outskirts of town mimicking the 
military parade of might and power just a stones throw away. 

Happy followers wave their branches beside a smiling Jesus on a young donkey. Some even lay 
down their cloaks, probably especially brought for the purpose, on the ground in front of the 
donkey. 

It was not a benign procession. The imagery is provocative and powerful. In Zechariah 9:9 we 
read the promise to the people of Jerusalem of rescue from those oppressing them: 

“Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, 
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on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

It is powerfully political and religious at the same time. It is aimed squarely at the Romans 
whose power rules, for now, and at those who appease and seek to keep the status quo. This 
is not new for Jesus. He has always been political and on the offensive in terms of corruption, 
violence and oppression. It is the program he set for himself when he announced his ministry 
in Luke 4 - He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And 
he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in 
the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

The church is not a benign institution responsible for platitudes, nice music, lovely people; the 
church is a revolutionary body responsible for bringing in the kingdom of God. It is political for 
its mandate is the very same mandate Jesus took for himself. We are for the poor, the 
marginalised and the forgotten. This is not an option but mandatory on all of us to live like 
this. 

When the religious leaders suggest that he and his followers tone it down, go through the 
right channels, work with the powers to be, he replies, ‘“I tell you, if these were silent, the 
stones would shout out.” 

What an extraordinary thing to say. How do you reply to such a statement? Surely Jesus 
mental health was questioned? The man’s nuts! 

Apparently we have discovered that the 12 Apostles dotted along the coast beside the Great 
Ocean Road are not 8 as we thought (4 had fallen into the sea), but 13. 5 more have been 
found. These majestic sand stacks have risen and fallen and been discovered over centuries. 
What stories do they hold? What things could they tell us if only they could talk. But they do. 
Science will interrogate them and discover more and more about the birth of our planet and 
our country, the sea and those who live in it. The stones will speak. 

Jesus is saying this is not about you and your rational, reasonable selves. This is about the 
transcendence of God, of me who is indistinguishable from God, one with the Godhead who 
brought all things into being. Listen to the stones, listen to the sand-stacks, listen to the trees 
and you will hear them calling out the words of Zechariah. They praise and celebrate God and 
call for release from oppression. 

Jesus reminds us the Godhead is present in all created things and that to silence the voice of 
one will result in another speaking out, seeking freedom. That voice maybe heard in the 
sounds and images of climate change, habitat loss, lack of water and the damage to 
ecosystems so fragile they have taken years to develop. 
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Jesus’ incarnation is not just about human beings, questionably the most intelligent beings on 
earth, but for all. “For so greatly did God love the world that He gave His only Son, that every 
one who trusts in Him may not perish but may have the Life of Ages.” It is only human beings 
who have a choice. The stones will always cry out in praise and adoration seeking to return to 
God simply by being a stone. Humans fail to hear the sound other creatures make and fail to 
see the implication in Jesus statement; you are not the centre of the world. Yes, you were 
made for relationship with God, but it is not all about you. 

Others are valued and valuable and you are to take steps to care for the least of these. You 
are to resist oppression of peoples and creatures, oppose the destruction of the planet for 
profit and greed, and to ensure all have the opportunity to celebrate the life God has given 
them. 

Jesus reminds us of the unity of life – we all co-independent - and challenges the leaders and 
the rulers to cease the ‘this and that’ of duality. You are alive in this moment. The Good news 
is here for all, listen and hear it, even the stones on which we are walking are speaking. 

Thomas Merton responded when someone asked about how he lived out his monastic life, 
first a little humorously: 

This is not a hermitage, it is a house. (“Who was that hermitage I seen you with last 
night?”) What I wear is pants. What I do is live. How I pray is breathe. Who said Zen? 
Wash out your mouth if you said Zen. If you see a meditation going by, shoot it. Who 
said “Love?” Love is in the movies. 

He than sobers up:  

“The spiritual life is something that people worry about when they are so busy with 
something else they think they ought to be spiritual. Spiritual life is guilt. Up here in the 
woods is seen the New Testament: that is to say, the wind comes through the trees and 
you breathe it.” (Thomas Merton from his essay Day of a Stranger.) 

Palm Sunday is Jesus return to Jerusalem. It is also the time when he knows his enemies will 
be coming after him and he only has a short while. He appeals to the ancient prophets and the 
natural world to give context and meaning to his actions and words. He steps neither 
backward nor aside from the consequences of speaking out on behalf of all beings who are 
oppressed by the powerful and the tyrants, secular or religious. He steps forward knowing 
what the consequences most likely will be. 

As we stand waving our palm branches and singing our songs are we ready for the decimation 
of our dreams, our hopes and plans if we take Jesus seriously and follow him to the Cross? Or 
are we only Palm Sunday Christians? Amen 
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Holy Week: 
Monday 

John 12:1-11 

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he 
had raised from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and 
Lazarus was one of those at the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was 
filled with the fragrance of the perfume.  

But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 
said, ‘Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to 
the poor?’ (He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a 
thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) Jesus said, 
‘Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. You 
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.’ 

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he was there, they came not only 
because of Jesus but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from the dead. So the 
chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death as well, since it was on account of him 
that many of the Jews were deserting and were believing in Jesus. 

If we ever had any doubts about Jesus and his humanity, here is a scene which 
challenges all our perceptions. 
  
The easy place to go is the confrontation between Judas and Jesus over the wasteful 
use of money. Money that Judas deemed should be used to assist those in need and 
he makes his very valid point forcefully. 
  
Jesus responds with what sounds like a callous response, you will have the poor with 
you always but me you won’t. Is that a valid and rational point? Is that an excuse for 
ignoring the waste happening in front of him or is there something else happening 
here? 
  
This scene is a very emotionally charged scene, almost erotic in its telling. Let us listen 
again to these few verses: 
  
“There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at 
the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed 
Jesus’ feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume.”  
  
Wow. This was not rational, formal, respectable dinner party. Deep emotions bubble to 
the surface in a room charged with deep feelings for each other. A woman not only 
enters the rooms but bends low over Jesus and pours a large amount of  very strong 
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and sensual perfume over Jesus’ feet an begins to wipe it with her hair. This is a 
moment that would have taken the breath away from who were sitting in the room. It 
had the essence of deep love, deep intimate love, deep emotional love.  
  
It was a deeply human connection between two deeply human people and Jesus could 
not have ignored the emotions and feelings that came with this moment. It was 
seductive, as seductive as any of the temptations he had experienced previously, and 
he recognised it for what it was – deep feelings not to be ignored but to be recognised. 
  
Judas does what we seem to do with these human and juicy bits, he turns away and 
changes the subject. He goes for the old the money should be used for the poor 
strategy, but Jesus keeps him in the emotionally perfumed room. This is about deep 
love and a love that is to be expressed and experienced in the moment. 
  
This moment reminds us that this is not just a story we can spiritualise and give the 
meaning that makes us most comfortable. It is a story of individual people complete 
with deep emotions and ordinary reactions. If we lose sight of this in this story then we 
will likely lose sight of it our understanding of Easter and of the people we see around 
us. People will become objectified – for Judas they become the poor – for us they 
become widgets in the consumerist puzzle – for Jesus they are people who feel deeply 
and need places where they can express those feelings without judgment and 
criticism. And yes, they sometimes may seem erotic as this one does. 
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Tuesday 

John 12:20-36 

Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, ‘Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.’ Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus 
answered them, ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; 
but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate 
their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me, 
and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honour. 

‘Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—“Father, save me from this hour”? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.’ Then a 
voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.’ The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, ‘An angel has spoken 
to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. Now is the 
judgement of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.’ He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die. The crowd answered him, ‘We have heard from the law that the 
Messiah remains for ever. How can you say that the Son of Man must be lifted up? 
Who is this Son of Man?’ Jesus said to them, ‘The light is with you for a little longer. 
Walk while you have the light, so that the darkness may not overtake you. If you walk 
in the darkness, you do not know where you are going. While you have the light, 
believe in the light, so that you may become children of light.’ 

After Jesus had said this, he departed and hid from them. 

