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The Seedbed of Revival: The Word of God  I  Ezra 7-8

1.

The smartest farmers know if they wish to have a productive crop next year, they need a seedbed preserved from this year. 
Today, most will just use the Co Op office, or Lowe’s – but you can harvest your own seed to be the starter for your crop 
next year.

Revival doesn’t just happen. It must come from a seedbed possibly planted through the years. This is my number one goal. 
I’m not naive enough to believe my miserable preaching will set off a revival in our church, but instead I know a revival will 
never come to you personally or to our church if there are not seeds sown.

Dr. John Marshall notes:
 

“Six of the Old Testament’s greatest revivals were begun, not primarily in prayer, 
but in response to the written word of God. Revivals under Joshua, Asa, Jehoshaphat, Hezekiah, 

Josiah, and Ezra were “Bible revivals”.  God’s people must fervently pray, and earnestly read the Bible.”

Jesus Himself likened the Word of God to seed – Mark 4. 

So this morning I want to see how Ezra “seeded himself” with the Word of God and then the people for revival. 

As we open in Ezra 7, it has been 57 years since the events of chapter 6.  While chapters one through six covered a 
hundred years, chapters seven through ten cover about a year.  Ezra is now actually in the picture of the book bearing his 
name.  He has been in captivity and is now moved to make the 1,000 mile, four month journey to Jerusalem.

• What inspires him? The study of the Word of God.

• What moves him to act? Personal obedience to the Word of God.

• What does he do when he gets to Jerusalem? Teaches the Word of God



2.

The Person of Ezra

A.  He was a Priest (Ezra 7:1-5)

The genealogy listed vouches for him as a priest. He is able to trace his lineage back to Aaron (verse 5). Just as Ezra 2:62 
demands, to be a priest you must have the genealogy to prove it.

B.  He was a Skilled Scribe (Ezra 7:6)

The Bible says he was a “skilled” scribe. The word means “rapid” speaking of the quickness of grasp and ease of movement 
amid the complex material. 

1. Psalm 45:1 “My heart is overflowing with a good theme; I recite my composition concerning the King; My tongue is 
the pen of a ready writer.”

2. What did he study? Verse 6 – “The Law of Moses, which the Lord God of Israel had given.”
3. In verse 10 he calls it “The Law of the Lord (Yahweh)”
4. In 7:12 he calls it “The Law of God of heaven”
5. In 7:14 he calls it “The Law of your God which is in your hand”
6. In 7:25 he calls it as the ESV renders it “according to the wisdom of God that is in your hand.

C.  He Is All We Should Be

We are all priests and scribes before the Lord. How much more should we give ourselves to the study of the whole 66 books 
of the Bible – not just the first five. But how much do you study the Pentateuch? The Old Testament?

The Preparation of Ezra 7:10

The Bible says Ezra, “prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, and to teach statues 
and ordinances in Israel.”

The Place of this Preparation

Verse 10 indicates this happened prior to his arrival in Jerusalem. In other words, he prepared his heart while he was in Baby-
lonian. We are all living in Babylon – in a culture that is foreign to God and His Word. It is a hostile culture with a government 
that is opposed to the values of God. What do we do? We study the Scriptures.

The Personal Discipline

He prepared his heart. He took personal responsibility to study. No one is keeping you from studying the Word of God. 
Even if you are not in a discipleship group, a SS class or a Bible preaching church, there is no excuse except personal laziness 
and indifference from you studying the Word of God.
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The Progression of this Preparation

Verse 10 is one of the greatest verses in the Bible regarding the order to follow:

1.  Study

Studying the Torah was the highest way of bringing glory to God, according to the Jews.

Ed Setzer and Eric Geiger did a “Transformation Discipleship Assessment” and identified eight attributes of 
discipleship with the number one being “Bible engagement.”

I Timothy 4: 15 “Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress 
may be evident to all.”

The KJV in II Timothy 2: 15 “Study – be diligent – to show thyself approved to God, a worker 
who does not need to be ashamed.”

2.  Conduct

If you are not personally convicted and convinced of the truthfulness and trustworthiness of it for your own life – then 
don’t export it.

His study of the Word caused him to act.  In 7:6 he requested of the King to return to Jerusalem.
The Word of God had caused him to actively seek the kingdom of God even in a pagan nation and land. God 
is active even in Babylon and He is active bringing His kingdom to bear in our life, our family, our community, our 
church, our world. Be a part of that. See the kingdom

James 1:22 “Be doers of the Word and not hearers only.”

You are at the place with God in your life of your personal obedience to God – not your personal knowledge of 
God.

Knowledge alone puffs up.  I Corinthians 8:1 – makes one proud.  But when that knowledge is lived out in 
obedience and you begin seeing the fruit of that personal obedience, then you are humbled knowing full well 
what is happening in your life is only due to the good grace of God and not you.

Robby Gallaty said, “When God determines the maturity of a church, He doesn’t count the Christians, 
He weighs them, and the weight is measured by how deeply his teaching has penetrated into a person’s life.”
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3.  Teaching

II Timothy 2:2 “And these things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, com-
mit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

This is discipleship.  I don’t just mean a formal discipleship program —but passing on to others what you have learned 
further entrenching the seed deeper into your life.

Think how badly the Jews needed Ezra – skilled in the Law – to teach after 70 years in Exile.  He was ready.

The Passion of Ezra

He was “seeking” this —Oh what passion!

Our life is a walking billboard of the inward passion of our heart.

There is nothing wrong with passion....but as a child of God, where is the passion for the things of God.

The Produce in Ezra’s Life

Look what this passion and love for the Word of God did in Ezra’s life and the life of the Jews...

• It brought further deliverance from bondage
• It caused them to return to Jerusalem and the Temple
• It further strengthened the Temple with provisions. He had influence – 7:25 – he was to appoint judges “who know the 

laws of God.”  He even had authority to execute capital punishment – verse 26
• The “good hand of God was on him”

Look at all the references to “the good hand of God on him” – 7:6, 9, 28; 8:18, 22, 31 and Nehemiah 2: 8, 18

The “hand of God” is also a reference to the power of God and note verse 28 “He was encouraged” or as the 
Christian Standard says, “I took courage because I was strengthened by the Lord my God...”

This reminds of Psalm 1 “Blessed is the man ....then verse 2 “But his delight is in the law of the Lord, and 
in His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water that 
brings forth its fruit in its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he does shall 
prosper.”

Psalm 119: 173 “May Your hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen Your precepts.”
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If the Word of God is in your hand, then you can be assured the hand of God will be on you.

The Word of God started the track to revival in chapter 1 and chapter 6 the scroll was found.  The Word of God sustained 
the revival, straightened out the sins and strengthened the people.
 


