


February 10, 17, & 24 

March 10, 17, & 24 

 

Each session will be streamed , via 

Facebook, greeceassembly.org/livestream, 

and the BoxCast app (available on streaming 

devices—Apple TV, FireStick & Roku). 

 

 

 

*February 3rd and March 3rd will be our in-person 

FIRSTWEDNESDAY services. These are family 

prayer services, and childcare is available for ages 

0-5. These services will be available via livestream. 



INTRODUCTION 

 EQUIP is our midweek discipleship emphasis, committed 

to communicating the truth of Scripture in an accurate, 

clear, and practical way. The goal is to EQUIP believers to 

unequivocally know who they are in Christ, and to reach 

their full potential serving Christ as disciple-makers—both 

in life and ministry. 

 

Though God is never mentioned in the book of Esther, this 

teaching series will help us discover that while unseen, 

God is working behind the scenes. This study will EQUIP us 

to trust in God’s sovereign plan, how to live out our hope 

in Him, and how to strengthen our every day walk with 

Him. The practical applications learned from this study will 

EQUIP us “for such a time as this.” 

The goal of this study guide is to assist you in taking notes 

and gleaning applicable, spiritual truths from each session. 

We encourage you to not only fill in the blanks, but to use 

the margins to write down anything the Holy Spirit is 

speaking to you throughout the sessions. To help prepare 

our hearts to hear from the Lord, we encourage you to 

read the following chapters in Esther prior to each session: 

DATE SESSION READ 

February 10 Session 1  Esther 1 

February 17 Session 2  Esther 2 

February 24 Session 3 Esther 3 

March 3 FIRSTWEDNESDAY 

March 10 Session 4  Esther 4 

March 17 Session 5  Esther 5 

March  24 Session 6 Esther 6 - 8 



SESSION 1 
February 10, 2021—Read Esther 1 

“If I find buried deep within myself a desire for which 
nothing in this world can satisfy, the most probable 
explanation is that I was made for another world.” 

C.S. Lewis 

 

 

1. Xerxes wanted to show his power so people would 

support him in his ambitions.   

Jesus showed His power by ____________ 

the people He ruled over. 

 

2. Xerxes gave the order to give people what they 

wanted.      

Jesus loves you enough to tell you no, 

because He sees the __________ of the 

_______________. 

 

3. Xerxes showed his great wealth and let his subjects 

enjoy it for a little while. 

Jesus is using His great wealth to prepare a 

place for you _____________. 



4. Xerxes wanted to prove that he could lead them to 

greatness, but failed, costing the lives of thousands. 

Jesus said the ___________ would be the 

_________________ in His kingdom, then 

gave His life to save yours and mine. 

 

Where am I putting my hope? 

What are my ambitions? 

Whose will is being done in my life? 

 

 



SESSION 2 
February 17, 2021—Read Esther 2 

“God actually delights in exalting our inability. 

He intentionally puts His people in situations where 

they come face to face with their need for Him.” 

David Platt 

 

We might not _______________ it.   

How could Esther have known that God had her 

on this path to save all of His people? 

“As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are My ways higher than your ways and 

My thoughts than your thoughts.” 
Isaiah 55:9 

It might be _________________.       

The fact that I feel alone doesn’t mean I am alone. 

“Be strong and courageous.  Do not be afraid or 
terrified… for the Lord your God goes with you; 

He will never leave you nor forsake you.” 
Deuteronomy 31:6  

It might be _________________. 

Lives hung in the balance here. Often God calls us 

to things bigger than ourselves. 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of 
power and of love and of a sound mind.” 

2 Timothy 1:7 



You may only see ____________________ 

looming at the end. 

One girl becomes queen, the rest concubines. 

“I know the thoughts that I think towards you, 
says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not 

of evil, to give you an expected end.” 
Jeremiah 29:11 

It will require sacrifice and often be 

______________________. 

Esther spent a whole year preparing and only 

had one shot to get the position she never 

asked for in the first place. 

“He was despised and rejected—a man of 
sorrows, acquainted with grief.” 

Isaiah 53:3 



SESSION 3 
February 24, 2021—Read Esther 3 

Integrity... 

• Does the right thing, even when it’s inconvenient 

(Esther 2:7). 

• Concerns itself with the truth (Esther 2:20-22). 

• Speaks up when needed (Esther 2:22). 

• Gains wisdom (Esther 4:14). 
  

Insecurity... 

• Cannot see the blessings, only sees what is 

lacking (Esther 3:5). 

• Overreacts to make a point (Esther 3:6). 

• Happy to harm others to advance its cause 

(Esther 3:9). 

• Willing to omit parts of the truth to manipulate 

those it needs to (Esther 3:8-9). 

• Breeds confusion and more insecurity 

(Esther 3:15). 

  



How to love your enemies... 

If someone hates me and mistreats me, what is the . 

path to obeying Jesus by loving that person anyway? 