************************* 

John the Gospel writer annoys me and the more I read him the more he does. He 
always has to explain the very thing he just wrote as if those reading it are too thick to 
get his meaning. And when I am feeling like this I get to thinking he may be right. 
  
We are too thick to get what he is writing. 
  
The Fathers of the church and scholars through the ages have taken much of what 
has been written and interpreted it in such a way that the life of Jesus is seen primarily 
as God’s response to original sin. Apparently we are all inherently bad and need a 
sacrificial lamb without spot to cast our sins upon for redemption.  
  
“Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 
just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit” 
  
This is how this verse is often interpreted. Jesus dies so we can live. But we add bits 
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that aren’t there. We add sin and the need for an angry God to be propitiated for our 
humanity. We add the ghastly event of Good Friday to this, not as a testimony to the 
commitment of Jesus as the fully conscious human being who stays with the demands 
of the Kingdom of God right until the end, but as a bloody sacrifice for sin. 
  
John, perhaps, captures the natural process of evolution and reminds us that when 
something individual dies it is reborn somewhere within the species, it leaves behind 
something to empower, embolden and to add to others. This is the process God chose 
for creation and it is the process John refers to here. 
  
Jesus is just like the significantly insignificant grain of wheat, on its own it contains the 
essence of daily living, but when it dies it gives birth to much more than it could ever 
achieve individually. The death of Jesus, as the fully alive sentient being, the 
culmination of all evolutionary creation to this point is the catalyst for change, for 
another way of being in the world and for wholeness. 
  
This is what is born in the idea of much fruit. Jesus is not specific about what the fruit 
looks like – is it spiritual, is it social justice, is it found in mystics, activists, lay people or 
monks, is it found in one strain of religious thought and practice, is it confined to one 
particular set of dogma, orthodoxy or practice over against another? Jesus simply says 
it will bear much fruit and just like the grain of wheat cannot give fruit from a pineapple, 
the essence of the one who dies will be the signifying essence of the fruit. In other 
words it will be found in the form of other fully alive sentient beings who live for 
wholeness, justice and respect at the gentle and not so gentle prodding of eternal love. 
  
Like gives birth to like . Not like in particular but like in essence and Jesus is bearing 
fruit throughout this world in all lives in tune with urge for wholeness embedded within 
all creation by the Source of all love. 
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Wednesday 
 

John 13:21-32 
 

After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of 
you will betray me.’ The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom he was 
speaking. One of his disciples—the one whom Jesus loved—was reclining next to 
him; Simon Peter therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was speaking. So 
while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ Jesus answered, ‘It is the 
one to whom I give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ So when he 
had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas son of Simon Iscariot. After he 
received the piece of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what 
you are going to do.’ Now no one at the table knew why he said this to him. Some 
thought that, because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what 
we need for the festival’; or, that he should give something to the poor. So, after 
receiving the piece of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night. 
 
When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. 

 
*********************** 

 
This difficult Gospel may want us to despise Judas.  The man who had a great part in setting in 
motion the events that lead to Jesus’ death.   
 
So much of all the Gospels present Jesus not only knowing his destiny from an early time, but 
also Jesus knows that his walk would be a brutal walk to his ghastly death.  Perhaps we could 
say that Judas was just an inevitable cog in the wheel of Jesus’ life, as though Judas had no 
choice.  Certainly we read today that Jesus dipped bread in the dish and handed it to Judas – 
we know that Jesus knew that it was Judas who would betray him – so if Jesus knows that it is 
Judas, does Judas have any say in the matter?  Does Judas have free will?  I think that he does 
and much as Judas is maligned for his choice – after Jesus had doubtless loved him as much as 
he had loved the other disciples – I think we have to be careful to understand ourselves in 
light of Judas’ actions.   
 
Judas goes out after having eaten the bread given to him by Jesus and the Gospel simply says 
this: 'And it was night’.  Night was a time of dark thoughts and actions for the ancients, a 
sinister time, a time of plotting and evil.  The writer of John’s Gospel couldn’t make it any 
more plain – the devil entered Judas and he went out into the darkness where he could betray 
Jesus, his Master.  And the devil might just be that Judas was tempted in such a way that he 
could not resist.  Not the devil as such - or Satan as our NRSV translation has it – but thoughts 
of simply doing the wrong thing. 
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And that’s where we come in, I think.  There are few places deeper than the Wednesday of 
Holy Week.  A time when Judas, a human being like us, leaves Jesus so vulnerable to attack.  
It’s a hard question, but when do we do the wrong thing by Jesus?  When do we turn our face 
again from Him?  Have we ever forsaken Him?  Denied that we love Him?  And even if we 
haven’t consciously done these things, perhaps we can be challenged to think that we 
probably have acted in ways that are not consistent with our call as Christians.  Doubtless our 
hurting another – for example by our words – hurts Jesus.  As Jesus is in all things, in all 
humans, when we do the wrong thing by someone else, we are causing Jesus pain.  Alright, 
we have not betrayed Jesus as did Judas, but when we cast aside Judas as someone we simply 
do not want to know, when we mock him and even hate him, we might just be throwing out 
an important insight into ourselves.  A hard insight, but one that may be helpful in our journey 
deeper and deeper this week: that is, can we really judge Judas when there are parts of our 
own lives that are not ideal?  Let that one who is without sin cast the first stone…and in this 
way, we are part of the story of Jesus’ demise – not just as onlookers, but as part of the fabric 
of his life.   
 
Yet it is not all hopeless – it is not to berate ourselves endlessly; it is not to say to ourselves 
that we are Judas – it is not that.  It is just to highlight that we too have let Jesus down at 
times.  And that is because we are in relationship with Jesus and any relationship will have its 
ups and its downs. 
 
To mention one of the ‘up’ times, there is also mention in today’s Gospel of the disciple whom 
Jesus loved reclining next to our Lord.  That is us too.  Think of the times when Jesus has been 
so close – closer than breath – and we have occupied that privileged place with him. 
 
We are in many ways just like the disciples – all of them, not leaving out Judas – we are scared 
and we at times desert Jesus and we are slow to understand.  But by God’s grace, to put it 
positively, we are there, still, worshipping as we are today.  Becoming a little less like Judas 
and a little more like the Beloved disciple. 
 
But don’t forget Judas, he is part of the night, the darkness and we too have had those times 
of betrayal.  If we can own them, we can overcome them.  And come Easter day we will start a 
new phase of our journey, leaving behind the things we have shed this Lent. 
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Wednesday Service 
 
Acknowledgement of Country: 
 
Acclamation:  
Blessed be God, the Great Creator Being. 

Blessed be God, the Breath of All, the Wisdom behind the Dreaming and the Way of 
Reconciliation and Healing. 

 
Call to Worship:   
 
Our land is alive with the glory of God; 
desert sands hum and gum trees dance. 
Brown grasses sing 
and mountains breathe their stillness. 
All created things add their rhythms of delight 
and even stones rap out their praise. 
Let our voices mingle with those of the earth; 
may our hearts join the beat of her joy, 
for our triune God is with us: 
the Source of all being surrounds and upholds us. 
Christ Jesus walks beside and before us. 
The Spirit moves within and between us. 
Blessed be God, our wonder and delight. 
 
I am Resurrection and Life, 
Whoever has faith in me shall have life. 
And everyone who has life 
and has committed themselves to me in faith, 
shall not die forever. 
 
Let us pray. 

Creator God,  
You who know our secrets and walk in our hearts: 
Remove the rubbish and the unseen 
By the wisdom of your Dreaming 
So we can live on country in kinship with you 
And make you known to all, 
Through Christ our elder. Amen 

 
Collect 
 
God	of	compassion,	
you	call	us	out	of	the	bindings	of	death	
on	this,	our	resurrection	day:	
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make	us	ready	surrender	the	fear	in	which	we	hide	
to	step	into	your	future	alive	and	unashamed;	
through	Jesus	Christ,	the	life	of	the	world.	Amen.	
 
