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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please make 
yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may introduce 

you to other members of the congregation. 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

Third Sunday of Advent 
15 December, 2019 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting  
Together in Song 756 

and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country 
of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn   TiS  279 
 

Advent Liturgy  
 

Holy Communion  Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Isaiah 35: 1—10 
  Song of Mary 
  James 5: 7—10 
  Matthew 11: 2—11 

After the Sermon  P. 124 
continued page 2  

All Sing  
 

1.  Advent candles tell their story 
as we watch and pray, 

longing for  
the Day of Glory, 

'Come, Lord, soon,' we say. 
Pain and sorrow,  

tears and sadness, 
changed for gladness 

on that Day 

 
 

2. John the Baptist, by his 
preaching  

and by water poured, 
Brought to those who heard his 

teaching 
News of hope restored: 

'Keep your vision strong and 
steady, 

And be ready  
For the Lord. 

 

Advent Liturgy — Advent 3— 
John the Baptist 

 

Jesus said, 'No one more important than 
John the Baptist has ever been born;  
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than he.' 
 

 Amen, Come soon, Lord Jesus! 
 

The third candle is lit 
 

Jesus is the light of the world 
 A light no darkness can ever 
put out. 
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From the Vicar 

Offertory Hymn   TiS 647 

After the Collection  P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 143 

Final Hymn   TiS 307 

As a child I helped my father on the farm. One of my favourite activities was 
moving sheep from paddock to paddock. Just the old dog, me and 500 hundred 
sheep. A great time of reflection, daydreaming and slowness that counteracted 
the busyness of the school week. It was life in the slow lane. 

My father had set a standard of slowness. If the dust was raised behind the mob 
you were moving too fast. Slowness necessitated stillness and the inevitable 
waiting for the mob to graze and move at their own pace. It wasn’t a life of linear 
progress or rushing to get this done so you could go and do something else. This 
was all you had to do and it would come to an end when the end came. Any sign of 
dust indicated anxiety to be somewhere else with something else and not right 
where you were. This is a waiting to move on. 

John the Baptist exhibits this last type of waiting in our Gospel reading today. Are 
you the one we were waiting for, or do we have to wait some more? His question 
is full of anxiety, frustration and impatience. If this is not it, then we have to hurry 
up and wait for some more. And what are we waiting for. 

Jesus replies, wait and see. Stop being anxious and looking for something else; 
stop being anxious and wanting to be somewhere else; stop being anxious and 
looking in a linear fashion. Look around you and see what is already here, what is 
already happening and what you are already in touch with. Yes, you have to wait, 
but the waiting is to see what is already here, not waiting for another person, idea, 
experience or event. The way of God has come near and is here. Wait and see. 

What good advice. 
Glenn 

Today’s Ministries 
8 am Reader R. Pritchard 
 Communion R. Pritchard 
 Counter  
10 am Server W. Harrison 
 Reader W. Harrison 
 Cantor J. Barrat 
 Intercessor C. Adams 
 Communion R. Carter 
    W. Johnson 
 Welcome / J. & P. Williams 
     Offertory  
 Counting W.. Harrison  
 Morning Tea H. Rehn 
   C. Adams 
 Bins R. Adams 
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Diary for the week  
 

Tuesday 17 December 
9.30 am Lite Exercise 
Wednesday 18 December 
7.30 am Prayers in the Garden followed 

by 8—9 am walk 
10 am  Holy Communion 
Thursday 19 December 
5—7 pm Christmas drinks at the 

Vicarage 
7. 30 pm Choir Practice  
Sunday 22 December 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
8 am Holy Communion 
10 am Sung Eucharist  

Readings 22 December 
Isaiah 7: 10—16 

Psalm 80: 1—7, 17—19 
Romans 1: 1—7 

Matthew 1: 18—25 
8 pm  Carol Service 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Nigeria; El Salvador; Diocese of Grafton; Archdeaconry of Geelong; St Martin's Belgrave 
Heights; St Paul’s Ringwood; St Oswald’s, Glen Iris – Carol Service; Holy Trinity East 
Melbourne; All Saint’s Clayton; The Parish of St Paul’s Gisborne w. Church of the 
Resurrection, Macedon Ranges and St John’s Riddells Creek – Confirmation Service. 

Baptisms 
 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Ann Ringrose, Caroline Clatworthy, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson. 

Departed 
Stephen Edwards, Matthew Edwards, Frederick sales, Ruby Cole. 

