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One of the lies that has greatly hindered me in the honest pursuit of revival is that America is so evil that we can’t ever have 
revival in America.

Three years ago under the preaching of Revivalist Don Graham, I repented of that stronghold.  Since that day, it is 
amazing what i have learned about how America has been a lot less spiritual than it is today, yet experienced revival.

We tend to look back on the history of America and idealize those earlier times, but it’s not always accurate.
We tend to think things are as bad as they have ever been in America, or they couldn’t ever have been any worse than 
now.  But that is simply not true.

Below is taken from Dr. J. Edwin Orr, a historian of revival.

  
You can read the entire dialogue with Nancy Leigh DeMoss at:

http://www.reviveourhearts.com/radio/roh/today.php?pid=10653

Not many people realize that in the wake of the American Revolution, there was a moral slump.
Drunkenness was epidemic.  Out of a population of five million, three hundred thousand were confirmed drunkards.  They 
were burying fifteen thousand of them each year.  Profanity was of the most shocking kind. For the first time in the history 
of the American settlement, women were afraid to go out at night for fear of assault.  Bank robberies were a daily occur-
rence.

The largest denomination at that time was the Methodists, and they were losing more members than they were gaining.  
The second largest was the Baptists.  They said that “they had their most wintry season.” 
The Presbyterians met in general assembly to deplore the ungodliness of the country.  The Congregationalists were stron-
gest in New England.  Take a typical church—the Rev. Samuel Shepherd of Lennox, Massachusetts said, “In sixteen years 
they had not taken one young person into fellowship.”

The Lutherans were so languishing that they discussed uniting with Episcopalians, who were even worse off. 
The Protestant Episcopal Bishop of New York, Bishop Samuel Provost, quit functioning. He had confirmed 
no one for so long that he decided he was out of work, so he took up other employment.
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The Chief Justice of the United States, John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop of Virginia, Bishop Madison, that 
“the Church is too far gone ever to be redeemed.”  Voltaire said, “Christianity will be forgotten in thirty years time.”  
And Thomas Paine preached this cheerfully all over America.

In case you think it was the hysteria of the moment, Kenneth Scott Latourette, the great church historian said, “It seemed as 
if Christianity were about to be ushered out of the affairs of men.” The churches had their backs to the wall—it seemed as if 
they were about to be wiped out.  

How did God change that situation? 
It came through the concert of prayer.

I must go back a little: There was a Scottish Presbyterian minister in Edinburgh called John Erskine. He wrote a memorial. 
He called it, “Pleading with the People of Scotland and Elsewhere to Unite in Prayer for a Revival of Religion.”

He sent a copy of his little book to Jonathan Edwards in New England.  That great theologian was so moved, he wrote a 
response, which got longer than a letter, and finally he published it as a book.  If my memory serves me right, the title of the 
book was as follows: “A Humble Attempt to Promote Explicit Agreement and Visible Union of All God’s People in 
Extraordinary Prayer for the Revival of Religion and the Advancement of Christ’s Kingdom.”

Now this moment began in England through William Carey, Andrew Fuller, John Sutcliffe and others.  They started 
what the British call the Union of Prayer.  The year after John Wesley died, the Second Great Awakening began and 
swept Great Britain.  There isn’t time to give you the details of that. But, in New England, there was a man of prayer named 
Isaac Backus, a Baptist pastor. I n 1794, when conditions were at their worst, he sent out a plea for prayer.

Take the colleges at that time...

1. They took a poll at Harvard, and they discovered not one believer in the whole student body.
2. They took a poll at Princeton, a much more evangelical place, where they discovered only two believers in the student 

body, and only five that did not belong to the filthy speech movement of that day.
3. Students rioted.
4. They held a mock communion at Williams College.
5. They had anti-Christian plays at Dartmouth.
6. They burned down the Nassau Hall at Princeton.
7. They forced the resignation of the President of Harvard.
8. They took a Bible out of a local Presbyterian Church in New Jersey and they burned it on a public bonfire.
9. Christians were so few on campus that they met in secret, like a communist cell, and they kept their minutes in code so 

that no one would know what they were doing to persecute them.

