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“I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  
But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how distressed I am 

till it is accomplished!  Do you suppose that I came to give peace on earth? 
I tell you, not at all, but rather division.  For from now on five in one house 

will be divided: three against two, and two against three.  Father will be divided 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 

against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.”

Luke 12:49-53 NKJV

I.  Jesus Came to be the Faithful Servant

He is not just another Rabbi or Priest; He is the Servant of God, who like the faithful servants in the 
passage before, He will be a faithful servant.

He is speaking of the faithful servant which brings him to his own task – an agonizing one indeed.

The comforting aspect of this - even when you create division, you are still a faithful servant.

II.  Jesus Came to Bring Division

A.  The Prouncement of the Division

Did Jesus come to bring peace?  We would say, “Yes.”  He is the Prince of Peace and He brings a deep 
settling peace.

But He answers “No.”

We may want to think of Jesus as the Great Unifier, but He is actually the Great Divider.

Verse 51 – “Do you suppose?”  Do you presume that Jesus came to bring peace?  Does that seem right 
to you?  That’s the implication here.  It’s sensible for you to assume that I’m bringing peace with all the 
Old Testament says about the Messiah and what I’ve said previously.

But the answer is NO.
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Matthew 10:34 
“Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth.  I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

B.  The Event of the Division

Two words are used to describe this, and both of these words are in the emphatic position.

• FIRE

It means judgment, holiness or cleansing.

He looks forward to it “being kindled” at the cross – the focal point of His life.

He will bear this judgment willingly.

• BAPTISM

Immersed completely and fully in the judgment

In Mark 10:38 baptism forms a parallelism with “the cup” Jesus was to drink.

Distress – the word “straitjacket” that I am in until it is accomplished.

C.  The Extent of the Division

1.  Everybody Is Affected

In Noah’s day, everybody was either in the ark or outside the ark.

In Abraham’s day, everybody was either a circumcised member of his family or cut off from God’s 
people.

Sheep or goat – those who walk in the light or those who walk in the darkness.
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If we would be faithful to Jesus, we must be willing to embrace the separation that He brings.

2.  Even Families Could Be Affected

The division that Jesus came to bring may run through families…

Even if it means being cut off from family, inheritance.
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