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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please make 
yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may introduce 

you to other members of the congregation. 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
22 December, 2019 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting  
Together in Song 756 

and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn   TiS  290 
 

Advent Liturgy—see page 2 
 

Holy Communion  Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Isaiah 7: 10—16 
  Psalm 80: 1—7, 17—19 
  Romans 1: 1—7 
  Matthew 1: 18—25 

After the Sermon  P. 124 

Offertory Hymn   TiS 289 

After the Collection  P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 143 

Final Hymn   TiS 281 

The flowers for Christmas are given 
by Tawin in loving memory of her 
husband LESLIE ARMER and from an 
anonymous family. 

Today’s Ministries 
8 am Reader J. Warfe 
 Communion J. Warfe 
 Counter B. Loh 
10 am Server P. Johnson 
 Reader R. Adams 
 Cantor H. Dunleavy 
 Intercessor R. Pritchard 
 Communion R. & R. Pritchard  
 Welcome / W. & D. Johnson 
     Offertory  
 Counting B. Gill 
    
 Morning Tea P. Dalrymple 
   J. Haigh 
 Bins R. Adams 

Tonight at 8 pm  
Festival of Carols and 

Lessons 
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Advent Liturgy — Advent 4—Mary 
 

Jesus said, 'Anyone who does what my Father in heaven wants  
is my brother or sister or mother.' 
 
I am the servant of the Lord. 
Let it be to me according to his word. 

 
The fourth candle is lit 
 
Jesus is the light of the world 
   A light no darkness can ever put out. 
 
All Sing  

1. Advent candles tell their story 
as we watch and pray,  
longing for  
the Day of Glory, 
'Come, Lord, soon,' we say. 
Pain and sorrow,  
tears and sadness, 
changed for gladness 
on that Day. 
 

2. Prophet voices loudly crying, 
Making pathways clear; 
Glimpsing glory, self‐denying, 
Calling all to hear. 
Through their message— 
   challenged, 
Shaken ‐ 
Hearts awaken: 
God is near. 

3. John the Baptist, by his preaching  
and by water poured, 
Brought to those  
   who heard his teaching 
News of hope restored: 
'Keep your vision  
   strong and steady, 
And be ready  
For the Lord. 

 
4. Mary's gift, beyond all telling, 

was to give Christ Room. 
She gave God a human dwelling 
in a mother's womb. 
Who could guess the final story? 
— cross and glory; 
empty tomb! 
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From the Vicar 

When the unthinkable occurs we may find ourselves operating in a daze, a 
dreamlike state where nothing feels real and everything seems a mirage. 
How did this happen? What does it mean? What do I do now? How am I 
going to cope with this and the fallout from this situation? We can lose 
touch with the world we live in and become bamboozled by anxiety, 
frustration and stress. 
 
Joseph is just a man. Mary is just a woman. Two material beings plunged 
into the unreal world of an unwanted child in a time when for this to occur 
was an outrage. How do you handle not only the possibility of a child but 
the tragic consequences which was the normal response to such an event? 
In Matthews retelling of the story agency is given to both Mary and Joseph 
to steer this little family through the crisis. 
 
The story of Mary and Joseph and baby Jesus is the story of each little 
family in this world. They, as we, are given the agency to make decisions, to 
take action and to raise children in the midst of an often difficult time and 
space. They are not robots following divine decrees, they are real people 
making real decisions in a very real world. 
 
Yes, God is present but God has given the agency to them, two material 
people in a material world, and they decide and take action without any 
real idea where this will take them.  
 
Just like we do every day if you think about it. 
 
Glenn 
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Diary for the week  
 

Tuesday 24 December—Christmas Eve 
4 pm Children’s Christmas Service 
8 pm Sung Eucharist and Carols  
Wednesday 25 December—Christmas Day 
8 am  Holy Communion 
10 am  Sung Eucharist and Carols 
Sunday 29 December 

First Sunday after Christmas 
9.30 am Joint 8 am and 10 am Service 

Readings 29 December 
Isaiah 63: 7—9 

Psalm 148 
Hebrews 2: 10—18 
Matthew 2: 13—23 

Link Parish 
St. Thomas Pyramid Hill & Boort in the 

Diocese of Bendigo www.pyramidhill.net.au  
Contact Person:  Helen Bartels    

hm.bartels@bigpond.com  
Please pray for our link community at  

Pyramid Hill & Boort. 

Mission Giving for the  
Christmas Bowl  Envelopes are available at the back of the church and in the pews. 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday 9am‐1pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Dr. Houston Dunleavy  0413 845 020 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Richard Carter 9569 9398 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1043 
Hall Hire                   )     0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
            Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  

They shall name him Emmanuel, which means, ‘God is with us’. What a 
profound concept – that God should take on human form and become 
one of us – what the poet John Betjeman called ‘the most tremendous 
tale of all’ in his poem, ‘Christmas’. We wait in anticipation for the 
Incarnation when God comes to us wearing the clothes of humanity, and 

allows us to become  like God by participating in God’s life. Alleluya! Salvation is at hand! 