First	Reading:	Jeremiah	32:36-41		(NIV)	
36 “You are saying about this city, ‘By the sword, famine and plague it will be given into the 
hands of the king of Babylon’; but this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 37 I will surely 
gather them from all the lands where I banish them in my furious anger and great wrath; I will 
bring them back to this place and let them live in safety. 38 They will be my people, and I will 
be their God. 39 I will give them singleness of heart and action, so that they will always fear me 
and that all will then go well for them and for their children after them. 40 I will make an 
everlasting covenant with them: I will never stop doing good to them, and I will inspire them 
to fear me, so that they will never turn away from me. 41 I will rejoice in doing them good and 
will assuredly plant them in this land with all my heart and soul. 

Psalm	143	
1 LORD, hear my prayer, 
    listen to my cry for mercy; 
in your faithfulness and righteousness 
    come to my relief. 
2 Do not bring your servant into judgment, 
    for no one living is righteous before you. 
3 The enemy pursues me, 
    he crushes me to the ground; 
he makes me dwell in the darkness 
    like those long dead. 
4 So my spirit grows faint within me; 
    my heart within me is dismayed. 
5 I remember the days of long ago; 
    I meditate on all your works 
    and consider what your hands have done. 
6 I spread out my hands to you; 
    I thirst for you like a parched land.[a] 
7 Answer me quickly, LORD; 
    my spirit fails. 
Do not hide your face from me 
    or I will be like those who go down to the pit. 
8 Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, 
    for I have put my trust in you. 
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Show me the way I should go, 
    for to you I entrust my life. 
9 Rescue me from my enemies, LORD, 
    for I hide myself in you. 
10 Teach me to do your will, 
    for you are my God; 
may your good Spirit 
    lead me on level ground. 
11 For your name’s sake, LORD, preserve my life; 
    in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble. 
12 In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; 
    destroy all my foes, 
    for I am your servant. 
 
The Gospel: Matthew 22:23-33  
 

Glory to you Jesus Christ 
23 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to him with a 
question. 24 “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man dies without having children, his 
brother must marry the widow and raise up offspring for him. 25 Now there were seven 
brothers among us. The first one married and died, and since he had no children, he left his 
wife to his brother. 26 The same thing happened to the second and third brother, right on 
down to the seventh. 27 Finally, the woman died. 28 Now then, at the resurrection, whose wife 
will she be of the seven, since all of them were married to her?” 

29 Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of 
God. 30 At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like 
the angels in heaven. 31 But about the resurrection of the dead—have you not read what God 
said to you, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’[a]? He is not 
the God of the dead but of the living.” 

33 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his teaching. 

 
Hear the Gospel of our God, 
 Praise to you Jesus Christ. 
 
Please sit 
 
Sermon 
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Please stand 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
 
Let us together affirm the hope we share. 
 
We are not alone, 
      we live in God's world. 
 
We believe in God: 
     who has created and is creating, 
     who has come in Jesus, 
         the Word made flesh, 
         to reconcile and make new, 
     
     who works in us and others 
        by the Spirit. 
 
We trust in God. 
 
We are called to be the Church: 
      to celebrate God's presence, 
     to live with respect in Creation, 
     to love and serve others, 
     to seek justice and resist evil, 
     to  proclaim  Jesus, crucified and risen, 
           our judge and our hope. 
 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
     God is with us. 
 
We are not alone. 
 
Thanks be to God.1 

 
Prayers of the People 
 
Let us pray for the world and for the Church.2 
 
A Prayer at this time of the spread of the Coronavirus written by National Aboriginal Bishop, Chris 
McLeod. 

	
1 (From the United Church of Canada) 
 
2 (Litanies and Responsive Prayers Litany of Reconciliation by Aboriginal Peoples of Canada) 
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Loving God, all of a sudden it seems we have been closed off from others, isolated, and fearful of what might 
come. We worry about our family and friends. We are concerned about the older members of our 
communities: our parents, our uncles and aunties, our older brothers and sisters, our older cousins, our elders, 
and our friends. We are concerned about our children. We are concerned about ourselves, as well. Loving 
God, please keep us all safe and well. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we pray that we will love and support each other in the power and unity of your Spirit. We pray 
that we are kept faithful and strong. If we lose hope, keep us hopeful. If we lose faith, keep us faithful. If we 
lose patience, keep us patient. If we lose kindness, keep us kind. If we become selfish, keep us unselfish. If 
we lose love, keep us loving in the power of your love. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, we pray for the whole world at this time. We pray for those who lead us; that they may lead 
wisely. We pray for doctors, nurses, and all medical staff that they know we appreciate and value what they 
do for us. We pray for those who are already sick with Coronavirus, and those who are most vulnerable to 
catching it. We pray that they will be healed and kept well. We remember those who have lost their lives to 
this virus. We pray for their families, friends, and communities; we share in their sadness. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer. 
 
Loving God, unite us all as one. May we join together, the world over, and do what we can to address this 
crisis. 
 
Lord in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.	
 
Silence 
 
Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 
 

Grant that what we have asked in faith  
we may by your kindness receive, 
through Jesus Christ our Elder and Lord. Amen. 

 
Please stand 
 
The Greeting of Peace 

We are the body of Christ. 
  His Spirit is with us. 

 
The peace of the God be always with you.  
  And also with you. 

 
Offertory Hymn  
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Offertory Prayer 

Generous God of Holy Dreaming. 
Through your goodness we have these gifts of bread and wine to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your benefit  
and for the fulfilment of your purposes. 
 Wonderful be God for ever. 

 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 
God, you are with us.  
 We are never alone. 
 
Our lives are open.  
 We know you are here.  
 
And recognise you in all creation  

and in each other 
 For this we are thankful. 
  
God of Holy Dreaming, 
Thank you for this country we share,  

For the joy of being here today 
and the possibilities of sharing in its wonders  
with each other and our kin of all species; 

 
 For this 
 We thank you. 
 
We recognise your patience 
Remaining ready to welcome us back 

after we missed the opportunity  
to embrace each other; 

 
We welcome your gift of Jesus,  

your child, our elder, our Lord 
Who lived for you so we too may live as one. 

 
 For this 
 We thank you. 
 
Knowing blood does not cleanse us,  

for there has been too much blood spilt on this land 
We recognise his obedience to your tradition and language, 

Which lead him to be unjustly crucified, 
Opens the way for us to remain faithful to 



Easter 2020 - Reflections for Holy Week - Compiled by Rev’d Glenn Loughrey 
	

Email:	vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au			Phone:	0400621554 
	

19	

Your way, the ways of our ancestors, your prophets and 
Calls us to reconciliation in this land. 

 
 For this 
 We thank you. 
 
We dance each day 
In celebration of his return from the world of the dead 

to you and to us ; 
             celebrating in the new growth of hope and possibility in people of all ages, 

cultures and origins  
in those who were here first and those who came later, 
in the grass and trees, 
the eagle and the trout cod 
goanna eggs and kangaroo pouches.  

 
And so, with people of every nation, tribe and language, and with the whole Church 
throughout the ages, we bring ourselves: all that we are, and all that we are not, joyfully 
giving thanks and singing:  
 
Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. [Blessed is he who comes in the name of our God. Hosanna in the highest.] 

 
Glory to the God of Holy Dreaming, we honor you in whom our lives are founded, and in 
whom our future together lie. We remember and honor our ancestors from all nations 
searching that perceived your presence in life, and your meaning for all of life.  
 
Above all we honor Jesus, our Christ, Elder and Lord, whose life and death and resurrection 
shows us your complete nature and the possibilities for us.  
 
We remember that, on the night before his death, Jesus, as he’d always done, gathered his 
mob for a common meal. He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the bread and gave some 
to each one, saying: “Take, eat: This is my body, my country, given for you and for all creation, 
take, eat and be restored.”  
 
After supper he took a cup of wine, and, when he had given thanks, he gave it to them and 
said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my life given for you and for all creation, drink joyfully and 
be renewed.”  
 
In light of this, we proclaim the mystery of our faith:  
 Christ has died.  
 Christ is risen.  
 Christ’s spirit renews our lives.  
   
God of Holy Dreaming; may our hearts and minds be alive to what is sacred in these symbols 
of bread and wine. May they open us to your guidance and to your love for us, for all 
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humankind, and for all life on this earth.  This is our hope and shared desire, the expression of 
our love and trust in each other and in Jesus, our Christ, our elder and Lord.  
 
