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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please make 
yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may introduce 

you to other members of the congregation. 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

First Sunday after Christmas 
29 December, 2019 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting  
Together in Song 756 

and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn   TiS  293 
 

Holy Communion  Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Isaiah 63: 7—9 
  Psalm 148 
  Hebrews 2: 10—18 
  Matthew 2: 13—23 

After the Sermon  P. 124 

Offertory Hymn   TiS 319 

After the Collection  P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 143 

Final Hymn   TiS 301 

Today’s Ministries 
9.30 am Server W. Harrison 
  Reader W. Harrison 
  Cantor H. Dunleavy 
  Intercessor C. Adams 
  Communion M. Lester 
    J. Warfe 
  Welcome / J. Haigh 
        Offertory R. Shapcott 
  Counting R. Adams 
    
  Morning Tea  L. McBeth 
  Bins R. Adams 
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From the Vicar 

This Christmas I have been contemplating the world in which we live, a 
world in which most of us live somewhere other than where we were born. 
It is a world my parents found hard to understand. They never lived more 
than 50 miles from where they were born. With few exceptions, neither 
had any of their family. When their youngest son moved to England and 
then their granddaughter moved to Japan, they were at a loss to make 
sense of it. Bravely they visited several times, but only as visitors and 
always returning to familiar surroundings. 
 
How different it is today. We live in a world of constant movement. Not 
only is the world around us changing at an incredible pace, people we know 
and love are on the move. Some move permanently and make a home in 
another land far, far away. Others seem to be always on the move.  
 
We are surrounded by people who have fled wars, violence and 
persecution. Today we see people taking great risks to save their families, 
getting on unsafe boats at great cost and travelling in search of a 
welcoming land, often in vain. 
 
Yet this movement of people is not new. The Bible tells the myths of the 
Patriarchs who were called out of their land in search of a promised place, 
of people being forcibly moved into exile and then finding their way out to 
continue the journey of hope and freedom. So it is no surprise that Jesus’ 
family also became refugees.  
 
How is our faith affected by a Jesus more acquainted with poverty and fear 
than with the comfort and entitlement we now live with? What is our 
response to others who find themselves in the same place as Jesus? 
 
It’s a big question. 
 
Glenn  
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Diary for the week  
 

Tuesday 31 December 2019 
11 am Holy Communion at Samarinda 

Lodge 
Wednesday  
10 am  No Holy Communion until  
     5 February 2020. 
Sunday 5 January 2020 

Epiphany of our Lord 
9.30 am Joint 8 am and 10 am Service 

Readings 5 January, 2020 
Isaiah 60: 1—6 

Psalm 72: 1—7, 10—14 
Ephesians 3: 1—12 
Matthew 2: 1—12 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Rwanda (Bp Alexis Bilindabagabo and Bp Manasseh Gahim); Gambia  
(Bp James Allen Yaw Odico); Diocese of Wangaratta;  
Archdeaconry of La Trobe; Brimbank. 

Baptisms 
 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Ann Ringrose, Caroline Clatworthy, Gaye Loughrey,  
Harv Wilson, Ron Pritchard. 

Departed 
Rex Walsh, Dorrie Warren, Angie Angela, Florence Rowell, Rev.Harry Robinson. 

Link Parish 
St. Thomas Pyramid Hill & Boort in the 

Diocese of Bendigo www.pyramidhill.net.au  
Contact Person:  Helen Bartels    

hm.bartels@bigpond.com  
Please pray for our link community at  

Pyramid Hill & Boort. 

Mission Giving for the  
Christmas Bowl  Envelopes are available at the back of the church and in the pews. 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday 9am‐1pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Dr. Houston Dunleavy  0413 845 020 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Richard Carter 9569 9398 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1043 
Hall Hire                   )     0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
            Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  
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Today we read about the child Jesus and his family becoming refugees and 
the mass killing of boys under two because of a king’s senseless status 
anxiety. Pray for all children who are caught up in circumstances they can 
neither control nor understand – remembering especially victims of 

neglect, and of physical, sexual and emotional abuse, and of organised trafficking for 
slavery.  

