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“Is There A Race Cursed?”

During the reading of Scripture, not verse 19...
This is why there is a universal flood...”the whole earth was populated from the sons of Noah.

Genesis 9:18-28 (NKJV)

18 Now the sons of Noah who went out of the ark were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. And Ham was the 
father of Canaan. 
19 These three were the sons of Noah, and from these the whole earth was populated.
20 And Noah began to be a farmer, and he planted a vineyard. 
21 Then he drank of the wine and was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent. 
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brothers outside. 
23 But Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their shoulders, and went backward and 
covered the nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned away, and they did not see their father’s 
nakedness.
24 So Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done to him. 
25 Then he said: “Cursed be Canaan; A servant of servants he shall be to his brethren.”
26 And he said: “Blessed be the Lord, the God of Shem, and may Canaan be his servant.
27 May God enlarge Japheth, and may he dwell in the tents of Shem; and may Canaan be his servant.”
28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years. 29 So all the days of Noah were nine 
hundred and fifty years; and he died.

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Race has been a topic of concern for mankind for a long time.

For us as Americans, it has been in our DNA since the early days of our founding. Even this week, the 
hail storm we have witnessed over the issue of race played out on Tweeter, the halls of Congress and 
the media. From Martin Luther King to Rodney King, from the KKK to the NAACP. Race is a part of the 
fabric of the red, white and blue.

For us as Baptists, the Southern Baptist Convention was founded in 1845 mainly over the issue of the 
American Baptist refuses to appoint a slave-owning missionary candidate.

In 1995, when Southern Baptists celebrated the one-hundred fiftieth anniversary of the founding of our 
convention, we recognized a reckoning was required. The Convention overwhelmingly adopted an his-
toric resolution which, among other affirmations, stated:

“Our relationship to African-Americans has been hindered from the beginning by the role that slavery 
played in the formation of the Southern Baptist Convention; many of our Southern Baptist forbears 

defended the right to own slaves, and either participated in, supported, or acquiesced in the inhumane 
nature of American slavery; and in later years Southern Baptists failed, in many cases, to support, and 

in some cases opposed, legitimate initiatives to secure the civil rights of African-Americans.”



That was an historic act in which the Southern Baptist Convention also declared to the public,
“we apologize to all African-Americans for condoning and/or perpetuating individual and
systemic racism in our lifetime; and we genuinely repent of racism of which we have been
guilty, whether consciously or unconsciously and we ask forgiveness from our African-American
brothers and sisters, acknowledging that our own healing is at stake.”

Many great men of God have been on the wrong end of the race issue which caused me, about
two weeks ago, to have realized that you can be wrong on moral issues and still love Jesus. We need
to make room in our hearts for such a reality....among our own political and spiritual worlds in
which we live.

 We cannot repent for the dead, but we can lament what our history has been and even more, seek
 to correct our own thinking and way of life.

In order to deal with the rotten fruit on the tree, one must deal with the roots. No, I’m not talking
about anything to do with Alex Haley, but instead of where did much of this talk of racism
begin? Are you aware that much of it began with a horrific misinterpretation of the Word of
God? Nothing looks better than to drape the Bible over it.

Genesis 9 is such a passage...

I. PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF THE PASSAGE

This post-flood event is now about the beginning of the new world. Noah had no grandchildren
in the ark. When the world began again, it was him, his wife, their three sons and their wives.
All of these were believers in God and the message Noah preached. They did not board the ark
and survive the flood because they were Noah’s children. They were believers.

So, after the flood, the sons begin to have children.  All the children are recorded in chapter 10, the 
children of Shem, the children of Japeth, and the children of Ham.

Of all those sons and grandsons that are noted in chapter 10, none is mentioned in chapter 9 except 
one...the son of Ham by the name of Canaan.  If you look at 10:6, you will see Ham had four sons: Cush, 
Mizraim, Phut, and Cannan.

So why is Cannan singled out?

Moses wrote Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.

Genesis was written after the Exodus from Egypt. They were in captivity for about 430 years.

They were delivered about 1445 B.C. and Moses died in 1405 B.C.

So Moses wrote these five books of the Law, the Torah, The Pentateuch as his instructional book
 to help the Israelites know their history, and more importantly to prepare them for what was their
 future – the Promised Land.

Genesis 15 is the Abrahamic Covenant when God told Abram He would give him the land.



What was this land called?  The land of Canaan.

The “land of Canaan” is mentioned 35 times in Genesis and 65 times in the Torah.  It is prominent.

