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Isaiah 40:1-2 
“Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
announce to her that her time of hard service is over, her iniquity has been 
pardoned, and she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.”

Psalm 23:4 
“Even when I go through the darkest valley, I fear no danger, for you are with me: your rod and your 
staff—they comfort me.”

Lamentations 1: 16 – 17 
“I weep because of these things; my eyes flow with tears. For there is no one nearby to comfort me, no 
one to keep me alive. My children are desolate because the enemy has prevailed.”
 
Matthew 5:4 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.”

Romans 15:4
“For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.”
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II Corinthians 1:3,5 
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with 
the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.”
5) “For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also abounds through Christ.”

I Thessalonians 4:18 
“Therefore comfort one another with these words.”

I Thessalonians 5:11 
“Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just as you also are doing.””

Rainsville First Family, thank you for your ministry to the Hall Family...

Thank you for your ministry.  You have washed clothes, dishes, brought food - (washed feet) 
Played games with the children...

John 13: 34-35 
“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, you are also to love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

They are reaping what they have sowed.

Recognizing those whom Joey taught...

Who did he coach in Upward?
Who was in his AWANA classes?
Who was in his College and Career classes or Young married? 
Who has been in a discipleship group with him?
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Our bodies are in shock.  This family is in shock.  Our church is in shock.

We are not a pretentious people. Our emotions do not portray a lack of faith in God. People of faith at 
times feel they have to betray their emotions in order to portray a certain posture. We do not have to 
mask our emotions.

It is important to come to a safe place today. That place is the Word of God. Without it we will go to 
places where our emotions are out of control. We must go to the Word as a flock today. This is not a 
memorial message, but a Pastoral message.

Lament is how we bring our sorrow to God—but it is a neglected dimension of the Christian life for 
many Christians today. We need to recover the practice of honest spiritual struggle that gives us permis-
sion to vocalize our pain and wrestle with our sorrow. Lament avoids trite answers and quick solutions, 
progressively moving us toward deeper worship and trust.

Exploring how the Bible—through the psalms of lament and the book of Lamentations—gives voice 
to our pain, this book invites us to grieve, struggle, and tap into the rich reservoir of grace and mercy God 
offers in the darkest moments of our lives.

Abraham over Sarah In Genesis 23 ...“came to mourn for Sarah and to weep for her.”  There is a whole 
chapter on Sarah’s death, but only five verses on Abraham’s death.

Genesis 50 – When Jacob died it says Joseph fell on his father’s face and wept over him and kissed him. 
He was in Egypt and they waited forty days and the Egyptians mourned for him 70 days. Then when they 
got to Canaan in verse 10- “they lamented loudly and bitterly; and there Joseph observed a seven-day 
period of mourning for his father.”

Numbers 20 – All of Israel mourned Aaron’s death for thirty days
Deut. 34 – All the children of Israel wept for Moses for thirty days

We are not comfortable with grief and pain. We seek to avoid it – until like an angry beast, it catches up 
and we have to wrestle it and overcome it, or we die.
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Grief is not tame. But, proper grief is our coping mechanism God installed in the original package. 

Life begins with tears – crying.

Hebrews 4:15 
“We do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, ..”

Message - We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. 
He’s been through weakness and testing, experienced it all—all but the sin.

Isaiah 53:3 – Man of Sorrows – acquainted with grief.

Our world is broken; Our bodies are broken, but...
• God is all powerful.
• God will be faithful.

Maybe you are experiencing loss: 
• Empty womb
• Empty crib
• Empty bed
• Empty chair
• Empty billfold due to lose of a job
• Empty strength due to disease or physical limitations

1/3 of all 150 Psalms are songs of mourning – lament.

When we offer our complaint TO GOD – we open ourselves to God. Pray – cry – to God. 
It leads to trust and praise

Complaint leads us to trust – don’t get stuck in the complaint for that leads to anger, bitterness 
and further distance from God.
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The real attack the enemy is doing now, is to destroy your faith as a believer. 

The enemy says, “See God is not with you.” “Look what He did in taking your loved one at such an early 
age.” He is a hateful liar who wants to come and destroy our faith. He is the anti-comforter. Anti-Christ. 
He will say to you, “you did not pray enough, do enough,” etc... 

The enemy did not win a battle for Joey’s life. His life was never in the hands of the enemy.  It is Jesus 
who said no one can snatch one of my children from my hand!

This was not a satanic attack, but the frailty of the human body. With Joey, we received a great gift 
for as long as the package was able to bear it. Stand against the voice that says God was unkind or 
the Devil stole him away.

Throw out the idea that He was taken - as if he was snatched from us in a heartless way or manner. 
Joey was not taken; he was received. He was received as a good soldier who only lived to hear the words, 
“Well Done Good and faithful servant.”

Don’t ask why did this take him as a young man? Rather, ask why did it not happen 20 or 30 years ago 
before he enjoyed marriage and fathering three children?

Why did it not happen before he had the opportunity to lead with his wisdom through the elder process?

We must be thankful that God gave us Joey for 48 years.

We do well to recognize that even in the midst of life’s joys, it will never be long enough. 

Sooner or later we will rise to sing, “This world is not my home, I am just passing through.” 

Don’t succumb to shallow or superficial thinking.
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Psalm 77 and 13
Pattern of a lament

First part: the permission to grieve, to question, to vent.

Second part: There is always a ‘but.’  ‘Then’...a turning point.

Concerning Psalm 13:6

“All true songs of worship are born in the wilderness of suffering, “ says Christian musician and author, 
Michael Card.

In reflecting on the laments of David, Michael Card suggests that without the “rocky terrain of his lonely 
life” we would not have many of the psalms of David that we cherish.  In other words, David’s pain created 
his worshipful laments.
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