
Matthew 22:34-40  New Living Translation (NLT) 

The Most Important Commandment  

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees with his reply, 

they met together to question him again. 35 One of them, an expert in religious law, 

tried to trap him with this question: 36 “Teacher, which is the most important 

commandment in the law of Moses?” 

37 Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, 

and all your mind.’[e] 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 A second is 

equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’[f] 40 The entire law and all the 

demands of the prophets are based on these two commandments.” 

 

Philippians 2:1-4   

The Message paraphrased translation (MSG)  

[He Took on the Status of a Slave] 

2 1-4  “If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following 

Christ, if his love has made any difference in your life,  

if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care— 

then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t 

push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help 

others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long 

enough to lend a helping hand.” 

 

Hebrews 10:23-25  New Living Translation (NLT) 

23 Let us hold tightly without wavering to the hope we affirm, 

for God can be trusted to keep his promise. 24 Let us think of 

ways to motivate one another to acts of love and good 

works. 25 And let us not neglect our meeting together 

(worshiping God together), as some people do, but encourage 

one another, especially now that the day of his return is 

drawing near.  
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