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The First Coming of Christ 
 

Every Christmas, families around the world read the story of 
Christ’s birth found in the Gospel of Luke. It’s a great 
tradition, but it’s also important that we help our children 
understand the backstory to the events in Luke 2. The full 
Christmas story begins thousands of years earlier in the 
Garden of Eden with the temptation and fall of Adam and 
Eve. The great proclamation, “The Word became flesh and 
made His dwelling among us” (John 1:14), assures us that God 
entered human history through the incarnation of the Son. 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to earth to die. And when 
we help our children understand the true reason behind the 
season, Christmas becomes all the more meaningful. 

As we celebrate the true purpose of the Christmas season, we 
hear the prophecies of the Messiah’s first coming while we 
eagerly await His second coming. Our sense of anticipation is 
heightened as we look for the day when the lion will lie down 
with the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will 
be wiped away. Christmas highlights for us the larger story of 
God’s redemptive plan. 

This Christmas devotional, “CHRISTMAS: The First Coming 
of Christ,” has 25 devotionals for the entire family to read 
together—December 1

st
 through December 25

th
. Each day 

there will be an Old Testament prophesy that focuses on the 
first coming of Christ and His earthly ministry; then there will 
be a New Testament passage that reveals how Jesus is the 
fulfillment of that specific prophecy.  

It is my prayer during this Christmas season that as you and 
your family read these Old Testament prophecies and their 
New Testament fulfillments, that your faith will be spiritually 
enriched. It is my hope that the true reason for the season will 
come alive in us like never before.  

 

Merry CHRISTmas with much love, 

Pastor Pat 
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December 1 

God’s call and covenant with Abram demonstrated His commitment and 
initiative to the promise of Genesis 3. Where Adam and Eve experienced 
the loss of Eden, God promised Abram the land of Canaan as an 
“everlasting possession” (Gen. 17:8), an abundant land “flowing with milk 
and honey.” (Deut. 31:20) Moreover, instead of curses, Abram received 
God’s blessing, “I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will 
be a blessing.” (Gen. 12:2) And do not miss the universal scope of God’s 
intention. This covenant was not just for Abram and his descendants; 
instead, “all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Gen. 12:3) 

Most important, the covenant with Abram reaffirmed God’s commitment to 
the promise of “offspring” in Genesis 3:15. God told Abram that he would 
be a “great nation” (Gen. 12:2), “very fruitful” (Gen. 17:6), and to Abram’s 
“offspring I will give this land.” (Gen. 12:7) The crux of the promise is 
summed up in the name change, “Your name will be Abraham, for I have 
made you a father of many nations.” (Gen. 17:5) 

At the heart of the Abrahamic covenant was God’s original intention for 
relationship with His creation—“to be your God and the God of your 
descendants after you.” (Gen. 17:7) Abraham would have to wait decades 
to see the beginning of God’s promise of offspring, and it took millennia 
until the ultimate “offspring” arrived in the person of Christ. (Gal. 3:16) 
Nevertheless, God always remains true to His Word. The history from 
Abram to Christ makes that clear. 

“I will bless those who bless 
you, and I will curse him who 
curses you; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”  

Genesis 12:3 

“You are sons of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, 
saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.’ To you 
first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, 
sent Him to bless you, in turning away every 
one of you from your iniquities.” Acts 3:25-26 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ LINEAGE 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

God desires to bless us and be in relationship with us, even when the 
confusions and detours of life raise doubts. Who in your life needs to 
be encouraged about God’s faithfulness to His Word and to us? Seek 
that person out and offer a reminder that the first coming of Christ 
demonstrates God’s deep love and commitment to each of us. 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 2 

One of Jesus’ most famous ancestors was the second king of Israel, David. 
In many ways David was an ideal king: wise, humble and a good leader. 
But then he messed up [sinned] in a big way.  

David’s failure demonstrates that no human king could possibly be a 
perfect king. But, at the same time, during David’s reign, God tells the 
prophet Samuel to tell David, “When your days are over and you rest with 
your ancestors, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, your own 
flesh and blood, and I will establish His kingdom. He is the one who will 
build a house for My Name, and I will establish the throne of His kingdom 
forever.” (2 Samuel 7:12-13) 

David was an imperfect king, but a perfect, eternal King was coming 
through his lineage. 