Isaac Backus addressed his pleas for prayer to ministers of every Christian denomination in the United 
States.  The churches knew that their backs were to the wall.  The Presbyterians of New York, New Jersey, 
and Pennsylvania adopted it for all their churches.  Bishop Francis Asbury adopted it for all the Methodists. 
The Baptist Associations and the Congregationalists, the Reformed, and the Moravians all adopted it until 
America, like Britain, was interlaced with a network of prayer meetings, which set aside the first Monday of 
each month to pray.
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It was not long before revival came.  It broke out first of all in Connecticut, then it spread to Massachusetts, entirely without 
extravagance or outcry.  Every report mentions this.

But another reason we don’t pray for revival and seek God for it is we have never experienced it.  There is no one living 
today who has ever experienced a spiritual awakening.

When God stirs your heart for revival, then it is something you can not get away from.

I.  Sovereignty of God in Relation to Revival

When God brought the Hebrews back from Babylonian captivity, it was not their idea or by their works that He did it. 
God moved sovereignly on Cyrus and then the Remnant in accordance with His Word.

The Day of Pentecost happened not in response to anything the disciples or the 120 were doing, but instead of God’s 
plan to send the Holy Spirit.

J.I. Packer identifies four elements characteristic of revival:

        Revival is God:

1. Revitalizing His church.
2. Turning away His anger from His church.
3. Stirring the hearts of His people.
4. Displaying the sovereignty of His grace

II.  Stirring of the Spirit is Necessary to Facilitate Revival

How do you know if God is wanting to send a revival? 
Just know His heart, but also, He will begin to stir the hearts of His people.

Haystacker Prayer Meeting

Twelve years after the incorporation of Williams College in 1793, the Second Great Awakening spread from its origins 
in Connecticut to Williamstown, Massachusetts.  Enlightenment ideals from France were gradually being countered by an 
increase in religious fervor, first in the town, and then in the College.  In the spring of 1806, Samuel J. Mills, the twenty-three 
year old son of a Connecticut clergyman, joined the Freshman class.  Mills, after a period of religious questioning in his late 
teens, entered Williams with a passion to spread Christianity around the globe.

On a sultry Saturday afternoon in August, 1806, Mills and four other students gathered as usual in the maple grove of 
Sloan’s Meadow for one of their twice-weekly prayer meetings. Thunderclouds broke open the sky, driving the students to 
seek shelter from the rain on the lee side of a great haystack.  With thought turned toward their classroom studies 
of Asia and the East India Company, Mills shared his burden that Christianity be sent abroad. 
With the exception of Harvey Loomis, who felt that missionary efforts should first be concentrated 
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Haystacker Prayer Meeting (continued...)

domestically, Mills, Byram Green, Francis L. Robbins, and James Richards prayed that American missions would spread 
Christianity through the East.

In 1808, Mills and other Williams students formed “The Brethren,” a society organized to “effect, in the persons of its 
members, a mission to the heathen.”  Upon the enrollment of Mills and Richards at Andover Seminary in 1810,  Adoniram 
Judson from Brown, Samuel Newall from Harvard, and Samuel Nott from Union College joined the Brethren.  Led by the 
enthusiasm of Judson, the young seminarians convinced the General Association of Congregational Ministers of Massa-
chusetts to form The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions in 1810.  In February, 1812, Rev. and Mrs. 
Judson, Rev. and Mrs. Newall, Rev. and Mrs. Nott, Rev. Gordon Hall, and Rev. Luther Rice were commissioned as the 
Board’s first missionaries and set sail for Calcutta, India.

Though only two of the five Williams students at the Haystack Prayer meeting ever left the United States, the impact of their 
passion for missions is widespread.  Loomis, true to his early convictions, dedicated his life to domestic missions in the State 
of Maine. Robbins engaged in missionary work in New Hampshire before returning to pastor a church in his native state of 
Connecticut.  Green preached for a short time before serving in New York State government and later in the U.S. 
Congress.  Richards left America in 1815, serving as a missionary in India until his death in 1822.  Mills engaged in missions 
in the Ohio and Mississippi valleys, in the Southwest United States, and in New Orleans.  He influenced the founding of the 
American Bible Society and the United Foreign Missionary Society before he died in 1818 while returning from a short-
term mission trip to Africa with the American Colonization Society.

