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“Consequences for Devaluing the Lord’s Table”

I want to apologize for just getting to this teaching.  I believe it is one of the most 
important and life-changing teachings for the church.

If it is important to God and the building up of His body, it should be important to 
us.  Elders, Deacons, church government, our mission, church discipline, baptism, 

and the Lord’s Supper are all important.

That’s why these 28 days are all important.  

It is about the Supper of the Lord: 
• Communion – The Eucharist – Love Feasts (Jude 12)

Because of this teaching that I am continuing to learn, I have said, “If the church 
properly understand the Lord’s Table, it would never need another ‘revival’ again.”

Henry Blackaby listed eight thoughts for a church to experience revival and one of 
those eight:  

“A return to a meaningful encounter with God at the Lord’s Supper, or Communion, 
will be evident in times of revival.  The impact of the love of Christ demonstrated 
on the cross has done more to spark revival than almost any other thing.”

Claude King says in the preface to the book we are about to embark on:
  
“Properly observed, it can be a time of genuine revival among God’s people.  It can 
be a time to turn the hearts of God’s people back to our Lord who died for us – the 
One who is to be our first love.”

I had not intended to begin the series this morning, but as I turned my full heart 
and mind to this in mid-December, I became overwhelmingly convinced that if I 
did not preach this today I would be in direct disobedience to God.

It is a negative tone, but in the coming Sundays we will see the glorious spiritual 
benefits of the Lord’s Table.

As Paul is addressing the Corinthian church, he takes special note of the abuse of 
the Lord’s Table.  One of the early church’s distinguishing marks was the “breaking 
of bread” according to Acts 2:42.
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Among the problems of this church, he still calls them “saints” (I Corinthians 1:2; 
II Corinthians 1:1; 13:13, plus some eight other times he mentions “saints” in the 
letters.

Yet, he has no praise for them.  There are two main issues that sky rocket to the top, 
and they both deal with discipline in the church – the man in I Corinthians 5 who 
the church was not confronting and this situation with the Lord’s Table.

He says in verse 17 – “I do not praise you, since you come together not for the bet-
ter but for the worse.”

They were getting worse instead of better, and you might argue it would have 
been better to stop the practice all together, since they were “digging themselves 
further into a hole,” but when it comes to the Lord’s Table – stopping it is not an 
option.  Getting it right is.

So what were the problems ...

I.  Lack of a Priority of the Lord’s Table

Verse 24 – “Do this…”  

Paul is relating a direct command from the lips of Jesus.  Sharing in the Lord’s 
Supper is not an option.  Not to partake of holy communion is disobedience and 
sin.

Then when they did come together, they were getting so drunk at the “agape 
meal” that the Lord’s Table was not being handled properly.

There were not prioritizing and preparing for the Lord’s Table.

Ignoring it is not a solution and neither is devaluing it.

II.  Lack of Preparation for the Lord’s Table – verse 28

There was no examination of themselves.  

This was originally instituted in the Feast of the Passover connected with the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread where it took seven days to prepare.

He promises in verses 31-32 that if they will “judge themselves, we would not be 
judged.”
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WOW – what a promise!  He is not referring to the judgment of the lost, 
but of the saved.  The purpose of the judgment in not to damn us, but to direct 
us into righteousness.

And he promises if you will judge yourself that God will not have to judge you.

The word for “examine” conveys a rigorous self-examination.  
Examining one’s motives, attitudes, speech, and actions.

In the preface, Claude King tells the story of the missionary in Africa who went to 
pastor a church realizing he had not led the church in the Lord’s Supper.  So he an-
nounced one Sunday morning that they would have the Lord’s Supper that night to 
which an elder begin to weep and said, “Pastor you must not ask us to do this.  We 
always spend at least a day preparing ourselves for the Lord’s Supper.  We haven’t 
had time to prepare.  It would be offensive to God for us to come unprepared.”

Passover was a part of a week long festival in Jewish life that included the Feast of 
Unleaved Bread, where they spent time to remove all the leaven from the house.  
Leaven always represented sin.

III.  Lack of discernment for the rest of the body – verse 29

Every meal would end with the Lord’s Supper.  

The two went together.  But instead of it being a wonderful “love feast,” it became 
the supper of two groups: the privileged and the underprivileged.

He says you have homes in which you can eat.  The purpose of you coming 
together in these two meals is not to get your belly full; but is to celebrate the 
commonality of Christ and to care for one another as a body.

I believe one of the greatest failures of the church today is regarding the 
discernment of the body at the Table of the Lord.  

I just wonder…how many in this church have ever experienced being in a church 
when, at the Lord’s Table, the church would discern the following:

• Who is absent that we need to contact?
• Who is absent that need to be confronted in their sin?
• Who has been contacted and confronted but shown no sign of repentance 

and now the church needs to exercise the discipline of removing them from 
the body?
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We talked briefly about this a few months ago, on a Sunday night last spring, in 
preaching about the church.

But the church has become so spiritual weak and immature, that we no longer 
discern the body and we are dying, not because of outside influences but a lack of 
taking care of the sickness within.

IV.  As a consequence, they were experiencing the chastisement of the Lord

I use that word carefully.  There are consequences when you don’t handle the Table 
of the Lord correctly...when you handle it in an “unworthy” manner.

There are built in consequences.  God is not mad and just getting revenge.  

Instead, as surely as you jumping off of a tall building will result in your hitting the 
ground,  if you don’t pay your taxes, eventually the IRS will catch up with you.  
Spiritually, when you do not come to the  Table of the Lord correctly, there are 
consequences.

Verse 29 – “You bring judgment to yourself.”

Verse 30 – “For this reason…”

1.  Many are weak.

This is the condition one is left in after a long exhausting illness.

Let me say, these are not “spiritual” symptoms.  They are real – not spiritualized.

2.  Many are sick

This is the condition in which one is without health and unable to recover speedily.

3.  Many sleep

The word is “dead.”  It’s the same word used for Lazarus in John 11, and for 
Stephen in Acts 7 after he was stoned.

Believer’s premature death.
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This is why, at the end of every Lord’s Supper, I always give a special time of 
anointing with oil and praying for the sick.  

God heals, but especially when we have repented of sin that may have caused our 
sickness.