During this Christmas season we remember God’s promise, not just to 
bless David or David’s son, Solomon, but to send a King through David’s 
line, through Solomon’s line, who would reign forever. David had such 
grand plans—he wanted to build God a permanent home (the temple). But 
God had even grander plans for David. God responds to David with the 
most important promise in the entire Old Testament—God promised to 
establish an eternal throne through his line. This was the only promise of 
its kind to a king in Israel. All throughout the Old Testament, we see this 
promise of a royal line and God’s provision for His people through a 
coming King. The Christmas season reminds us that Jesus is that King! His 
kingdom will last forever! 

In this world: kingdoms come; kingdoms fall. Presidents come; presidents 
go. Leaders come; leaders go. Kings come; kings go. Yet one King remains. 
One King reigns over all history. His name is Jesus. He reigns forever as 
the Sovereign King of kings and Lord of lords. His kingdom has no end. 
Take comfort—King Jesus is reigning on His throne and is in control! 

“When your days are fulfilled and you 
rest with your fathers, I will set up your 
seed after you, who will come from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. He 
shall build a house for My name, and I 
will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever.” 2 Samuel 7:12-13 

“The book of the genealogy of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of David, 
the Son of Abraham.”                                                                                                                            

Matthew 1:1 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ LINEAGE (PART 2) 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

This Christmas season let us bow down before Christ as our King and 
worship Him. He is the King of kings and Lord of lords, whose throne has 
been established in our hearts for all eternity. 

 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 3 

Isaiah 7:14 is one of the most famous Old Testament prophecies 
pertaining to Jesus’ birth. Isaiah tells us that this is a sign of how the 
Messiah will enter the world—a true miracle, a miraculous birth, a baby 
born to a virgin, and that He would be called, Immanuel, God with us!  

How is this even possible? In Luke 1:35 the angel Gabriel tells Mary 
that the Holy Spirit will come upon her, and the power of the Highest, 
which is the Holy Spirit, will overshadow her, and the child would be 
called the Son of God. All these things came to pass, and the child was 
miraculously conceived.  

While Jesus is never specifically called Immanuel in the New Testament, 
He does call Himself the Son of God. It is important to know that in 
the Jewish culture of the day, to be called “Son of” meant you were 
to be considered equal with your father—the same as your father. 
This is why it was such a big deal for Jesus to call Himself the Son of 
God. John 5:18 says, “Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill 
Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was 
His Father, making Himself equal with God.” By Jesus saying He is the 
Son of God, He was also saying He is God (Philippians 2:6)—bringing 
Isaiah’s prophecy full circle:  Immanuel, God with us. 

This is what sets Jesus apart, He is “the Holy One.” The word holy in the 
Greek is hágios (hag’-ee-os), which means: “worthy of reverence in 
connection to God, a person whose services God employs, to be set 
apart for God, a sacrifice or offering for God, pure and sinless.” Doesn’t 
this perfectly describe Jesus?  

 

“Therefore, the Lord Himself will 
give you a sign: Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a 
Son, and shall call His name 
Immanuel.”  
 
Isaiah 7:14 

“And the angel answered and said to her, 
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 
the power of the Highest will overshadow 
you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is 
to be born will be called the Son of God.’”  
 
Luke 1:35 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ VIRGIN BIRTH 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  
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As Christians we should take great comfort in knowing that the One who 
spoke everything into existence (Genesis 1) and formed us in our 
mother’s womb (Jeremiah 1) also loved us enough to leave His heavenly 
throne to be with us. His plan from the very beginning was to be with us. 
We see this in Genesis when God walked the garden with Adam but then, 
because of sin, was no longer able to. God is too holy to be near sin, so 
Jesus’ first coming was to make a means for us to be with God once 
again. 

Immanuel, God with us. How do you feel when you read these specific 
words in relation to who Jesus is? Replace the “us” with “me”. God with 
me. God is with you in heartache. God is with you in the storms of life. 
God is with you in the anxiety, in the joy, in the temptations, in every 
aspect of life.  

God is with us! He is here to comfort, to heal, to bless, to bring peace 
and beyond. The Christmas season can bring about many emotions and 
feelings, especially this year. No matter how you are feeling, know that 
Jesus is Immanuel—God with you—and is with you through it all.  

Lord, I praise you for… 

December 3 
(continued) 
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December 4 

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, 
though, you are little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet 
out of you shall come forth to 
Me the One to be Ruler in 
Israel, whose goings forth are 
from of old, from everlasting.” 
 

