
revival of...

the Remnant
a study of the book of Ezra

Who Are the Remnant  I  Ezra 1:1

1.

Ezra and Nehemiah are one book in the Hebrew canon, covering the period 538 to 543 BC.  The people of Israel had 
been in exile since 586 BC when they were conquered by the Babylonian empire.  The Persian empire is now in power. 

Cyrus issues a decree in 538 saying the Jews could return to the land.  Ezra was a priest and scribe who actually does 
not appear in the book until chapter 7 and Nehemiah, the layman, who God used to rebuild the Temple and the walls of 
Jerusalem.

Ezra gets less attention than Nehemiah, because Nehemiah is used for building projects and leadership lessons. 
But, Ezra is important because it tracks the return of a remnant of God’s people from exile in Babylon as they reestablish 
themselves in the land of Israel and the restoration and renewal of their faith.

I.  The Remnant Theme Runs Throughout the Bible

God has always had a remnant: Noah’s family; Lot; In Sodom’s day, Abraham prayed for 50 to be found in Sodom and 
all the way down to 10; During Elijah’s day he bemoaned, “I, even I, am left alone.” But God reminded him in I Kings 19 
that 7,000 men had not bowed their knees to Baal.

Mordecai and Esther; Nehemiah, Ezra and Zerubbabel; Isaiah’s son was named meaning “A remnant shall return.” 
(Isaiah 7:3); Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego; Micah 7:18 “Who is a God like You, Pardoning iniquity And 
passing over the transgression of the remnant of His heritage?”

Even in the New Testament: Simeon and Anna in Luke 2:25 who was “righteous and just” living a “devout life”; 
The parable of the soils with the indication that the fourth soil would be the only one saved; Romans 11: 5 “Even so then, 
at this present time there is a remnant according to the election of grace.”

In the book of Hebrews they were encouraged not to turn back but to proceed past the elementary things of the faith and 
the milk onto meat.

In Revelation 3, at the church at Sardis, this was one of the churches that nothing good was said about it at first and in 
fact the only good thing said at all was about a few who had not stained their garments.  He told them to awake up and 
“strengthen what remains.  There are a few there who are alive. Strengthen them, pour your time into them 
and build them up.  Support the remnant in the church.



2.

Then God promises to them you will be clothed in white.  This is a scene from the Roman Triumph when they would wear 
white togas to mean this was a festive occasion, a triumphant occasion and they were righteous.

144,000 of the Jews in Revelation 7:3-8.  

Jesus said, “Many are called, but few are chosen.”

We have been talking about Israel and how only a chosen portion of Israel will be saved. Let me give you three key 
groups of Jews we see today:

1. Secular Jews - They are of the physical lineage, but spiritually they are agnostic.  They are the Jews we see mainly in 
Israel and the United Stated.

2. Religious Jews - They are the Reformed, Conservative and Orthodox.  They believe in God, but not in Jesus Christ.
3. Remnant Jews - These are the Jews we are talking about.  They not only believe in God, but they believe their     

Messiah is Jesus Christ.

The Same could be said of Christians:

1. Cultural Christians

They believe in God, but have never trusted in Jesus Christ as their Lord.  They have never had a conversion. 
They may have been born and raised in a Christian home, raised in church, and even regularly attend church, but there 
is no personal relationship with Jesus. They may have even prayed a salvation prayer, been baptized—but there is no 
continual sign of fruit unto salvation.

Billy Graham said 75% of those in the church have never been truly converted.   Wheat and tares parable.

2. True Christians — The Remnant

Paul said in Ephesians 4: 7 that God is coming for a “glorious church, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it 
should be holy and without blemish.”

Fewer than you think—Few there be that find it.

II.  The Remnant is Always a Part of a Larger Religious Group

III.  The Remnant Set Themselves Apart by Their Obedience and Faith
Jeremiah 25:12 and 29:10 he promised only 70 years.
There were those who stayed back in Babylonia because they had their way of life with their houses, 
families, gardens, etc.



3.

This is the third soil in the parable of the soils in Luke 8.  Those who permitted the seed of the Word of God to be “choked 
with cares, riches and pleasures of life.”

Matthew 7:24 - “Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice...”

Luke 8:15 - “But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain 
it, and by perseverance produce a crop.” (NIV)

This leads into the last point.

IV.  The Remnant Persever Through Suffering and/or Persecution

Those in the Remnant have been through some things and have persevered.

This is the second set of soils in Luke 2.  When the sun beats down on the seed, it withers.

An untested faith is an untrusted faith.
It doesn’t mean it is a perfect faith but a progressing faith.

Like in Hebrews, it does not stop and return.

I won’t say you won’t every trip up, fail or get mad at God – but you will not remain there.


