


Making More and Better Disciples 
 

KNOW 

Developing relationships with God and people 

GROW 

Becoming more like Christ 

SERVE 

Demonstrating our faith 

SHARE 

Producing new followers 

 

Through the ministry of Greece Assembly, 

we see people knowing Christ, growing in 

Christ, serving the body of Christ, and 

sharing the Gospel of Christ. 
 

Strategy is the “how” of vision. There are several 

components to our strategy, but in this booklet we’ll 

highlight our December ministry and CHRISTmas.  



As we celebrate the wonder and beauty of Christmas, the birth of baby 
Jesus to the virgin Mary, who was born in Bethlehem, I’m reminded of 
God’s redeeming love. Out of His love for human beings, God becomes 
a human being. Does it occur to us that what we are really celebrating 
during Christmas is the Incarnation? All other miracles point directly 
to this central miracle: God became man. Yet, even in becoming man 
through the Holy Spirit induced conception, Jesus of Nazareth, the 
Word of God did not cease to be God. Baby Jesus, from the moment of 
conception to the straw-filled water trough of the manger, was fully 
God and fully man. “For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodi-

ly” (Colossians 2:9). That’s what Christmas is all about. 

 
Baby Jesus—wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in an animal 
trough—is God. When we try to wrap our minds around the idea of 
Jesus being one-hundred percent God and, simultaneously, one-
hundred percent man, we naturally feel overwhelmed. The doctrine of 
the Incarnation is mind-boggling and impossible to understand with 
our natural minds, and that’s okay. Yet, it is biblically accurate and 
necessary for redemption. In the end, the Incarnation is for worship, 
not analysis.  
 
This Christmas, let’s marvel in our worship. The Incarnation presents 
to us the fullness of God in the fullness of man, because it proclaims to 
us the glorious gospel—the fullness of God FOR the fullness of man. 
“For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him” (2 Corinthians 5:21).  

 
The Child in the cradle became King on the cross. Because of the Incar-
nation, we have a Savior in heaven: “For there is born to you this day in the 

city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11).  

 
In Awe of Him, 
Pastor Pat 



This year’s Christmas sermon series is entitled “The TRUE Spirit 
of Christmas.” It is our prayer that through this series you will be 
uplifted from the mundane to the miraculous, from a pandemic to 
praise, and from restlessness to rejoicing. Our focus is too easily 
placed on the sad results of human sin. The evening news is filled 
with stories of the pandemic, selfishness, mayhem, and divisive 
political discourse. 

Things were no different on that night in Bethlehem, when angels 
visited the shepherds. The nation of Israel was occupied by Roman 
soldiers. A godless king sat upon the throne in Jerusalem. Tax 
collectors defrauded the people of their hard-earned and much-
needed incomes. Disease and demon-possession were everywhere. 
Hypocritical religious leaders had control of the worship. Things 
were very bleak indeed for the citizens of Israel. On the night the 
angels appeared in the sky. that first Christmas, people were living 
in very dark and difficult times—just like we are living in today. 

While in the fields tending to their sheep, the shepherds’ heads were 
suddenly uplifted from the dismal circumstances they endured to 
the miraculous—seeing and hearing the heavenly announcement of 
the birth of the King, the Savior of the world. They were abruptly 
transformed from the common to the uncommon. Their focus 
changed from natural to supernatural, from secular to spiritual, 
from worldly to worship. 

The shepherds came to the manger and worshipped the Lord. The 
True Spirit of Christmas, the Holy Spirit, works in us to respond 
to the invitation, “O come, let us adore Him.” The True Spirit 
of Christmas, the Holy Spirit, leads us like the shepherds—to bend 
our knees and find quiet time to reflect on how much love God has 
bestowed upon us. The True Spirit of Christmas, the Holy Spirit, 
reminds us of this reassuring and comforting truth: “Immanuel – 
God with us.” 

Christmas Sermon Series  |  Sundays @ 10:30 AM 

December 5, 12, 19, 26 



Here are some special Christmas highlights for December. 