Micah 5:2 

And when he had gathered all the chief priests 
and scribes of the people together, he inquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. So 
they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for 
thus it is written by the prophet: ‘But you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are not the 
least among the rulers of Judah; for out of 
you shall come a Ruler who will shepherd My 
people Israel.’” Matthew 2:4-6 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ BIRTH AT BETHLEHEM 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

Speaking through the prophet Micah, God reveals His plan to unveil the 
birthplace of the One that so many had anticipated. The birthplace was to 
be none other than the “little town of Bethlehem.” Why did God choose 
the “least” among others? This seems to be a characteristic of our amazing 
God: choosing that which confounds the wise (1 Cor 1:27). Consider who 
was anointed king among Jesse’s fine young men—none other than David, 
the youngest (1 Sam 16:11). There is something about God in the way 
that His heart is tender toward the “least” (Matt 25:45). 

When we think of royalty, we may expect that future kings and queens 
must come from respected cities and regions. Not so for King Jesus. He 
was to be born in the humblest of circumstances and location. How is it 
that some people ascribe worth and honor based on where someone 
comes from? Even Nathanael (i.e. Bartholomew), one of Jesus’ twelve, 
initially asks if anything good can come from Nazareth (John 1:46). 

In the New Testament we see that even King Herod respected what the 
prophets said about current events, that is, where Jesus the Messiah 
would be born.  If only our leaders of today would do the same—to inquire 
what God’s Holy Word says about life and conduct (2 Peter 1:3). 

Why did Almighty God choose a small town such as Bethlehem for the 
birthplace of the King of kings and Lord of lords? Wouldn’t it have been 
more “impressive” if Jesus were born in a more distinguished town or a  
large city? 

When we are looking for God to move in a certain way or to use 
someone in a certain way, be sure not to look at things the way that most 
would look  (1 Samuel 16:7).  He chooses the base things of the world to 
confound the wise (1 Cor 1:27).  He looks for those that are faithful 
toward Him (2 Chron 16:9). He rewards those that diligently seek Him 
(Heb 11:6).  He gives more responsibility to those who are faithful in the 
little things (Matt 25:21). 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 5 

“And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your 
seed and her Seed; He shall bruise 
your head, and you shall bruise His 
heel.” Genesis 3:15 

“He who sins is of the devil, for the 
devil has sinned from the beginning. 
For this purpose, the Son of God was 
manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil.” I John 3:8 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ MINISTRY DESTROYING SATAN’S WORK 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

One of the primary lessons taught in children's ministries is that the Bible 
is not a compilation of unrelated books and stories. From cover to cover 
the Bible is one cohesive love story that constantly points us to Jesus. 
Here in Genesis 3:15, right from the front cover of the Bible, we have 
a beautiful prophecy pointing to how Jesus will ultimately destroy the 
serpent’s (Satan's) work. This verse is known as the protoevangelium (the 
first gospel), containing the basic elements of the gospel message. 

The fellowship between mankind and God has been broken by sin. As 
we journey through the Old Testament with the nation of Israel, we find 
out we are incapable of perfectly following God's law and are unable to 
repair our broken fellowship with God. But right from the very beginning, 
God promised a plan of salvation that would defeat the power of sin 
and create a way for fellowship between God and mankind to be restored. 
God's Son, Jesus, was the perfect sacrifice to pay the penalty for the sins 
of the world. For those who are in Christ, our sins have been paid for 
on the cross. Therefore, we can have fellowship with God through the 
righteousness of His Son!  

This is the reason Christ came into the world (1 John 3:8). The viewpoint  
"if you are a relatively good person you deserve to go to heaven" 
is quite common. One major point of conflict between this view and a 
biblical understanding of Christianity is if you deserve to go to heaven 
because you are a good person, then what was the point of Jesus 
coming? The gospel hinges on broken fellowship with God through sin, 
our inability to repair it on our own, and God's grace in restoring the 
brokenness. If you take Jesus out of the equation, there is zero chance 
it adds up to us being with God in heaven.  

