
 
Introduction 

 
We are excited to begin this fall with the Gospel of Mark. Mark’s 
gospel is one that has urgency and a driving momentum of Jesus’ 
story built right into it with Mark’s repeated use of the term 
“immediately”. Mark’s pressing concern is to reveal Jesus as the 
Christ, the Son of God and Messiah. Once we, his readers and 
listeners, understand that Jesus is the Messiah, then that changes 
everything! It affects our whole lives as we turn and follow Jesus as 
His disciples.  
 
In our ever-changing world filled with social media, 24-hour news, 
endless opportunities and distractions, Mark’s message is no less 
urgent. So many gods clamor for our attention and try to influence 
us, but they seek to control, to own, and to only elevate 
themselves. It can feel even more so in our world today that we 
need Jesus to speak into our lives and not these other influences. It 
is only Christ that sets us free, brings true life, and seeks to lift us 
up into the very presence of God.  
 
As we seek to be a community formed by scripture, we eagerly 
invite you to join us with this devotional. So many from our 
congregation have faithfully sat with these passages from Mark 
and this is the fruit of their labor and obedience. During this 
process we have received many comments from our writers on 
how they might never have looked as deeply at a certain passage 
if not for being asked to participate in this devotional. It was 
deeply formational and impactful for those that had the 
opportunity to write and we pray that it will be as formational for 
each of us as we together learn about God from one another. May 
God use this Fall and this devotional to draw us each closer to God, 
to stir our desire to know God in a deeper way, and to form us 
more completely as a body of believers committed to Christ and 
to each other. 
 
Together in Christ,  
Pastor Anne and Pastor Jeff  
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Week 1 
 
Monday, September 9 
 
Mark 1:1-13 
John the Baptist prepares the way; Baptism & Temptation of Jesus 
 
For many years, the story of Jesus’ baptism was one with which I was 
familiar but had little personal meaning for me.  It was an introductory 
example of Jesus’ divinity, now we move on to His temptation.  It was 
not until I read Henri Nouwen’s “Life of the Beloved” that the words of 
the passage became more to me.  In the NASB translation, the voice 
from heaven says, “You are My beloved.” Nouwen says these words 
were not just a divine seal on Jesus, but the very message He came to 
tell us.  We are each God’s beloved.  
 
As a new mother, this has taken on even deeper meaning for me.  
Having grown up in the church, being “children of God” was part of 
everyday language.  However, now holding my infant son, I am 
astounded by the love that pours out from me to him.  He is so small 
and vulnerable.  I look at him and feel even in my most sleep-deprived 
and poop-covered-hands moments such an incredible tenderness and 
delight.  If this is how I see my baby, half-functioning and known-to-be-
irritable new mother that I am, God’s tenderness towards us, His 
beloved, must be beyond my wildest dreams.  There are times at night, 
when the things of the world, either outside worries or inside 
insecurities, feel overwhelming, so I close my eyes and imagine what 
it’s like to hold my sleeping son on my chest.  Then I imagine me 
holding him and both of us being held close to the chest of God.  In that 
quiet place I rest.  
 
Susan Crickmore 
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Tuesday, September 10 
 
Mark 1:14-20 
Calling of the first disciples 
 
There are two instances of urgency that challenge us as we reflect on 
this passage.  Mark mentions in verse 20 that “without delay” Jesus 
called James and John.  Why was it important for Mark to include this 
detail?  We wonder if this implies that Jesus didn’t think twice about 
calling James and John.  He didn’t deliberate and wonder if they had 
what it took to be His disciples.  He didn’t ask questions to see if they 
qualified or met prerequisites.  He just called them, immediately.  It 
makes us think about the same thing being true for us.  He calls all of 
us, in our current state.  Right now, He’s calling. 
 
The example given us in the disciples’ response to Jesus’ call is 
challenging.  It's just as immediate as His call.  In verse 18, Mark 
highlights, “at once” they left their nets, a familiar and comfortable 
livelihood, to follow Jesus.  These four men were bold enough to step 
out into an uncertain future.  They didn't know where this path would 
take them, but they were willing to listen to Jesus’ call, trust Him and 
follow Him.  It makes us question how we respond to the things Jesus is 
calling us to every day.  It’s easy to sit in our comfortable suburban 
existence, and not drop the things that offer us security when Jesus is 
asking us to obey radically and trust Him.  Where is Jesus calling you to 
right now?  What invalid prerequisites or excuses are keeping you from 
dropping your nets at once to follow Jesus? 
 
Peter and Katie Johnson 
 
 
 
Wednesday, September 11 
 
Mark 1:21-28 
Jesus drives out an evil spirit 
 
In the town of Capernaum it was a Sabbath day like any other, or was 
it?  For you see, teaching in the synagogue that day was a guest 
preacher, and His name was Jesus of Nazareth.  His presence and 
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teaching amazed the people, “for He taught as one who had real 
authority – unlike the teachers of religious law.”  The worshipers craned 
their ears to listen.  Then, an interruption.  A loud voice.  An accusation 
against the Teacher.  Jesus spoke with authority.  A SCREAM!  Release.  
Can you envision the drama? 
 
It’s a new morning in Glen Ellyn, and the worshipers rise to go to work, 
school or other things the day may hold.  It is a morning like any other, 
or is it?  For you see, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the Son of God, Jesus the 
Savior of the world, Jesus who sits at the right hand of God, is present 
with power and authority.  Jesus’ authority has ultimate freedom to 
make decisions that cannot be frustrated by any natural or personal 
power in the universe.  It is God’s authority. 
 
We should be awed, excited and amazed, for Jesus’ presence and 
authority causes things to happen! 
 
Can you envision the drama? 

• Sabbath.  Rest and release from the demands of our everyday 
life to remember who and what work is for and what matters 
the most.  We can be released into trusting that the Creator of 
the world can manage all that concerns us for this day. 

• Teachability.  Jesus is looking for teachable disciples.  He was 
passionate about people who had ears to hear.  He was 
attracted to people who could entertain something new and be 
transformed by His word. 

• Amazement.  Jesus is doing a new thing!  He is making all 
things news!  Let us not be so complacent and living on 
autopilot that we don’t see and know that Jesus is living and 
active.  In all times.  In every place.  “I stand amazed in the 
presence of Jesus, the Nazarene . . .” 
 

Live this day expecting that something life-giving will happen because 
Jesus is present. 
 
Leslie Hodgkinson 
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Thursday, September 12 
 
Mark 1:29-39 
Jesus heals many; Jesus prays in a solitary place 
 
“Jesus, the Great Physician” 
 
In this passage, we see Jesus at work in three occasions. 
 
We see Peter’s mother-in-law healed, and we see the right response to 
Jesus’ healing touch – gratitude expressed through service.  How do we 
express our gratitude to the Lord? 
 
We see many healed and demons cast out and we see the right 
response to Jesus’ authority – even in demons!  How do we respond to 
Jesus’ authority over our lives? 
 
We see Jesus’ heart for the whole world and His clear sense of calling – 
“... for this is why I came.”  Do we have a heart for the whole world?  Do 
we know our mission? 
 
Jesus both prays and acts.  May we learn to follow His example. 
 
Diane Brown 
 
 
 
Friday, September 13 
 
Mark 1:40-45 
A man with leprosy 
 
I see two main things we can learn from this passage: how we should 
approach Jesus, and how we can expect Him to respond.  In verse 40 we 
see a man with leprosy coming humbly to Jesus believing that He can 
heal him and submitting himself fully to Jesus’ will.  Notice that the 
man does not question the ability of Jesus to cleanse him (spiritually 
and physically) but only His will to do so, thereby testifying to his belief 
in the deity of Jesus.  Likewise, we need to humbly approach God, 
believe that Jesus is who He says He is, believe in His power and submit 
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to His will.  Unfortunately, by verse 45 we see the man fails and 
disregards Jesus’ strong warning not to broadcast his healing. 
 
Now let’s look at Jesus’ responses.  In verse 41 Jesus is moved with 
compassion.  Other translations say, “moved with anger” or Jesus was 
“indignant.”  Which is it?  Perhaps both.  Jesus is probably angry at the 
forces that have kept this man ill, isolated and in bondage to poverty, 
but He shows such compassion by giving him the gift of human touch, 
the very thing this man has been denied.  He only needs to say the 
words “be clean,” but His love moves Him to break the physical barrier 
between Him and the leper required by Mosaic law.  
 
In verse 43 Jesus uses a similarly harsh tone.  The NIV translation states, 
“Jesus sent him away at once with a strong warning.”  Unfortunately, 
this does not convey the original meaning of the text.  The language 
here invokes the image of a horse snorting, used to describe human 
anger, displeasure or indignation.  Nor does the text adequately convey 
the force by which Jesus sends the man away.  The word used here is 
translated as “driving out” or “casting out.” Why would Jesus respond 
this way?   Perhaps He is seeing the miracle-seekers that will throng 
Him because of the healing instead of the Messiah-seekers needed to 
further His kingdom.  Jesus’ responses may also be because He already 
knows the man is going to disobey Him.  
 
Nevertheless, nothing stopped Jesus from healing him, even though it 
meant that He could no longer enter a town openly!  We can expect 
Jesus’ love and compassion, but we also need to remember His divine 
nature.  Not only His ability and willingness to heal and forgive sins, but 
His fierce righteous anger with the evil and suffering in this world, and 
His grief over our failures in submitting to His will. 
 
Laurel Tedesco 
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Week 2 
 
Monday, September 16 
 
Mark 2:1-12 
Jesus heals a paralytic 
 
“We have never seen anything like this!”  This last line of the passage 
sums it up.  Folks were awed by Jesus.  What had they just experienced?  
No words could describe it.  Forgiving sin and healing:  How does that 
go together?  And the hutzpah of the friends who brought the man, 
wow. 
 
So many directions to take this experience.  This has fascinated me 
since childhood when we carefully created little houses of cardboard 
with a door in the roof for the man to be let down to Jesus.  Sweet 
memories there.  But what was it like to be there?  Folks crowded in a 
house so close they could touch each other, no room for one more 
cripple.  All hungry to experience this “wonder man” Jesus.  What were 
they thinking, feeling, learning as Jesus “preached the word to them”? 
 
Some in the room were sick and seeking healing, some curious about 
this popular man, some skeptical and looking for evidence with which 
to judge Him.  What if I had been there?  I imagine myself as a child, 
looking up as the ceiling crumbled and fell at Jesus’ feet.  And then a 
man on a mat, unable to move, slowly lowered to the floor.  Suddenly it 
was very quiet in the crowded house.  What was happening? 
 
Mark records that “Jesus saw their faith,” the faith of true brothers, 
desperate to save their friend. “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  WHAT?  
“Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  YES, this is God alone.  Do they 
get it?  They were experiencing God alone.  Some get it, some don’t.  
The heart of each one there made a choice.  Open to God, or close to 
true life.  Which will it be? 
 
Therein lies healing. 
 
Choose. 
 
Susan Ferrell  
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Tuesday, September 17 
 
Mark 2:13-17 
The calling of Levi 
 
Like Simon, Andrew, James and John, Levi also left his job immediately 
to follow Jesus.  Jesus met Levi sitting at a tax collector’s booth along 
the lake.  Unlike the fishermen, Levi left lucrative employment that he 
probably could never return to.  There was no turning back.  In those 
days tax collectors were appointed by the Romans.  Tax collectors were 
hated because of their reputation for cheating and their support of 
Rome.  They usually overcharged and kept extra money for themselves. 
 
After Levi answered the Lord’s call, he invited his tax collector friends 
to his house to meet Jesus.  He hosted a large dinner party for them and 
Jesus and His disciples.  The self-righteous Pharisees did not approve of 
Jesus eating with “sinners” and tax collectors.  When they questioned 
the disciples about why Jesus would eat with such bad people, Jesus 
said to them, “Who needs a doctor:  the healthy or the sick?  I’m here 
inviting the sin-sick, not the spiritually-fit”  (The Message). 
 
Thank you, Lord, for meeting those of us who need You, whether rich or 
poor or good or riffraff.  May we follow Your example. 
 