It was occupied by descendants of Ham through Canaan. Now the Jews were about to go into
that land and God has told them to take the land, it belongs to you, and to kill the people who
live there. You are God’s agents of divine judgement. They are vile, wicked, idolatress people.
Eliminate them totally because if you don’t they will corrupt you. And Israel did not totally
eliminate them and indeed, they had to deal with them badly.

So why is Canaan mentioned in chapter 9 and why is he cursed? To show them why they are to
take the land of Canaan and execute judgment on them.

We have seen for several weeks now the sin of Noah...drunkenness, nakedness. Ham goes in
and sees the nakedness of his father and goes out to tell his brothers.  I don’t believe anything
sexual occurred here for there is different wording in places like Leviticus 18 for “uncovering his
nakedness.” But there is much disrespect, and as Greg Martin reminded us on Father’s Day,
dealing with this text, God takes respect and honor of our parents seriously.  Ham should not have 
been shocked at the reaction of his father...what Ham did was dishonorable and shameful.

Then Ham goes out and tells his brothers. They do the right thing and cover their father.

Notice – the only time in Noah’s life that the Holy Spirit records him speaking is verses 25-27.
This “preacher of righteousness” who preached at least 120 years has no recorded sermons.
WOW!
 
This is Noah’s last will and testament.  Jacob in Genesis 49 does the same...brings his twelve sons 
around him on his death bed and pronounces their future. Noah does this with his three sons and then 
he dies in verse 29.

And the first words out of his mouth as recorded in the Word are “curses.” He cursed Canaan for
this.  Why?  He could not curse Ham. Ham is a believer and most likely the other three sons are
believers.  But Canaan is not.  We know that because he is the one cursed and the lifestyle of the
Canaanites.

If you are a believer, you cannot be cursed. You have been redeemed from the curse. 

Even believers can do bad and evil things.

But haven’t you heard of the “curse of Ham” all your life?  But Ham was not cursed.  His fourth son was.
That the curse is on “black” people....Most likely the people of Canaan were brown skinned, and not 
black at all.

The curse was Canaan would serve his brothers.

And notice in verse 26, Noah blesses the Lord – the covenant name of God.  

This is what happened....Canaan served the people of God.



II. PROPER UNDERSTANDING OF RACE

     A. We are of “one blood.”

Acts 17:26 teaches us that God has “made of one blood all nations of men.”

Adam was created perfectly and had perfect genes. From his genes, all the skin colors of the world 
would come. He most likely was a brown skinned person who had the genes for both dark and light 
skin. And further, he most likely had brown eyes and brown hair.

The language barrier did not occur until Babel and the cultural barrier did not occur until then.

One of the biggest justifications for racial discrimination in our time is the belief that people groups 
have evolved separately. Thus, different groups are at different stages of evolution, and so some peo-
ple groups are more backward than others. In other words, some are not as advanced as fully human 
as you.  This is the sort of thinking of Hitler in his quest to eliminate Jews and Gypsies and to establish a 
“master race.”

     B.  We are to live and love like Jesus

Good Samaritan
Sam Storms has some really great insights at this point.

Luke 10: 30 notice the man was “stripped” and left “half dead.”

In the first century, travelers were able to identify one another in two ways: either by talking to a person 
and taking note of their accent, or by observing their clothing.  In the case of this man, they couldn’t do 
either one.  He had been reduced to a mere human being, without ethnicm indicators or markers to 
alert passersby to his identity.

There came a priest – a religious leader. A Levite – religious officials. Then the Samaritan - those who had 
intermarried with Gentiles and were viewed by Jews as half-breeds and false worshippers.

Their ethnicity was wrong and their religion was wrong.

To speak of a “good Samaritan” was an oxymoron.  It was nonsense.   But it was this Samaritan that did 
what Jesus said we all should do.  

How do we look at people?

 Does it matter what their country of origin is?  Who their parents are?  What accent they carry?
 What religion they are?

 What the immigration policy is in this country is not in my immediate well house.  I can’t do
 anything about it.  I can write my congressman and express my views, but getting on Twittter, Facebook, 
or marching in the streets is not going to change anything.

But who is my neighbour?



Conclusion:

We are all cursed by sin and Jesus is our only hope for any race.

Galatians 3: 10-13
“For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, 

“Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the book 
of the law, to do them.” But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident, f

or “the just shall live by faith.”  Yet the law is not of faith, but “the man who does them shall live by 
them.” Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us.”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________