Pastor Pat will deliver a powerful message of hope, and we 

will have a kids’ and a youth choir! Following service, a reception 

with specialty Christmas cookies will be in the gym. Kids ages 

kindergarten and older will be in the main sanctuary for service. 

We also have a special Christmas gift for everyone.  

Christmas Celebration | Sunday, Dec. 19 @ 10:30 AM 

Every year we tell the story and celebrate the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus. But why did things happen the way they did?  Why born of 
a virgin? Why Bethlehem? Why angels, shepherds and wisemen? 

This month in Equip we dive into the question, “Why the Nativity?” 

Wednesdays Online  |  December 8 & 15 



We have the beautiful opportunity to bring the joy of Christmas into 
the homes of our Greece police officers and their families. We have two 
ways you can get involved:  sponsor a Christmas gift bag for $15, 
and/or commit to praying for an officer by name for the next year! 
Starting Sunday, December 5, out giving trees with officer’s names 
and gift bag sponsor envelopes will be in the foyers. 
 

For more info, visit greeceassembly.org/joyofgiving. You can make a 
donation online via the MyWell giving app. 

Joy of  Giving 2021:  Adopt-A-Police-Office 

Join us on Friday, December 24, at 5 PM, for our special candlelight 
Christmas Eve service. This will be in-person in our sanctuary, and 
childcare will be available for ages 0-5. The service will also be 
livestreamed via Facebook and greeceassembly.org/livestream. 

Christmas Eve Service—Friday, December 24 @ 5 PM 

Please Note: Sunday, December 26, there will be no Gospel Project 
classes. During our 10:30 AM worship service, kids ages kindergarten 
and up will be in the sanctuary for a family Christmas service. There 
will be classes for nursery through preschool. 



 
 

Introduction 
 

The word “Advent” is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning 
“coming.” It symbolizes the present situation of the church in these “last 
days” (Acts 2:17, Heb. 1:2), as God’s people wait for the return of Christ 
in glory to consummate His eternal kingdom. The church is in a similar 
situation to Israel at the end of the Old Testament—in exile, waiting and 
hoping in prayerful expectation for the coming of the Messiah. Israel 
looked back to God’s gracious actions on their behalf when He lead them 
out of Egypt, and on this basis, were calling for God to act once again. 
In the same way, during Advent, the church looks back upon Christ’s first 
coming in celebration, while at the same time looking forward in eager 
anticipation to the second coming of Christ—when He returns for His 
Church. In this light, the Advent hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
perfectly represents the church’s cry during the Advent season:  
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appears. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

While Israel would have sung this song in expectation of Christ’s first 
coming, the church sings this song in commemoration of the first coming, 
but also in expectation of the second coming. Our exile in the present 
makes us look forward to our future Exodus. This world is not our home. 
There is a better tomorrow coming. “Therefore, with minds that are alert 
and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus Christ 
is revealed at His coming” (I Peter 1:13).  
 

There are four devotionals written in this booklet—one for each 
week in December leading up to Christmas. You and your family are 
encouraged to read each devotional together, discuss them with one 
another, and pray together. Pray for one another. Pray for the 
church. Pray for the lost. Pray and ask God how you can shine His 
light this Christmas season—spreading hope, peace, joy and love. 



 
Week of  December 1st 

 
“Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, 

for He who promised is faithful.” Hebrews 10:23 

 
Christians can often confuse the word hope with wishful thinking. 
We can hope for something to happen, but the truth is, we have no 
control over whether or not it will take place. For instance, “I hope 
it will snow on Christmas Day.” That is not the biblical use of 
hope. 
 

