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We welcome you to St. Oswald's Church and to this service, 
especially if you are new or a visitor among us.  Please make 
yourself known to the welcomers, so that they may introduce 

you to other members of the congregation. 
Please join us in the hall for refreshments after the service. 

Second Sunday of Advent 
8 December, 2019 

Outline of Today’s Service 
from A Prayer Book for Australia 

[Eucharist Setting  
Together in Song 756 

and Hymns 10 am Service only] 

We acknowledge the sovereign country 
of the Wurrundjeri people of the  
Kulin nation on which we gather. 

Opening Hymn   TiS  265 
 

Advent Liturgy  
 

Holy Communion  Page  119 
 

The Collect  
 

Readings Isaiah 11: 1—10 
  Psalm 72: 1—7, 18—21 
  Romans 15: 4—13 
  Matthew 3: 1—12 

After the Sermon  P. 124 
continued page 2  

All Sing  
 

1.  Advent candles tell their story 
as we watch and pray, 

longing for  
the Day of Glory, 

'Come, Lord, soon,' we say. 
Pain and sorrow,  

tears and sadness, 
changed for gladness 

on that Day 

 
 
2.  Prophet voices loudly crying, 

Making pathways clear; 
Glimpsing glory, self-denying, 

Calling all to hear. 
Through their message—

challenged, 
Shaken - 

Hearts awaken: 
God is near 

 

Advent Liturgy—Advent 2—The 
Prophets 

 

Jesus said, 'Do not think that I have 
come to abolish the law and the 

prophets:  I have not come to abolish 
them but to fulfil them. 

 
Amen, Come soon, Lord Jesus! 

 
The second candle is lit 
 
Jesus is the light of the world 
 
A light no darkness can ever put 
out. 
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From the Vicar 

Offertory Hymn   TiS 366 

After the Collection  P. 127 

Prayer after Communion P. 143 

Final Hymn   TiS 273 

Today’s Ministries 
8 am Reader B. Loh 
 Communion R. Pritchard 
 Counter B. Loh 
10 am Server N. Hill 
 Reader W. Johnson 
 Cantor P. Johnson 
 Intercessor K. Ennis 
 Communion N. Hill 
    C. Adams 
 Welcome / J. Haigh 
     Offertory R. Shapcott 
 Counting R. Carter 
    
 Morning Tea J. & P. Johnson 
 Bins R. Adams 

2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” The responsibility for 
instituting the promised kingdom does not belong out there, to others or to the 
future. It belongs here, in you and I and now. It is calling you and I to make it real – 
to put love into action and respond to the covenant requirements of kindness, 
respect, justice and compassion. It is not a task of people like John or even those 
whom he spoke harshly about; the first is just one man and the latter group won’t 
change until they have no choice. It is up to us to ensure they have no choice by 
our own love in action for ourselves, others and the world. 
 

In today’s reading, John wasn’t interested in who stole the cookie from the cookie 
jar, but who stole the cookie jar and who allowed the cookie jar to remain stolen. 
He was particularly tough on those in privileged positions and saved his strongest 
words for them, but he didn’t let the ordinary folk off the hook either. John’s 
expectation was that is if you recognised your complicity in this corporate sin, then 
you needed to show evidence of a change of heart, mind and action. He says: 
“8Bear fruit worthy of repentance.” 
 

Bearing fruit can be as little as sharing the troubles of those who live next door, 
advocating for a fairer share of society’s wealth for all, ensuring those who on the 
outside get to come inside. There is no prescription for bearing fruit and there is 
no particular type of fruit – love, justice, compassion, kindness, advocacy, giving 
and more – all work if that is what the situation needs. 
 

Challenging! 
 

Glenn 
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Diary for the week  
 

Today 
2.30 pm Concert Julie Houghton & Friends 
Tuesday 10 December 
9.30 am Lite Exercise 
11 am Morning Prayer at Samarinda 

Lodge 
Wednesday 11 December 
7.30 am Prayers in the Garden followed 

by 8—9 am walk 
10 am  Holy Communion 
Thursday 12 December 
7. 30 pm Choir Practice  
Sunday 15 December 

Third Sunday of Advent 
8 am Holy Communion 
10 am Family Eucharist  

Readings 15 December 
Isaiah 35: 1—10 

Song of Mary 
James 5: 7—10 

Matthew 11: 2—11 

Intercessions 
For the church: 

Mothers’ Union around the world; Diocese of Bathurst; Archdeaconry of Frankston;  
St Matthew's Ashburton; St Nicholas’ Anglican Church Mordialloc; St Barnabas’ 
Anglican Church Glen Waverley – Confirmations; St Mark’s Camberwell—Confirmation; 
St Andrew’s Anglican Church Corio‐Norlane – Confirmations. 

Baptisms 
Darcy Blake and his parents Duncan & Emma 

For those who face challenges in daily living: 
Lesley Whitehead, Ann Ringrose, Caroline Clatworthy, Gaye Loughrey, Harv Wilson. 

Departed 
Alice Fernando, Margaret Swaney, Rev. Eric Christiansen, Daniel Kellar, Ina Norton, 
Beverly Loughrey Gordon Carr. 

Link Parish 
St. Thomas Pyramid Hill & Boort in the 

Diocese of Bendigo www.pyramidhill.net.au  
Contact Person:  Helen Bartels    

hm.bartels@bigpond.com  
Please pray for our link community at  

Pyramid Hill & Boort. 

Mission Giving for the  
Christmas Bowl 

Envelopes are available  
at the back of the church and in the pews. 

