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*The in-person service on Wednesday, January 6, 
will be January’s FIRSTWEDNESDAY Service. 



Week of Prayer 

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS! 

“For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance 
will arise for the Jews from another place, but you and your father's 

house will perish. Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom 
for such a time as this?”  

Esther 4:14 

Do you ever think about why you exist in the era that you do? I 

wonder often why God has chosen me and what I am to do. When it 

comes to the current state of our world, one glance at the news 

shows us that there is much work to be done. A frequent prayer of 

mine is that I would know and be guided by the Holy Spirit on what I 

am to do and what part I am to play in impacting our world and 

helping address the hardship faced by those around me. Esther’s 

story serves as a reminder that I am to be ready and vigilant to stand 

in the trenches, make a bold decision, and risk it all. God can give the 

“go ahead” at any moment, and I need to be ready to move. 

The order had been given. The Jews in Persia were to be killed. 

Even though she was Persia’s queen, Esther did not know if she 

could make a difference. Her cousin, Mordecai, recognized that 

Esther had been prepared uniquely by God for this crisis. Though she 

had doubts, he told her, “Who knows whether you have come to the 

kingdom for such a time as this?” 

After a time of fasting, Esther approached the king. Incredibly, her 

courageous actions changed the course of history and saved her 

people. 

There are many reasons why we might feel inadequate, unworthy, or 

incapable of making a difference. You might like to be somewhere 

else, doing something different, but God has a plan for our lives. He 

has uniquely prepared each of us to accomplish something special 

for His Kingdom. The world is changed and lives are saved when 

individual men and women realize that they have been called, “for 

such a time as this.” This is accomplished by the power of the Holy 

Spirit, through faith and action. 

 

[continued] 



[continued] 

 

Today, God has called you “for such a time as this.” It is no accident 

that you are where you are, doing what you are doing. In special 

ways, the Lord has uniquely prepared you to accomplish certain 

tasks for His Kingdom. You also need to remember that God has an 

appointed time for every event in your life. Do not allow doubt, fear, 

or discouragement to take root in your heart and mind. Trust God 

and focus on His call for your life. He has called you for such a time 

as this—this unprecedented time we are living in. Be faithful to Him; 

He will bless you, and He will bless others through you! 

Please join me, Tina, and the entire pastoral staff for the week of 

prayer—Sunday, January 3 through Friday, January 8. Our theme is: 

“FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS!”  

 

Much Love and Care, 

Pastor Pat 

 



Friday, January 1 

A Sacred Space 

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” 
James 4:8 

Recently, I read an inspiring article about the altar, leading me to  

write today’s devotional. For me, my spiritual journey started at the 

age of ten, growing up in a Pentecostal church in East Freetown, 

Massachusetts. It was an expressive worship culture, much different 

than the Catholic Mass we were accustomed to. The music was lively, 

tambourines drove the rhythm, and I even learned how to play one. 

The whole worship experience blew the roof off the building, getting 

both the blood moving and the people praising. The preaching 

was passionate and the testimonies were sincere and powerful. But 

there is one thing that stands out above all other church memories 

from my spiritual upbringing:  the altar. 

The altar was a place of personal encounter. As I grew, I learned how 

God desired for me to draw closer to Him through prayer—tarrying 

at the altar. Tarrying is a word not used anymore; it means waiting 

on the Lord to move. James 4:8 says, “Draw near to God and He will 

draw near to you.” For me, the altar was one such place.  

So many personal encounters with Jesus and the power of the Holy 

Spirit occurred at the altar. People came to Christ at the altar, were 

delivered from life-controlling addictions at the altar, were healed at 

the altar, and were called into the ministry at the altar. The congrega-

tion viewed the altar as a sacred space, and to this day, I thank God 

for my personal encounters with Him at the altar. The altar shaped 

my spiritual journey at such a young age. 

However, in today’s modern church, altars are not as commonplace 

as they once were. There are churches that no longer have the space 

for altars. Some churches have multiple services that leave no time 

for extended worship and tarrying around the altar. Other churches 

are even designing their sanctuaries with fewer religious symbols to 

put unchurched attendees “at ease,” in hopes it helps them want to 

stay. But something important has been lost.  
 

[continued] 
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There is a saying: “Some things are better caught than taught.” 

Drawing near to God at the altar is one of those things. Imprinted on 

my heart are beautiful memories of my father seeking God at the 

altar. The experiences I had of personally witnessing my father 

at the altar with the Lord left a lasting impression on my heart. 

I have a strong desire to leave a spiritual legacy for our children and 

grandchildren which motivates me to provide a sacred space for 

altar experiences. In Old Testament times, when people encountered 

God they would construct an altar in that exact location. The altar 

would stand as a perpetual reminder of their encounter with God, so 

their children and children’s children would never forget what the 

Lord had done. 