The Prayer Revival of 1857-58

After the Great Awakening at the turn of the nineteenth century, another generation passed and America was in trouble 
again.  As the new nation grew by spreading south and west, the unity of the 1820s was torn apart by the deepening hostility 
between the industrial North and the agricultural South.  Slavery became the issue of freedom on which our democracy 
would again rise or fall.  Not since the tumultuous days preceding the Great Awakening of the 1740s had the division been 
deeper and the conflict more volatile.  The threat of secession by the southern states in the nineteenth century more than 
matched the threat of those who sided with the English king in the eighteenth century.

An expanding network of intercessory prayer among businessmen, particularly in cities such as Philadelphia and New York, 
is usually cited as the source of the 1858 revival.  Skeptics, of course, suggest that the fervency of the prayers equaled the 
panic over a crumbling economy which threatened to bankrupt their businesses and lower their quality of life.  Such skeptics 
fail to recognize the extension of those prayers beyond individual self-interest.  Out of those prayer groups came the Young 
Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), an organization founded to take the gospel to the campuses of the developing 
system of state universities and to serve the social, educational and spiritual needs of young men in the burgeoning cities of 
the nation.

Again, the stir of awakening on college campuses preceded the revival of 1858.  In the 1840s Charles Finney, an 
educator-evangelist, spoke as the president of Oberlin College, where students were in the midst of a campus revival. 
President Finney, not unlike Timothy Dwight of Yale, used the chapel platform to condemn the institution of slavery 
as antithetical to the spiritual freedom that the students found in Christ.
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The Prayer Revival of 1857-58 (continued...)

After the Great Awakening at the turn of the nineteenth century, another generation passed and America was in trouble 
again.  As the new nation grew by spreading south and west, the unity of the 1820s was torn apart by the deepening hostility 
between the industrial North and the agricultural South.  Slavery became the issue of freedom on which our democracy 
would again rise or fall.  Not since the tumultuous days preceding the Great Awakening of the 1740s had the division been 
deeper and the conflict more volatile.  The threat of secession by the southern states in the nineteenth century more than 
matched the threat of those who sided with the English king in the eighteenth century.

An expanding network of intercessory prayer among businessmen, particularly in cities such as Philadelphia and New York, 
is usually cited as the source of the 1858 revival.  Skeptics, of course, suggest that the fervency of the prayers equaled the 
panic over a crumbling economy which threatened to bankrupt their businesses and lower their quality of life.  Such skeptics 
fail to recognize the extension of those prayers beyond individual self-interest.  Out of those prayer groups came the Young 
Men’s Christian Association (YMCA), an organization founded to take the gospel to the campuses of the developing 
system of state universities and to serve the social, educational and spiritual needs of young men in the burgeoning cities of 
the nation.

Again, the stir of awakening on college campuses preceded the revival of 1858.  In the 1840s Charles Finney, an 
educator-evangelist, spoke as the president of Oberlin College, where students were in the midst of a campus revival. 
President Finney, not unlike Timothy Dwight of Yale, used the chapel platform to condemn the institution of slavery 
as antithetical to the spiritual freedom that the students found in Christ.

The message and the spirit of revival sped from campus to campus and fueled the abolition movement with biblical meaning 
and evangelistic fervor.  If a revival requires social reform to qualify as an Awakening, the Emancipation Proclamation leaves 
no doubt about the lasting impact of the Great Awakening that began on a college campus in the midst of revival.  
Gilbert Barnes, a historian of the anti-slavery movement, concludes: “In leadership, in method and in objective, the Great 
Revival and the American Anti-slavery Society now were one.”

A business man answered the call of his church by starting a parayer meeting.  He secured a place on Fulton Street, 
produced a flyer and began to pray. He invited other business men to give their lunch hour for prayer once a week.
On September 23, 1857, the prayer meeting began with only Jeremiah Lanphier in attendance.  After fifteen minutes, he 
was still the only one in attendance.  At 12:30 he heard the footsteps of the first person. Six people joined him the first day. 
The next week he had forty and they decided to move to a daily prayer meeting.  Within weeks hundreds were coming and 
lives were being changed. Within six months, ten thousand business men were gathering daily for prayer in New York and 
within two years, a million converts were added to the American churches through this revival.