• Pray this week that you may become more and more like God himself by 
following the example of Jesus. 

• Give thanks for the work and witness of the Anglican Church of Papua New 
Guinea, remembering especially today the staff and students at Newton 
Theological College in Popondetta. 

 
Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner 

© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019 
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Intercessions 
For the church: 

Pray for Christians in other denominations and the work of the ecumenical movement; 
Bishop of Rome (His Holiness Pope Francis); New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch (Abp 
Bartholomew of Constantinople); General Secretary of the World Council of Churches 
(Bp Dr Olav Fykse Tveit); General Secretary World Methodist Council (Bp Ivan M 
Abrahams); General Secretary of the World Communion of Reformed Churches (Bp 
Chris Ferguson); Diocese of Perth; Archdeaconry of Kew; St Agnes' Black Rock; 
Confirmation Service in Wangaratta; Church of Emmanuel Anglican Church, Oakleigh; 
St Oswald’s, Glen Iris – Carol Service (Bp Paul Barker); Melbourne Assessment Prison 
(MAP) – Advent Service; St Alban the Martyr, St Albans. 

Baptisms 
 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Ann Ringrose, Caroline Clatworthy, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson. 

Departed 
Barbara Jessop, Lois Neville, George “Eric” Shepherd, John Langlands. 

New MINISTRIES ROSTER:  February 9th – April 26th 2020 
 

The first roster of the new decade needs to be issued in mid January! It will cover 
the period February 9th to April 26th. Easter Sunday is April 12th 2020. As usual 
would roster members please indicate on the clipboard sheets, at the rear of the 
church, all the dates when they are not available for duty. 
If it is more convenient for you, please email me your dates to  
rjcarter294@hotmail.com   
Thank you.        Dick Carter 9569 9398 

CHILDREN”S SERVICE  ‐ VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 

For the children’s service at 4pm on Christmas Eve, we need 6‐ 8 volunteers to 
help welcome the families and children, help the children get dressed up and 
move forward at the appropriate time, help sing the hymns, and give out little 
gifts at the end (no afternoon tea). This is a very important community activity 
for St.Oswald’s. If you can help , please contact Peter or Judy Johnson on  
03 9807 7647 or judysjohnson@icloud.com by 17 December 2019. And please 
come, bring your children and grandchildren, and make this a wonderful celebra‐
tion of Christmas. All help and participation much appreciated. 

Peter and Judy Johnson  
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TODAY'S READINGS & PRAYER 

A virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel: 
God with us. Matthew 1.23  

 
Prayer of the Day 

 
God with us, 
borne by Mary’s flesh 
beyond all convention: 
give us the faith of Joseph 
to see the Spirit’s work 
where the world sees only shame; 
to listen to the promise 
and waken to the cry 
of life renewed and love reborn; 
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.     Amen 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah   [Isaiah 7: 10—16] 
 
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the Lord to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little 
for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord 
himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 
son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child knows 
how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you 
are in dread will be deserted.  

  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80: 1—7, 17—19 
Cantor: 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
you that led Joseph like a flock; 
2 Shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim, 
before Ephraim, Benjamin and Manasseh. R 
 
3 Stir up your mighty strength 
and come to our salvation. 
4 Turn us again, O God, 
show the light of your countenance, 
and we shall be saved.        R 
 
5 O Lord God of hosts, 
how long will you be angry at your people’s prayer? 
6 You feed them with the bread of tears; 
you give them abundance of tears to drink.    R 
 
7 You have made us the derision of our neighbours, 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
8 Turn us again, O God of hosts; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  R 
 
17 Let those who burn it with fire, who cut it down, 
perish at the rebuke of your countenance. 
18 Let your hand be upon the man at your right hand, 
the son of man you made so strong for yourself.    R 
 
19 And so will we not go back from you; 
give us life, and we shall call upon your name. 
20 Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts; 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.  R 
 
A Reading from the Paul’s Letter to the Romans   [Romans 1: 1—7] 
 
1 Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the 
gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was 
declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection 
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and 
apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his 
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© Broughton Publishing 1995 

name, 6 including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s 
beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church, 
   Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand  
Gospel Acclamation A virgin will give birth to a son; 
   His name will be Emmanuel:  God is with us. 
 

The Gospel        [Matthew 1: 18—125] 
 
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit.  19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.  20 But just when he had 
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from 
the Holy Spirit.  21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’  22 All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:  23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’  24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25 but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  

 
  For the Gospel of the Lord    
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 