  And now, in the spirit of Christ’s teaching, we pray:  
 
God of Holy Dreaming, honoured be your name.  
Let your Way be known, your will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our self-centredness,  
as we forgive those that act against us.  
Save us in the time of trial,  
and deliver us from evil. 
 For the Way, the power, and the glory  
are yours forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Christ has died and lives for all. (Breaks the bread) 
 
These are God’s gifts; take Jesus our Christ, Elder and Lord, into your hearts.  
 
This bread: the body of Christ. This wine: the life of Christ.  
 
(Offers communion to all) 
 
Here is the place heaven and earth meet; here is the “everywhere, when” of our dreaming. 
   
Communion of the People  
 
Post Communion Thanksgiving  
God of Holy Dreaming, we thank you for this simple community meal where share together on 
this day of mixed emotions; a meal that brings the spirit and reality of Christ into our hearts, 
and brings us closer to you and closer to each other.  
 
May our lives be lit up by your love, and may your love light up others through us. 
Amen.  
   
Hymn:  
 
The Blessing  
Life is short, and we do not have too much time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the 
way with us. So be swift to love and make haste to be kind, and the blessing of the one who 
made us and loves us and goes before us be upon you and all those whom you love, this day 
and always………. 
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in the name of the God of Holy Dreaming, and of Jesus Christ our elder and of the Creator 
Spirit. Amen.  
   
Dismissal  
 
Go, walk gently on country to love and serve our God 
 In the name of Christ. Amen 
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Maundy Thursday: 
Hospitality in a Time of Crisis 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he 
loved them to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon 
Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all 
things into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up 
from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he 
poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with 
the towel that was tied around him. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You do not know now what I am 
doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You will never wash my feet.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’ Simon Peter said to 
him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said to him, ‘One 
who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And 
you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this 
reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’ 

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he 
said to them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—
and you are right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, 
that you also should do as I have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not 
greater than their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. If 
you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 

The New Commandment 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 
has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 
himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, 
you cannot come.” I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I 
have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 

************************** 

Every few weeks he would turn up. Curled up asleep in the sun on the back veranda of the 
drop in centre. Smelly, dirty; no, filthy. He was still wearing the clothes we gave him last visit. 
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They hadn’t been off and they hadn’t been washed. Neither had he. His perfume was 
definitely not one you would buy at the perfume encounter at David Jones or Myers. 

He was 15/16 years of age. Angry, violent, lost, lonely and unable to fit into society. Well, not 
very easily. He came to us because he knew we would care. 

First thing was to get him in the shower and separate him from his clothes. Not always an easy 
task. You could say they were worn in, into his skin. With a little bit of soaking and snip here 
and there with a pair of scissors, he transformed into a clean, nicely dressed, sweet smelling 
young man. After a brief visit with the nurse (Gaye) for a once over, he got something to eat 
and whatever was required. 

In this case, the feet were just a part of what was washed. Truth be told we all got a good 
wash! Yet it was never a chore, it was just part of our life with him. 

Jesus performs the same routine for his disciples, but in their case their feet would not have 
been dirty. The laws of hospitality would have been followed and their feet would have ben 
washed by the host as they entered the building. Jesus was not thinking about cleaning them 
up but about showing them an example. 

Here was an example of unconditional service. Serving others as an equal not as a servant, as 
a form of love not duty, and in the universal, not the particular. Jesus didn’t choose whose 
feet he would wash. He didn’t play favourites. It wasn’t a token act to make a point. He 
washed them all. John says ‘when he finished washing their feet’ they sat down for the meal 
and the sharing of several other theological tidbits. 

He even washed the feet of Judas, and if we believe John, when he did he knew whose feet he 
was washing – his betrayer's. This is worth considering. As Christians we have a tendency to 
only wash the feet, in other words to serve, those within our club, our congregation, our 
worship group, those we particularly worship with. We rarely take the risk of washing our 
betrayers feet. 

We find it hard to wash the feet of those different to us, those whose cultures are based on 
different definitions of the spiritual, relationships and norms. Refugees who come by boat 
don’t have their feet washed by us. They get a one-way ticket to a concentration camp. There 
was no washing of the Aboriginal Australians feet; they were massacred so we could build a 
new country dedicated to the fair go and mate-ship. It is only recently that the church, for 
example, has washed the feet of women and allowed them a place in the leadership of the 
church. The secular world is only a little bit better. We are yet to do that to the gay 
community and there is smidgen of condescension in how we wash the feet of the disabled. 
Washing the feet of prisoners in our gaols calls for a different mission, one we struggle with. 

And when we do wash their feet we are often looking for something in return, their soul. We 
want them to take on the same world-view as we have. They need to be transformed to think 
as we do. 
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When we took students on silent retreats, teachers come up to us with a long list of faults and 
failings in a particular child with the hope these would be solved over the weekend away. 
Apart from the fact that they expected us to change 15 years of ingrained behaviours in three 
days, they failed to miss the fact that as we spend time with them, wash their feet, we do so 
unconditionally. There is no expectation of conversion to a set of ideas, simply the gift of 
hospitality. 

The idea sitting behind Jesus appropriation of this act of hospitality is one of giving each other 
the gift of hospitality, and Jesus did not exclude Judas from his place amongst the others in 
the ritual. His example says that we are not to exclude anyone from receiving this gift of 
hospitality because we think we know something about them that precludes them from 
receiving it. That is not our choice, nor was it the choice that Jesus made. He simply washed 
feet. The outcome for each of the disciples, including Judas, was not his to determine. 

Like all good stories, there has to be a villain. Judas fits the bill easily. But I suspect it was way 
more complicated than the Gospel writers tell it. Jesus didn’t even try to fathom it. He left the 
choice up to Judas and didn’t try and change his mind. He simply washed his feet and broke 
bread with him. 

It is not easy to wash feet. It is dangerous. It is unproductive most of the time. It asks us to 
cross our preconceived ideas and manufactured fears. It asks us to touch another whose toe 
nails maybe odd and misshapen (mine). It asks us to welcome the stranger and to reach out 
with hospitality and possibility simply because it is what one human being does for another. 

And, if we are honest, we avoid it. We don’t like others doing it for us because we, like Peter, 
are independent, capable and don’t need anyone else to wash our feet. We then use that 
same thinking to excuse us from doing it for others. I wouldn’t like to embarrass them, I don’t 
want to disrespect them, they might be hurt if I ask if I can do something for them that they 
can do for themselves and more. 

We are not good at washing feet for the call to wash feet rarely comes as an order with the 
protocol outlined. We simply do something. Smile at a mother with a noisy child so she knows 
you understand, give a hand to another to get on the tram, open the door for those who are 
different to us, help people find an item in a grocery store just because they can’t find it, give 
a call to some one who is sick, visit someone who is housebound, write your name on a 
petition to change laws that discriminate or to get more action on things like domestic 
violence, refugees or the closing of indigenous remote communities, and so much more. 

As we head into the abyss that is Good Friday, let us remember what Jesus did the night 
before the brutality, violence and blood of that day. He washed his disciples feet. He washed 
Judas’s feet. Worth thinking about. Amen 
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Maundy Thursday Service 

	
Entrance:		
	
Tonight	we	join	a	solemn	journey	of	three	days	
that	has	changed	the	world	
and	our	own	lives.	
	
Followers	of	Jesus	have	been	taking	this	journey	
since	his	first	followers	took	it,	long	ago.	
	
(pause)	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
(pause)	
	
On	the	night	Jesus	took	a	towel	and	basin,	
and	washed	his	disciples'	feet.	
	