Nancy Salzman 
 
 
 
Wednesday, September 18 
 
Mark 2:18-23 
Jesus questioned about fasting 
 
The disciples of John and the Pharisees were fasting in accordance with 
Mosaic Law, and it must have appeared to others that Jesus’ disciples 
were disobeying the law by not fasting.  However, Jesus was offering a 
New Way, He was/is the fulfilment of that Law, thus His disciples were 
no longer under the Law and thus not required to fast according to the 
law (that is not to say that fasting in itself is bad). 
 



10 
 

This new Way in Jesus is not dependent on the old Mosaic Law, in fact 
the rigidity of the works-based law was in contention with this New 
Way in Jesus.  This leads us to the second two parables, the old 
garment and the old wineskins, representing the old Mosaic Law which 
cannot contain the New Way in Jesus the Messiah.  The old had their 
purpose, their day in the sun if you would.  Their intended purposes 
have been achieved/fulfilled and they cannot hold back the new.  
Likewise, the new should not be expected to destroy the old but rather 
move on, holding the old in proper reverence. 
 
Jesus did not come to abolish the law but to fulfill the law, thus taking 
the ritualistic restraints of the law off of the people, allowing then for 
personal relationship with God through Him… this truly opened the 
door for non-Hebrews to follow the one true God through Jesus, the 
Hebrew Messiah. 
 
My personal takeaway I suppose is this; In Christ all things are new, the 
past is the past; good, bad or indifferent.  A future in Jesus Christ 
cannot be held back nor constrained by the events and traditions of the 
past.  Go forward in your life boldly with Christ and with confidence in 
His ways.  Learn from the past, but do not let the past define your 
future. 
 
Grace, Peace, etc.  Amen. 
 
Greg Jurewicz 
 
 
 
Thursday, September 19 
 
Mark 2:23-3:6 
Lord of the Sabbath 
 
It’s time to get gritty.  Why do we need the Sabbath?  Does one’s 
character determine the action we take by honoring this one day? 
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We have to remember it’s not our intention to keep the Sabbath that 
determines our destination, but it’s our character or direction in the 
faith and love of God that moves us closer and closer to the goal of 
being in the family of God. 
 
The word Sabbath means “rest” in the original Hebrew.  The seventh-
day Sabbath is inextricably interwoven into God’s transcendent 
purpose for creating humankind.  We need this period of time to have 
spiritual contact with God.  Time in which to think more about God and 
to worship Him in private prayer, personal Bible study and in fellowship 
with others.  Each Sabbath is a time for a “holy convocation.”  A 
convocation is an assembly, and it is holy because it is convened by 
God.  He doesn’t tell us; He summons us.  Each Sabbath day is a special 
“sign” of identification between God and us.  On each Sabbath day we 
should be come refreshed, rejuvenated and be rejoicing in the Lord. 
 
Robert Henricksen 
 
 
 
Friday, September 20 
 
Mark 3:7-19 
Crowds follow Jesus; The appointing of the twelve apostles 
 
Crowds are gathering from far and near, some from regions mostly 
non-Jewish, to hear Jesus preach, watch Him heal, see Him cast out 
demons.  The disciples, who have accepted the radical demand of 
physical adjacency and have left their normal pursuits to follow Jesus, 
are continuing to see the contrast between His teaching and that of the 
Pharisees.  The result is the invitation to break with the Jewish religious 
leaders.  Jesus is building His Church. 
 
Crowds again, and Jesus called on the skills of His fishermen disciples to 
keep Him safe from the crush of so many eager people.  Imagine that 
moment, and put yourself in the place of someone in the crowd, or of a 
disciple, or of Jesus. Try to capture how they might perceive events.  
Notice that evil spirits attempt to sway the perception of the crowd to 
that of Jesus as a political rather than religious Messiah, and are 
silenced.  
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Jesus now retreats from the crowd and calls 12 disciples to join Him... 
and they went to Him. Notice that they have the symbolic number of 
twelve, echoing the twelve tribes of Israel.  What were they thinking, 
feeling, expecting?  He distinguishes them from His other followers, 
purposing that they would be with Him, and be sent out to preach, and 
have authority to cast out demons.  Jesus is ushering in His new 
kingdom and is calling the ones who will oversee the ministry of others 
after His death, resurrection and Ascension. 
 
Sarah Anderson 
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Week 3 
 
Monday, September 23 
 
Mark 3:20-35 
Jesus and Beelzebub; Jesus’ mother and brothers 
 
“Scoffers & Doubters” 
 
In this troubling passage we see two groups of people opposing Jesus 
and His mission.  And they are the very ones who most surely should 
know better.  We have the religious leaders, who have only to check 
their Bibles to see who Jesus is.  Then we have His immediate family 
members, who have only to check their memories to see who Jesus is. 
 
But no.  Instead the religious leaders, hearts hardened, seek to refute 
Jesus’ authority over demons with their false logic.  And His family, 
memories lapsed, seeks to label Jesus insane and take Him out of 
commission. 
 
The temptation – for me at least – is to cast blame and condemn.  I 
repeat:  They surely should know better. 
 
But am I any different?  I, with an extra 2,000 plus years of scholarship 
and testimony at my fingertips?  Even after all these years, I suffer from 
moments when I mistrust what I know to be true. 
 
Oh, Lord!  I believe.  Help my unbelief. 
 
Diane Brown 
 
 
 
Tuesday, September 24 
 
Mark 4:1-25 
Parable of the sower; A lamp on a stand 
 
Upon meditating on the Parable of the Sower, I prayed for guidance on 
how I could apply this parable to our daily lives.  Upon reflection, as 
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mature Christians, we may have cultivated the seed and grown our 
faith in Christ.  We’ve been actively involved in community and church 
ministries for years.  We’ve been prosperous for our Lord, church and 
families.  
 
But we’ve faltered due to life’s unfortunate circumstances over the 
years, some may have fallen away from the Lord.  We stopped growing 
and producing.  Due to life’s (Satan’s) burdens, doubt and loss of faith 
have caused us to stop listening to the Lord.  We’ve become 
overwhelmed and walk in darkness but we can see the Lord’s light 
shining through a tiny hole at the end of the tunnel.  In Mark 4:9, then 
Jesus said, “You people who can hear me, listen!”  It’s a reminder the 
Lord has planted His seed of “LOVE” in our souls.  His LOVE is deeply 
rooted in our souls.  If you listen to the Lord, He will help restore and 
rebuild your love and trust in Him because He never left you.  He always 
promised to walk by your side.  He will help you to become deeply 
rooted in the ground again.  In Mark 4:13,  If they did learn and 
understand, they would come back to Me and be forgiven.  We are 
reminded that God loves us no matter our imperfections.   
 
Here are some supportive verses from the Bible that have helped me 
when in stressful times.  Grant has prayed this one for me many times, I 
find it quite comforting.  

• Psalm 5:12  Lord, You bless those who do what is right; You 
protect them like a soldier’s shield. 

 
Through my life’s journey, I have made a promise that I will always add 
hope and joy into my life each day no matter how difficult life’s journey 
can be at times, so here are a couple of verses that may be helpful to 
you. 

• Psalm 16:7-9  I praise the Lord because He advises me.  Even at 
night, I feel His leading. I keep the Lord before me always.  
Because He is close by my side, I will not be hurt.  So I rejoice and 
am glad.  Even my body has hope. 

 
Dana Kalafut 
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Wednesday, September 25 
 
Mark 4:26-34 
The parable of the growing seed; The parable of the mustard seed 
 
We can sow and water.  We can weed, repot and transplant.  We can 
even talk to our plants, but we cannot make the seed to sprout or the 
plant to grow.  God Himself gives life and growth to the seed.  Are we 
unnecessary then?  No, far from it!  God calls us to scatter His truth and 
His love like seeds wherever we go. 
 
One of Jesus’ parables said the kingdom of God is like a mustard seed.  
It is so very tiny, yet it grows into a huge plant.  So huge, in fact, that it 
can cast shade over other plants in the garden.  From one tiny child 
born in Bethlehem came the entire church of today and tomorrow.  
Jesus also talked about these mini but mighty mustard seeds in 
Matthew 17:20 saying, “Truly, I tell you, if you have faith as small as a 
mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ 
and it will move.  Nothing will be impossible for you.” 
 
The mass or volume of our faith does not matter, for the power is 
God’s!  How beautiful, amazing and wonderful that we are called to 
participate in God’s work. First by scattering tiny seeds of truth and love 
wherever we go.  Second by nurturing the little sprouts and seedlings – 
our children, yes, but also all new believers.  And, finally, to participate 
in the harvest and be part of the harvest, full grown believers, chosen 
and called to worship the King! 
 
Pam Powell 
 
 
 
Thursday, September 26 
 
Mark 4:35-41 
Jesus calms the storm 
 
Jesus had been teaching about the Kingdom of God all day.  He must 
have been exhausted.  
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When they climb into the boat, He lets His disciples do what they know 
best, sail the boat across the lake.  Jesus curls up in the stern and falls 
asleep.  
 
The former fisherman would have known this lake well; they had 
probably navigated these waters during storms before.  But this storm 
frightens them.  Isn’t it interesting that this “furious squall” doesn’t 
wake Jesus? They shake Him awake, saying “Don’t You care if we 
drown?” 
 
Jesus stands and speaks to the storm:  “Quiet! Be still!” And the storm is 
over. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, there are storms in my life that feel as if they can swamp 
my boat, swallow me up.  Are You sleeping, Jesus? Don’t You care?  I 
long to hear You speak, “Quiet! Be still!”  But You say to me, “Why are 
you so afraid, Meg?  Do you still have no faith in me?  The only One who 
has the power over all situations and is able to forgive, set right and 
redeem that which is engulfed in the storms of this world.”  Jesus, help 
me to not be afraid, and trust that You are here in the boat with me, 
and the storms will calm at the sound of Your voice. 
 
Meg Tillman 
 
 
 
Friday, September 27 
 
Mark 5:1-20 
The healing of a demon possessed man 
 
The story of the Gerasene man does not start in chapter 5.  It begins in 
chapter 4 when Jesus said to His disciples, “Let us go over to the other 
side” (v.35).  Jesus does not give explanation to His disciples why they 
had to go to this other side. But what was on the other side?  A demon 
possessed man.  A man who lived among the tombs.  A man possessed 
by a legion of demons.  In the Roman army a legion is a unit comprising 
of 6,000 foot soldiers. Therefore the man could have been possessed by 
6,000 demons. This fellow was tormented day and night by this legion 
of demons.  
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The narrative does not tell us how and when he got himself into this 
mess.  He was dangerous to himself, for night and day he would cry out 
and cut himself with stones.  He was a danger also to others, so violent 
that no one could pass that way (Matt 8:28).  People tried to tie him 
with chains, but he broke those chains that no one could restrain him.  
This fellow was one of the most messed up guys on earth.  
 
Jesus had said, “For the Son of man came to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10).  Jesus came for messed up individuals, 
and that was the reason He said to His disciples, “Let us go over to the 
other side.”  He was on a mission to save this messed up, self inflicting, 
dangerous and legion-possessed man.  Jesus was also coming after this 
legion of demons, and that sent terror to the pit of hell.  These demons 
could have conspired amongst themselves and decided to fight back 
and restrain Jesus from coming to this other side where they were.  It 
could be possible that it was them that had caused the great tempest 
that rose in the sea in the preceding chapter to prevent Jesus from 
reaching the shore.  However the demons knew that this was a futile 
exercise, as they are no match to the Creator.  
 
Billy Graham noted that there were four prayers made that day.  Two 
by the demons, one by the people of Gerasene and one by this poor 
man.  Three were answered, but one was not.  The first prayer by the 
demons that Jesus should not torment or torture them, “…do not send 
us to the bottomless pit” (Luke 8:31), was granted.  The second one 
was, “send us to the swine,” and also their request was granted.  The 
third prayer came from the people of Gerasene when they pleaded with 
Jesus not to enter their city.  At first they were afraid of the demon-
possessed man, and later they were afraid of Jesus Himself.  It also 
could be that they were so angry that they lost 2,000 herd of swine, and 
that was a lot of wealth.  Nonetheless their request was granted.  The 
last prayer came from the man himself; he begged Jesus to go with 
him.  Jesus said no, “Go home to your own people and tell them how 
much the Lord has done for you, and how He has had mercy on you” 
(v.19).  He became one of the first missionaries to the gentiles.  
 