At the height of this prayer meeting in New York City, it affected nearly everyone in the region.  A ship coming into the 
harbor came under the presence of God and the Captain and thirty of his men knelt in prayer and gave their lives to Christ 
before the ship even docked.

By February 1858, every church and every public building in downtown New York was filled.  Horace Greeley, the famous 
editor, sent a reporter racing around in a horse and buggy to see how many men were praying.  In one hour he could only get 
to 12 meetings, but he counted 6,100 attending. The landslide of prayer had begun.
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The Prayer Revival of 1857-58 (continued...)

Ten thousand people a week were converted in New York City.  The movement spread throughout New England. 
Church bells called people to prayer at 8 in the morning, 12 noon, and 6 in the evening.  Baptists had so many converts, 
they had to cut a square in the ice to immerse new believers in the river.

That revival jumped the Atlantic to Northern Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales, South Africa, and India.  The effects of 
that revival were felt for 40 years.

The Holy Club

John and Charles Wesley and a handful of other Oxford students devoted themselves to a rigorous search for holiness 
and service to others.

The Holy Club, the name given to John and Charles Wesley’s group by their fellow collegians in mockery of their 
emphasis on devotions, was the first sign of what later became Methodism.  Begun by Charles and led by John after his return 
to Oxford University in 1729, the Holy Club members fasted until 3 PM on Wednesdays and Fridays, received Holy 
Communion once each week, studied and discussed the Greek New Testament and the Classics each evening in a
member’s room, visited (after 1730) prisoners and the sick, and systematically brought all their lives under strict review.

The Holy Club never exceeded twenty-five members, but many of those made significant contributions, in addition to those 
of Charles and John Wesley.  John Gambold later became a Moravian bishop. John Clayton became a distinguished 
Anglican churchman.  James Hervey became a noted religious writer.  Benjamin Ignham became a Yorkshire evangelist. 
Thomas Brougham became secretary of the SPCK.  George Whitefield, who joined the club just before the Wesleys 
departed for Georgia, was associated both with the Great Awakening in America and the Evangelical Revival in England. 

Looking back from 1781 John Wesley saw in The Holy Club the “first rise” of Methodism.  The “second rise” was in 
Georgia in 1736, when he met with selected members of his congregation on Sunday afternoons. From these grew the idea 
for “Methodist societies” which became the backbone of the Methodist organization.

The Hebrides Revival

Off the west coast of Scotland is a small group of islands called the Hebrides.  Between 1949 and 1952 a wide spread 
revival swept through these islands in answer to the prayers of God’s people.  Instrumental in this revival was the evangelist 
Duncan Campbell.

“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer.” — Dr. A. T. Pierson
 
Sammy Tippit said...
“Normally when revival comes, historically and biblically, it comes on the wings of a person or a small group of people who 
pray and seek Him desperately, wanting Him to move in their hearts and in their lives.”

“From my experience and from the Word of God, I believe the only way God visits His people in revival 
is when His people seek His face.” 
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The Hebrides Revival (continued...)

Sammy Tippit said...

“As we pray for our nation, it may get darker before it gets lighter.”

“What we need to pray for is not a deliverance from all our problems and our troubles and our economy, but from ourselves.  
What we need to pray for is a movement of the Spirit of God among His people, where there is brokenness, confession, 
repentance, forgiveness, and cleansing.  In a word: revival.”

Charles G. Finney said...

“The spirit of prayer must be poured out upon God’s people before an awakening will ever dawn on the land.”

Peggy & Christine Smith: They Prayed A Promise

In a small cottage by the roadside in the village of Barvas lived two elderly women, Peggy and Christine Smith. 
They were eighty-four and eighty-two years old.  Peggy was blind and her sister almost bent double with arthritis.  
Unable to attend public worship, their humble cottage became a sanctuary where they met with God.  To them came the 
promise: “I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground,” they pleaded this day and night in prayer. 