Biblical hope is very different. Hebrews 11:1 says, "Now faith is the 
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen." 
The Christian's hope is grounded in the belief that there is more to 
life than what we can wish for in this world. The Christian’s hope 
is based on the resurrection of Jesus Christ and in God's promise to 
resurrect all who believe in Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:19–23). It is the 
hope of forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:13–14). It is the hope of a 
heavenly home (Hebrews 11:16). It is the hope of a glorified body 
(Philippians 3:20–21; 2 Thessalonians 1:10) and new earth (2 Peter 
3:13). Most importantly, it is the hope to live in the very presence 
of God Himself for all eternity (Revelation 21:2–4)—eternal life 
and joy in the presence of God (Psalm 16:11). This is the hope of all 
true believers.  
 

This Christian hope is not wishful thinking. We have been given 
promises by God Himself that Jesus Christ, whom He raised from 
the dead, will come again. We have been promised by God Himself 
that when Jesus returns, we who believe will be transformed into 
the perfect image and likeness of His Son (2 Corinthians 3:18; 
1 John 3:2–3). We have been promised that we who believe will 
be forgiven of our sins because of the death of Christ, and we will 
inherit eternal life because of the righteousness and resurrection of 
Christ (2 Corinthians 1:20; Titus 1:2).  



 
 
The resurrection is no myth. It was a historical event witnessed by 
hundreds of people. Jesus Christ rose from the dead and appeared to 
His disciples and at least 500 other people (1 Corinthians 15:3–8). 
After forty days, Jesus ascended to heaven where He reigns at 
God's right hand (Acts 1:3; Ephesians 1:20). He will come again 
to judge the living and the dead (Acts 10:42). In this we hope, 
and we have good reason to hope. God said it will be, and God 
accomplishes everything He says (Hebrews 10:23; 1 Cor. 1:9). He 
has done so throughout history and will continue to do so in the 
future. 
 

During this season of Advent, it is good to be reminded of these 
words written by the apostle Paul, “Now hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us” (Romans 5:5).  
 
 
Thoughts & Discussion: 
What are things you “hope” for on a regular basis? 

Are the things you “hope” for more so wishful thinking? 

Why is it important to have Biblical hope? 

How does Biblical hope impact our daily life? 

Does Biblical hope impact how we face adversity? 

 

 

Prayer Focus: 
During this season of Advent, ask the Lord to fill our hearts and 
minds with the hope of our Savior. May God’s promises strengthen 
us and may His hope shine through us to those around us. 



 
Week of  December 5th  

 
“Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace at all times 
in every way. The Lord be with you all.” 2 Thessalonians 3:16 

 
One of the hallmarks of the Christmas story is Luke 2:14, when the 
angels appear to the shepherds proclaiming, “Peace on earth.” Today, 
as we listen to the evening news, we wonder if peace is possible. 
 

Jesus brought peace in the most unexpected way when He arrived. 
The Jews, particularly the zealots, wanted a rebellion. They wanted 
their Savior to overturn the oppressive rule of the Romans and bring 
about peace in a violent way. Jesus had something else in mind—the 
Cross. Christmas begins what Easter celebrates. 
 

 “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government 
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:6-7). 
Isaiah wrote this passage centuries before Jesus walked the earth. He 
was waiting expectantly for a king for Israel that would fulfill this 
image and restore the people of God to a place of security within the 
world. A king that would remove the hand of oppression, that would 
rule in peace and be a source of great joy. 
 

Isaiah tells us of a promise that will be fulfilled. Though he expects 
to see the promise fulfilled in his lifetime, he is left waiting and 
faithfully pointing toward the truth. This is the same promise that 
we are waiting for as we move toward celebrating the birth of the 
Christ child. We stand on the other side of the nativity and the other 
side of the cross and the empty tomb, yet we still long for peace for 
the world. Jesus is the Prince of Peace.  
 

“Peace” in this passage from Isaiah is shalom in Hebrew. You can 
translate it to peace, but also as “completeness” or “welfare.”  