There are five applications to this narrative.  Firstly, the principalities, or 
the powers of darkness, are no match to Jesus.  Secondly, there is no 
one who is so messed up that he cannot be saved.  Thirdly, Jesus does 
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not force Himself on those who do not want Him.  Fourthly, all 
unbelievers are in danger of demon possession.  Fifthly, Jesus told the 
delivered man to go and become a witness to his own people.  God 
placed us strategically in communities that we might bear witness to 
the changing power of the gospel. 
 
Tarcisio Magurupira 
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Week 4 
 
Monday, September 30 
 
Mark 5:21-43 
A dead girl and a sick woman 
 
What is my “bleeding disorder”?  Something so disruptive that I’m 
willing to sacrifice all I have to seek out a cure?  Is my bleeding disorder 
spiritual?  Physical?  Emotional? 
 
Am I willing to risk all I have in terms of money, time, social capital?  In 
order to be healed? 
 
All I have to do is ask. 
 
Kirsten Arney 
 
 
 
Tuesday, October 1 
 
Mark 6:1-6a 
A prophet without honor 
 
“Local Boy Turned Prophet” 
 
I grew up hearing the expression “a prophet is without honor.” We 
uttered it under our breath with a twinkle in our eye when we thought 
our ideas were disrespected. The phrase comes from this passage, 
when Jesus returns to His alma mater, Nazareth. 
 
He begins to teach at His home-town synagogue on the Sabbath.  Folks 
marveled at His teaching and healing chops. “Where did He get all His 
wisdom and the power to perform such miracles?” they ask (Mark 6:2, 
NLT). Then they put Him down: “He’s just the carpenter …” The text 
says they were deeply offended and “refused to believe in Him” (6:3). 
 
Contrast their response with my hometown’s lionizing of Carson 
Wentz, the quarterback of professional football team, Philadelphia 
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Eagles. He attended Century High School in Bismarck, North Dakota, 
the city I call home. Wentz is a celebrity in a celebrity-starved, third-
tiered state. He holds the highest of honors. Wentz is a local boy made 
good. But definitely not prophet. 
 
Jesus is a local boy made teacher and healer, a prophet. 
 
The passage says that because of the unbelief of His hometown folks, 
Jesus couldn’t perform some of His bigger miracles “except to place His 
hands on a few sick people and heal them.” Perhaps it’s because sports 
are different in kind than is religion. A professional athlete 
accomplishes feats that ordinary folks admire. A sports celebrity 
doesn’t ask anything of you. He or she doesn’t demand any kind of life 
change. A prophet, on the other hand, says things that are 
uncomfortable and claims authority over your life. Jesus’ wisdom and 
power to heal forced His family and friends to a decision. They chose 
unbelief.  
 
No one wants the snotty-nosed neighborhood kid from twenty years 
ago telling anyone how to live. 
 
Dave Goetz 
 
 
 
Wednesday, October 2 
 
Mark 6:6b-13 
Jesus sends out the twelve 
 
“He called to Himself the twelve.”  Mark will refer to these twelve as 
“apostles” when they report back to Jesus in Mark 6:30 — the only time 
that Mark uses the word “apostles” in this Gospel.  The word “apostle” 
comes from the Greek word apostellein, which means “sent out.” 
“…[A]nd began to send them out two by two.”  There can be no 
doubt that this fact is meant to teach us the advantages of Christian 
company to all who work for Christ.  The wise man had good reason for 
saying, “Two are better than one” (Ecclesiastics. 4:9).  Two men 
together will do more work than two men singly.  They will help one 
another in judgment and commit fewer mistakes.  They will aid one 
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another in difficulties and less often fail of success.  They will comfort 
one another in times of trial and be less often cast down.  “Woe to him 
that is alone when he falls; for he has not another to help him up” 
(Ecclesiastics. 4:10). 
 
He commanded them that they should take nothing for their 
journey, except a staff only: no bread, no wallet, no money in their 
purse, but to wear sandals, and not put on two tunics” (vv. 8-9).  
Jesus tells the twelve to take nothing but a staff and sandals — no 
bread, no bag, no money, and only a single tunic.  Jesus prohibits not 
only frivolous items, but essential ones as well.  His requirements go 
beyond simplicity to reckless faith.  The disciples are to proceed 
without adequate preparation, trusting local people for hospitality but, 
above all, trusting God to provide for their needs.  “Wherever you 
enter a house, stay there until you depart from there” (v. 10).  The 
requirement for the disciples not to move from house to house serves 
two purposes:  Firstly, it prevented bad feelings among hosts who 
might be embarrassed if the disciples leave their home for better 
accommodations.  Secondly, it prevented the disciples from being 
distracted by concern for their physical comfort.  “Whoever will not 
receive you nor hear you, as you depart from there, shake off the 
dust that is under your feet for a testimony against them” (v. 11).  
Jews returning from Gentile lands would shake off pagan dust as a 
gesture of cleansing and contempt.  When the disciples shake off the 
dust of an unreceptive village, they are declaring that village pagan — 
announcing God’s judgment on that village — washing their hands of 
further responsibility for that village (Guelich, 322-323).  The gesture 
serves as a warning to the offending village and frees the disciples to 
move to more fertile fields.  Their responsibility is faithful proclamation 
— not success (v12-13).  Unlike Jesus, His disciples anointed with oil.  By 
the time of the writing of this Gospel, anointing with oil was a regular 
ministry of the church.  While anointing could serve several purposes 
(such as setting a person apart for ministry), the anointing mentioned in 
this verse has to do with healing the sick and casting out demons.  
James calls for the anointing of the sick, but says that it is the prayer of 
faith that saves them (James 5:14-15). 
 
Emmanuel Magurupira 
 
 



22 
 

 
Thursday, October 3 
 
Mark 6:14-29 
John the Baptist beheaded 
 
John is the second cousin to Jesus.  We can infer that there was regular 
interaction between Jesus and John before growing up.  John’s life-long 
calling was to proclaim his cousin as the Messiah.  He did this and 
continued to witness publicly after Jesus’ baptism.  
 
John knew the power of Herod when he spoke against his immoral 
marriage to Herodias.  Regardless, John revered God more than he 
feared Herod, despite the risk of imprisonment.  Ironically, there is 
nothing recorded in the Bible that indicated Jesus did anything to 
publicly protest John’s imprisonment.   We know that John questioned 
his faith and struggled with doubt.  Luke 7:18-23 says John wondered if 
he messed up with his life’s calling!  John via his disciples ask Jesus, 
“Cousin, are You for real, or did I miss something?”  Jesus replied, “Yes 
John, I am the Messiah.  I am doing great things so keep believing 
despite your current situation.”  
 
We can assume that John heard Jesus’ reply, but we don’t know how 
John responded.  How do we feel and conduct our lives when it feels 
like God has abandoned us, just like Jesus seemingly abandoned John?  
In our situation, do we see darkness and dwell in despair, or do we seek 
support from trusted Christian sages for encouragement?  The Good 
News is that we may not get the answers we want in this life, but the 
answer we need is God loves us and will NEVER leave us or forsake us, 
regardless of our feelings or circumstances (Deuteronomy 31:6-8).  
 
Kyle Arney 
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Friday, October 4 
 
Mark 6:30-44 (NIV) 
Jesus feeds the five thousand 
 
The feeding of the five thousand is one of the best known and best 
loved accounts of the miracles of Jesus.  The details are so compelling: 
all those thousands of people sitting in groups of fifty and hundred on 
the ground on a hillside far from any village, being fed all they need by 
the disciples who begin the feast with five loaves of bread and two fish.  
It’s certainly a demonstration of the divine power of our Lord.  But we 
can also see it as a demonstration of the compassion of Jesus. 
 
Starting in verse 35, Mark writes:  “By this time it was late in the day, so 
His disciples came to Him.  ‘This is a remote place’ they said, ‘and it’s 
already very late.  Send the people away so they can go to the 
surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves something to 
eat.’”  Jesus did not want them to go away hungry so He told his 
disciples, “You give them something to eat.”  The story continues, in 
verse 41: “Taking the five loaves and two fish and looking up to heaven, 
He gave thanks and broke the loaves.  Then He gave them to the 
disciples to set before the people.  He also divided the two fish among 
them all.  They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up 
twelve basketfuls of broken pieces and fish.”  It was a miracle surely, 
but also an act of love.  Jesus wanted to meet their physical as well as 
their spiritual needs.  His divine power is on display across the universe.  
His compassion we can feel in our hearts.  
 
Don Holt 
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Week 5 
 
Monday, October 7 
 
Mark 6:45-56 
Jesus walks on water 
 
Reflection: 
In the previous section Jesus has just performed the miracle of feeding 
the 5,000.  Imagine how loud, crowded and public this meal would have 
been.  This passage starts with Jesus directing the disciples to get in the 
boat and leave for another town, miles away, without Him.  This private 
journey was not easy for the disciples, as they wound up in a storm, 
rowing to save their own lives in the middle of the night.  What were 
they thinking during the middle of the night as they were scared in the 
boat, as a result of following direction from Jesus?  Can you think of a 
time (or times) that you have been scared when you have followed 
direction from Jesus? 
 
The fear of the disciples continues when they see Him (but not 
recognizing Him) walking on the water.  Jesus assures them, and then 
calms the storm.  Jesus walked on the water and calmed the storm – 
Let that sink in.  The Teacher of the disciples – within a few hours – fed 
5,000 people, walked on water, and calmed a storm.  Is anything too big 
for Him?  What is going on in your journey or storm? … Take it to Jesus.  
Nothing is too big for Him. 
 
The next morning they arrived at their destination, a town where Jesus 
is recognized.  People began bringing the sick to Him so He would heal 
the sick by a touch of even His garments.  Think of the excitement and 
energy that has replaced the scared, loneliness of the overnight 
journey!  Joy comes with the morning! 
 
Tom Powell 
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Tuesday, October 8 
 
Mark 7:1-23 
Clean and unclean 
 
As I read this section of Mark, I was struck by the repetition of the word 
“traditions.” Jesus is asked by the Pharisees and teachers of religious 
law, “Why don’t Your disciples follow our age-old tradition?” His 
answer, as He quotes Isaiah, “These people honor Me with their lips, 
but their hearts are far from Me… For you ignore God’s law and 
substitute your own tradition.” 
 
I couldn’t help but ask myself how many of the things that I do are 
based on tradition and not God’s law, even if that was the original 
intent. Over the years the list of don’ts has been quite long: don’t 
smoke, don’t drink, don’t dance, don’t play cards, don’t go to the 
movies, don’t-don’t-don’t… the list could go on and on. And yet, am I 
honoring God or bowing down to traditions? 
 
Jesus goes on to discuss what “spoils” us. He says, “Can’t you see that 
the food you put into your body can’t defile (spoil) you?” He goes on to 
say, “It’s what comes from inside that defiles you… All these {His list is 
long} vile things come from within; they are what defile you.” I pray that 
I will always remember that God is much more concerned with what 
comes out of me, sinful and hurtful words and actions, as these show 
the state of my heart.  
 
Marilyn Sweeny 
 
 
 
Wednesday, October 9 
 
Mark 7:24-30 
The faith of the Syrophoenician woman 
 
Talking back to Jesus? Oh, that’s a thing. Here it is in Mark! 
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Complete stranger, and not even a Jew, points out a truth of life to our 
Lord and Savior. Yes, the dogs do get the crumbs, it’s true. Jesus 
agreed with her! 
 
And the place in life where this Syro-Phoenician woman found herself 
was desperation; she’d take the crumbs, that’d be OK. Her little 
daughter was “possessed by an impure spirit.” There was nothing she 
could do except fall on the mercy of this stranger who had come to her 
town. 
 
She begged, she believed Jesus could cure her daughter. Her faith 
made her argue her case, for the love of the child. Jesus heard her faith, 
didn’t He? She did not know the Law or the Prophets, she just knew she 
needed a miracle, and she believed the miracle-worker was this man 
with whom she was debating. 
 
After spending the earlier part of the day arguing with the Pharisees, 
Jesus wants a break, but instead He is involved, yet again, with a needy 
person and witnesses what real faith looks like. Love of this mother 
pushed her to challenge the status quo. 
 