One night Peggy had a revelation, revival was coming and the church of her fathers would be crowded again with young 
people!  She sent for the minister, the Rev. James Murray MacKay, and told him what God had shown her, asking him to 
call his elders and deacons together for special times of waiting upon God.  In the same district a group of men praying in a 
barn experienced a foretaste of coming blessing.  One night as they waited upon God a young deacon rose and read part 
of the twenty-fourth Psalm: 

“Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord?  Or who shall stand in His holy place?  
He that hath clean hands and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 

nor sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the Lord.”   

Turning to the others he said: “Brethren, it seems to me just so much humbug to be waiting and praying as we are, if we 
ourselves are not rightly related to God.”  Then lifting his hands toward heaven he cried: “Oh God, are my hands clean? 
Is my heart pure?” He got no further, but fell prostrate to the floor.  An awareness of God filled the barn and a stream of 
supernatural power was let lose in their lives.  They had moved into a new sphere of God realization, believing implicitly in 
the promise of revival.

But before leaving Peggy and her sister, another story must be told which further illustrates the holy intimacy of this woman with 
her Lord.  When the movement was at its height Peggy sent for Duncan, asking him to go to a small, isolated village to hold 
a meeting.  The people of this village did not favor the revival and had already made clear their policy of noninvolvement. 
Duncan explained the situation to Peggy and told her that he questioned the wisdom of her request.  “Besides,” he added, “I 
have no leadings to go to that place.”  She turned in the direction of his voice, her sightless eyes seemed to penetrate his soul.  
“Mr. Campbell, if you were living as near to God as you ought to be, He would reveal His secrets to you also.” 
Duncan felt like a subordinate, being reprimanded for defying his general.  He humbly accepted the rebuke 
as from the Lord, and asked if he and Mr. MacKay could spend the morning in prayer with them. 
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Peggy & Christine Smith: They Prayed A Promise (continued...)

he agreed, and later, as they knelt together in the cottage, Peggy prayed: “Lord, You remember what You told me this 
morning, that in this village  You are going to save seven men who will become pillars in the church of my fathers.  Lord, I have 
given Your message to Mr. Campbell and it seems he is not prepared to receive it.  Oh Lord, give him wisdom, because he 
badly needs it!”

“All right, Peggy, I’ll go to the village,” said Duncan when they had finished praying.  She replied, “You’d better!” 
“And God will give you a congregation.”  Arriving in the village at seven o’clock they found a large bungalow crowded to 
capacity with many assembled outside.  Duncan gave out his text: “The times of this ignorance God winked at, but now 
commandeth all men everywhere to repent.”  When he had finished preaching, a minister beckoned him to the end of the 
house to speak again to a number of people who were mourning over their sins - among them, Peggy’s seven men!

John: He Challenged God in Prayer

Opposition to the revival was being raised in other parts of the island. An evening was given to waiting upon God in the 
home of an elder.  Around midnight Duncan turned to the local blacksmith: “John, I feel the time has come for you to pray.” 
With his cap in his hand John rose to pray, and in the middle of his prayer he paused, raised his right hand to heaven, and 
said: “Oh God, You made a promise to pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the dry ground, and, Lord, 
it’s not happening.”  He paused again and then continued: “Lord, I don’t know how the others here stand in Your presence; 
I don’t know how the ministers stand, but, Lord, if I know anything about my own heart I stand before Thee as an empty vessel, 
thirsting for Thee and for a manifestation of Thy power.”  He halted again and after a moment of tense silence cried: 
“Oh God, Your honor is at stake, and I now challenge You to fulfil your covenant engagement and do what you have 
promised to do.”  Many who were present witnessed that at that moment the house shook.  Dishes rattled in the sideboard, as 
wave after wave of Divine power swept through the building.  A minister standing beside Duncan turned and said: 
“Mr. Campbell, an earth tremor!”  But Duncan’s mind, however, was in the fourth chapter of Acts, where the early Christians 
were gathered in prayer and, we read: “When they had prayed the place was shaken where they were assembled together; 
and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.”