We must be careful not to make the mistake of raising children 

who only have a head-knowledge of God, having never personally 

experienced Him in their hearts. You see, the heart is where real life 

transformation takes place. Jesus calls us to love Him with all our 

heart (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Matthew 22:37).  

People are desperate for a sacred space where God’s love, truth, 

grace, and mercy can change a sinner into a saint, sorrow into joy, 

mourning into dancing, and ashes into beauty. 

A Christ-centered, Bible-based, Spirit-empowered altar experience 

does not provide space for expressions that do not line up with 

Scripture. It provides space for a transformative experience and an 

encounter with Jesus through the Holy Spirit, resulting in a life that 

reflects the Word, and not the weird. 

From Noah to Moses and Gideon to Elijah, courageous and convicted 

people in Scripture designated a specific time, in a specific place, for 

a special encounter with the Sovereign God. 

 

PRAY: Lord, help me to have the desire and the discipline to set 

apart a sacred space to meet with You.  
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Saturday, January 2 

A Supernatural Encounter 

“Alas, O Lord God! For I have seen the Angel 
of the Lord face to face.” 

Judges 6:22 

We are the children of the Cross, ambassadors of the empty tomb 

and spiritual heirs of all the riches of the kingdom of God. 

Yet, we have become more like Gideon, hiding in a winepress rather 

than taking up our inheritance (Judges 6:11). God is calling us to 

emerge as mighty warriors with our identity in Christ and a fresh 

passion to do His will, a passion that begins at the altar. 

A divine encounter brought Gideon out of his winepress and into the 

realization of his calling and mission. Gideon’s first response was to 

build an altar, which he called “The Lord is Peace” (Yahweh Shalom). 

According to Strong’s Concordance, the Hebrew word “shalom” 

refers to completeness, wholeness, health, soundness, tranquility, 

safety, prosperity, perfectness, fullness, rest, harmony, and the 

absence of agitation and discord, where nothing is missing or broken. 

That same night, the Lord said to Gideon, “Take the second bull from 

your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s 

altar to Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it” (Judges 6:25). 

Likewise, I believe God is calling us to construct spiritual altars—to 

mark out sacred spaces, both at home and at church, for countering 

the darkness of the world around us. It is not easy going against the 

cultural grain. Gideon’s own father built the altar to Baal, going along 

with the ideas of the day rather than standing up to them. But 

Gideon destroyed this altar of falsehood and fear and instead 

constructed an altar of faith. 

At the end of the day, two altars cannot occupy the same space. 

Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the 

one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise 

the other. You cannot serve God and mammon” (Matthew 6:24).  

[continued] 
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We don’t get rid of what is wrong to embrace what is right. We 

embrace what is right to get rid of what is wrong. Religion says, “Do 

away with sin to experience God’s power.” God says, “Accept My 

power to take away your sins.” 

The altar is the place where we receive God’s grace to live life 

victoriously in a fallen world. The altar is not just a good idea, it is 

a spiritual necessity. In a world of altars dedicated to selfishness 

and immorality, God once again issues a clarion call to the Gideons 

of this generation to meet Him at an altar of attentiveness and 

submission, to hear His message, and to carry out His mission. 

 

PRAY: Lord, grant me the grace to build an altar of faith.  
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Sunday, January 3 

Spiritual Transactions 

“Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may 
obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.” 

Hebrews 4:16 

The altar is the place where God meets with you and you meet with 

God. It is the place of personal encounter with a powerful and 

personal God. Al Toledo, in his book the DNA of a Leader, writes, 

“The altar is the place of communion, consecration, and commission. 

The altar impacts the spiritual temperature of the believer and the 

church like nothing else. The altar is where all spiritual transactions 

take place on behalf of His Kingdom.” The altar is the place where we 

receive from God. The altar is the place where spiritual transactions 

take place between the Sovereign God and His humble servants.  

 

PRAY: Lord, thank you for opening the door into Your throne 

room of grace through Christ’s death and inviting me to approach 

You in confident prayer. 

 

 

Sunday, Jan. 3 — 6:30 to 6:45 PM via Livestream 

Altar (Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16) 

• Lord, help me to be disciplined in my personal time with You. 

• Lord, help me to be present in Your presence. 

• Lord, help me to make the family altar a priority in our home. 
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Monday, January 4 

Sacred Symbols 

“For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord 
Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which is 

broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’  In the same manner He also 
took the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood. 

