
revival of...

the Remnant
a study of the book of Ezra

Radical Repentance Required for Revival  I  Ezra 9:1-15

1.

In my devotionals, “Fan the Flame,” that we journey through this January, on day 10 I wrote, “This is likely the greatest 
reason we are not living in revival today—our failure to deal with sin in our life, our family, our church and our nation. 
Dr. Gregory Frizzell is a modern-day revivalist from the Oklahoma Baptist Convention.  He said there are three 
essential priorities for revival—prayer, repentance and unity.

We see this in Ezra...

I.  When Revival Comes, There Will Be Personal Conviction (vs. 1-2)

Ezra had a heart and passion for God through His Word of God, putting into practice the Word and teaching others 
what he was learning – Ezra 7:10

The Word of God is like a mirror (James 1:24), a fire and a hammer that breaks the rocks into pieces 
(Jeremiah 23:29) and is living and powerful, sharper than a two- edged sword, penetrating even to the dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow, judging the thoughts and attitudes of the heart (Hebrew 4:12).

Notice verse 1 – Ezra did not bring up the sins of the people, instead as Ezra was teaching and preaching the Word, 
“the leaders came to me.”

And at the end of verse 2 is one of the saddest statements: “the hand of the leaders and rulers had been fore-
most in this trespass.”   The leaders are to set the example, but it was the leaders who were most trespassing the 
law of God.

But God broke through.

True repentance does not occur because someone else is convicted and convinced that your sin is wrong.  It can’t be 
wrong just because its wrong to your parents, your friends or your Pastor.  There must be personal conviction as revealed 
by the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.

What were they convicted of?  What was the root sin?
That they had not “separated themselves from the peoples of the land—”mingling of the holy seed.” – verses 1-2

The key word here is “holy seed.” From Genesis 3:15 the “holy seed” had been promised that “shall bruise the 
head of Satan.”  This seed would eventually produce the Messiah, but it had to remain pure, holy – separate.



2.

This was the major threat when God’s people went into Canaan as revealed in Exodus 34, Deuteronomy 7 and 20.

• Deut. 7 – God’s people were the “destroy” the people of the land. 
• Deut. 20: 16 and following verses list the same nations as is in 9:1. 
• Deut. 7:3 – “You shall not make marriages with them.”

Why?  What was the purpose of God to refrain from these marriages and to destroy these people?

• Deut. 7:6  —“For you are a holy people to the Lord your God.”

This was not racism – this was spiritual.  An intermingling of these nations with Israel would corrupt them and carry them into 
idolatry – with the gods of the foreign people, and that’s exactly what happened.

God calls us to be “holy.”

Three times – twice in Leviticus 11 and then in I Peter 1: 16 —“Be holy, for I am holy.”

If we are not separating ourselves to the Word, then we will not be separated from the world.

What is the purpose of God’s having a special people if they are just like the rest of the world?

The old saying is true and tried: “The Bible will keep you from sin and sin will keep you from the Bible.”

God will reveal through His Word those things in our life that draws us away from Him and Holiness.

II.  When Revival Comes, There Will Be Personal Remorse (vs. 3-4)

Ezra says, “When I heard this....”

There was personal remorse and mourning.

He plucked his hair out – verse 3

Then in verse 4, “everyone who trembled at the words of God...”   They trembled fearing what the Lord 
might do to them.

God does not wink at sin, make light of it, laugh at it or excuse it.  He is a God of His Word, and He will judge our sin.

There are consequences of disobeying God.
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Serious consequences....

But then the “evening sacrifice” (verse 4) changed him from guilt to glory, from fear to forgiveness.

The sacrifice of Christ changes everything.  When we pray and confess, God hears and forgives.

See: I John 1:9

III.  When Revival Comes, There Will Be Prayers of Confession (vs. 5-9)

Ezra begins with individual praying but then moves to corporate prayer.

He was not involved in this sin, but he identifies with the people in his prayer.  Note the change of pronouns:

• Verse 5 – “I arose, my garment, my robe, my knees, my hands...” 
• Verse 6 – “My God, My God....”

Then Verse 6  — “our iniquities, our heads, our guilt...”

• Verse 7 – “we have been guilty, our iniquities, we our kings, our priests...” 
• Verse 8 – “us , our”
• Verse 9 – “we, us”

He confesses what this sin has done.  He doesn’t confess it so God would know.  God is the One who permitted the 
consequences of their sin to happen.  He mentions to recognize what their sin has done:

• Verse 9:6 – “guilt” – oh guilt and shame is from our sin
• Verse 9:7 – “captivity”
• Verse 9:8 – “escape, bondage” 9:9 – “slaves, bondage”

Then he says in verse 10,  “We have forsaken Your commandments.”

Acknowledgement
Ezra’s prayer is likened to the prayers of Daniel (chapter 9) and Nehemiah (chapter 9).
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IV.  When Revival Comes, There Will Be Petitions of God’s Mercy (vs. 9-15)

This is the true sign of repentance.—Ezra recognizes the mercy of God in their sin. 

Verse 13 – “God has punished us less than our iniquities deserve, ....”

Verses 15 – “You are righteous, for we are left as a remnant, as it is this day.”

The thought of a remnant is prominent in this chapter: Verses 8, 14 and 15.

In the great Hebrides Revival, through the preaching of Duncan Campbell in 1968, Campbell told this story:

“...when one young man, a deacon in the church, got up and read Psalm 24.  “Who shall ascend the hill of God? 
Who shall stand in His holy place?  He that has clean hands and a pure heart who has not lifted up his soul unto vanity or 
sworn deceitfully.  He shall receive the blessing (not a blessing, but the blessing) of the Lord.”  And then that young man 
closed his Bible.  And looking down at the minister and the other office bearers, he said this-maybe crude words, 
but perhaps not so crude in our Gaelic language-he said, “It seems to me to be so much humbug to be praying as we are 
praying, to be waiting as we are waiting, if we ourselves are not rightly related to God.”  And then he lifted his two hands-
and I’m telling you just as the minister told me it happened-he lifted his two hands and prayed, “God, are my 
hands clean? Is my heart pure? “ 

But he got no further. That young man fell to his knees and then fell into a trance. Now don’t ask me to explain this 
because I can’t. He fell into a trance and is now lying on the floor of the barn. And in the words of the minister, 
at that moment, he and his other office bearers were gripped by the conviction that a God-sent revival must ever be 
related to holiness, must ever be related to Godliness. Are my hands clean? Is my heart pure? The man that God will 
trust with revival-that was the conviction.

When that happened in the barn, the power of God swept into the parish. And an awareness of God gripped the 
community such as hadn’t been known for over 100 years. An awareness of God-that’s revival, that’s revival. And on the 
following day, the looms were silent, little work was done on the farms as men and women gave themselves to thinking on 
eternal things gripped by eternal realities.”

Ref: https://www.revival- library.org/revival_histories/evangelical/twentieth_century/hebrides_revival_2.shtml