Donald: The Boy Who Prayed

Among those converted the following night was a fifteen-year-old boy who became an outstanding helper in the revival. 
This lad became a “frontline” prayer-warrior.  Duncan called at his home one day and found him on his knees in the barn with 
the Bible open before him.  When interrupted he quietly said: “Excuse me a little, Mr. Campbell, I’m having an audience with 
the King.”  Some of the most vivid outpourings of the Spirit during the revival came when he was asked to pray.   In the police 
station in Barvas he stood up one night, simply clasped his hands together, and uttered one word - “Father.” 
Everyone was melted to tears as the Presence of God invaded the house.  In Callenish, he prayed until the power of God 
laid hold on those who were dead in sins transforming them into living stones in the Church of Jesus Christ.  But the most 
outstanding example of God’s anointing upon him was in Bernera, a small island off the coast of Lewis.  Duncan was assisting 
at a Communion service; the atmosphere was heavy and preaching difficult, so he sent to Barvas for some of the men to come 
and assist in prayer.  They prayed, but the spiritual bondage persisted, so much so that half way through his address 
Duncan stopped preaching. Just then he noticed this boy, visibly moved, under deep burden for souls. 
He thought: “That boy is in touch with God and living nearer to the Savior than I am.” 



9.

Donald: The Boy Who Prayed (continued...)

So leaning over the pulpit he said: “Donald, will you lead us in prayer?”  The lad rose to his feet and in his prayer made 
reference to the fourth chapter of Revelation, which he had been reading that morning: “Oh God, I seem to be gazing 
through the open door.  I see the Lamb in the midst of the Throne, with the keys of death and of hell at His girdle.”  He began 
to sob; then lifting his eyes toward heaven, cried: “O God, there is power there, let it loose!”  With the force of a hurricane 
the Spirit of God swept into the building and the floodgates of heaven opened.  The church resembled a battlefield. 
On one side many were prostrated over the seats weeping and sighing; on the other side some were affected by throwing 
their arms in the air in a rigid posture.  God had come!

She Saw A Vision

God communicated to Peter His purpose to bless the household of Cornelius by means of a vision in a trance when His 
servant was praying.  He used similar methods in Lewis.  A young woman in particular repeatedly went into trances, in which 
she received messages concerning those in need which were passed on to Duncan.  One night he was staying in Stornoway 
when this girl saw in a vision a woman in agony of soul twenty miles away.  Duncan was informed that he ought to go and see 
her, and without any thought for his own rest or safety he motorcycled to the village and found it exactly as he had been told. 
The word he spoke brought deliverance, and introduced the troubled lady to the Savior.  Not one message given by this 
girl through her trance- visions proved false.  This was an aspect of the work which Duncan did not attempt to encourage or 
explain, but he recognized it was of God and refused to interfere with it, warning those who would associate it with satanic 
activity, that they were coming perilously near to committing the unpardonable sin.

The Praying Butcher

Duncan never left the island without visiting the praying men, who had meant so much to him in the revival, and with whom he 
had such affinity of spirit. He marveled at their discernment and worldwide vision in this far northwestern island.  Calling to 
see one of them he arrived at the house to hear him in the barn praying for Greece.  He could not understand what interest a 
butcher in Lewis could have in Greece. “How did you come to be praying for Greece today?”, he asked him later. 
“Do you know where Greece is?”  “No, Mr. Campbell, but God knows, and He told me this morning to pray for Greece!” 
Two years later Duncan was introduced to a man in Dublin who told him the following story.  He had gone to Greece on a 
business trip and was asked to speak to an assembly of Christians. The Spirit of God worked so powerfully that he 
continued preaching for a few weeks and phoned his brother in Ireland with instructions to look after the business until he 
returned.  Duncan compared dates and discovered that the movement in Greece began on the same day that the butcher 
was praying in Bravas!

The price for heaven sent revival has never changed.  Before the floods of Holy Ghost conviction could sweep across the 
Isles of The Hebrides, strong men were broken before God, travailing in agony of prayer through the long hours of the night 
for months.  To do this, in spite of the demands of home and work, these men had to make time for waiting before God! 
This is perhaps the greatest problem besetting us today.  We have all the modern luxuries of life to make work easier and yet 
we cannot make time to pray!  What a tragic paradox!  Dr. Wilbur Smith very aptly stated the matter when he said: 
“I never get time to pray - I’ve always got to make it!”
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