This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.’” 
I Corinthians 11:23-26 

The Lord understands, “out of sight, out of mind,” and has given us things 

to help us remember Him—symbols. The Lord’s Supper (communion) was 

instituted by Jesus. He chose the bread and the cup as sacred symbols—

the bread, His body; the cup, His shed blood. The empty cross is a power-

ful symbol reminding us of Christ’s atoning sacrifice. The emptiness of the 

cross reminds us of the empty tomb. After the Reformation, the pulpit was 

moved from the side of the altar platform to the center—to symbolize the 

centrality of God’s Word in our hearts. The placement of the communion 

table under the pulpit reminds us that the Gospel is the central message of 

the Christian church. The water baptism tank is intentionally centered, 

reminding us that the Great Commission is the church’s central mission 

and responsibility. Today, the modern church has removed many of these 

sacred symbols in their attempt to be relevant. As a result, the powerful 

message of the centrality of Jesus Christ is MIA in our worship. It has been 

replaced with self-centered worshippers—leaving very little room for 

Christ in our Christianity. A Christ-centered life begins with realizing that 

everything we are is from the Lord. He created us, He owns us, He gifted us 

with talents, He authors our story—every blessing that we receive comes 

from Him. Christ is the source for daily righteousness. We have no internal 

desire or moral ability to live up to biblical standards on our own, but in 

Christ, we have everything we need for godly living (2 Pet. 1:3). 

PRAY:  Lord, thank you for the symbol of the cross, and for all that Your 

death and resurrection represent to me. Please grant me Your grace to 

live a Christ-centered life, through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Monday, Jan. 4 — 6:30 to 6:45 PM via Livestream 
Discernment (Colossians 1:9-10) 

• Lord, fill me with the Holy Spirit. 

• Lord, help me to be dependent upon the Holy Spirit. 

• Lord, grant me spiritual awareness in this season. 

• Lord, grant me wisdom and understanding to do Your will. 
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Tuesday, January 5 

A Morning Prayer 

“Now in the morning, having risen a long while before daylight, 

He went out and departed to a solitary place; 

and there He prayed.” 

Mark 1:35 

Jesus set aside a time in the early morning to pray. It was the most 

important thing He did—He knew everything else He would do later 

in the day would be determined by this time spent in prayer. Mark 

tells us that this prayer time followed a full day of healing the sick 

and casting out demons. I love this quote from Al Toledo, lead pastor 

of Chicago Tabernacle, “One morning of prayer, provides a full day 

of authority.” To Jesus, it was critical to find time to be alone with 

the Father. He made this a priority. If the Son of God needed this 

disciplined time of prayer, how much more do we?  

David declared, “My voice You shall hear in the morning, O Lord; in 

the morning I will direct it to You, and I will look up” [Psalm 5:3].  

How inestimable is the privilege of entering into the throne room of 

God, surrounded by the hosts of His heavenly angels, to commune 

with One who is devoted to us. But prayer is more than that—it is 

more than just the privilege of communing with God. Prayer is the 

opportunity for God to display His glory. Prayer gives God a vehicle 

by which He can demonstrate who He is.   

PRAY: Lord, help me to discipline myself to meet with You daily. 

Help me to be present in Your presence and to walk in Your 

power, all for your glory.  

 
Tuesday, Jan. 5 — 6:30 to 6:45 PM via Livestream 

Endurance (Colossians 1:11-12) 

• Lord, help me to have eyes of faith. 

• Lord, strengthen my whole person – body, soul, and mind. 

• Lord, help me to be heavenly minded and to have a right heart. 

• Lord, help me to keep my eyes on the finish line.  
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Wednesday, January 6 

Sign Up to Die 

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses 

his life for My sake will find it.”  

Matthew 10:39 

Jesus does not attract followers the way many ministers do today. In 

this day we are more likely to hear, “Try Jesus” or “Come to this 

great church, with these great people, this great band, and good 

coffee.” No church advertisements say, “Sign up and die.” Yet, Jesus 

did just that. To be sure, following Jesus, if done whole-heartedly, 

will change a life for the better. True faith does not hold back 

anything from God. True faith knows that if Jesus is worth anything, 

He is worth everything. There is no point in giving Jesus 50, 60, 70, 

80, or even 99% of our lives. He will have it all or He will have none. 

We cannot mostly die, just as we cannot mostly be saved. 

The apostle Paul calls Christians to lay it all down, “I beseech you 

therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your 

bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your 

reasonable service” (Romans 12:1). God doesn’t demand our bodies 

because He wants models… God wants visible, lived-out, bodily 

evidence that our lives are His. Jesus calls us to lose our life. “You 

are not your own, for you were bought with a price” (I Corinthians 

6:19b-20a).  

PRAY: Lord, grant me the grace to die to myself, so that I can live 

wholly for You. Deepen the way I pray.  