There are so many ways we could get really worked up in our modern 
climate (elections, illnesses, restrictions, protests, cancelations, etc.) It is 
important to keep in focus that the grand battle between God and Satan 
was already won on the cross 2000 years ago. It is our job to represent 
Christ well and point others to His saving work on the cross. When we 
look through a political or cultural lens it can feel as though we are a part 
of a losing battle, but when we look through a spiritual lens we testify to 
a battle that has already been won. 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 6 

“Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first 
year. You may take it from 
the sheep or from the goats.” 
Exodus 12:5 

“How much more shall the blood of Christ, 
who through the eternal Spirit offered 
Himself without spot to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the 
living God?” Hebrews 9:14 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ SINLESS, BLEMISH-FREE LIFE 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

Augustine is credited with saying, "The Old Testament is the New Testament 
concealed, the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed." Our readings 
this month reiterate this truth. God's plan to offer His Son was settled from 
the "foundation of the world" (Rev.13:8). The types and shadows of the 
Old Testament period were used by God to help us more fully understand 
and appreciate what was going to take place when Jesus came. Abraham 
offering His only son Isaac (Gen. 22:2) was a picture, or foreshadowing, of 
what God would do with His only Son (John 3:16). The Levitical offerings 
were a picture of the one and final offering to come (Heb. 10:11-14).    

So it is with the Passover lamb referred to in today’s Old Testament verse. 
The Passover lamb points us to Christ, our Passover (1 Cor. 5:7). The lamb 
was to be without blemish, which was also true of the Levitical sacrifices 
(Lev. 1:3, 1:10, 3:1, 3:6 etc.), and later would be true of Christ, who is 
referred to as "a lamb without spot or blemish" (1 Pet. 1:19). It was critical 
that the lamb be without blemish or defect because these represented sin. 
For Christ to be our substitute, He had to be without blemish—sinless. 
Otherwise, His punishment would be for His own transgression and not 
ours (Ez. 18:20). Even the thief on the cross understood this (Luke 23:41). 

Thankfully Jesus met this criteria. Scripture tells us that Jesus was tempted 
in all points as we are, yet He was without sin (Heb. 4:15). Scripture further 
states unequivocally that Christ's death was a substitutionary death in our 
place: "But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His 
stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:6)  

The amazing truth of the Gospel is that just as the Passover lamb was 
without blemish, and Jesus was without blemish, so too has God made His 
church (all who have been born again) holy, without blemish (Eph 5:25-27). 
The words of hymn writer Philip Bliss can scarcely be improved upon: 
"Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless Lamb of God was He; ‘Full 
atonement!’ can it be? Hallelujah! What a Savior!"    

Have we paused recently to consider the amazing truth that God has 
given His righteousness to us? (2 Cor. 5:21) Isn't it amazing what God has 
accomplished on our behalf? Have we told someone about this amazing 
story?    

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 7 

We can clearly see God initiating the sacrificial system beginning with 
Abraham in Genesis 22. Genesis 22:2 says, “Then he said, ‘Take now 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.’” God was testing Abraham with making this 
sacrifice of his Son Isaac, but He was also foreshadowing the offering 
of His own son, Jesus Christ, on the cross. This is illustrated with a 
question from Isaac and the answer of his father Abraham, “Isaac spoke 
to Abraham his father and said, ‘My father!’ And he said, ‘Here I am, 
my son.’ Then he said, ‘Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb for a burnt offering?’ And Abraham said, ‘My son, God will provide 
for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.’ So the two of them went 
together.” (Genesis 22:7-8) 
 
We can also see God required this sacrifice in order to institute Israel as a 
nation, through Abraham’s faith and willingness to offer his son as the 
sacrifice in Genesis 22:9. And even though he was willing to offer Isaac 
as a sacrifice, only God could provide the Lamb that was required in order 
for the covenant to be established. (Gen. 22:13-14) The sacrifice had to 
be provided by God and without blemish (perfect). The fulfillment is seen 
when God provides the Perfect Lamb (Jesus) as the ultimate payment for 
the New Covenant to be established. (Heb. 10:9-10) The perfect sacrifice 
became the perfect payment, in the form of Christ. His blood was the 
only “currency” that was an acceptable form of payment to God.  
 
God was first teaching Israel through the Old Covenant, the sacrificial 
system that innocent blood had to be shed and was the necessary 
payment to atone for their sins. But in that old system, they had to come 
back again and again and offer those sacrifices—animal’s blood was only 
a temporary solution. These sacrifices could never be the ultimate 
payment that God demanded.  

