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“What Does Life Consist Of?”
It has been since July 2018 that we have been in the great Gospel of Luke.  
Let me remind you that this is a Gospel written by a Gentile for Gentiles.  
The emphasis is on the out cast, down trodden, the women, lepers, sick, etc...

It is a gospel of good news for those who are not Jews, not men, and not in the 
upper class.

In the early verses of chapter 12 he has warned against hypocrisy by knowing your 
heart and from your heart identifying publicly with Jesus.  The threat of hypocrisy 
from those who seeks the praise of men will damage their true witness for Christ.

We pick up with another threat to the faithful witness for Christ…worldliness, which 
is a threat to life.  It is called the Parable of the Rich Fool, and only Luke records this 
story.

So what does life consist of?

1.  Life does not consist of getting one’s justice or rights.

A man comes to Jesus wanting him to tell his brother to divide the inheritance with 
him.  He did not ask Jesus to decide a dispute or a “gray” area; instead, he asked 
Him to rule in his favor of getting more money.   

He may have already approached other rabbis, and he didn’t get the answer he 
wanted – so he comes to Jesus.

A typical “rabbi” of his day would have weighed in – but Jesus is not a typical rabbi.  
Jesus is not an earthly Messiah where you get good legal advice, get help in 
disputes, or even get justice.

This might have been the “just” or “his right” to do – but there is a greater danger 
to the cause of Christ than injustice or unjust distribution of the inheritance.

Greater danger is covetousness and the damage it could do to the spiritual life of a 
person.

Matthew 16:26 – “For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and 
loses his own soul?  Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”



RAINSVILLE
FIRST FAMILY

2

This man wanted to use Jesus for his personal gain and rights...  

• Tell my brother what to do – use your spiritual authority to enhance my own 
personal gain

• Get me my rights
• Do what is just

Certainly, there is nothing wrong with seeking justice.

Micah 6:8 does teach us: “He has shown you, O man, what is good; and what does 
the Lord require of you But to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with your 
God?”

But, there needs to be wisdom and discernment when it comes to issues of 
injustice and rights.  As a believer, there must be a greater issue at hand, and that is 
the Gospel.

Jesus exposed his motives with the telling of this parable, and in so much, 
He called him a “fool.”  He was only concerned about himself.

2.  Life does not consist of having a lot of stuff and getting more stuff.

Verse 15 – Watch out – be on guard against all kinds of greed.

Put yourself boundaries around yourself to protect you from greed and 
covetousness – like a security boundary.  Are you accountable to anyone for your 
giving?  

“Because one’s life is not in the abundance of his possessions.”

He thought everything he had belonged to him. 

Verse 18 – “My barns”  “My grain”  “My goods”

And he wanted more.  The more you have the more you want.

Greed – Covetousness

Think of how many things in life comes our way appealing to greed – get-rich-quick 
schemes (buying Iraqi money) – split-the-pot – raffles – pyramid schemes
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Then put a religious twist to it and its called the prosperity gospel.  Get saved, give 
the preacher money, and you will be rich.

Government is promoting a lottery.  It is amazing that the Republicans are in 
control, and the only reason we don’t already have lottery and other gaming 
industries is because they can’t agree among themselves.

At the end of the day, a lottery is a government-run gambling.  
Do you trust government to do that well?

They are appealing to the basic selfish instinct of humanity – the lottery feeds both 
ends of the spectrum.  The government wants more money and the citizen wants 
to get rich quick.

If the lottery goes in, what will it hurt?  Poor people.  There will be more shop 
lifting, and more benevolent calls on the churches and community.  Rich people 
play the lottery and gaming, but they can afford to lose it.

A lottery is a coward’s way for a politician to get more money without calling it a 
tax.

I Timothy 6:6 – “Now godliness with contentment is great gain.” 

This man had just had a great harvest...so what does he want to do – to tear down 
what he has and build greater barns.

There is no condemnation of riches here or anywhere else in the Bible.  
Abraham was a rich man.  Job, who we will begin studying this Wednesday night, 
was a rich man.  Solomon.  Joseph of Arimathea ministered to Jesus in his time of 
death.

He had not gotten this by dishonest means – instead just the opposite.  
God had blessed him. 
 
He has experienced common grace – good crops.  Most likely his neighbor 
experienced the same and others.  It had nothing to do with his spiritual status in 
life.  

But the only thing he could think of in his wealth was himself.

Where is the thought of giving away?  That was what you were to do with your 
crops.  Leave bundles of the grain on the sides for the poor.  But there was no 
concern for the poor or others – just himself.
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3.  Life does not consist of just a few short days here on earth.

Verse 19 – he commits the sin of presumption.  He presumes he will have many 
more days left to “eat, drink and be merry.”

Life does not consist of only these few short days here on earth.

Ecc. 3:2 – “there is a time to be born and a time to die.”

Our days are numbered.  You take all the vitamins you want, eat right, exercise, and 
have the best medical care in the world, but when God calls your name you will 
leave.  And no one is promised another day of life.

You will face your decisions in 100 years.

James 4: 13-16 –  “Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to such 
and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; whereas you 
do not know what will happen tomorrow.  For what is your life?  It is even a vapor 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.  Instead you ought to say, “If 
the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that.”  But now you boast in your 
arrogance.  All such boasting is evil.”

4.  Life consists of living for God now and preparing for eternity.

A.  You kill the sin of covetousness

Covetousness is the center of man’s attention in this life, only neglecting or cutting 
off your spiritual life eventually ending in eternal death.

Give it all to God – honor Him with the first fruits of your labor.

B.  You store treasures for Heaven.

There was a man who made millions of dollars and faithfully tithed.  One day he 
lost all he had and somebody asked him, “I bet you wish you had all that money 
you gave to the church back.”  He replied, “No, that is all I have left is what I gave.” 

Matthew 6:21 –  “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”

We call someone a fool and we are making them to feel a second rate person.
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But God calls someone a fool….

1.  When he forget who gave him all he has.
2.  When he forgets who helped him get what he has.
3.  When he forgets his own soul.
4.  When he forgets there is a life to come.