So, we learn that Jesus hears us. No matter how far away from Him we 
were born, no matter how far away we’ve run, we can still cry out for 
His healing, and for the healing of our children, and the ones we love. 
Look and see: We can boldly dialogue with the Creator of the universe! 
 
Susan Ferrell 
 
 
 
Thursday, October 10 
 
Mark 7:31-37 
The healing of a deaf and mute man 
 
My greatest joy in preparing a devotion like this (heck, my greatest joy 
anytime) is to have a chance to sit down and read the Bible, and take 
time to follow where the cross references lead – to try and see what 
God is saying to me.  
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I chose these verses in Mark (Mark 7:31-37) because they talk about 
healing and I felt they connected to thoughts and prayers around our 
daughter Claire. But, as the cross references in my Bible had me going 
into Matthew, Isaiah, Revelation, and back into Mark, two things 
emerged.  
 
First, “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.” (According to a quick 
search, this is in 14 verses, in Matthew, Luke, Hebrews, and 8 times in 
Revelation alone.) I came to see this verse as not about physical healing 
but about spiritual healing.  To me this means becoming closer to Christ 
by being in His word and discerning His guidance to me personally, 
regularly. The healing that comes from this is miraculous. Back to our 
Claire, we have come to see how God has blessed us through her – her 
love is unconditional; she’s not weighed down by the things of the 
world that trouble us. These traits have pointed us/me to God. 
 
Second, I think I have always thought that it is strange that Jesus would 
“command them not to tell anyone” about this miracle He had 
performed (NIV, Mark 7:36).  He did this often.  
 
I’m not sure I fully understand this. Commentaries I found point to 
Jesus: 

a) Not wanting crowds following Him that were so large that He 
could not minister or; 

b) Perhaps His being on some sort of a course that called for Him 
not to be so public with His miracles at this point in time.  

 
These don’t make a lot of sense to me; I think what I’ve settled on for 
now is that as a man I cannot hope to understand the ways of God, but 
simply need to accept, and obey, and perhaps wonder as well (see 
Isaiah 55:9). 
 
Scott Macdonald 
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Friday, October 11 
 
Mark 8: 1-13 
Jesus feeds the four thousand 
 
As I reflect on the miracle Jesus performed in feeding the four thousand 
(not long after feeding the five thousand earlier in the gospel of Mark), 
my mind turns to the multiplication of the bread and fish. Perhaps with 
a western mindset, I wonder what would have actually been seen if I 
had been there. Upon breaking a loaf, did the two pieces become larger 
so they could be broken again? Did the bread grow like rising dough in 
order to be broken again? 
 
When Jesus changed the water into wine with His first miracle, perhaps 
one could see the darkening of the water, if they were there and closely 
observed. With the multiplication of the loaves and fish, Jesus 
performed the miracle and gave the food to His disciples to distribute. 
Hence, the disciples were not multiplying the food, Jesus was. Did the 
four thousand people even know there was a miracle being performed 
in the moment? 
 
In the end, it really does not matter what scientific observation of the 
miracle would have recorded. Like Thomas, when he saw and believed, 
blessed are those that have not seen and yet believed. So what remains 
is the multiplication of blessings and things that fill the physical needs 
in our life by Christ. He knows our needs, both spiritual and also 
physical. Jesus felt compassion for the people’s physical needs of 
hunger and engaged the power of God to fill those needs. I know He 
does the same things in my life, multiplying His blessings upon me. Not 
in a way of scarcity and “just enough,” but with abundance, generosity 
and compassion. 
 
Dave Tedesco 
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Week 6 
 
Monday, October 14 
 
Mark 8:14-21 
The yeast of the pharisees and Herod; The healing of the blind man at 
Bethsaida 
 
Jesus is angry at the disciples’ inability to grasp who He really is. They 
cannot understand what He is capable of doing for them. They can’t 
break out of their all-too-human view of Jesus. And even after 2,000 
years of Christianity, can I? 
 
Following on the feeding of the five thousand Jews and four thousand 
gentiles (non-Jews), have I not yet understood that Jesus is the ‘one 
loaf,’ the Eucharistic bread of life, broken and shared, in order to 
achieve Christian fellowship for all peoples? 
 
Jesus channels His anger in a constructive and challenging way. He asks 
the poor disciples nine pointed questions. Like the disciples, I too can 
be dull, mediocre, half-alive, confused. The divine drama is being 
played out around me, but I do not seem to know my God-given part in 
it. 
 
I think of Jesus looking at me lovingly, speaking to me gently, inviting 
me to understand and to receive His good news into my heart. 
 
The daily bread of which Jesus speaks is not for the stomach. I pray that 
my eyes may see, that my ears may hear and that my memory be 
blessed to notice God's goodness and to receive the food God offers to 
me each day. 
 
The disciples are worried about having too little bread, and Jesus is 
saying:  Surely you have learned that you do not need to worry about 
that when you are with Me?  Jesus is asking them to learn from their 
experience and keep their worries in perspective. 
 
I need to learn that myself, Lord. The worries that seem huge in a 
moment of crisis seem trivial a week later. I survive sickness, 
temptation and failure, and bounce back. Help me to keep my heart up.  
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They had no bread but what they forgot was that they had Jesus. 
Prayer is opening ourselves to the presence of Jesus in our time of 
prayer and in life. The centre of Christian life and Christian prayer is 
Jesus. The fruits of Christian prayer are to live like Him. The basis of 
prayer is faith. Ask for an increase in faith, ask to live like Him. 
 
The one loaf was all that was necessary. They had forgotten that Jesus 
could feed the many with the one bread. He cautions them to depend 
on Him in life. The one loaf also looks ahead to the Eucharist. Jesus will 
identify Himself then with a loaf of bread. Our prayer gives us time to 
allow the mystery of Jesus, the one thing necessary in life, to sink into 
the depths of our personalities. 
 
“Yeast” here symbolises the evil influences of both the religious and the 
political leaders of Israel who were at odds with Jesus. Their teaching 
and their politics could infest the minds and hearts of the disciples. 
Today's culture with its rampant consumerism and greed can easily 
infest the hearts and minds of contemporary Christians.  
(www.sacredspace.ie/scripture/mark-814-21) 
 
Lord, break down the walls that press in on my heart: Help me truly 
understand that You are the Son of God, and that in company with You I 
truly live. Help me see that You Yourself are the ‘bread’ which I need to 
stay alive. Help me to hang all my hope on You. 
 
Lisa Pires 
 
 
 
Tuesday October 15 
 
Mark 8: 27-38 
Peter’s confession of Christ; Jesus predicts his death 
 
We see Jesus, in the first eight chapters of Mark, moving from place to 
place healing many, casting out demons, feeding thousands with next 
to nothing, telling stories, walking on water, calming storms, raising a 
dead girl, disregarding Jewish customs, re-defining the Sabbath, 
contending with religious leaders, fraternizing with despised people, 
and forgiving sins.  
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We see Jesus’ disciples trying to keep up, trying to understand.  In Mark 
6:52 we see them, in the face of yet another miracle, not wanting to 
believe. Time and again they asked what Jesus was talking about.  Time 
and again they expressed doubt and skepticism: How would they feed 
all of those people? How would they survive the storms? Did they 
believe Jesus could heal, or raise the dead to life? 
 
We see the people from Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth skeptical, 
unbelieving, offended, trying to cut Jesus down to size.  He was just a 
carpenter after all, son of Mary, brother to four brothers and some 
sisters, someone “just like us,” implying that Jesus not only wasn’t the 
Messiah, but had no right to speak as He did in the synagogue. 
 
We see the religious leaders criticizing Jesus and His disciples, 
challenging Him to perform yet another miracle, on cue, as a condition 
of their belief. 
 
In Mark 8:27 Jesus asks His disciples who people say that He is.  They 
answer that some think He is John the Baptist, others Elijah or some 
other prophet come back to life.  But then Jesus makes it personal.  He 
asks who they think He is.  Peter, always the impetuous one, answered, 
“You are the Messiah.” Did the others chime in?  Did they believe? And 
what exactly did they believe? It’s not possible to hear Peter’s inflection 
or intonation from the text.  Was it a tentative statement – more of a 
question?  Was it a strong declaration of conviction?  Peter often didn’t 
“get it,” before and often after this. 
 
Moments after Peter’s answer, Jesus filled them in on the terrible 
things He was to suffer. Peter chided Him, told Him not to speak like 
that, not to speak of those things.  Surely Jesus could avoid the awful 
things He had just described.  Jesus’ response was strong, unequivocal. 
Addressing Peter, He told Satan to get behind Him, that he (Peter) was 
only looking at this from a human point of view, and not from God’s.  
God’s great, paradoxical idea was that Jesus’ followers should take up 
their crosses and follow Him; that in laying down one’s life, His 
followers would find real life. 
 
The question Jesus asked, “Who do you think that I am?” goes to the 
heart of our relationship with Him, with God.  It speaks to our world-
view, our God-view.  Was Jesus just a historical figure, a wise magician, 
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now long-gone? Is Jesus one of many good prophets, on a par with 
others?  Is Jesus the only way to the Father?  Do many roads lead to 
God?  Is Jesus unique, the only way to God?  Is He the Messiah?  What 
does that mean? 
 
Just as Jesus’ disciples were often clueless, this writer is also clueless.  
Can Jesus do it? Does He need my help to succeed?  Many things look 
so bad; is He around? Does He know what’s going on?  Does He care?  
Take up my cross and lose my life for His sake?  That goes against all 
my impulses. I want to grab onto life, go for the gusto, not give it away. 
 
In the face of skepticism and unbelief and cluelessness in Mark’s gospel, 
we hear Jesus say again and again:  Watch Me. Follow Me.  Trust Me.  
Believe in Me.  May we increasingly do those things and more, even 
though we don’t see or follow or trust or believe very well.  Amen. 
 
Roger Lautz 
 
 
 
Wednesday, October 16 
 
Mark 9: 1-13  
The transfiguration 
 

CAN YOU IMAGINE 
 

… seeing Jesus in all His Glory and Majesty? 
 

… listening to Him converse with some of the 
 saints of old? 
 

… hearing God's own voice speak of His Son? 
 

… knowing that now you are in the 'in group,' 
 among the chosen ones, and that never again 
 will you feel lonely or afraid because it is here 
 that you belong? 
 

PRAISE GOD, YOU'RE HOME -- AT LAST!!! 
 
Martha Roskam  
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Thursday, October 17 
 
Mark 9:14-29 
The healing of a boy with an evil spirit 
 
Jesus, Peter, James and John have literally just had a “mountaintop 
experience” and return to find the other disciples in turmoil. This poor 
father must be so discouraged and at the end of his rope. He must have 
hoped that the disciples could free his son from the demon that 
torments him, and has caused his family so much pain and suffering. 
They cannot. 
 
But then, Jesus Himself arrives. Maybe now? The boy is thrown to the 
ground in the presence of Jesus. I’m sure Jesus knows the situation, so 
it is curious that He speaks first to the father and asks how long this has 
been occurring. At this point, I suspect He is addressing the pain of the 
father as well as the son. The agony of watching your son, your child, be 
tormented. You are powerless to do anything for him, dads are 
supposed to protect their children after all. This father has been 
suffering along with his son since childhood. I love the father’s guarded 
hope, “But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” I wish I 
could have seen Jesus’ eyes when He says in response, “If You can?” 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, I come to You with guarded hope all too often. You know 
the things I plead for, and have been pleading for, for many years. I 
don’t want to say “if You can” because I know You are able to overcome 
even the deepest darkness. But, it is hard to keep hoping while I wait. 
Forgive me. Help me to keep praying courageously and steadfastly, 
knowing that You can and will act. I too believe, help me to overcome 
my unbelief! 
 
Meg Tillman 
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Friday, October 18 
 
Mark 9:30-37 
Who is the greatest 
 
In verses 30-32 Jesus makes the second of three predictions regarding 
His death and resurrection in Mark (8:31, 10:33). 
 