On	this	night	he	told	them	to	do	the	same	for	others	
to	show	their	love	for	him	
and	for	one	another.	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
(pause)	
	
On	this	night,	followers	of	Jesus	
have	invited	those	preparing	for	baptism	
to	begin	with	them	a	solemn	vigil	of	prayer	and	fasting	
until	the	day	of	Christ's	resurrection	is	fulfilled.	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
(pause)	
	
On	this	night,	Jesus	broke	bread	and	shared	wine	with	his	followers	
for	the	last	time,	
and	invited	them	to	remember	him	
to	encounter	him	anew,	
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whenever	they	did	the	same.	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
(pause)	
	
On	this	night,	followers	of	Jesus	
have	welcomed	those	who	have	returned	to	the	way	of	Jesus	
after	a	time	of	wandering	
and	a	journey	of	returning.	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
(pause)	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
And	so,	on	this	night,	
we	welcome	the	penitent	--	
all	here	have	wandered-	-	
and	invite	all	preparing	--	
all	here	are	still	learning	--	
to	join	us	in	hearing	and	obeying	
the	commandment	of	our	Master	
and	to	feast	at	his	table,	
that	we	may	love	one	another	
as	he	has	loved	us.	
	
Reading:	John	13:1-17,	31b-35	
	
Now	before	the	festival	of	the	Passover,	Jesus	knew	that	his	hour	had	come	
to	depart	from	this	world	and	go	to	the	Father.	Having	loved	his	own	who	
were	in	the	world,	he	loved	them	to	the	end.	The	devil	had	already	put	it	into	
the	heart	of	Judas	son	of	Simon	Iscariot	to	betray	him.	And	during	supper	
Jesus,	knowing	that	the	Father	had	given	all	things	into	his	hands,	and	that	he	
had	come	from	God	and	was	going	to	God,	got	up	from	the	table,	took	off	his	
outer	robe,	and	tied	a	towel	around	himself.	Then	he	poured	water	into	a	
basin	and	began	to	wash	the	disciples’	feet	and	to	wipe	them	with	the	towel	
that	was	tied	around	him.	He	came	to	Simon	Peter,	who	said	to	him,	‘Lord,	
are	you	going	to	wash	my	feet?’	Jesus	answered,	‘You	do	not	know	now	what	
I	am	doing,	but	later	you	will	understand.’	Peter	said	to	him,	‘You	will	never	
wash	my	feet.’	Jesus	answered,	‘Unless	I	wash	you,	you	have	no	share	with	
me.’	Simon	Peter	said	to	him,	‘Lord,	not	my	feet	only	but	also	my	hands	and	
my	head!’	Jesus	said	to	him,	‘One	who	has	bathed	does	not	need	to	wash,	
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except	for	the	feet,	but	is	entirely	clean.	And	you	are	clean,	though	not	all	of	
you.’	For	he	knew	who	was	to	betray	him;	for	this	reason	he	said,	‘Not	all	of	
you	are	clean.’	
	
After	he	had	washed	their	feet,	had	put	on	his	robe,	and	had	returned	to	the	
table,	he	said	to	them,	‘Do	you	know	what	I	have	done	to	you?	You	call	me	
Teacher	and	Lord—and	you	are	right,	for	that	is	what	I	am.	So	if	I,	your	Lord	
and	Teacher,	have	washed	your	feet,	you	also	ought	to	wash	one	another’s	
feet.	For	I	have	set	you	an	example,	that	you	also	should	do	as	I	have	done	to	
you.	Very	truly,	I	tell	you,	servants	are	not	greater	than	their	master,	nor	are	
messengers	greater	than	the	one	who	sent	them.	If	you	know	these	things,	
you	are	blessed	if	you	do	them.	
	
When	he	had	gone	out,	Jesus	said,	‘Now	the	Son	of	Man	has	been	glorified,	
and	God	has	been	glorified	in	him.	If	God	has	been	glorified	in	him,	God	will	
also	glorify	him	in	himself	and	will	glorify	him	at	once.	Little	children,	I	am	
with	you	only	a	little	longer.	You	will	look	for	me;	and	as	I	said	to	the	Jews	so	
now	I	say	to	you,	“Where	I	am	going,	you	cannot	come.”	I	give	you	a	new	
commandment,	that	you	love	one	another.	Just	as	I	have	loved	you,	you	also	
should	love	one	another.	By	this	everyone	will	know	that	you	are	my	
disciples,	if	you	have	love	for	one	another.’	
	
Sermon/Reflection:	
	
Responding	to	the	Spirit:	Washing	Feet	(Bowl	and	towel	in	front	of	
altar)	
	
Instrumentalists	continue	playing	quietly,	as	the	pastor	says:	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
Jesus	washed	his	disciples'	feet,	
reversing	roles	of	master	and	student	
servant	and	host,	
and	told	them	to	do	the	same	
to	show	the	world	God's	love	
and	theirs.	
	
On	this	night,	we	wash	each	other's	feet,	
obeying	Christ's	command	to	love	one	another	
as	he	has	loved	us.	
	



Easter 2020 - Reflections for Holy Week - Compiled by Rev’d Glenn Loughrey 
	

Email:	vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au			Phone:	0400621554 
	

28	

Come.	
	
Let	Christ	love	you	here,	
and	share	that	love	with	another.	
	
Great	Thanksgiving:	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
And	this	is	the	table	of	love.	
At	this	table,	Christ,	who	loves	us,	is	with	us.	
	
He	is	with	us,	and	we	are	his.	We	belong	to	God.		
	
And	so	we	pray:	
	
We	are	yours,	all	yours,	blessed	Triune	God,	
all	our	lives,	all	our	thanks,	all	our	praise,	
all	our	fears,	all	our	grumbling,	all	our	hesitations,	
all	our	loves,	all	our	joys,	all	our	passions,	
we	give	them	all	to	you,	with	bodies,	and	minds	and	voices.	
Yours,	all	yours!	
	
Yours	the	blessing,	yours	the	praise,	
from	the	unimaginable	silence	before	the	big	bang,	
beyond	the	farthest	reaches	of	time	and	space	we	may	ever	find,	
from	infinity	to	infinity,	everlasting	to	everlasting,	
you	are	God,	boundless	in	love	and	power.	
	
What	are	we	that	you	should	notice	us?	
What	are	we	that	you	should	love	us?	
What	are	we	what	you	should	call	us	into	covenant	with	you,	
a	covenant	we	continually	broke	
and	you	continuously	sustained.	
Mercy!	How	full	of	mercy!	
	
How	can	we	but	praise	you,	
joining	our	voices	with	the	song	of	angels	and	saints,	
seraphim	and	martyrs,	
strangers	and	family	in	every	generation:	
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Accompaniment	slowly	fades	out	as	the	pastor	resumes:	
	
You	are	holy,	O	God!	
You	are	worthy,	O	Christ	
Worthy	in	your	birth!	Worthy	in	your	living!	
Worthy	in	your	loving!	Worthy	in	your	serving!	
You	preached	good	news	that	God's	kingdom	has	drawn	near	
and	gathered	disciples,	then	and	now,	to	learn	and	show	the	world	
what	life	in	God's	reign	means:	
healing	for	the	sick.	
new	life	for	the	dead,	
cleansing	for	the	lepers,	
sight	for	the	blinded,	
food	for	the	hungry,	
freedom	for	the	possessed,	
love	poured	out	for	all.	
	
Worthy	the	night	you	took	a	towel	and	basin,	
washed	your	disciples'	feet,	
and	taught	them	to	do	likewise.	
	
Worthy	too,	the	same	night	we	betrayed	you,	
when	you	took	the	bread,	blessed	it	and	broke	it,	
and	gave	it	to	your	disciples.	
	
Worthy	when	you	told	them,	
"This	is	my	body	broken	for	you.	Remember	me."	
We	remember.	
	
Worthy	when	you	took	the	cup,	
praised	God	and	shared	it,	
and	worthy	when	you	said,	
"This	is	my	life	given	for	you.	Remember	me."	
We	remember.	
	
We	remember,	and	we	praise	you	with	our	lives	
and	these	gifts	of	bread	and	wine,	
proclaiming	with	one	voice	the	mystery	of	faith:	
	
Christ	has	died.		
Christ	is	risen.		
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Christ	will	come	again.	
	
Come	upon	us,	Holy	Spirit.	
Come	upon	these	gifts.	
Make	them	be	for	us	Christ's	body,	Christ's	life.	
	