Parish Contacts 
Church Office 9885 0149 
Open Monday‐Wednesday  

9 am—1 pm 
Vicar 
Rev. Glenn Loughrey 
                      Mobile     0400 621 554 
Churchwardens  
Peter Johnson 9807 7647 
Tim Andrews 9885 4659 
Jill O’Shea 9885 4864 
Music Director 
Dr. Houston Dunleavy  0413 845 020 
Organist  
Vacant 
Treasurer  
Bill Harrison 9885 2723 
Vestry Secretary   ) 9885 2723 
Hall Hire                   )     0419 535 085 
Pew Sheet Notices  )      
Carol Harrison )  
            Email  carolh@bigpond.net.au 

St. Oswald's Website  
http://www.stoswaldsgleniris.net.au  
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John the Baptist quotes the prophecy of Isaiah: ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord, make his paths straight’. How can we prepare the way of the Lord 
this Advent?  As Isaiah tells us, by proclaiming (in deed and in word) good 
news to the poor, freedom for the prisoners, recovery of sight for the 
blind, freedom for the oppressed and the year of the Lord’s favour. 

• Pray this week for the chance to proclaim to others the fullness of life that Jesus 
offers the world. 

• Give thanks for the work and witness of the Nippon Sei Ko Kai, the Anglican 
Church of Japan. 

Text: Robert McLean, Partnerships Missioner 
© Anglican Board of Mission, 2019 

New ROSTER 
  

The second page of the new Ministries Roster is available at the back of the 
church. Would roster members please take a copy and note their relevant dates 
in their diaries, phones, ipads etc! 
 
I have decided to cease doing a separate Annual Morning Tea roster as there 
were often unfortunate clashes with absences and morning tea duties. From the 
New Year onwards I will treat the morning tea duty in the same way as the other 
ministries.  Hopefully, this will be more convenient for us all!       

Dick Carter  

T 
O 
D 
A 
Y 
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The December issue of The Melbourne Anglican (TMA) is now available at the 
front of the church. This issue includes: 

 
• “Finding Jesus amid the tinsel” – a special front 
cover celebrating Christmas by artist and TMA de‐
signer Ivan Smith 
• Archbishop Philip Freier to resign in March as 
Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia after 
almost six years in the role 
• A report on the Brotherhood of St Laurence’s 
Sambell Oration last month, in which former Labor 
deputy leader Jenny Macklin called for an Emis‐
sions and Employment Accord, like the Prices and 
Incomes Accord of the 1980s, which would help 
Australia make the transition to a zero‐carbon 
economy in a way that is just and does not leave 

working Australians behind 
• A report on the ordination of 18 priests on 23 November at St Paul’s Cathe‐

dral, and interviews with two of the new priests 
• A report on the latest NCLS Research and what it reveals about churches in 

Australia, as well as an opinion piece by Dr Ruth Powell, director of NCLS Re‐
search 

• An interview with the Revd Kristan Slack, Rector of the Anglican Parish of 
Katherine in the Northern Territory. Mr Slack is sponsored by the Bush 
Church Aid Society and recently visited Victoria to meet supporters in par‐
ishes here 

• “‘Terrifying’: Christians seduced by consumerism”: a report on a presenta‐
tion by Gershon Nimbalker, campaign director of Christian organisation Con‐
sumed, at TEAR Australia’s Justice Conference, held in Melbourne last month 

• A special summer reading feature, which includes stories about Melbourne 
Anglicans who have recently had books published, and reflections by 10 
Christians on the best books they read this year 

• “Counter‐cultural response needed for ‘self‐made man’ myth”: an opinion 
piece by Melbourne poet, fiction writer and essayist Paul Mitchell 

• Former TMA editor Roland Ashby, who has just returned to Australia from six 
months overseas, reflects on the experience of living as a volunteer at Ab‐
baye de Bonnevaux in France, the new international centre of the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 

• A supplement about the work of Anglicare Victoria 
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TODAY'S READINGS & PRAYER 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;  
repent, and believe in the good news. Mark 1.15  

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

God of the keen blade,  
which cuts the roots of arrogant power; 
you raise voices of promise in the dry lands of our desire  
children of faith from the stones of the earth; 
make us ready to receive the Spirit and fire of love, 
wild and fierce and free; 
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come.   Amen. 

 

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah   [Isaiah 11: 1—10] 
 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots.  2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord.  3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he 
shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall 
strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall 
kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness 
the belt around his loins.  6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child 
shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of 
Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his 
dwelling  
  

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 72: 1—7, 18—21 
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Cantor: 
1 Give the king your judgements, O God, 
and your righteousness to the son of a king. 
2 Then shall he judge your people righteously 
and your poor with justice 
3 May the mountains bring forth peace, 
and the little hills righteousness for the people.   R 
 
4 May he defend the poor among the people, 
deliver the children of the needy and crush the oppressor. 
5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
from one generation to another.     R 
 
6 May he come down like rain upon the mown grass, 
like the showers that water the earth. 
7 In his time shall righteousness flourish, 
and abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.  R 
 
18 Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who alone does wonderful things. 
19 And blessed be his glorious name for ever. 
May all the earth be filled with his glory. 
Amen.  Amen.        R 
 

A Reading from the Paul’s Letter to the Romans  [Romans 15: 4—13] 
 

4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that 
by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 
5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony 
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with 
one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one 
another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 
8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 
9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 
‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; 
10 and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 11 and again, ‘Praise the 
Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; 12 and again Isaiah says, 
‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the 
Gentiles shall hope.’ 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church, 
   Thanks be to God. 
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© Broughton Publishing 1995 

 

Please Stand  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths; 
   All people shall see the salvation of God. 

The Gospel        [Matthew 3: 1—12] 
 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2 ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in the  
wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” ’  4 Now John 
wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 
was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 
going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized 
by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when he saw many 
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit worthy of 
repentance. 9 Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our 
ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 
10 Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
11 ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing‐fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing‐floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.’  
 

  For the Gospel of the Lord    
   Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 


