


MISSION 

Making More and Better Disciples 

 

CORE VALUES 

KNOW 
Developing relationships with God and people 

 

GROW 
Becoming more like Christ 

 

SERVE 
Demonstrating our Faith 

 

SHARE 
Producing New Followers 

 

 

VISION 

Through the ministry of Greece Assembly, we see people 

knowing Christ, growing in Christ, serving the body of Christ, 

and sharing the Gospel of Christ. 

 

STRATEGY  

Strategy is the “how” of vision. There are several components 

to our strategy, but in this booklet we’ll highlight EQUIP: For a Life 

of Ministry. It is our desire to equip believers to unequivocally know 

who they are in Christ and reach their full potential serving Christ as 

disciple-makers. This booklet shares the purpose, vision, and 

structure of EQUIP at Greece Assembly. 



A couple years back the Holy Spirit began ministering to my heart 
about “equipping the saints” for a life of ministry, as we are living in a 
secularized, media-driven culture that’s controlling the messaging. 

What do Americans believe about God, salvation, ethics, and the 
Bible? Ligonier Ministries and LifeWay Research partnered to find 
out. Every two years they take the theological temperature of the 
United States. This is to help Christians better understand today’s 
culture and to equip the church with a biblical worldview for a life of 
effective ministry. Visit, thestateoftheology.com, for the 2022 results. 

The rising disbelief in the literal truth of the Bible is a cause for great 
concern. This has contributed largely to the increase of unbiblical 
views among American evangelicals on subjects regarding salvation, 
marriage, gender, and sexuality...just to name a few. This indicates  
an influence of secular worldviews that are making greater inroads 
into the church.  

Cross-carrying Christians must continue to obey the Great Commis-
sion by communicating the whole counsel of God in biblical evange-
lism and discipleship. The need is great both inside and outside the 
church, but the Holy Spirit, coupled with the Word of God through 
believers, can “equip” the church to bring truth and light to a de-
ceived and dark world. 

Ephesians 4:11-12 say, “And He [Christ] Himself gave some to be 
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.”  

“Equipping" in the original Greek, is the word katartismon, from 
which we get our English word "artisan"— an artist or craftsman, 
someone who works with his or her hands to make or build things. It 
is a special point of interest that this Greek word first appears in the 
New Testament in connection with the calling of the disciples. As 
Jesus walked along the Sea of Galilee, He saw two pairs of brothers— 
Peter and Andrew, and James and John—sitting in a boat busily 
working. What were they doing? They were mending their nets. The 
word "mending" is the same word translated in Ephesians 4 as 
"equipping." They were equipping their nets by mending them. 
They were fixing their nets, making them stronger, preparing them 
for service, and getting them ready for action! 



The use of this Greek word suggests that the role of sound bible 
teaching within the church is essentially that of mending the saints, 
preparing them for service, getting them ready for action—to “always 
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for 
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (I Peter 3:15).  

Biblical “equipping” requires the Spirit of God and the Word of 
God. Together they fix wrong thinking, make faith strong, and both 
prepare and equip hearts for a life of ministry.  

In her book, Mama Bear Apologetics, Hillary Morgan Ferrer offers a 
somber reality when it comes to Christian teens/twenty-somethings. 
“Most studies indicate between 45%-48% of youth leave the church 
after their freshmen year in college and never return.” 

One of the primary reasons cited for this youth exodus in, Why 
Christian Kids Leave the Faith, by Tom Bisset, is surprisingly simple, 
“They left because they never personally owned their faith.” These 
students never developed a love for God’s Word nor understood 
what life lived in the Spirit truly means or looks like. Then, when 
faced with worldly ideals backed by popular secular ideology, the 
faith of these young people is too weak to stand, so they end up 
caving into the cultural pressures that surround them. Some even 
completely abandoning their faith.  

Impressed on my heart is to equip our church family to be a people 
of prayer, a people of the Word, and a people of the Spirit. Our 
goal is to “equip” young and old alike to know Christ, grow in Christ, 
serve Christ, and share Christ. Our prayer is to help you develop a 
strong faith and understand the culture through the lens of your 
personal faith in Christ. Our hope is to equip you to discern the lies 
that the culture is communicating about creation, family, sexuality, 
gender, marriage, morality, human nature, and more.  

Many evangelical Christians, especially young people, are being 
indoctrinated in the Woke Agenda and Cancel Culture movements. 
Educational institutions are not just educating, but indoctrinating 
our children.  

“For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching 
but having itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers 
to suit their own passions and will turn away from listening to the 
truth and wander off into myths” (2 Timothy 4:3-4 ESV). 