_______________ does two things in our lives: 

 1.  It _______________ the hand of God. 

 2.  It gives us the ____________ of God. 

 

 

Our hurt needs to: 

 1.  Be _________________ by forgiveness. 

 2.  ______________ us to prayer. 

 3.  Be ________________ by love. 

 



SESSION 4 
March 10, 2021—Read Esther 4 

“My heart has no deeper conviction than this, 

that prayer is the most efficient spiritual agency 

in the universe, next to the Holy Spirit.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

 

Fear leading to worry...  

C.S. Lewis—“Worry is believing that God will get it 

wrong.” 

 

Corrie Ten Boom—“Worry does not empty tomorrow 

of its sorrow, it empties today of its strength.”  

 

Paul Mead—“Worry is praying to yourself instead of 

God.”  

 

Prayer leading to results...   

Ralph Waldo Emerson—“Sorrow looks back, worry 
looks around, faith looks up.”   
 
Martin Luther—“To be a Christian without prayer is no 
more possible than to be alive without breathing.”  
 
Adrian Rogers—“The prayer offered to God in the 
morning is the key that unlocks the door of the day.”  



PRINCIPLE 1: God’s will doesn’t _____________ 

 happen on earth.   
 

Jeff Leake—“Our world is not a perfect place, but a painful place.”  
 

“Your kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is 
  in heaven.” Luke 11:2 

PRINCIPLE 2: Our prayers release God’s  

 ___________ into our world. 
 

God can accomplish more in a moment than we can accomplish 

in a lifetime. Prayer moves the hand of God. 
 

“With God nothing shall be impossible.”  Luke 1:37  

 

PRINCIPLE 3: Prayer is the first step in proper  

 _______________ with God’s will. 
 

We ask God to show us where we aren’t in alignment, and 

take the first steps of repentance to realign with His will. 
 

“Let it be to me according to Your word.” Luke 1:38 

 

PRINCIPLE 4: ____________ prayer starts by asking

 God to do what He already desires to do. 
 

“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if  
we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we 
know that He hears us—whatever we ask—we know that we 
have what we asked of Him.” John 5:14-15 NIV 

 

(continued) 



SESSION 4 (continued) 
March 10, 2021 

 
THE MORE I PRAY THE MORE… 
 

1. My _____________ improves.  

• Irritable and angry becomes peaceful and patient 
 

2. My ________________ grow.  

• Peace inside moves to peace outside.  

• I can see people the way God sees them.  

 

3. My _____________ increases. 

• Reading the Scriptures gives me more understanding.  

Prayer is the key that unlocks the Scriptures. 
 

4. My life becomes more ______________.  

• Positive things pop up that didn’t before (perhaps be-

cause  I was too irritable or impatient to notice them). 

 

5. My _______________ decrease. 

• Not wanting to leave God’s presence, temptations lose 

some of their appeal. 
 

6. My ________________ grows. 

• Walking with the Holy Spirit gives a supernatural 

sense of purpose and belonging.  Prayer is the lifeline 

to the Holy Spirit. 
 

7. My ___________ with God grows stronger. 

• It starts in prayer and grows through prayer. 
 



SESSION 5 
March 17, 2021—Read Esther 5 

“Character may be manifested in the big 

  moments, but it’s made in the small ones.” 

Phillips Brooks 

Wisdom is knowledge of what is right or true, 

coupled with just judgment to action. 

How do we get wisdom? 

1. _________ God (Psalm 111:10) 

2. _________ what God says (Proverbs 1:2-6) 

3. _________ what God says (James 1:22) 
 

 

 

Bitterness is anger and resentment resulting 

from a hurt that wasn’t properly dealt with. 

How do we overcome bitterness? 

1. _________ things go (1 Peter 4:8) 

2. _________ to forgive (Ephesians 4:31-32) 

3. _________ in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16) 

 

 



SESSION 6 
March 24, 2021—Read Esther 6-8 

“The special evil of pride is that it opposes the 

first principle of wisdom (the fear of the Lord), 

and the two great commandments.” 

Derek Kidner 

 

James 4:8 

“God resists the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

Pride is a swollen view of one’s self.  An arrogance 

that causes you to rely on your own means, rather 

than to trust in the Lord.  It desires glory that belongs 

to God alone, and as a result is in competition with 

Him, a competition you can never win.   

Psalm 111:10 

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 

 

Haman’s pride led to ______________   

His arrogance and wounded ego led him to want not 

only Mordecai dead, but an entire people group. 

 

 



Haman’s pride led to __________________ 

Pride assumes. Humility asks. 

Pride deserves. Humility defers. 

Pride leads to blindness. Humility to greater vision. 

 

Haman’s pride led to his _______________ 

“Whoever digs a pit will fall into it, and he who rolls 

a stone will have it roll back on him.” Prov. 26:27 

 

 