Jesus very clearly states that the Son of Man is going to be killed by 
men, and three days later He will rise. With the knowledge we have 
now through the Bible, this couldn’t seem like a simpler truth. We can’t 
really blame the disciples for not wanting to pursue this line of 
questioning with Jesus. They had already confessed that He was the 
Christ (Mark 8:27). Jesus was to be their Savior and Redeemer. While 
this was certainly true then, and still true now – they thought He was 
their savior from Rome, not the Savior of their souls. So in the minds of 
the disciples, Jesus couldn’t die at the hands of men if He was going to 
accomplish His earthly mission.  
 
We also can’t blame the disciples for keeping quiet, since the last time 
Jesus predicted His death, Peter spoke up and was called “satan” by 
Jesus (Mark 8:33).  The truth is, we are all like the disciples. We already 
know the ending to the story of Jesus’ death AND we have been given 
the Bible to guide us through even the end of days, yet we still doubt 
and refuse to see His hand working throughout all things. Praise God 
for His grace and mercy as He draws us slowly and gently, like children, 
closer to Him. 
 
These two passages really show the humanity of the disciples.  It’s 
easier for me to relate to them in these verses than in stories where 
they’re being biblical “heroes” – they were in the very presence of God 
incarnate and they still were doubting. It also shows the depth and 
breadth and width of God’s grace for us – liars, adulterers, idolaters, 
gossipers, sinners since the beginning of time – and yet He includes us 
in His story of redemption. In verses 33-37, Jesus asks the disciples what 
they were talking about on the road, and they don’t want to tell Him 
because they had been arguing about who was the greatest. Jesus tells 
them “anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the 
servant of all.” His answer is very counter cultural. We are obsessed 
with things being fair and “getting what we deserve.” The truth is we 
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have been given a gift greater than any other and we could not deserve 
it less. The way to the Father isn’t “fair” by any means; there was a 
sacrifice that was substantial and quite UNfair to the God that gave up 
His only son. But God doesn’t deal in fairness and He doesn’t give us 
what we deserve. He asks for humility and a willingness to believe in an 
undeserving gift. Positions in God’s kingdom aren’t determined by 
what we’ve accomplished here on earth, they are determined by our 
willingness to serve. We should be striving toward these characteristics 
– humility and service – everyday, not to try to make things “fair” or 
even the playing field between us and God, but to humbly accept that 
we have been so incredibly undeservingly overwhelmingly loved that 
we can’t help but try to replicate it to the world around us. Jesus then 
goes on to teach a simple, comforting and relevant Truth: “Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives Me, and whoever receives 
Me, receives not Me but Him who sent Me” (v.37).  Jesus Himself will be 
the greatest in the kingdom of God. He is seated at the right hand of 
God the Father almighty. Jesus took the servant’s road to the cross to 
lay down His life for us all. This is the good news of the Gospel message! 
And because our Savior, Redeemer and Brother Christ led with this 
example, we can’t help but show this love and servanthood to one 
another. Rather than jockey for position and status, Jesus tells us to 
look out for the helpless children in our society. By doing so we receive 
Him and the Father.  
 
Will & Jen Casey 
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Week 7 
 
Monday, October 21 
 
Mark 9:38-50 
Whoever is not against us is for us; Causing to sin 

 
Dear God, please open our hearts that we may see what You would 
have us see in Your Word, learn what You’d have us learn, and be 
transformed more and more into Your likeness.  Thank You! 
 
With many passages of scripture, it is quite helpful to read before and 
after the text being considered.  This is very true with this passage as 
we see the apostles struggling with position, exclusivity and perhaps a 
bit of jealousy.  What Jesus reveals to them, and to us, is that He is the 
center.  There is no possibility of neutrality with Jesus, “…whoever is 
not against us is for us.”  (And back in Matthew 12: 39, “Whoever is not 
with Me is against Me…”)  God incarnate, Jesus the risen Savior, is THE 
basis for our unity.  There is nothing more important, and we must not 
raise unnecessary barriers in the matter of Kingdom business. 
 
How easily we trivialize hell.  We can speak about it casually, 
dispassionately.  Not so for the One who gave His life that we may not 
go there.  God’s wrath as expressed in hell is a fierce and settled 
opposition to the sin that destroys His cherished creation.  In a series of 
graphic pictures characterized by His “It is better …” statements, Jesus 
warns us of (1) causing believers to stumble and (2) hanging on to the 
sin that destroys.  Through the hyperbole of these pictures, the One 
who paid it all is exhorting us to strongly and actively oppose the sin 
that keeps us from life.  
 
Jay Carstenbrock 
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Tuesday, October 22 
 
Mark 10:1–16 
Divorce; The little children and Jesus 
 
I have always heard teachings on this passage on how we should 
become like children to enter the kingdom of God.  A great teaching.  
But after a visit with my infant granddaughter, I saw this passage 
through eyes of Jesus and His paternal love. 
 
I look and stare at my precious grandchild with adoring eyes.  I delight 
in watching her sleep in peace... especially in my arms. I love looking 
into her eyes and telling her how much she is loved.  I sing joyful songs 
to her and wait patiently for her to smile. 
 
I know her innocence and her vulnerabilities.  My strong desire is to 
protect and nourish her.  Any discomfort of hunger, tiredness or other 
discomfort becomes my challenge to urgently care for and restore her 
to peace. 
 
I rejoice in every new discovery she makes.  I try to anticipate her needs 
before they present themselves.  I promised to myself that I would 
intercede for her all the days of my life... that she would receive God’s 
best for her. 
 
If this is the love a grandmother feels toward her granddaughter, how 
much more does Christ love us, delight in us, protect and provide for 
us? 
 
So enter this Bible passage as a child... feel His adoring eyes looking 
down at you.  See Him calling you to Himself and feel His loving arms 
welcoming you into His presence. Listen to His loving and comforting 
words that lift up your wounded heart and make you feel cherished and 
valued.  Draw near to your ever-present Heavenly Father and receive 
His best for you. 
 
Jayne Bischoff 
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Wednesday, October 23 
 
Mark 10:17-34 
The rich young man 
 
Jesus has a way of getting to the nub of the matter, of fingering our sin, 
and of offering a better way. That’s what He did with the moral rich 
man who followed the commandments, but who loved his wealth more 
than following Jesus. 
 
Others idolize family or real estate or ____________ (you fill in the 
blank). Do we find our primary identity and worth in things or in 
relationships over our Lord and Creator? 
 
In contrast, Jesus’s disciples left everything to follow Him. They grasped 
the dilemma of the rich man and despaired of his salvation.  
 
Jesus did nothing to resolve their puzzlement over the futility of 
chasing after idols. Rather, He turned everything upside down. By 
laying down our idols to follow Jesus, whether riches or homes or 
relationships, we find them anew in the good news (gospel) of Christ. 
Such abundant grace is an impossibility with everyone but God who is 
able to restore and order all things in relationship to Him. 
 
But laying down our idols and following Jesus comes at a cost. 
Persecution and dying to self comes with the territory, just as Jesus 
turned His face to Jerusalem, knowing that He would be bruised for our 
transgressions and crucified for our sins. But as the early Apostles’ 
creed puts it: “On the third day He rose again. He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.” All things are 
possible with God, who gives eternal life! 
 
Reflection: What is your idol — the thing getting in the way of you 
following Jesus? Is it your wealth? Your real estate? Your children? Your 
boyfriend/girlfriend/spouse? Your intellect? Your addiction? Something 
else? 
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Ask the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Christ, to give you the eyes to see the 
idol you must lay down so that, by God’s grace, you can be released of 
it to follow Jesus, no matter what the cost, and find your true self and 
value in Him. 
 
Doug Milford 
 
 
 

Thursday, October 24 
 

Mark 10:35-45 
The request of James and John 
 
It strikes me the audacity of James and John in verse 35 saying to the 
Christ, “We want You to do whatever we ask.”  I can’t imagine saying 
that to Jesus, and yet Jesus responds, “What do You want me to do for 
you?” 
 

Perhaps I’m deluding myself when I think that I would NEVER ask for 
the honored seat beside Jesus in glory. Are there ways that I expect 
anything to this level from Jesus? I am searching my heart... 
 

Then Jesus tells them they don’t know what they are asking, and adds, 
“Can you drink the cup that I will drink?”  When they replied yes, it is 
obvious that they had no idea what He was about to suffer.  And none 
of us REALLY knows what this cup cost the King of Glory. 
 

In verses 43-45, Jesus sums up succinctly an issue we struggle with 
every day, because it is so counter cultural.  In our everyday thinking, 
we want to stand out, be the best, be successful in the world’s eyes, get 
ahead of the next guy.  But Jesus’ words pierce the mind and heart of 
every true believer:  “Whoever wants to be great among you must be 
your servant.  And whoever wants to be first, must be slave of all.”  
Every day, in every way, our ways are the opposite of this teaching.  We 
long to be noticed, commended, we compete to be given the highest 
honor.  Yet EVEN HE did not come to be served, but to serve… AND to 
give His very life for us.  These are words I want to focus on far more 
deeply in my life. 
 
Kristin Kriegbaum  
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Friday, October 25 
 
Mark 10:46-52 
Blind Bartimaeus receives his sight 
 
As blind Bartimaeus sat by the road begging, he heard that Jesus was 
coming.  Not only were the disciples with Jesus, but we are told a large 
crowd followed.  Imagine the noise!  Bartimaeus began to loudly call 
out.  He must have been making quite a ruckus, as people were telling 
him to stop.  He only shouted more loudly.  And it is what he cried out 
that made Jesus stop.  The Message says He “stopped in His tracks.”  
Bartimaeus called, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”  He 
believed Jesus to be the Son of David, the promised Messiah!  How 
remarkable that someone who couldn’t see to get around or see Jesus 
perform miracles came to this conclusion.  Jewish religious scholars 
didn’t “see” this and some who followed Jesus were there for the 
spectacle.  They didn’t “see” who Jesus was.  But this man without 
physical sight had spiritual insight.  Jesus asked what he wanted Him to 
do and restored his sight because of Bartimaeus’ faith.  Then 
Bartimaeus followed Jesus. 
 
What do you believe about Jesus today and how do you persevere in 
your relationship with Him?  What do you need Him to do for you?  
What do you see? 
 
May the words of this song be your prayer. 

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart.  I 
want to see You.   
To see You high and lifted up, shining in the light of Your glory.   
Pour out Your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy. 
Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart.  I 
want to see You. 

 
Barb Martin 
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Week 8 
 
Monday, October 28 
 
Mark 11:1-11  
The triumphal entry 
 
Jesus and His disciples have just arrived, yet Jesus tells two of His 
disciples exactly what to expect as they go into the city ahead of them. 
Jesus’ instructions are easily followed... it’s as though Jesus had already 
gone before them, everything is just as He told them it would be. 
  *  Jesus knows what lies ahead of us. 
 
In the past Jesus has always slipped away from crowds that gathered to 
praise Him.  Yet now Jesus moves forward into the crowds that are 
shouting, “Hosanna!”  “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord!”   
 
I imagine Jesus’ disciples were amazed or maybe they realized that this 
was the time Jesus had been waiting for.   
  *  God’s timing is perfect. 
 
The passage closes as quietly as it began.  Jesus entering His Father’s 
house, looking around and leaving with the twelve that He had started 
the day with. 
  *  God walks with us throughout our days and nights. 
 
Prayer / Song: 

Good morning God,  
This is Your day,  
I am Your child,  
Show me Your way. 

 
Karin Manning 
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Tuesday, October 29 
 
Mark 11:12-25 
Jesus clears the temple; The withered fig tree 
 
It has always seemed odd to me what Mark jammed into the 11th 
Chapter of his Gospel, the Triumphal entry, Jesus getting angry and 
clearing the Temple, and His interaction with a Fig tree while leaving 
and returning to Bethany.  Of course I never bothered to dig a little 
deeper to postulate as to what underlying theme might exist. Especially 
in verses 12-25 covering Jesus interaction in the temple, and of all 
things, His conversation with and about a Fig tree, while traveling with 
His disciples. How could these two things possibly be tied together? 
 
To begin, let’s unbundle the verses a bit, since Jesus’ trip from Bethany 
to Jerusalem and back to Bethany takes place over two days and covers 
verses 12-14 (the trip to Jerusalem) and then verses 20-25 (the trip from 
Jerusalem). 
 