“If the foundations are destroyed, what can the righteous do?” (Psalm 
11:3) In this psalm David is not referring to structures. No house or 
building is on his mind, but instead we are on his mind. This psalm is 
about life. The righteous life stands on a firm foundation of Truth. 
Now, should the foundation of a life be destroyed, that life crumbles. 

Solid Bible doctrine is our foundation. What we believe is that which 
produces faith. “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the 
word of Christ” (Romans 10:17). So, what can the righteous do? By 
the Spirit of God and by the Word of God, we can stand firm on the 
infallible, never-changing, enduring foundation of Truth.  

Through our FIRSTWEDNESDAY church family prayer services, and 
the launching of EQUIP: For a Life of Ministry, it is my prayer that the 
saints here at Greece Assembly, young and old alike, will be 
equipped theologically, with a right understanding of what God says, 
and practically, with a right application of what God says. Both are 
essential in being equipped for a life of ministry.  

It is an honor to serve as your pastor.  

“Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present 
you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to 
God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and forever. Amen” (Jude 24-25) 

 
Much love and care, 

Pastor Pat 



“And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.”  

Ephesians 4:11-12 
 

In the Church, Jesus established and distributed teaching gifts to 
individuals for the purpose of (1) equipping and (2) edifying the 
saints (church) — to know Christ; to grow in Christ; to serve the 
Body of Christ; to share the Gospel of Christ.  

Our goal for EQUIP is clearly communicated in Ephesians 4:13-16, 
“till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, 
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who 
is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective 
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the 
body for the edifying of itself in love.” 

First Timothy 4:16 says, “Watch your life and doctrine closely.” We 
are to be careful about what we believe and present as truth.  

Doctrine is the worldview by which we govern our lives. If our 
doctrine is based soundly upon Scripture, we can know we are 
walking in the path God designed for us. Sound Biblical doctrine 



helps us to understand:  the will of God for our lives, the nature 
and character of God, the path of salvation is through faith in 
Christ alone, instruction for the Church that Jesus is building, and 
God’s standard of holiness for our lives. 

Second Timothy 3:16-17 say, “All Scripture is given by inspiration 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be com-
plete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

 Doctrine: What is right. 
 Reproof: What is not right. 
 Correction: How to get right. 
 Instruction: How to stay right. 

Second Timothy 2:15 says, “Be diligent to present yourself ap-
proved by God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, right-
ly dividing the word of truth.” 

EQUIP is committed to communicating the truths of Scripture in a 
biblical accurate, clear, and practical way. We desire to EQUIP 
young and old alike, to unequivocally know who they are in Christ 
and reach their full potential serving Christ in their everyday life. 

First Peter 3:15 says, “But sanctify the LORD God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear.” Paul 
instructs Timothy, “speaking the truth in love” (Ephesians 4:15).  

The purpose of being equipped “to give a defense” is not to be 
able to win an argument, but instead, to win a soul to Christ! It is 
not to prove someone wrong, but to point them to the ONE who 
is right — our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  

Through EQUIP it is also our goal to provide you practical tips on 
how to engage others in challenging conversations. The fruit of 
the Spirit is of utmost importance.  

Our Core Values at Greece Assembly are: Know Christ; Grow in 
Christ; Serve the Body of Christ; Share the Gospel of Christ. While 

Gospel Project emphasizes the core values of Know and Grow, 
Equip emphasizes the core values of Serve and Share.  

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN GOSPEL PROJECT & EQUIP? 
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EQUIP TOPICS 



Never in my lifetime has our nation been so divided. Red and blue maps 
seem to signify more than voting patterns, but instead, expectations on 
worldviews and beliefs we’re expected to hold. Beliefs that spread farther 
and farther apart on the spectrum. Lost in the gap are real conversations, 
seemingly replaced by talking heads and twitter feuds. 

When was the last time you had an honest, heartfelt, kind conversation 
with someone about topics like gender, sexuality, mental illness, abortion, 
or politics? As Christians, do we know what we believe? Do we know why 
we believe it? Do we know how to talk with people who believe differently 
than us? And how to do so in a way that represents Christ and opens the 
door for further conversation? 

In our new series, Challenging Conversations, we will do just that. We will 
look at these uncomfortable topics with the goal of better understanding 
what we believe, why we believe it, and how to have a civil conversation 
about it — remembering the goal is never to win an argument, but to win a 
soul for Christ. 