Link Parish 
St. Thomas Pyramid Hill & Boort in the 

Diocese of Bendigo www.pyramidhill.net.au  
Contact Person:  Helen Bartels    

hm.bartels@bigpond.com  
Please pray for our link community at  

Pyramid Hill & Boort. 

Mission Giving for the  
Christmas Bowl  Envelopes are 

available at the back of the church and 
in the pews. 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday 9am‐1pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile       0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Dr. Houston Dunleavy  0413 845 020 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Richard Carter 9569 9398 
Vestry Secretary   
Richard Adams  9885 1043 
Hall Hire                   )     0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
            Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  
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Jesus says of John the Baptist that he is the one who has been sent 
to prepare the way for Jesus himself. The Greek Church calls John 
the Baptist the Πρόδρομος – Prodromos – the Forerunner. This 
week, pray that like John the Baptist you can prepare the way for 
Jesus himself in whatever circumstance you find yourself. 

• Pray this week for the chance to prepare the way for Jesus to enter the 
world. 

• Give thanks for the Church of the Province of Central Africa, 
remembering especially the work of the Zambia Anglican Council. 

 

Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019 

New MINISTRIES ROSTER:  February 9th – April 26th 2020 
 
The first roster of the new decade needs to be issued in mid January! It will cover 
the period February 9th to April 26th. Easter Sunday is April 12th 2020. As usual 
would roster members please indicate on the clipboard sheets, at the rear of the 
church, all the dates when they are not available for duty. 
If it is more convenient for you, please email me your dates to  
rjcarter294@hotmail.com   
Thank you. 

Dick Carter 9569 9398 

CHILDREN”S SERVICE  ‐ VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
 
For the children’s service at 4pm on Christmas Eve, we need 6‐ 8 volunteers to 
help welcome the families and children, help the children get dressed up and 
move forward at the appropriate time, help sing the hymns, and give out little 
gifts at the end (no afternoon tea). This is a very important community activity 
for St.Oswald’s. If you can help , please contact Peter or Judy Johnson on  
03 9807 7647 or judysjohnson@icloud.com by 17 December 2019. And please 
come, bring your children and grandchildren, and make this a wonderful celebra‐
tion of Christmas. All help and participation much appreciated. 
 

Peter and Judy Johnson  
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CHRISTMAS SERVICES at  
ST. OSWALD’S 

 

 

 
 

SUNDAY 22ND DECEMBER  
8 pm Festival of  Carols and 

Lessons 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
4 pm Children’s Service 

8 pm Sung Eucharist & Carols 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
8 am Holy Communion 

  

10 am  Sung Eucharist & 
Carols 
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TODAY'S READINGS & PRAYER 

Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John 
the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

Matthew 11.11  
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of the burning sand and thirsty ground: 
you called John into the wilderness to announce a new creation 
far from palaces of royal power; 
make us ready for your intensity, 
the judgement that opens our senses to the poverty of our world 
and calls to life what lingers in death; 
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.    Amen. 

 
 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah   [Isaiah 35: 1—10] 
 
1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and 
blossom; like the crocus 2 it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen 
the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who are of a 
fearful heart, ‘Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 Then the eyes 
of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7 the burning sand 
shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals 
shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A highway shall 
be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but 
it shall be for God’s people; no traveller, not even fools, shall go astray. 9 No lion 
shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found 
there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of the Lord shall 
return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.  

  
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
   Thanks be to God. 
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Song of Mary 

Cantor: 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; 
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed;  R 
 
The Almighty has done great things for me 
and holy is his name. 
He has mercy on those who fear him, 
from generation to generation.     R 
 
He has shown strength with his arm 
and has scattered the proud in their conceit, 
casting down the mighty from their thrones 
and lifting up the lowly.      R 
 
He has filled the hungry with good things 
and sent the rich away empty. 
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, 
to remember his promise of mercy. 
The promise made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and his children for ever.    R 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning 
is now and shall be for ever. Amen.   R 
 
A Reading from the Book of James    [James 5: 7—10] 
 
7 Be patient, therefore, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer waits for 
the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the early 
and the late rains. 8 You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is near. 9 Beloved, do not grumble against one another, so that 
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© Broughton Publishing 1995 

you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! 10 As an example 
of suffering and patience, beloved, take the prophets who spoke in the name of 
the Lord.  
 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church, 
   Thanks be to God. 
 

Please Stand  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
   He sent me to bring Good News to the Poor. 
 

The Gospel        [Matthew 11: 2—11] 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2 When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ 4 Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 7 As they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: ‘What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A 
reed shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in 
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9 What then did 
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is 
the one about whom it is written, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 11 Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

 
  For the Gospel of the Lord    
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 