(Vs. 12-14) The verbs in this set of verses seem important. Jesus 
LEAVES Bethany, He WAS HUNGRY, He SAW a fig tree in leaf, and he 
WENT out to see if it had figs. Jesus would have known that around 
Passover, it was more than two months too early for a fig tree to have 
fruit. So, why would He get excited about the chances of this fig tree, 
with a few more leaves than normal, to actually have fruit? Oddly, Jesus 
comes to the fig tree, sees that it has NO figs, and says: “May no one 
ever eat fruit from you again.” That seems harsh, unless He is up to 
something else. 
 
(Vs. 20-25) Now Jesus and the disciples are leaving Jerusalem and 
returning to Bethany. Peter notes to Jesus that the fig tree that He 
cursed the day before has withered and died! Again, Jesus does 
something that seems odd, unless He is up to something else. He uses 
this return trip to Bethany and the fig tree as a teaching moment. Again 
verbs seem to be important in these verses: 22) HAVE FAITH in God. 
23) BELIEVE and it will be DONE for him. 24) ASK in prayer, BELIEVE 
that you will receive it, and it will be yours. 25) When you STAND 
PRAYING, if you HOLD ANYTHING against anyone, FORGIVE HIM, so 
that your Father in heaven may FORGIVE you your sins! 
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(Vs. 15-19) Now let’s turn our attention to Jesus and the disciples’ time 
in Jerusalem at the Temple. Most of us are much more familiar with 
these few verses when Jesus enters the temple and gets angry with 
how the Temple, the house of the Lord, is being abused. Jesus enters 
the Temple, begins by driving out those who were buying and selling, 
and overturns the tables of the money changers who enable the 
transactions to take place. Verse 16 seems very personal and symbolic. 
16) He would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the 
Temple Courts. Apparently they did that a lot! And this was His Father’s 
House! Jesus then said: “Is it not written: (Isa. 56:7) ‘My house will be 
called a house of PRAYER for all nations?’ But you have made it a den of 
robbers.” Verses 18-19 also speak to the underlying theme that Jesus 
seems to be pulling out of the experience that He and the disciples are 
having. The chief priests and teachers of the Law heard this and began 
looking for a way to kill Him, for they FEARED Him, because the whole 
crowd was amazed at His teaching. 
 
So how do we stitch these verses together in Mark Chapter 11? What if 
the basic concept is about how people do, or don’t, produce fruit. What 
if Jesus isn’t just ticked off because there are no figs on a tree between 
Bethany and Jerusalem. What if He is trying to teach the Disciples, and 
us, that producing fruit and growth is of utmost importance to Him and 
His Father. And what if He is saying that He really doesn’t like if when 
we blow off growth. Maybe it’s not the tree, but who (Israel) (and us) is 
growing. And what if the worst example of those who “blow off” the 
importance of growth are actually some of us in the church (or Temple) 
and we show our lack of growth, by our actions. That would probably 
be enough to tick off the Lord! Or can we be self-introspective? And 
what if a part of that growth is getting down on our knees in prayer in 
the house of God, as He intended? 
 
I can’t help but think that C. S. Lewis had it correct in The Screwtape 
Letters. It’s like the dark one can’t help but plot against us so that 
somehow we completely miss the whole point of a chapter like Mark 11. 
Growth and fruit, or abuse and judgment. Let’s choose the former. 
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What I wish for all of us, is that we would have a greater sense of what it 
means to desire to bear fruit, and that it would cause us to want to dig 
in further to God’s Word, and long for Church Fellowship, in order to 
leave behind fear, find trust, and grow in order to bear fruit. 
 
Kevin Strom 
 
 
 
Wednesday, October 30 
 
Mark 11:27-33 (NIV) 
The Authority of Jesus Questioned 
 
This verse speaks to the tendency of people, often those “in power”, to 
question the teachings and actions of Jesus within the framework of 
how it impacts their own power and intentions.  And from the 
exchange, it occurs to me that it highlights that we cannot understand 
and fully appreciate Jesus’ teaching and actions without a basic faith in 
His being the SON – in comparison our own legalistic questions and 
parsing seem small and self serving.   
 
By accepting that Jesus came here, teaching and acting by the 
authority of the FATHER, we accept HIS outreach to us and open our 
hearts to the faith that saves us. 
 
Mark Anderson 
 
 
 
Thursday, October 31 
 
Mark 12:1-12 
The parable of the tenants (or parable of the vineyard) 
 
Jesus tells this parable after arriving early in the morning to teach in the 
temple courts.  It is directed at the chief priest and religious elders after 
they confront Jesus concerning His teaching and in resentment to His 
entering the temple.   
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Primary Characters: 
• Landowner – God 
• Vineyard – His Kingdom 
• Tenants – Religious Leaders, who reject Him 
• Landowners Servants – God’s prophets and faithful believers 
• Beloved Son - Jesus 

 
Jesus tells of a landowner who places his vineyards in the hands of 
tenant workers, who lease the land, care for the crops and reap reward 
from the harvest with a subset of the profit going to the landowner.  
When the landowner sends his servants to collect his share, they are 
beaten, driven away or even killed – as is the case when sending his 
only, beloved son.  This is prophetic in the sense Jesus is telling them 
what they will do to Him.  Jesus refers to Psalm 118:22 – “The stone 
that the builders rejected has now become the cornerstone.” 
 
The chief priest and religious elders recognize who this parable is 
directed towards, as they rejected Jesus when He came speaking of 
grace, love and forgiveness.  For this reason, they wanted to silence 
Him but were too afraid to act openly due to fear of an uprising. 
 
Application: 
Whenever I read a passage of scripture, I ask myself “How does this 
passage apply to me and where I’m at today?”  Where must I adjust my 
thoughts, my words, my actions and my motivations? 
 
Will I sincerely seek relationship with Jesus Christ today?  Like the bad 
tenants, will I ignore or reject His Word and live disobediently today? 
Today will I live in a way that reflects the true love of God to all who I 
interact with? 
 
Jon Martin 
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Friday, November 1 
 
Mark 12:13-17 
Paying taxes to Caesar 
 
The question posed to Jesus by the Pharisees was intended to trap Him 
in an inconsistency.  Though not an unfair or unreasonable question, 
the Pharisees knew that if Jesus supported Roman taxation, He would 
offend His followers, and if He rejected Roman taxation He could be 
charged with treason.  In their efforts to trick Him, the Pharisees even 
hypocritically tried flattery, “We know you are a man of integrity.”  
Jesus dismisses their disingenuousness and asks the Pharisees to bring 
Him a coin.  Holding the coin in His hand, Jesus posed a question back 
to the Pharisees, “Whose image is this?”, and they replied, “Caesar’s.”  
In His response to the Pharisees answer of the imbedded image on the 
coin, Jesus gives us this profound truth:  Things may bear the image of 
things, but humankind bears the image of God. 
 
In the creation story, God spoke humankind into existence, wonderfully 
made, loved and blessed by God (Genesis 1:26-27).  As image bearers, 
He made us co-workers with Him.  This does not mean that humankind 
is God, or equal to God; we are limited by time and space, male and 
female, and separated from God by sin, yet we are reconciled to Him 
through Jesus Christ (Col. 1:19-20).  Jesus declares that it is in the 
image-bearing we find our identity. 
 
Thomas Merton said, “To say that I am made in the image of God is to 
say that love is the reason for my existence, for God is love.  Love is my 
true identity.  Selflessness is my true self.  Love is my true character.  
Love is my name.” 
 
Dave Sveen 
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Week 9 
 
Monday, November 3 
 
Mark 12:18-27 
Marriage at the resurrection 
 
Have you ever wondered what life will be like in the resurrection?  I 
usually think about all the people I love or people I’ve always wanted to 
meet who I will see.  What a thought!  But we can only think about what 
life will be like then in terms of how we know life right now.  Moses lays 
out this Kinsman-Redeemer law in Deuteronomy 25:5-6, and for the 
Sadducees, they are sure this law proves the falsity of the resurrection; 
something about what the resurrection entails doesn’t align with how 
we know live right now — how can this woman be married to seven 
men in the resurrection?  Either Moses is wrong, or the resurrection 
isn’t true. 
 
Their question poses a larger concern of what any reunion will be like in 
the resurrection.  Who will we see?  Will it be like we’re picking up from 
right where we left off?  Will we perfectly remember all the memories 
we shared together in this life?  But Jesus reminds them of the most 
important aspect of life in the resurrection:  living as the angels do, who 
exist to worship and serve God.  The most important thing will be living 
in perfectly restored relationship with God.  This is something we 
cannot fully comprehend in this life, but we experience glimpses of 
through our relationships with each other now.  Therefore, our human 
relationships are not our highest aim, but in the resurrection, we will 
fulfill the purpose for which we were created.  When you think about 
the resurrection, what do you picture?  What are you hoping for? 
 
Eliza Stiles 
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Tuesday, November 4 
 
Mark 12:28-34 
The greatest commandment 
 
What do we focus our daily thoughts, energies and actions on?  We 
each have different pursuits and interests; however, we should have an 
underlying focus of honoring our Creator. 
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 says:  “Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.”  
God must be first place in the depth of our soul and spirit.  Jesus Christ 
then told His disciples, “and you shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your 
strength” (Mark 12:30). 
 
Joshua and Caleb were two dauntless men that focused unswerving on 
their Creator’s unchallengeable strength and resolute assurances of 
guidance and protection throughout their lives.  They faithfully 
honored God in everything they did.  One can only wonder what love 
do we have in discipleship in today’s world. 
 
During Paul‘s second journey with Timothy and Silas, on the Sabbath 
day they went out of the city to the riverside and spoke to a woman 
“they met there.”  Lydia received the understanding of God’s love and 
requested that she and her household be baptized immediately.  Her 
household became a meeting place for all, and a warm, generous 
hospitality to the elders and brethren. 
 
Never forget the examples of Joshua and Caleb, who never lost focus 
on God’s love.  On Lydia, who made loving God the principal 
groundwork of her life.  Endeavor zealously and resolutely to love the 
Lord, thy God; this should be the core of everything we do. 
 
Robert Henricksen 
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Wednesday, November 5 
 
Mark 12: 35-37 
Whose son is the Christ 
 
In this passage, religious leaders are listening to the words of Jesus, but 
are not understanding them. What Jesus was telling them did not fit 
into what they expected of the Messiah. The teachers of Jesus’ time 
had the understanding and expectation that the Messiah would come 
from the line of David. Thinking of the Messiah as “the son of David” 
distracted them from recognizing Him as the son of God, and their 
Lord.  
 
Just like the teachers from the passage, we too are guilty of placing our 
own expectations on Christ. When Jesus does act, we miss it, because 
we were distracted by our expectations. What expectations are limiting 
us from living into the fullness of Christ? What are the circumstances, 
people, perceptions, etc., that get in the way of recognizing Jesus as 
Lord?  
 
Jaimie & Jeremy Munson 
 
 
 
Thursday, November 6 
 
Mark 12:38-44 
The widow’s offering 
 
“How Much to Give?” 
 
True or False:  I should give more than I do to our church?   
 
Regardless of how you answer, how much to give is a decision we must 
make every time we give to the Lord’s work.  In our reading today Jesus 
is watching the people give their offerings at the temple.  The rich gave 
lots, wanting others to notice their generosity.  But Jesus is not 
impressed. Then a very poor lady – a widow – gives her offering.  It is 
just two small coins, but it is literally all that she has.  Now Jesus is very 
impressed. 
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Jesus made it clear that the amount of the gift is not nearly as 
important as the motive for giving it.  For Jesus, quality of attitude 
trumps quantity of gift.  The widow had to have total trust in God for 
her daily needs.  The rich could put their trust in their savings, good 
salaries, IRAs and property.  Out of their discretionary funds they 
decided how much to give.  The widow gave everything she had to live 
on. 
 
How much to give?  Give until you must trust God to meet your needs.  
He wants our biggest gift – dependence and trust – to be in Him. 
 
