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“Ready or Not...Here I Come”
Luke 12:35-40
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The theme here is to “Be ready.”

1.  Be Ready By Being Serious About Your Walk With God

Gird up your loins...

Long flowing robes worn for leisure; but when they needed to run or work, 
the long robe was in the way.  So, they would pull it up and tuck it under a girdle 
or belt to keep it in place so they could do what they needed to do without any 
hinderance.

It is a military term of a soldier in arms.  He has taken up his sword; he is at his 
post, and he is fully awake and ready.  He is not like Barney who has to find his 
bullet.  He is ready, alert.

II Timothy 2:4 –  “No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs 
of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.”

“Let your waist be girded and your lamps burning; and you yourselves 
be like men who wait for their master, when he will return from the wedding, 

that when he comes and knocks they may open to him immediately. 
Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching. 

Assuredly, I say to you that he will gird himself and have them sit down to eat, 
and will come and serve them. And if he should come in the second watch, 

or come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 
But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour 

the thief would come, he would have watched and not allowed 
his house to be broken into. Therefore you also be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

– Luke 12:35-40 –
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What’s for supper?  Am I getting paid?  

The silliness of child play...like you are doing a very important house project 
or working at home and your child comes in and says: 

“Johnny hit me...Suzie bit me...Would you tie my shoe?...Are we going to get ice 
cream today?” 
 
And you say, “Don’t bother me right now.  Go tell your Mother.”

We are free from the entanglement of the silliness of the world.

It was the instructions given at Passover (Exodus 12:11), and Elijah outran Ahab 
because his “loins were girded.” (I Kings 18:46)

Job 38:3 – “Gird up your loins like a man and I will ask you…”

I Peter 1:13 – “Gird up the loins of your mind.”

Our walk with the Lord is the most serious and top priority of our life...
 
• Greater than your relationship with your spouse or children.  
• More important than your relationship to your employer or your community.

Don’t be lazy when you approach God in the Word, prayer, worship, and hearing 
the Word of God.  

2.  Be Ready By Staying Consistent In Your Walk With God. 

Lamps were difficult to light.  So the tradition was such that you always kept one 
lamp burning at all times, so you didn’t have to relight it.  
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In the Temple, the lamps never went out because God is the Light and He is 
always burning.

You don’t allow a season of your life to become lax and let the lamp go out.  
It will always be more difficult to relight the lamp than the effort it takes to simply 
keep it burning.

For a true believer and follower of Christ, the light never goes out.  
It may become dim at times, but it never goes out.  There will be days of difficulty.  
The light may not be burning at its best, but it keeps burning, all the same.  

You don’t turn your life on and off.  There is consistency, perservance, readiness.

We keep the lamp burning so when the Master comes He will be able to see, 
and we will be able to see Him.

Members…in and out.  Here today, gone tomorrow. 

Look back over the last year.  Has your attentiveness to the things of the Lord 
increased or decreased?  Over last 5 years?  Over the last 10 years?

If my life was characterized by periods of in/out – up/down, then something is 
wrong.  A season – sure.  But a pattern? 

Be clothed in readiness.  Let your life speak of your readiness.

3.  Be Ready By Walking With God Even In the Dark Times of Life.

The Master has gone to a wedding feast, and they would normally last seven 
days.  You don’t know when he is coming back, but the servant, the slave, is to be 
ready and watching for the return of his master.
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4. Be Ready By Walking With God So You Won’t Be Surprised At Events

If you knew what time the thief was coming, you would have stayed awake.

The Lord is not a thief, but His coming will be unannounced.  It will be a surprise.  It 
will be quick, sudden, and if you are not ready and watching, you will miss it.

The summary is in verse 40 – “Therefore you also be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an hour you do not expect.”

II Peter 3:14 – “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to 
be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless...”

This pandemic has shown us how the end times can happen.  

If you think this is something…wait for the Tribulation and the Great Tribulation.

5.  Be Ready For A Great Reward For Those Faithful, Ready Servants

Verse 37.  “It will be good…”

What does a servant or slave do?  He serves his master.  His master reclines and the 
slave serves him.

But the day is coming when the slave will recline, and the Master will serve him as a 
reward for the slave remaining ready and focused.

Revelation 3:20-21 –“Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me.  To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also over-
came and sat down with My Father on His throne.”



“Ready or Not...Here I Come”

Page 6 of 6

In verse 41 Peter ask… ”Lord, are you speaking to us or to everyone?”  

Peter knew there were times Jesus would tell a story that was just meant for them.  
He wanted to know.

And the answer…you.  This is for a few.  

There are not many, but they are the ones who are on the watch.  

You know who they are, because they are visible.  

When you need them, you know where to find them.  

They are not slackers; they are not on a coffee break; they didn’t get their feelings 
hurt and leave pouting like a child.  

They are a servant who fights through difficulty, and they stay on watch.

It is a message of warning, but also one of comfort to the faithful.


