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Every parent wants to protect our children and keep them from danger.  We want to go with them so they don't get 
hurt.  But salvation is one place you can't go with them to the end, and you must allow them to go alone.

"If our child gains the whole world and loses their own soul, what profits them?

• If they become an SEC caliber athlete... 
• If they become a Rhode scholar...
• If they become President of the US...

“It is from God that parents receive their children, 
and it is to God that they should lead them.” 

                                                                                                  
                                                          Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison, 31

Every child conceived in a mother's womb is a gift of God and God expects that child to be brought back to Him. 
Not just in a Child Dedication service, but in salvation and conversion.

God did not bypass you to bring your child into the world physically, and I believe if you are Godly parents, He 
won't bypass you to bring them into the world spiritually.

 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters and Papers from Prison, 31

The Most Important Person(s) is the Parent in His/Her Example and TeachingI

"And you fathers....bring them up 
in the discipline and instruction of the Lord."

Ephesians 6:4

Pray Earnestly from the Time They Are Born Until Their Time of ConversionII
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Teach them about sin—against a holy God.  

David said in Psalm 51 —“It is against you, and only you, that I have done this.”

We break the heart of God.

Francis Schaeffer was once asked the question: ” What would you do if you met a really modern 
man on a train and you had just an hour to talk to him about the gospel?” 

He replied: “I’ve said over and over, I would spend 45-50 minutes on the negative, to really show his 
dilemma – that he is morally dead - then I’d take 10-15 minutes to preach the Gospel. ...
...(we need for a man) to realize the real cause of his sickness, which is moral guilt.”  
(Page 71, To Tell the Truth)

Conviction comes over the brokenness of sin.

Remember, only the Holy Spirit can convince your child (or anybody) of their sin.  You can’t.  But He will use the 
Word of God to do that.

That little sweet boy or girl is a sinner and must be saved.

Only the Word of God and Holy Spirit can bring about this understanding, 
so read to your child verses about their sins:
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The Greatest Issue Involved in Salvation is the Child’s Understanding of SinIII

• The Ten Commandments
• Romans 3:9-26
• Romans 6:23
• John 3:14-18

Take these verses slow and read them 1-2 a day and let it sink it to their hearts.

Connect the use of discipline to their sin and against God.
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Plainly Explain Why Christ Came—To Forgive Our SinsV

“This is a faithful saying and worthy of all 
acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.”

I Timothy 1:15

Rely on the Holy Spirit to Know When the Child is Under ConvictionVI
This parallels with the labor of physical birthing that child into the natural world and the spiritual labor of birthing them 
into the kingdom of God.

“For whom I labor in birth again until 
Christ is formed in you.”

Galatians 4:19

Let the Child Pray ThemselvesVII
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Look for Fruit Evidence of ConversionVIII

In the spirit of Jonathan Edward’s, 5 Signs of True Conversion, here are 5 evidences that I try to use as a template 
as both a parent and pastor in wrestling with this issue...

1. A growing affection and need for Jesus and the gospel.
2. A heightened understanding of the truths of Scripture. 
3. An increased kindness and selflessness towards siblings. 
4. A greater awareness and distaste for sin.
5. A noticeable desire to obey parents.
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