• Give thanks this week for all who work to protect children from maltreatment. 

• Give thanks for the work and witness of USPG, ABM’s sister organisation in the 
UK and Ireland. 

Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019 

New MINISTRIES ROSTER:  February 9th – April 26th 2020 
 

The first roster of the new decade needs to be issued in mid January! It will cover 
the period February 9th to April 26th. Easter Sunday is April 12th 2020. As usual 
would roster members please indicate on the clipboard sheets, at the rear of the 
church, all the dates when they are not available for duty. 
If it is more convenient for you, please email me your dates to  
rjcarter294@hotmail.com   
Thank you.        Dick Carter 9569 9398 

The Vicar will be on leave for one week during January commencing Monday 6th 
January as well as two weeks Study Leave from 13th  to 26th January and will only 
be taking Sunday services. There will be no Wednesday Services at 10 am until 
Wednesday 5th February. 
 
Carol will have the church mobile for any enquiries—0400 621 554.  All other 
phones will be diverted to this number. 
 
There will be no Samarinda Services. 
 
The office will be manned by Cheryl Neaves with student on Monday and 
Tuesday and Sylvanie with student on Wednesday. 
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TODAY'S READINGS & PRAYER 

Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those 
who are being tested. Hebrews 2.18  

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of the refugees, 
sharing the exile road 
with all who flee the violence that enslaves and kills: 
as your Son sought asylum in a foreign land 
make us ready to welcome the refugee 
and receive from her a new language of life and hope; 
through Jesus Chris, Rachel’s child.  Amen. 
 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah   [Isaiah 63: 7—9] 
 
7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord , 
     the praiseworthy acts of the Lord , 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
     and the great favour to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
     according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8 For he said, ‘Surely they are my people, 
     children who will not deal falsely’; 
and he became their saviour 
9 in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel 
     but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
     he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old.  

  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 148 

Cantor: 
Alleluia. 
Praise the Lord from the heavens; 
praise him in the heights. 
Praise him, all you his angels; 
praise him, all his host.        R 
 
Praise him, sun and moon; 
praise him, all you stars of light. 
Praise him, heaven of heavens, 
and you waters above the heavens.      R 
 
Let them praise the name of the Lord, 
for he commanded and they were created. 
He gave them fast for ever and ever; 
he gave them a law which shall not pass away.    R 
 
Praise the Lord from the earth, 
you sea monsters and all deeps; 
Fire and hail, snow and mist, 
tempestuous wind, fulfilling his word;     R 
 
Mountains and all hills, 
fruit trees and all cedars; 
Wild beasts and all cattle, 
creeping things and birds on the wing;     R 
 
Kings of the earth and all peoples, 
princes and all rulers of the world; 
Young men and women, 
old and young together; 
let them praise the name of the Lord.     R 
 
For his name only is exalted, 
his splendour above earth and heaven. 
He has raised up the horn of his people 
and praise for all his faithful servants, 
the children of Israel, a people who are near him. Allleluia. R   
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© Broughton Publishing 1995 

 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews   [Hebrews 2: 10—18] 
 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 
11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For 
this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12 saying, 
‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, 
     in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.’ 
13 And again, 
‘I will put my trust in him.’And again, 
‘Here am I and the children whom God has given me.’ 
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared 
the same things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the 
power of death, that is, the devil, 
15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of 
Abraham. 
17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so 
that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a 
sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. 
18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who 
are being tested.  
 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church, 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Please Stand  
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Gospel Acclamation May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
 And the fullness of his message live within you. 
 

The Gospel        [Matthew 2: 13—23] 
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 
14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 
15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
     wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
     she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 
20 ‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 
21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of 
Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went 
away to the district of Galilee. 
23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’  

 
  For the Gospel of the Lord    
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 