Make	us	one	body	in	Christ	enlivened	in	love	by	his	life.	
One	in	heart,	one	in	mind,	one	in	you,	Holy	Spirit.	
	
The	presider	breaks	the	bread	and	lifts	the	cup.	
	
Thanksgiving	after	Communion:	
	
Thank	you,	God,	for	uniting	us	with	Jesus	in	this	holy	mystery.	
We	are	no	longer	our	own,	but	yours.	
So	send	us,	and	put	us	to	leading	and	serving,	
loving	as	you	have	loved	us	
wherever	we	go.	Amen.	
	
This	is	the	night	of	love.	
	
Blessing:	
Christ	our	Saviour	draw	you	to	himself,	
that	you	may	find	in	him	crucified	
a	sure	ground	for	faith,	
a	firm	support	for	hope,	
and	the	assurance	of	sin	forgiven.	
and	the	blessing	of	God	almighty,	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	
be	upon	you	and	remain	with	you	always.	Amen.	
	
Dismissal:	
	
Go	forth	in	the	strength	of	this	feast,	in	the	care	of	this	community,	and	with	
the	love	and	blessing	of	our	God.	Amen.	
	
  



Easter 2020 - Reflections for Holy Week - Compiled by Rev’d Glenn Loughrey 
	

Email:	vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au			Phone:	0400621554 
	

31	

 

Good Friday: 
Witnessing the Unimaginable 

John 18:1-19:42 

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the Kidron 
valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples entered. Now 
Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there with his 
disciples. So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief 
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and 
weapons. Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked 
them, ‘For whom are you looking?’ They answered, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus replied, ‘I 
am he.’ Judas, who betrayed him, was standing with them. When Jesus said to them, ‘I 
am he’, they stepped back and fell to the ground. Again he asked them, ‘For whom are 
you looking?’ And they said, ‘Jesus of Nazareth.’ Jesus answered, ‘I told you that I am 
he. So if you are looking for me, let these men go.’ This was to fulfil the word that he 
had spoken, ‘I did not lose a single one of those whom you gave me.’ Then Simon Peter, 
who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The 
slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, ‘Put your sword back into its sheath. Am 
I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?’ 

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him. First 
they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest that 
year. Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one 
person die for the people. 

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to the 
high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but Peter was 
standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to the high priest, 
went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought Peter in. The 
woman said to Peter, ‘You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?’ He said, ‘I 
am not.’ Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, 
and they were standing round it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing 
with them and warming himself. 

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching. Jesus 
answered, ‘I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in synagogues and 
in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do 
you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I said.’ When 
he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, ‘Is 
that how you answer the high priest?’ Jesus answered, ‘If I have spoken wrongly, testify 
to the wrong. But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?’ Then Annas sent him 
bound to Caiaphas the high priest. 
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Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, ‘You are not also 
one of his disciples, are you?’ He denied it and said, ‘I am not.’ One of the slaves of the 
high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, asked, ‘Did I not see you 
in the garden with him?’ Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed. 

Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the 
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual 
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. So Pilate went out to them and said, 
‘What accusation do you bring against this man?’ They answered, ‘If this man were not 
a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him 
yourselves and judge him according to your law.’ The Jews replied, ‘We are not 
permitted to put anyone to death.’ (This was to fulfil what Jesus had said when he 
indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, ‘Are you 
the King of the Jews?’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell 
you about me?’ Pilate replied, ‘I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief 
priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?’ Jesus answered, ‘My 
kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers 
would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my 
kingdom is not from here.’ Pilate asked him, ‘So you are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to 
the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.’ Pilate asked him, 
‘What is truth?’ 

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, ‘I find no case 
against him. But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover. Do 
you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?’ They shouted in reply, ‘Not this 
man, but Barabbas!’ Now Barabbas was a bandit. 

Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns 
and put it on his head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. They kept coming up to 
him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ and striking him on the face. Pilate went out again 
and said to them, ‘Look, I am bringing him out to you to let you know that I find no case 
against him.’ So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. 
Pilate said to them, ‘Here is the man!’ When the chief priests and the police saw him, 
they shouted, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’ Pilate said to them, ‘Take him yourselves and 
crucify him; I find no case against him.’ The Jews answered him, ‘We have a law, and 
according to that law he ought to die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.’ 

Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. He entered his 
headquarters again and asked Jesus, ‘Where are you from?’ But Jesus gave him no 
answer. Pilate therefore said to him, ‘Do you refuse to speak to me? Do you not know 
that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?’ Jesus answered him, ‘You 
would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the 
one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.’ From then on Pilate tried to 



Easter 2020 - Reflections for Holy Week - Compiled by Rev’d Glenn Loughrey 
	

Email:	vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au			Phone:	0400621554 
	

33	

release him, but the Jews cried out, ‘If you release this man, you are no friend of the 
emperor. Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself against the emperor.’ 

When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench 
at a place called The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. Now it was the day of 
Preparation for the Passover; and it was about noon. He said to the Jews, ‘Here is your 
King!’ They cried out, ‘Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!’ Pilate asked them, 
‘Shall I crucify your King?’ The chief priests answered, ‘We have no king but the 
emperor.’ Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

So they took Jesus; and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The 
Place of the Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. There they crucified him, and 
with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus between them. Pilate also had an 
inscription written and put on the cross. It read, ‘Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the 
Jews.’ Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. Then 
the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, ‘Do not write, “The King of the Jews”, but, 
“This man said, I am King of the Jews.” ’ Pilate answered, ‘What I have written I have 
written.’ When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them 
into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was 
seamless, woven in one piece from the top. So they said to one another, ‘Let us not tear 
it, but cast lots for it to see who will get it.’ This was to fulfil what the scripture says, 
‘They divided my clothes among themselves, 
   and for my clothing they cast lots.’ 
And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother and the 
disciple whom he loved standing beside her, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, here is 
your son.’ Then he said to the disciple, ‘Here is your mother.’ And from that hour the 
disciple took her into his own home. 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfil the 
scripture), ‘I am thirsty.’ A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a 
sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and held it to his mouth. When Jesus had 
received the wine, he said, ‘It is finished.’ Then he bowed his head and gave up his 
spirit. 

Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross 
during the sabbath, especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So 
they asked Pilate to have the legs of the crucified men broken and the bodies 
removed. Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who 
had been crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already 
dead, they did not break his legs. Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a 
spear, and at once blood and water came out. (He who saw this has testified so that 
you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he knows that he tells the truth.) These 
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things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, ‘None of his bones shall be 
broken.’ And again another passage of scripture says, ‘They will look on the one whom 
they have pierced.’ 

After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret 
one because of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. 
Pilate gave him permission; so he came and removed his body. Nicodemus, who had at 
first come to Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, 
weighing about a hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the 
spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of the Jews. Now there was a 
garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there was a new tomb in 
which no one had ever been laid. And so, because it was the Jewish day of Preparation, 
and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

********************** 

Writing a Good Friday sermon is difficult. The violence, injustice and incredible cruelty of the 
incident is overpowering. The machinations of those involved maintaining power and control, 
to manipulate those in charge to do their bidding and the fear-full failure of those who 
followed Jesus is almost impossible to accept. We struggle with the pain of this event and, 
perhaps most of all, the sense of abandonment experienced by Jesus – by both God and those 
whom he had lived amongst.  

John presents Jesus as assured and confident throughout both his Gospel and this event. He is 
the symbol of one who has unbreakable faith in God. Jesus is depicted by John as an icon to 
be grasped as the standard of faith for all within the Johnannine community in their battle 
with tradition and society.  

On the cross there is none of the brokenness of Gethsemane and the cry of despair we find in 
Mark. Even the words ‘It is finished’ (19:30) signify Jesus has confidently completed the task 
given to him, to make the Father known. While it is often linked to the atoning for sins as if 
Jesus is saying: I have made the sacrifice of my body, which I came to make on behalf of 
creation, this is not John’s point. This would certainly be the way the author of Hebrews 
would read it, but it is not John’s emphasis, nor is it mine.  

Instead the focus is Jesus’ faithfulness to the Father’s commission revealed even in the face of 
suffering which despite the confidence is real. The effect is to reveal love and expose hate and 
so offer a new beginning.  