EQUIP CLASSES 

REFUGE STUDENTS:  DEFINED 
Patrick, Grace, and some Refuge leaders will launch Equip for our teens with 
a teaching series on our identity in Christ. It’s crucial for students to know who 
they are in Christ, find their worth in Him, and make their faith their own 
personal faith. This series lays the foundation for equipping them for a life of 
ministry, helping them “be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 
[them] a reason for the hope that is in [them], with meekness and fear.” 

"Who am I?" is a question that students are being challenged to answer. The 
confusion is growing. To answer this question we must first ask, "Who does 
God say I am?" Beginning in Genesis, the Bible tells us that we are made in 
God’s image, but that image has become distorted by sin. Our students are 
bombarded with unbiblical messaging through social media and academia. 
The only way to restore what’s been broken is by understanding, knowing, 
and embracing God’s Truth—through a personal relationship with Jesus.  

We will be using teaching material from LifeWay, entitled, Defined: Who God 
Says You Are. For this series we’ll have a teen guy’s class and teen girl’s class, 
as we dive deep into God’s truth, countering the culture’s lies about who they 
are. Through God’s Word the teachings will help students learn their identity 
is directly tied to their relationship with Christ. Understanding and embracing 
this truth will positively affect how they think about themselves, speak and 
relate in love to those around them, and handle temptation and criticism.  

ADULTS: CHALLENGING CONVERSATIONS 



Pastor Pat and Tina, along with Pastor Dan and Cathy, will spend 
one year with our 6th grade students — laying a strong foundation of 
truth as these students prepare for their passage into middle school.  
 

Biblical Worldview 
− Builds a framework for living biblically in every area of life 

Apologetics 
− Teaches 6th graders how to defend their faith 

Real-Life Application 
− Applies what kids are learning to today’s world 

Engaging Activities 
− Games, Videos, and projects that bring the Bible to life 

Critical Thinking Questions 
− Questions that connect a student’s mind and faith 

 

In the summer of 2023, the 6th grade students and their parents will 
be provided the opportunity to go on a field trip to the Creation 
Museum and Noah’s Ark. More details coming! 

6TH GRADE:  FORGED 

AGES 0 - 5TH GRADE:  TEAMK.I.D. 
Our kids, nursery through 5th grade, will be a part of TeamKID. 
“Kid” stands for Kids in Discipleship! Classes will be as follows: 
 

− Nursery (Ages 0-3) 

− Preschool & Kindergarten 

− Girls’ Ministry: 1st & 2nd grade; 3rd-5th grade 

− Boys’ Ministry*: 1st & 2nd grade; 3rd-5th grade (*Royal Rangers Format) 
 

It is our desire to teach our kids how to build a solid foundation on 
the Word of God, as they learn who they are in Christ and how to 
live out their faith through the power of the Holy Spirit. All of our 
TeamKID classes will build on each other over the course of their 
experience. They will learn foundational, applicable life-lessons in 
accordance with their age and level of Biblical learning at that stage. 
The 10 main areas of Biblical learning will include:  God, Jesus 
Christ, the Holy Spirit, the Bible, Salvation, Creation, the Church, 
People, Family, and the Community and World. 
 

There will be practical opportunities for them to learn what it means 
to love one another, serve the body of Christ, and live out the Great 
Commission. 



SCHEDULE: 
6:00 PM — Dinner (pizza, chicken fingers & salad served in the gym) 
6:45 PM — Transition to classrooms 
7:00 PM — Equip Sessions Begin 
8:00 PM — Equip Sessions Conclude 

 
CLASS LOCATIONS: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT FORMAT 

Adults: Sanctuary 

Refuge Students: Room 201 (Girls, 7th-12th Grade) 
Room 106 (Guys, 7th-12th Grade) 
*Some series we may divide Middle School/High School instead  

6th Graders: Room 217 

Girls’ Ministry: Room 102 (3rd-5th Grade) 
Room 101 (1st-2nd Grade) 

Boys’ Ministry: 
(Royal Rangers)  

Room 104 (3rd-5th Grade) 
Room 105 (1st-2nd Grade) 

Pre-K & K: Room 219 (ages 4 - Kindergarten) 

Nursery: Room 218 (ages 0-3) 

LAUNCH DATE:  

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
 

"PUT ON the full ARMOR OF GOD, so that you will be able to 
STAND FIRM against the schemes of the devil." 

Ephesians 6:11 

 
"Be STEADFAST, IMMOVABLE, always ABOUNDING 

in the WORK of the Lord." 
I Corinthians 15:58 

The west foyer will be housing the new EQUIP bookstore. Renovations 
are beginning soon with the goal of opening in December. This will 
feature several books to help EQUIP you for a life of ministry.  

COMING SOON!!! THE EQUIP BOOKSTORE 