 
When I think of completeness and welfare, I think of the garden of 
Eden in Genesis 1 & 2. I think of Adam and Eve walking with God 
in the cool of the day. I think of them naming and enjoying all the 
newly created animals. I think of them existing with one another 
without shame. By Genesis 3 we learn this communion is broken. 
Adam and Eve make a choice to disobey God, and the peace of their 
world in the garden is no more. Even so, God does not abandon the 
people He so carefully created in His image. 
 

The story of Scripture is the story of God reaching out to the people 
He created and loves. In the Old Testament this happened through 
God’s chosen people. It happened through God’s law, which was 
meant to be obeyed for the people’s own good. It happened through 
prophets, like Isaiah, grieved by the state of their communities. 
Being led by God, they would call the people back to their loving 
Creator, yet most wouldn’t listen. They would not receive the truth 
and repent. They would repeatedly turn away from God, much like 
the first people in the garden did. 
 

Even so, history moves along until just the right time: the time 
when God would come to earth as a man. The Christ child born was 
born to die, to bring us peace. “For God was pleased to have all His 
fullness dwell in Him [Christ], and through Him to reconcile to Himself 
all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of His 
cross” (Colossians 1:19-20). The time will come when Jesus returns to 
restore peace, completeness and welfare, for all. “Of the increase of His 
government and peace there will be no end” (Isaiah 9:7).  
 

Until then we wait. How we wait is important. “We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making His appeal through 
us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the 
righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:20-21). While we wait we are ministers 
of God’s peace, called to share the Good News of Jesus Christ.  

 
Thoughts & Discussion: 
Jesus is the Prince of Peace—do you live in the victory of His peace? 
 

Prayer Focus: 
During this season of Advent, ask the Lord for boldness and courage 
to share the true meaning of Christmas with family and friends. 



 
Week of  December 12th  

 
Rejoice in the Lord always. Again, I will say, rejoice! 

Philippians 4:4 

 
At the end of the apostle Peter’s life as he wrote his second letter,  
twice he told his readers why he was writing to them. In the first 
chapter he said, “I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent [body], to 
stir you up by reminding you,” (2 Peter 1:13). Then, in the last chapter, 
he said again: “I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder” 
(2 Peter 3:1). His aim was to first remind them, and then by 
reminding them, stir them up. That’s what these Advent devotional 
readings are for—reminders and stirrings. The Greek word for “stir 
up” is used most often for waking someone from sleep. For example, 
that is how it is used in Mark 4:39: “[Jesus] awoke and rebuked the 
wind.” Peter assumes that his Christian readers need to be wakened.  
 

Do you feel the magnitude of the joy God intends for Christmas to 
bring? “Behold, I bring you Good News of great joy” (Luke 2:10). Not 
small joy. Not modest joy. Great joy. If we don’t feel this when we 
ponder the incarnation of the Son of God, we just might need to be 
woken up. We need to be “stirred up.” 
 

The joy Jesus was bringing into the world was like no other kind in 
history. Once we have it, it cannot be destroyed. Jesus said, “No one 
will take your joy from you” (John 16:22). The joy that Jesus came to 
bring is from outside of this world. 
 

Biblical joy is different than what most people think of as joy. It is 
not just a happy emotion that we either feel or don’t feel. Joy is a 
state of being that finds its source in God. The Bible is clear that joy 
comes from God (Nehemiah 8:9-10). Our joy is a product of what 
God has done and continues to do. It is gladness and contentedness 
flowing out of God’s faithfulness and mercy, quite independent of 
our circumstances.  



 
Isaiah declares, “Sing for joy, O heavens! Rejoice, O earth! Burst into 
song, O mountains! For the Lord has comforted His people and will have 
compassion on them in their suffering” (Isaiah 49:13).  
 

Today, our joy is anchored in the knowledge that God fulfilled His 
promise, “For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). It is important to remember that 
the joy we have in Christ is not seasonal or situational. Like the joy 
of the ancient Israelites, our joy is a response to what God has 
already done in Christ, and what God continues to do through 
Christ and the Holy Spirit working within us.  
 

“Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. Rejoice with 
those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn” (Romans 12:12, 15). 
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in 
Him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 
Spirit” (Romans 15 :13).    
 
 
Thoughts & Discussion: 
When you think of the phrase, “Christmas is coming,” what sort of 
emotion does it stir up? Panic? Stress? Sadness?  

Do we need to be reminded and stirred up this Advent season that 
Jesus has come and He’s coming again?  

Are we full of joy? Do we show our joy to the world? 

 

 

Prayer Focus: 
During this season of Advent, ask the Lord to awake your soul, to 
stir up His joy within you that you may show your joy to the world. 
Praise God that Jesus has come and He’s coming again.  
 
 



 
Week of  December 19th  

 
“This is love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 

His Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.” 1 John 4:10 

 
The culmination of the Christmas story is the response to the 
waiting of advent…Christ born unto us, the incarnation of God’s 
LOVE.  Emmanuel: God is with us. God came to us and took on 
human form to dwell among us. The fullness of God’s LOVE could 
not be expressed at a distance. Behold Christ in human form, as a 
babe. Experience God’s LOVE, reflected in the eyes of a baby, that 
our identity as a human is wrapped up in Him. He has revealed 
Himself in our form. He came down to us. God is with us. HIS 
LOVE IS HIS PRESENCE—With us, in us, and among us. “The 
Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14).  
 

May there be an awakening in our spirit of the incredible love of 
God that is announced through advent—this revelation of “God 
with us.” The incomprehensible LOVE that would lead the God of 
the universe to bring the Divine down and enter our humanity. The 
LOVE that defines our identity. We are the beloved. He has come. 
God is with us. This is the story of Christmas. 
 

The God who walked with us in the Garden before the Fall, is the 
same God who came after His people in the pillar of cloud and of fire 
because He could not bear to let His people wander alone. He is the 
child born. He is LOVE up close and personal. Zephaniah 3:17 says, 
“The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will 
rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will 
rejoice over you with singing.” 
 

Advent is not just about waiting for Jesus to arrive. Advent is a time 
to truly reflect on the entire story of God’s love, grace, and mercy 
through the gift of Jesus. And that reflection elicits a response. 



“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life”  (John 3:16).  
 

When we reflect on God’s incredible love, Emmanuel, God with us, 
and the gift of eternal life, it should bring with it a response of love. 
Advent draws us to experience God’s love on a personal level, and  
allows us to express our love for God by loving others with the 
love that Christ gave us.  
 

LOVE casts out fear. This is not a lack of fear that would make us 
respond with recklessness, but instead, a response that empowers 
us to love others. Love casts out self-centered fears: self-interest, 
self-protection, self-obsession. It enables us to put other people’s 
interests before our own. It enables us to live like Christ, full of 
love.  

 
 
Thoughts & Discussion: 
Why is it important to reflect on Emmanuel, God with us? 

How does “perfect love” cast out self-centered fears in our life? 

What ways can we share this love this Advent season? 

 
 
Prayer Focus: 
During this season of Advent, praise God for Emmanuel, God with 
us, and for His incredible love. Ask God to help empower you to 
love others with the sacrificial love of Christ, and that through 
those acts of love, you would share the Gospel, the Good News of 
Jesus Christ, to the world around you. 



PHONE │585.225.3880        WEBSITE │ greeceassembly.org 

We invite you to join the entire pastoral staff for the week of prayer 

starting Sunday, January 2 through Saturday, January 8. 

Our theme is, “Living on Mission.”  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; 
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 

Matthew 28:19-20 
 

Let’s come together in prayer as we start the new year! 

Sunday, Jan. 2 @ 10:30 AM  

Monday, Jan. 3 @ 6:30 PM  

Tuesday, Jan. 4 @ 6:30 PM  

FIRSTWEDNESDAY, Jan. 5 @ 7 PM  

Thursday, Jan. 6 @ 11 AM  

Friday, Jan. 7 @ 11 AM 

Saturday, Jan. 8 @ 10 AM  