What a challenging mission this was and is. It cost Jesus is life. It cost the one who was there 
at the beginning of creation his being in this world, and revealed that being as the Christ of 
the Cosmos. It cost beyond measure and the cruelty was beyond pain and was achieved in 
great silence and deep stillness. It was the silence of being laid bare without the comfort of 
the felt presence of God or those who were close to him. Even if people were there, there is a 
deep silence in suffering separating the one suffering from all who attempt to be present. It is 
deep, private, harrowing and uncommunicable.  
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There is no way anyone else can understand the depth of our personal suffering, what ever it 
is and how ever it manifests itself. The danger is we may try and emulate the response of 
John’s Jesus and find ourselves unable to be as iconic, stoic or faithful as John portrays it. I 
doubt that that was the reality.  

In 2010 I walked the Ranau to Sandakan death march for the first time. This was the march at 
the very end of the Second World War the Japanese army forced 2,434 prisoners of war to 
undertake. Only 6 survived and they men who escaped. When we walked the track we did so 
for a soldier who died. Mine was Padre Harold Wardle-Greenwood. He was a brave and 
compassionate man who cared for the dying in his group of 50 on the March.  

Yet, Lynette Silver writes “Harold Wardle-Greenwood had comforted the dying and 
disconsolate for so long that he was now broken physically and spiritually. He had lost his faith 
in a God who, he believed had forsaken them. Indeed,” Silver continues, “it would have taken 
a man of superhuman faith to have believed such death and suffering was God’s will”.  

In 2012 I walked for Padre Thompson. As I sat on the top of the hill where Thompson died, I 
had little doubt that if it had been me that I too would have felt completely abandoned by 
God. The hill, even for a well fed well rested reasonably fit person was a challenge, coming 
after several days of walking through the intense heat, the suffocating humidity, the rain and 
the unceasing red gluggy mud sticking to your boots.  

For men who had had no nourishment, were sick with a range of debilitating illnesses and 
lugging twice their body weight in equipment, it must have been hell only punctuated by the 
sounds of shots as the guards shot another soldier and rolled them over the edge. This was 
suffering that could have been avoided if appropriate action had been taken when it was 
planned. It was suffering that was covered up and forgotten about for over 40 years.  

This was suffering that was real and needless. This was suffering of the deep silence only Jesus 
could share for only the suffering of Jesus on the cross is able to replicate the abandonment 
these men felt. Keith Botterill, a survivor, comments they kept going in the hope that 
someone would survive to tell their story. 6 men fulfilled that hope.  

John portrays Jesus as confident in God to glorify him for his faithfulness unto death, yet I 
wonder if that is exactly how Jesus felt? Would Jesus have been disappointed if the situation 
had been resolved and he had continued to live and be in the world? Would it have been a 
failure if the Jews and the Romans had recognised the mission of Jesus and changed their way 
of being?  

For us who may find ourselves in the midst of the silence of an absent God, are we expected 
to be as iconic as Jesus and plough on with unbruised hope? Is this a realistic ask of people 
facing a diagnosis of cancer for themselves or some they love; for someone who has lost their 
livelihood and home; for someone who despite all their efforts are unable to work or get 
work; for those who are burying families due to the insanity of war; or those unable to be with 
their family because of incarceration?  
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Yes, John, you can hold Jesus up as a model but remember Jesus was human as well as divine 
and felt every abandonment by his friends, every lash of tongue and whip, and every hammer 
blow, just like those others who were crucified at the same time. He too would have felt 
submerged in the abyss of a silent God.  

Where does that leave us? Do we join with John and see Jesus the icon of suffering we are to 
emulate or do we to look beneath the story and see the struggle of a human being deeply 
broken by a death he would rather have avoided? How do we make sense of his and our 
suffering? How de we hang on when we are dying, in whatever form that particular death 
takes, and hope in hope itself. We can appeal to the resurrection as the evidence of hope but 
is that always possible, or do we lose sight of Sunday while we are alone in Friday?  

There are no quick answers. Yes, John’s Jesus shows how to grasp the hope but be not 
disappointed if you find yourself incapable of doing so. Jesus has already done it on your 
behalf for he is the only one who knows the depth of God’s silence you feel. Hang onto him. 
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Saturday: 
The Dark Abyss: 

Luke 24:1-12 

But	on	the	first	day	of	the	week,	at	early	dawn,	they	came	to	the	tomb,	taking	the	
spices	that	they	had	prepared.	They	found	the	stone	rolled	away	from	the	tomb,	but	
when	they	went	in,	they	did	not	find	the	body.	While	they	were	perplexed	about	this,	
suddenly	two	men	in	dazzling	clothes	stood	beside	them.	The	women	were	terrified	
and	bowed	their	faces	to	the	ground,	but	the	men	said	to	them,	‘Why	do	you	look	for	
the	living	among	the	dead?	He	is	not	here,	but	has	risen.	Remember	how	he	told	you,	
while	he	was	still	in	Galilee,	that	the	Son	of	Man	must	be	handed	over	to	sinners,	and	
be	crucified,	and	on	the	third	day	rise	again.’	Then	they	remembered	his	words,	and	
returning	from	the	tomb,	they	told	all	this	to	the	eleven	and	to	all	the	rest.	Now	it	was	
Mary	Magdalene,	Joanna,	Mary	the	mother	of	James,	and	the	other	women	with	them	
who	told	this	to	the	apostles.	But	these	words	seemed	to	them	an	idle	tale,	and	they	
did	not	believe	them.	But	Peter	got	up	and	ran	to	the	tomb;	stooping	and	looking	in,	
he	saw	the	linen	cloths	by	themselves;	then	he	went	home,	amazed	at	what	had	
happened.	

***************** 

24 ”But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices 
that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3but when they 

went in, they did not find the body.” 

Matthew 28:1-10 

After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary went to look at the tomb. 

David Ewart, 2013. "This lesson contains no resurrection. But this lesson also contains trusting 
the amazing void." 

Sometimes a nod is as good as wink, don’t you think? As a kid I thought so. If I didn’t get a 
direct no to something I asked my parents, teacher or someone supposedly in charge, then I 
took it as a yes. A nod is as good as a wink. The result; I was in trouble more times than I 
thought fair. 

On Easter eve we need to be careful to not invoke that saying here. The women come to the 
tomb. They have a special task to do. They had the necessary spices to anoint the body with 
even though the Romans had sealed the tomb. Were they aware of this or were they 
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expecting to have the customary access to the body? They were surprised, not that the stone 
had been rolled away, like they were expecting to be able to get in. 

What they were surprised at was the fact that the body was missing. As I am sure you and I 
would be. What they had expected was not the case. How did this happen? What had 
happened? Even the words attributed to the young men in shining clothes only hint at the 
possibility of a resurrection. It is not enough for the Peter and the disciples. They need more 
than a nod is as good as a wink, and they go home and put all down to the emotion of the 
moment. 

David Ewart suggests: "This passage contains no resurrection. But this lesson also contains 
trusting the amazing void." 

What a powerful though for us as we envisage what is to come, “trusting the amazing void”. 
Nothing is definite. It could be or it could not be. What we seek may come and it may not 
come. Children waiting for the tooth fairy, Santa Claus and Easter Bunny embrace the amazing 
void – that huge dark hole between when they start wishing for the special day and when it 
actually comes. 

Dogs live in the present moment so much that when you say I’ll be back in an hour, they 
immediately look at you and go ‘are you back yet?” There is no gap between now and later, all 
is now. 

Not for us humans and we often want to rush over the void to the moment when all is as it 
should be. We will do anything to get by the ‘amazing void”. The idea of trusting it is foreign 
to us. We need certainty, health, happiness, control. The dark place of emptiness and 
uncertainty is to be avoided at all costs. Yet for many of us we will spend a great deal of time 
in that place and be asked to trust it as a place of renewal, hope and possibility. 

Our world is full of those who have to trust the un-trustable and find a new way of making 
meaning. It is often just the courage to keep on keeping on, doing what needs to be done, and 
doing it over and over again. 