Ron Salzman 
 
 
 
Friday, November 7 
 
Mark 13:1-8 
Signs of the end of the age 
 
I woke up this morning to learn that there had been two mass shootings 
in our country in the last 24 hours – 29 people are dead and 53 
wounded.  In addition, 41 people were shot in Chicago this weekend, 4 
died.  It’s so hard to wrap my head around these headlines.  I found 
myself praying, Lord, when will it all end?  Please come back!  But this 
isn’t unusual for me.  I think I pray this almost every day.  Is there ever a 
day when something bad doesn’t happen?  Maybe it’s happening to us, 
or a loved one, or in this case, complete strangers. I just want the 
suffering to be over. 
 
In this passage Jesus tells the disciples that many horrible things will 
take place:  There will be false prophets, wars, earthquakes and 
famines.  So, does that mean the end is near?  No.  He goes on to say, 
“These things must take place, but the end won’t follow immediately.  
This is only the first of the birth pains, with more to come.”  Ugh.  Not 
super encouraging.  But maybe it is. 
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There are so many terrible things that have happened throughout 
history since this passage was first written.  But God has never left us.  
He is always there to help us through the tough times.  And from these 
times come more witnesses, more testimonies to God’s faithfulness 
and more people saved.  His kingdom grows. 
 
Instead of asking, well pleading, with Jesus to come back now, I need to 
make sure I’m ready for His return.  His coming is imminent.  Maybe 
these things are happening so that we are reminded that He is coming 
back.  So we are ready.  Am I ready?  Am I doing all I can do to share the 
Good News of Christ with as many people as possible?  Or am I letting 
fear and panic take over as I read the headlines in the news and wonder 
what will happen next?  Verse 7 says, “but don’t panic.”  I can’t check 
out now.  There is still much work to be done.  God wants our help and 
our hearts! 
 
This passage gives me hope that even though things will get worse 
before they get better, God is always with us and will never leave us.  
We need to be ready.  He will return.  We can be sure of that. 
 
Andrea Martin 
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Week 10 
 
Monday, November 11 
 
Mark 13:9-31 
Signs of the end of the age, cont’d. 
 
“Watch Out!  Be On Your Guard!  Don’t Be Deceived!” 
 
Jesus is giving the disciples a “heads up” about the end times – the time 
preceding His second coming.  Believers will be brought before both 
religious and government powers as WITNESSES to them.  And the 
Holy Spirit will give the believer words.  But the gospel must first be 
preached to all nations before Jesus comes again.  Why?  The gospel is 
the only hope for all people. 
 
Family members will betray each other – how horrific.  But those who 
persevere – who “stand firm to the end will be saved.”  Times of great 
distress will ensue, and false Christs and false prophets will appear with 
miracles to deceive the believers, if that were possible. 
 
How can we avoid being deceived?  The anti-forgery experts tell us that 
the #1 way of detecting forgery is to know the original, the true one, 
perfectly in every detail.  For us that means knowing Jesus and God’s 
Word so well that inconsistencies and untruths are immediately 
obvious to us. 
 
Jesus says His coming will be unmistakable; He will come in clouds with 
great power and glory.  And His angels will gather the elect (believers) 
from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of the 
heavens.  “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will NEVER 
pass away.”  God’s Word is our solid rock, our safe refuge, our bastion 
of truth.  If we stick to that we will be safe ultimately. 
 
Karen Bloomquist 
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Tuesday, November 12 
 
Mark 13:32-37 
The day and the hour unknown 
 
I tend to mosey through life with my own agenda: daily quiet time, 
doing what needs to be done around the house or at my part-time job, 
reaching out to a few people, feeding my family, maybe a little too 
much screen time.  I’d say I’m doing okay.  But is “okay” what God asks 
of me? 
 
My mom once saw a bumper sticker that said, “Jesus is coming soon – 
look busy!”  While I don’t think God is keeping score of how many tasks 
I’ve completed, I’m learning that every day counts.  Every. Single. Day. 
 
And though there are plenty of days that go by in a blur, there are also 
many days when I feel discouraged by the headlines and the cultural 
trend to turn away from God.  I long for heaven, for all the sin and 
suffering to end.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
I need to ask myself, do I really believe that Jesus could show up 
tomorrow?  If so, am I making my days count?  More importantly, am I 
sharing the hope of the Gospel with others?  Ephesians 5:15-17 says, 
“Act like people with good sense and not like fools.  These are evil 
times, so make every minute count.  Don’t be stupid.  Instead, find out 
what the Lord wants you to do” (CEV).  It will require a shift in mindset 
to deliberately live wholly for Jesus each day while shining His light as a 
beacon of hope. 
 
Lord, please help me to make the most of my days here on earth.  Help me 
to live for Your return and to spread that hope to others.  Amen. 
 
Judy Barg 
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Wednesday, November 13 
 
Mark 14:1-11 
Jesus anointed at Bethany 
 
Frequently in the gospels we encounter contrasting responses to Jesus.  
Some people recognize Him for who He truly is, while others fail or 
refuse to acknowledge Him as the fulfillment of the messianic promises 
that the people of Israel had longed for.  In this story we have the 
beautiful response to Jesus of the unnamed woman set in contrast to 
the ugly plan of the chief priests and scribes to kill Jesus and the 
treachery of Judas to aid them in this plot.  The woman sees Jesus and 
acknowledges that He is worthy of her devotion and worship.  As she 
anoints Him abundantly with precious oil – she pours it over His head 
and does not merely dab a drop or two – she honors Him lavishly.  And, 
in fact, she does more than worship Him.  She also kindly cares for Him 
by anointing His body in preparation of His death and burial. 
 
In contrast, the detractors who witness this generous act of devotion 
take on a self-righteous posture of superiority.  They are indignant and 
scold her.  They act as if they care about the poor, but this appeal to the 
poor is really a distraction from their inability to see Jesus.  Jesus 
immediately steps in and firmly defends the woman against her critics.  
He commends her act as being kind, good and beautiful.  She has 
indeed responded to Him in the way that He deserves. 
 
This story, along with many others in the gospels, invites us to reflect 
on how clearly we see Jesus.  And it reminds us that the proper 
response to Jesus in our midst is extravagant worship. 
 
David Lauber 
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Thursday, November 14 
 
Mark 14:12-31  
The Lord's Supper; Jesus predicts Peter's Denial 
 
As I reflect on Peter’s denial of Jesus following the Last Supper, I am 
struck by the fact that God has a plan which we are not always able to 
see or understand, even when it is explained to us.  We are often an 
actor in His plan, although we may not always realize our part at the 
time. 
 
God had a plan with Jesus’ betrayal and Peter’s denial.  Jesus even 
explains that to His disciples by quoting from scripture the prophesy 
that needed to be fulfilled.  However, the disciples did not hear or 
understand, as we often do not.  
 
In his denial, Peter’s pride seems to overshadow his spiritual connection 
with Christ.  “Even if all fall away, I will not.”  Not only is Peter asserting 
his resolve, he is comparing himself to others to be shown in a more 
favorable light.  It is easy to be hard on Peter, as well as others in the 
bible when they seemingly fail.  Hindsight is often 20-20, and perhaps 
we are tempted to feel that we would not have done the same thing if 
we were in that situation. 
 
But God has a plan, and that plan will play out despite what we 
sometimes hope for.  If we resolve to do something we think is the right 
thing to do, and yet ends up ending in bitter disappointment, do we 
become too hard on ourselves? 
 
In the end, my takeaway from this passage is to forgive myself and 
others for seeming failures, to realize that I may not understand all that 
I see around me.  God has a greater plan that is playing out, and that 
even in my failure, God can still use me and it to accomplish God’s plan. 
 
Dave Tedesco 
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Friday, November 15 
 
Mark 14:32-42 
Gethsemane 
 
Jesus is distressed as He contemplates that the time is near for Him to 
be the sacrifice for a fallen mankind and experience the torment of 
being forsaken by the Father as He bears the cross for our sin.  He calls 
His three closest disciples to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray, and in 
praying, to submit Himself to His purpose in God’s will.  He asks those 
who have pledged their lives to Him to watch and pray as He goes on 
ahead in His distress, but returns three times to find them sleeping 
instead.  “Could you not watch one hour?”, He asks them.  Here is the 
whole gospel displayed in eleven verses; God recognizing our complete 
inability to help ourselves and making a decision to save us by 
sacrificing Himself.  
 
Lord, even today, as we watch and pray for Christ’s return, let us not be 
drowsy, but help us to sacrifice our lives also in submission to Your 
perfect will.  We, who so often fail to watch and pray for even an hour, 
receive strength to do Your will on earth through the power of Your 
Holy Spirit and receive answers to our prayers by the intercession of 
Your Son, Jesus, who sits at your right hand and intercedes on our 
behalf.  Thank you for the sacrifice of Your Son, that even when we fail 
You, we are forgiven through the covenant of redemption brought 
forth by Jesus’ willingness to be that sacrifice in the Garden of 
Gethsemane. 
 
Mike Gabriel 
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Week 11 
 
Monday, November 18 
 
Mark 14:43-52 
Jesus arrested 
 
“Betrayal” 
 
We all from time to time have been betrayed by someone.  As 
youngsters, it could have been by a person who told us they wanted to 
be our friend, then talked about us behind our backs, or told our 
precious secret when we asked for secrecy. 
 
As adults, these betrayals usually can be some of the deepest, with 
long-lasting, scars.  These types of betrayals are devastating.  The 
betrayal of husband/wife, or a family member, is simply one of the 
hardest events to process and then heal from.  
 
Jesus knew He would be betrayed by Judas.  One of the 12, the 
privileged, but two-faced, deceitful and wicked.  An act of love with the 
kiss he gave for a mission of hate and betrayal.  He was hand-picked by 
Jesus, lived, loved, learned and cared for. 
 
Christ’s death, which is coming, changes how we are to treat others.  
The way Jesus treated everyone that betrayed Him in the garden is an 
example of His unfailing love for us.  Judas, the disciples, Peter, the 
crowd and the young man all deserted Jesus in His darkest hour.  
WHY????? 
 
Jesus died so that we who put our trust in Him will never ever be alone.  
 
Cindy Bertsch 
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Tuesday, November 19 
 
Mark 14:53-65 
Jesus before the Sanhedrin 
 
In this passage, Jesus is brought before the Sanhedrin after His arrest at 
Gethsemane.  When falsely accused, He did not respond; but then the 
High Priest spoke up and asked the only question that mattered, “Are 
you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?”  Jesus responded with 
the two most meaningful words to these learned Jewish leaders, “Ego 
eimi.”  I AM.  This is the title God gave to Himself in Exodus 3:14 when 
He instructed Moses to say to the Israelites:  “I AM has sent me to you.”  
The Jewish leaders understood with no uncertainty what Jesus was 
saying and condemned Him for blasphemy.  Despite their great 
knowledge, they missed it, they truly did not know. 
 
The story of Stephen in Acts 6 and 7 tells a remarkably similar story – 
Sanhedrin, falsely accused, and many words that recount the history of 
God and the Israelites, just like Jesus’ two words ‘I AM’ were able to do.  
Stephen concludes his message, “You are just like your ancestors:  You 
always resist the Holy Spirit!”   
 
We all have distractions and barriers in our life that cause us to miss 
God’s presence in our midst, just like these Jewish leaders.  As in this 
story, I fear that my barriers may include not being open to finding God 
in a place that I was not looking and in thinking that I already know 
what’s truly right.  My prayer for each day is that I would seek to dwell 
in Him and thereby remove any resistance to being led by Him.   
 
Eric Fowler 
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Wednesday, November 20 
 
Mark 14:66-72  
Peter disowns Jesus 
 
Prior to 1999, I didn't have a lot of grace for Peter.  I couldn't 
understand why he would deny even knowing Jesus.  But then 
Columbine happened.  I remember hearing the early stories about the 
shooters asking one of the girls if she believed in God.  A devout 
Christian, she said “yes” and was shot.  The boy next to her answered 
“no” and was spared.  
 
I was talking to a friend at work in the weeks that followed and he said 
he hoped his teenage sons would have the courage to say yes if they 
were in the same situation.  His jaw dropped when I told him I hoped 
my kids (then only 3 yrs and 9 mos) would say no if it meant they would 
live.  In the moment, the concept of them facing that situation was 
absolutely terrifying.  
 
