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The Priority of Worship in Revival  I  Ezra 3

1.

Dr. Vance Havner once said:

“If you have to ask if you are in revival, the question itself answers the question.”

One of the true ways to know if you or your church is in a state of revival is the issue of worship:
both personal and corporate.

We see this clearly in the life of the Hebrews as they returned from for the Babylonian captivity and ten years before they 
started rebuilding the walls, they rebuilt the Temple and reinstated worship.

When you get right with God, worship will always be among one of the first indicators that God is doing something new 
and fresh in your life.

When the Israelites came out of Egypt they built a Tabernacle in the wilderness to experience the presence of God fresh 
in their lives and in the corporate life of the people.  A new Exodus has come and their response is to rebuild the Temple 
and restore personal and corporate worship.

I.  Worship Builds Faith that with God Nothing Is Impossible

A.  How Will They Be Able to Leave Their Bondage?

B.  How Will They Be Able to Finance Their Adventures? (Ezra 1:7-9;2)

7 King Cyrus also brought out the articles of the house of the Lord, which Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken from Jerusalem and put in the temple of his gods; 
8 and Cyrus king of Persia brought them out by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer, and counted 
them out to Sheshbazzar the prince of Judah. 
9 This is the number of them: thirty gold platters, one thousand silver platters, twenty-nine knives...

Ezra 1:7-9

Also see: Ezra 2



2.

II.  Worship Requires Holiness (Ezra 2:59-63; 2)

59 And these were the ones who came up from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan, and Immer; 
but they could not identify their father’s house or their genealogy, whether they were of Israel: 
60 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, six hundred and fifty-two; 
61 and of the sons of the priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz, and the sons of Barzillai, who 
took a wife of the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite, and was called by their name. 
62 These sought their listing among those who were registered by genealogy, but they were not 
found; therefore they were excluded from the priesthood as defiled. 
63 And the governor said to them that they should not eat of the most holy things till a priest could 
consult with the Urim and Thummim.

Ezra 2:59-63

Also see: Ezra 2

III.  Worship Expels Fear and Installs Joy (Ezra 3)

See Ezra 3

There is no revival without hot, fervent, passionate, priority worship – private and public.

When those from the outside come into a church in revival, they quickly realize something is different and this is not the 
norm.

Priority of worship – because it was God who had redeemed them, preserved them and brought them, 
Priority of Worship does not become legalistic, but love revelation.