Mother Teresa writes in her letters to her spiritual advisors that for some 30 years she had no 
confirmation of the presence of Jesus. Somewhere along the way Jesus had seemed to 
disappear yet she kept on doing what she was called to do, even in the midst of the dark and 
threatening void. 

Henri Nouwen, Catholic priest and writer, Thomas Merton, modern mystic Eckhart Tolle and 
others all talk about the dark night of soul in which they were forced to trust when all seemed 
lost. 

Easter Eve is that moment in the story of holy week. Jesus has died on the cross and been 
placed in the tomb. Now, when they thought they at least had the certainty of his body, they 
are left with no thing to mourn. The dark place of mourning just got darker. When you think it 
can’t get any worse, it does. Murphys’ rule and Murphy was an optimist! 



Easter 2020 - Reflections for Holy Week - Compiled by Rev’d Glenn Loughrey 
	

Email:	vicar@stoswaldsgleniris.net.au			Phone:	0400621554 
	

39	

Yet there is a glimmer of light, a word that points to the possibility of a risen Jesus. For Mary 
and the women this sends them running back to the men. For Peter it is just another strange 
event in his experience of Jesus and seems to far fetched and bewildering to even consider. 

All this leaves them with a void, an amazing void, a void that is the tomb and the incredulity of 
the situation. So this is what Jesus talked about at the temple about pulling it down and 
building it up in three days, is this what he meant? Surely not. Yet….. 

Sitting in the dark place of hopelessness and bewilderment allows our senses and reason to 
expand to embrace the possibility, to get us looking for something else, something that 
transcends and transform our situation. We need to take the time to allow the mysteries held 
in the void to become clear to us and to speak into our lives, not all at once, a little bit at a 
time. For Mary and Peter and the disciples the empty tomb and the possibility of a 
resurrected Jesus was too much to hold at one time, and needed time to allow them to begin 
to embrace the situation. 

Loss of health, death of a loved one, a tragic accident, shocking news and more can hurl us 
into this amazing void from which we will eventually emerge transformed and different, but 
not all at once. We have to sit in it and allow it to unfold itself one frame at a time over, often, 
a lengthy period of time. 

Like the Easter story from Palm Sunday to Easter day we are asked to sit in each space and 
explore the experience of that day, the challenge of Palm Sunday, the love of Maundy 
Thursday, the violence of Good Friday and now the void of the empty tomb. 

Each will unfold itself as it will and you will be transformed by the journey. Amen. 
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Easter: 
Dawn Breaks Slowly 

Matthew 28:1-10 

After	the	sabbath,	as	the	first	day	of	the	week	was	dawning,	Mary	Magdalene	and	the	
other	Mary	went	to	see	the	tomb.	And	suddenly	there	was	a	great	earthquake;	for	an	
angel	of	the	Lord,	descending	from	heaven,	came	and	rolled	back	the	stone	and	sat	on	
it.	His	appearance	was	like	lightning,	and	his	clothing	white	as	snow.	For	fear	of	him	
the	guards	shook	and	became	like	dead	men.	But	the	angel	said	to	the	women,	‘Do	
not	be	afraid;	I	know	that	you	are	looking	for	Jesus	who	was	crucified.	He	is	not	here;	
for	he	has	been	raised,	as	he	said.	Come,	see	the	place	where	he	lay.	Then	go	quickly	
and	tell	his	disciples,	“He	has	been	raised	from	the	dead,	and	indeed	he	is	going	ahead	
of	you	to	Galilee;	there	you	will	see	him.”	This	is	my	message	for	you.’	So	they	left	the	
tomb	quickly	with	fear	and	great	joy,	and	ran	to	tell	his	disciples.	Suddenly	Jesus	met	
them	and	said,	‘Greetings!’	And	they	came	to	him,	took	hold	of	his	feet,	and	
worshipped	him.	Then	Jesus	said	to	them,	‘Do	not	be	afraid;	go	and	tell	my	brothers	to	
go	to	Galilee;	there	they	will	see	me.’	

************** 

“9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of 
his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell 
my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

What strikes me about this little dialogue is the direction Jesus gives to the disciples to return 
to where it all began. Jesus asks the two Mary’s to go and tell the disciples that they will see 
him Galilee. The angel had already said that this was the plan that Jesus was going ahead of 
them to Galilee.  

It does seem a little odd that the resurrected Jesus would want to go back to the beginning 
and not to move forward into new places and new territories. A worldly leader would have 
used this amazing return as the opportunity for an assault on power and control. No politician 
worth his or her salt would take a step backward when he or she held the element of surprise.  

Surely Jesus would want himself and his team to capitalise of the element of surprise his 
return would bring, surely a resurrected Jesus would attract the crowds and see a massive 
upward movement in the popularity polls? Surely Jerusalem would have been a better place 
to go and be seen? Surely there the kingdom of God project would get some traction and 
bring out about justice, freedom and healing that was so desperately needed?  

No, they are to go to Galilee and begin again without a leader to grab the limelight and give 
them the upper hand. The campaign begins again, this time it is not about an incarnate Christ 
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but a Christ incarnate in the disciples. The emphasis shifts from the Son of God to those 
empowered by the Cosmic Christ, the spirit of the Son of God. The disciples are to be 
themselves by being empowered by the spirit of God and to live out Christ in their own lives.  

This is a powerful message. This is no longer about the physical presence of God changing lives 
and challenging authority, this will be about the ordinary men and women from Galilee 
standing up and taking responsibility. They return to Galilee for the transition of authority and 
responsibility, for Jesus to hand over the reins of the kingdom to ordinary men wand women 
now empowered by the resurrection Spirit.  

We all have to return to the beginning at some point in our lives be it our faith lives or 
ordinary lives, to go back to where we first commenced our journey and take the time to 
recalibrate our compass to ensure we are in touch with the Source of all being. Galilee was 
the place where they first encountered the Source of Life and it is where Jesus takes them as 
they begin the second half of their journey.  

There was an ad on TV, which said, ‘If I only knew then what I know now’. Returning to the 
place where we started our journey allows us space for a new perspective on our life, our 
achievements and our troubles. It allows us to put down our roots once again and to step 
forward with a sense of confidence and hope. 

After the time spent in hidden spaces fearful of the response of the authorities after Jesus 
death, the disciples have returned to the familiar, the in place, the familiar in faces and the 
familiar in activity. They regrouped and rediscovered what drove them to go with Jesus in the 
first place. They rediscovered their first love and Jesus allows them the grace to do so, the 
opportunity to grieve his physical loss and to gain the fervour of their first love reborn. It is 
this love that takes them on through Pentecost into the world to plant the church in a world 
that had crucified the Christ.  

The scenes we see at Galilee reflect the scenes they experienced of Jesus when he first called 
them – fishing, sharing a fish barbecue and stepping forward to follow Jesus by leaving their 
boats behind. This time they do it out of an experiential love of the truth he shared with them, 
the truth he became to them and the truth he implanted in them through the Spirit. This time 
they go not blindly and without knowing, but open eyed and knowing what is possible.  

When we first discover faith when we are young w e want it all. We want to change the world, 
to tell everyone what we have found and to grab it all for ourselves. As we grow older and 
stuff happens we may become jaded and disillusioned by others and by our expectations of 
God – our fish love begins to take over. At some point in our lives we begin to discover 
wisdom not knowledge, stillness not activity and we begin to return to first love, albeit very 
differently than the first time. It is in these mature and often later years of our lives that we 
begin to live lives of faith, hope and love based on experience and grace, not energy and 
enthusiasm of which there was plenty of the first time around for the disciples.  

Now they and we begin to relax into the presence of the Christ through the Spirit And trust 
that all indeed will be well no matter how dark it may seem. On this Easter Day we, you and I, 
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may be being called back to Galilee, back to those first experiences of faith, hope and love in 
the being of Jesus the Christ and being asked to begin again, but this time with greater 
mindfulness and focus on the presence the Source, the Spirit in our personal life and the life 
of the whole creation. Maybe this glorious day is the day we begin again without the angst of 
unknowing and of the expectation of success, only to rest in the knowledge that we are not 
alone and all things are possible. Amen 
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