 

Wednesday, Jan. 6 @ 7 PM in-person & livestream 
Courage  

• Lord, help me to be a person of deep conviction, unwavering. 

• Lord, grant me the strength to live out Your truth. 

• Lord, grant me the boldness to stand up for Your truth. 

• Lord, grant me the boldness to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

• Lord, grant me a courageous spirit.  
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Thursday, January 7 

Divine Adequacy 

“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to 

heaven, but beat his breast and said, God, have mercy 

on me, a sinner. I tell you that this man, rather than the 

other, went home justified before God.”   

Luke 18:13-14a 

 
This story captures the true character of prayer. This man came into 

the temple and stood with his eyes cast down. He did not assume the 

posture of prayer. All he could do was beat his breast and say, “God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.” 

What do we learn about prayer from this man? We learn that real 

prayer, authentic prayer, is an awareness of our helpless need. This 

man saw himself on the lowest possible level, a sinner. In fact, in the 

original language he calls himself, “the sinner”—the very lowest kind, 

the worst kind. He believed that without God he could do absolutely 

nothing to help his position. 

From the life of this tax collector, we learn that true prayer is always 

an acknowledgment of divine adequacy and our human inadequacy. 

Our help must be in God. This man looked for help nowhere else. 

Like this man, the psalmist knew, “My help comes from the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:2).  

PRAY: Lord, I ask now that I may, in this quiet moment, begin to 

live a life of prayer. I have no other help, but You. On this I rest. 

 

Thursday, Jan. 7 — 6:30 to 6:45 PM via Livestream 
Holy (1 Peter 2:9) 

• Lord, help me to live differently than the world. 

• Lord, I confess my sin. 

• Lord, convict me, make me more like You. 

• Lord, help me to be a light in the darkness.  

• Lord, help never to forget that I belong to You. 
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Friday, January 8 

Immeasurably More 

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we 

ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” 

Ephesians 3:20 

In reference to prayer John Newton once said, “Thou art coming 

to a King, so with thee large petitions bring! For His grace and 

power are such, that none can ever ask too much.” What we see in 

Ephesians is that the apostle Paul has this same philosophy of 

prayer. Paul has been bringing large petitions to the throne of grace 

for the good of God’s people. If we are honest, what Paul’s been 

praying for sounds like far too big a request. It seems as though Paul 

believed that he could never ask too much of God.  

Paul was essentially praying for the Ephesians and us, that God 

would strengthen us with His power through the Holy Spirit. 

Paul’s prayer was that we would have the strength, the ability, and 

the grace to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. He 

desired that Christ would dwell in our hearts by faith, so that we 

would all the more be transformed by the gospel, being made more 

Christlike, until we are filled with all the fullness of God.  

So, Paul prays that God would strengthen us, take up residence in 

our life, and transform our life. Then he prays that we would know 

something that surpasses knowledge—that we would know and be 

amazed by God’s great love for us in Christ—that’s a BIG prayer! 

I encourage you to read the whole prayer in Ephesians 3:14-21. 

Paul begins his doxology in verse 20, “Now to Him who is able…” The 

Him is God. This verse makes my mind immediately go to Hebrews 

7:25, where we’re told that God is able to save to the uttermost. In 

other words, He’s powerful to save whoever calls upon Him. No one 

is too far gone or beyond the reach of His grace; for He is mighty to 

save. He is powerful, and that is the idea here. Essentially verse 20 

says, “To Him who is powerful to do far more abundantly than all 

that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us—His 

power in us.” 

[continued] 
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One Christmas, while sitting at my office desk making plans to visit 

my family in Massachusetts, I began to think how I wanted to bless 

my parents with two specific gifts, and I knew I would need around 

five hundred dollars to pull it off. At that time I was serving at 

Greece Assembly as the youth pastor. Later in the same day, I 

noticed an envelope in my church mailbox. When I opened it, to my 

amazement there were five, crisp, one-hundred-dollar bills that 

looked like they were hot off the press. These were accompanied by 

a note that said, “I see your faithfulness; use this gift for your heart’s 

desire. Heavenly Hugs.” Wow! I stood there absolutely blown away, 

tears flowing down my face. I didn’t share with anyone how I wanted 

to bless my father and mother—I didn’t even ask God. I just thought 

it; that’s it. “To Him who is powerful to do far more abundantly that 

all that we ask or think…” To this day it remains a mystery… but 

God!  

 

PRAY: Lord, please help my faith to pray big, bold prayers… 

to believe for what seems impossible. Grant me grace to pray with 

eyes of faith and not fear. 

 

Friday, Jan. 8 — 6:30 to 6:45 PM via Livestream 
Stewardship (1 Peter 4:10) 

• Lord, show me what I have. 

• Lord, show me how I’m using what I have for you. 