I'm certainly not proud of that visceral response, but it did give me a 
new perspective the next time I read this story on poor Peter.  I 
imagined him, also gripped by fear.  We'd all like to think that love 
outweighs fear, but that's easier to believe when you're not staring 
down the barrel of a gun or standing in the midst of an angry crowd.  
His weakness and fear got the better of him in spite of his love for 
Jesus, and he was devastated at that realization.  
 
I can relate.  Just when you think you're all that, you screw up.  Fear and 
weakness take over.  But Jesus told Peter ahead of time that he would 
mess up.  He knows us so well.  He's not at all surprised by our failings, 
even though we sometimes are.  
 
Jana Goetz 
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Thursday, November 21 
 
Mark 15:1-15 
Jesus before Pilate 
 
Reading this passage reminds me of the large framed picture of Christ 
standing before Pilate that I saw every time I visited my grandparents’ 
house during my growing-up years.  Each time I studied the painting I 
was immediately drawn to the figure of Jesus, dressed in white, hands 
tied, looking so very sad.  What must He have been feeling as He stood 
alone there, surrounded by so many with loud, angry voices and 
contorted faces?  Why did they want Him crucified?  How could they 
turn against this one they had so eagerly followed just a short time 
ago? 
 
Fear seemed to be the driving force.  The high priests and leaders were 
afraid of losing their power, the people were afraid of disagreeing with 
their leaders, and Pilate was afraid of displeasing the crowd.  For one 
short moment it seemed as if the crowd might be willing to have Pilate 
release Jesus.  “But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have Pilate 
release Barabbas instead” (v. 11). 
 
How often do we act out of fear?  Fear of losing power or control?  Fear 
of what others will think or say or do?  Might the thoughts and actions 
that grow out of these fears grieve Christ just as He was grieved that 
day in Pilate’s palace?  
 
Let us confess our fears and daily seek to rely on Christ’s power to put 
to death our fear-based thoughts before they become words and 
actions. 
 
Lois Hanson 
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Friday, November 22 
 
Mark 15:16-20 (NIV) 
The soldiers mock Jesus 
 
“Mocking Jesus Once Again“ 
 
Just before this section of Mark Jesus has seen the entire crowd 
screaming to crucify Him and to let a murderer go in His stead.  When 
the guards now get Him – this is at least the 4th time that Jesus is 
mocked. Jews and Gentiles, religious and non-religious, leaders and 
ordinary folk, and even criminals join in the mocking. His own friends 
betray Him. 
 
Jesus was mocked as a pretender, but He was in fact a real King. The 
mocking was His enthronement; the cross, His throne. Mark wanted to 
emphasize that Jesus’ kingship was characterized by humility and 
servanthood and was different from all the kingships of the world.  
 
He wore the crown of thorns which we deserved, that we might wear 
the crown of glory which He merited. We were by sin liable to 
everlasting shame and contempt; to deliver us, our Lord Jesus 
submitted to shame and contempt. 
 
Martin Luther wrote:  The true contemplation is that in which the heart 
is crushed and the conscience smitten… Take this to heart and doubt 
not that you are the one who killed Christ. Your sins certainly did, and 
when you see the nails driven through His hands, be sure that you are 
pounding, and when thorns pierce His brow, know that they are your 
evil thoughts… The whole value of meditation of the suffering of Christ 
lies in this, that man should come to the knowledge of himself and sink 
and tremble. 
 
The other way to read this account is to contemplate that this is a 
passage that reveals our hearts. This passage shows us to be enemies 
of God who abandon and mock Him, because nobody is excluded from 
this passage. Everybody joins the mocking. Everybody abandons Jesus. 
 
All of us are humbled. All our hearts our crushed, and all of our 
consciences are smitten. 
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Father, humble us this morning. We see ourselves clearly in this passage. 
We are those who mocked Him. Everybody abandoned Him. Our hearts 
are crushed, and our consciences are smitten.  But we see Jesus, who 
willingly endured the mocking and the spitting. He couldn’t save Himself 
and us at the same time, so He chose to save us. For the joy that was set 
before Him he endured the cross, despising the shame. Because He took 
the shame, we don’t have to be ashamed. Help us to trust in Him and in 
what He did. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
Ed Meek 
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Week 12 
 
Monday, November 25 
 
Read Mark 15:21-32  
The crucifixion 
 
The hurling of insults, the mocking.  This struck a chord with me.  I am 
sure this was intense, and personal.  Having your words and your 
actions twisted and used against you is a malicious tool that shreds a 
person’s being.  What Jesus was hearing before He died were lies. 
 
Not only was this a physical crucifixion but also an emotional 
crucifixion.  The pain seared every cell and thought of fully human 
Jesus. 
 
The onlookers, those passing by, and the rebels took part by hurling the 
insults.  The priests and teachers also added to it by dismantling, 
discrediting Jesus’ character and all that He had done.  “He saved 
others, but He can't save Himself!”  I am sure these words cut deeply. 
 
To know the truth about yourself and not be able to shout it out in 
those circumstances, to save yourself, demonstrates amazing God-
given self-restraint.  He knew the truth.  He could have revealed it, but 
He chose not to.  He endured. 
 
Those heaping insults wanted to see so that they could believe.  They 
wanted a miracle for themselves.  I don't know if they would have 
believed even if He did come off the cross at that moment.  How much 
more did they need to witness to believe? 
 
He knew it was not yet time for that.  Instead He obeyed, He endured.  
He sacrificed not only His physical body, but His character and 
emotional being.  He gave it all because He wanted to save us all. 
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Self reflections 
1. Am I hurling insults at Christ by the way I live my life, by my 

inactions, actions or words? 
2. Am I following a crowd mentality?  A culture trend? 
3. Am I not taking time to really see and acknowledge His work in 

my life and missing His miracles? 
 
DeDe Jaderholm 
 
 
 
Tuesday, November 26 
 
Mark 15:33-41  
The death of Jesus 
 
In Psalm 22, the psalmist’s opening words reflect his close relationship 
to God.  The psalmist has been blessed by an intimate fellowship with 
God and now is stunned by God’s abandonment.  Summoning the 
words of this psalm of lament, Jesus calls out to God His Father from 
the agony of the cross:  My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?  
Jesus’ physical and emotional suffering is real.  An unusual darkness 
descends at midday and the whole land feels the depth of despair at 
Jesus’ death.  Total darkness.  Total despair.  With a loud cry from the 
soul, Jesus breathes His last and dies.  The curtain of the temple is torn 
in two.  Darkness pervades the hillside.  And a soldier standing at the 
foot of the cross recognizes Jesus for who He truly is.  The true identity 
of Jesus is revealed in this unexpected way:  in the lonely darkness of 
the cross.  Surely this man was the Son of God! 
 
A trio of named women watches from a distance; many other women 
are there too.  These are not idle observers who have come to see the 
spectacle.  These are faithful followers, women who have been with 
Jesus throughout His ministry in Galilee.  Not just following Him, but 
serving Him.  Integral to Jesus’ ministry, these women have paid 
attention to His needs and taken care of Him.  Steadfast and devoted 
during His life, they do not abandon Jesus now in His death.  
 
Dawn Holt Lauber  
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Wednesday, November 27 
 
Mark 15:42-47 (NIV) 
The burial of Jesus 
 
It’s difficult to imagine the sheer disillusionment most of Jesus’ disciples 
and followers must have felt when they were confronted by the finality 
of His death.  This was NOT supposed to happen.  Not to Jesus.  Even 
Pilate seemed a bit shocked at the outcome as though he expected 
Jesus to, at the very least, withstand crucifixion for longer than most. 
 
The end.  All hopes dashed.  All expectations crushed.  How many fell 
away that day?  It’s hard to blame anyone who did.  As much as I’d hate 
to admit it, I can see myself as one who may have thrown in the towel 
that day. 
 
Yet some remained faithful.  Joseph of Arimathea took it upon himself 
to see that Jesus was properly buried.  Amidst his disillusionment, 
Joseph boldly pressed forward in faith to take care of what he believed 
needed to be done.  Only later could he understand how his simple 
faithful action was central to God’s plan for Jesus’ resurrection. 
 
“Lord, when nothing makes sense, help me to press forward in faith, 
trusting that understanding, hope and clarity come as Your will unfolds.” 
 
Tim Barg 
 
 
 
Thursday, November 28 
 
Mark 16:1-8 
The resurrection 
 
We are reaching the end of Mark’s good news of Jesus the Messiah, 
suffering servant and conquering king. Jesus has died. 
 
The women go to the tomb Sunday morning to prepare Jesus’ body for 
burial. Usually, this was done immediately after death. However, Jesus 
had died Friday afternoon, shortly before the beginning of the Jewish 
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Sabbath. Jewish days begin at sunset (following the Genesis account of 
creation), so the Sabbath, when work is forbidden, prevented them 
from washing His body and anointing it with spices and perfumes. The 
women of course waited for daylight to go to the tomb, although 
Sunday had begun at sunset. 
 
As they head to the tomb, they worry about how they will get into the 
tomb and who will help them.  
 
=> first meditation/prayer point: How many times do I/we worry 
unnecessarily about something – even something that seems 
insurmountable? Can God not step in and change our narrative? 
 
When they reach the tomb, the huge stone door has been rolled aside 
and a young man in white (identified as an angel in Matthew’s gospel) 
tells them that Jesus has been raised and charges them to “tell the 
disciples, even Peter” that Jesus has been raised and will meet them in 
Galilee as He had told them. 
 
The women tremble with astonishment and are afraid – a response not 
uncommon – of disciples and others – to Jesus’ actions and words 
throughout Mark’s gospel (e.g. 4:41, 5:15, 33, 42, 6:50). 
 
The earliest manuscripts of Mark’s gospel end here: “And they said 
nothing to anyone, because they were afraid.” 
 
Stop. 
 
You can investigate the issue of various endings if you like. None 
change anything theologically. 
 
But let’s look why Mark might have ended this gospel to the suffering 
Roman church this way. The Roman Christians were afraid; worried 
about persecution and other bad things happening to them and their 
loved ones. 
 
What does this ending do? Meditate on this . . . or read on. 
 
“They were afraid and said nothing to anyone.” 
 



67 
 

The Costa Rican theologian Elsa Tamez suggested that the ending to a 
suffering church makes sense; that it drives them to identify with the 
women and to look back and read the gospel again. 
 
We know that the gospel got out. So even though they were afraid, 
somehow they must have gained courage.  The gospel is still for those 
who are afraid, because they don’t have to stay afraid. Also, the angel 
specifies that they should speak to Peter – who had denied Jesus – 
three times! The gospel is even for – maybe especially for – those who 
have denied or not stood up for Jesus out of fear. 
 
Talk to Jesus about what you think and listen. 
 
Karen Hudson 
 
 
 
Friday, November 29 
 
Mark 16:9-20 
Post resurrection 
 
The longer ending to Mark (16:9-20) 
 
You may have noticed that, whether through brackets and/or 
footnotes, your Bible indicates that Mark’s Gospel originally ended 
abruptly at 16:8:  “Then they went out and ran from the tomb, for terror 
and bewilderment had seized them.  And they said nothing to anyone, 
because they were afraid.”  And yet the chapter continues for another 
twelve verses (which were added to the text possibly as early as the 
second century A.D.).  Why was this done, and more importantly, how 
might the fact that God has allowed this addition to be included in the 
Bible speak to us today as followers of Jesus, committed to the 
authority of God’s sacred Word? 
 
Yes, the Bible includes multiple possible endings to the Gospel of Mark.  
If we were to insist, as some other faith traditions do, on a Bible that 
remains forever unchanged, such a situation as we have here in Mark 
(or, for that matter, in John 7:53-8:11 and others) could shake our faith 
to the core.  But such is not required of us; God has allowed such 
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seeming “messiness” in our Bible to speak to a messy and broken 
people — us!  Our sacred scriptures are “real,” not “sanitized.”  And yet 
they remain for us today our final authority for faith, doctrine and 
practice.  Whether it’s the fear-laden original ending or the fuller story 
which moves from fear and unbelief through rebuke and ultimately to 
healing, salvation and our reigning Lord (“When the Lord Jesus had 
finished talking with them, He was taken up into heaven and sat down 
in the place of honor at God’s right hand”), this is truly God’s Good 
News!  
 
Jim Hudson 
 