 
 

PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING THE PERFECT SACRIFICE 

“Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; my ears You have opened. Burnt 
offering and sin offering You did not require. Then I said, ‘Behold, I come; in the 
scroll of the book it is written of me. I delight to do Your will, O my God, and 
Your law is within my heart.’” Psalm 40:6-8 

“Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: ‘Sacrifice and offering You did 
not desire, but a body You have prepared for Me. In burnt offerings and sacrifices 
for sin You had no pleasure.’ Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come—in the volume of 
the book it is written of Me—to do Your will, O God.’ Previously saying, ‘Sacrifice 
and offering, burnt offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had 
pleasure in them’ (which are offered according to the law), then He said, ‘Behold, 
I have come to do Your will, O God.’ He takes away the first that He may 
establish the second. By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all.” Hebrews 10:5-10 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

(continued) 
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I pray that you can rejoice each day and be encouraged that God the 
Father sent God the Son (Jesus) as the perfect form of payment for you 
and me. This perfect payment was for our sin and the purchase of our 
salvation, for both now and forevermore. Share this Good News with 
someone today, and remember, only the perfect sacrifice (Jesus) could 
ever purchase the gift of salvation!        

Lord, I praise you for… 

December 7 
(continued) 

In the New Covenant established in Christ’s blood, we have a whole new, 
greater level of payment for the purchase of our salvation. The perfect 
love of Christ was displayed on the cross by the shedding of the perfect 
blood of Jesus Christ. Again, like on the mountain top with Abraham and 
Isaac and on the hill at Calvary, God Himself provided the Lamb for the 
offering. Jesus is the perfect sacrifice because ultimately only God could 
reconcile man to Himself through Himself (2 Corinthians 5:19).  
 
The divine power is that Jesus’s blood doesn’t just “cover” our sins, but 
instead it takes them completely away! In John 1:29 the Bible says, “The 
next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, ‘Behold! The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!’” And in Hebrews 
10:12 it says, “But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins 
forever, sat down at the right hand of God.”  
 
This perfect sacrifice was also the perfect payment for our sins, both now 
and forever!!         
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December 8 

In these two verses we see a contrast in the way Israel will accept or 
reject the Messiah (Jesus). For those who accept Christ, He will become 
the cornerstone. Jesus said, “Therefore everyone who hears these words 
of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house 
on the rock.” (Matthew 7:24) A cornerstone is the first stone that was 
placed in constructing a first century home. It was the most important 
stone because if that cornerstone was not placed perfectly level, the whole 
house would be built incorrectly and become unstable. If the cornerstone 
was wrong the entire house was wrong...not level. Spiritually speaking, we 
need Jesus as our Cornerstone or our lives will collapse in the storms of life.   

Unfortunately, many have rejected Jesus as the cornerstone in their lives, 
and therefore, Jesus becomes a rock of offense or a stumbling block. The 
prophecy that Isaiah predicted in Isaiah 8 is that some will accept Him as 
Christ and others will not. Many during the time of Jesus did not accept 
Him because He was not what the Messiah was supposed to be in their 
minds and hearts—He was supposed to take over as King and destroy the 
Roman oppression. In their minds, He was not born like a King.  

Why did they not perceive Jesus as their Messiah? This question is vital to 
our daily walk with Christ. They did not have the “Eyes to see, ears to 
hear, and a heart to perceive” who the Messiah really was. We judge the 
Israelites so quickly for rejecting Jesus as the Messiah, but there are many 
times we do not perceive what God is speaking and doing in our own lives. 
My favorite story at Christmas is how Simeon and Anna perceived that the 
baby Jesus was the Messiah just by hearing Him cry in the temple (Luke 
2:21-38). Both Simeon and Anna knew in their hearts that He was the 
cornerstone, not a rock of offense, because of how sensitive their hearts 
became through prayer.   

“He will be as a sanctuary, 
but a stone of stumbling and 
a rock of offense to both the 
houses of Israel, as a trap 
and a snare to the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem.” Isaiah 8:14 

“Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious; 
but to those who are disobedient, ‘The stone 
which the builders rejected has become the 
chief cornerstone’ and ‘a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense.’ They stumble, being 
disobedient to the word, to which they also 
were appointed.” I Peter 2:7-8   

PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING A STUMBLING STONE 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

Jesus asked the crowds and His own disciples, do you have “eyes to see, 
and ears to hear?” How do we perceive what God is trying to do in our 
own lives? In addition, how can we be sensitive to others around us, who 
need this hope and peace that the world cannot provide?   

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 9 
PROPHECY OF JESUS’ MINISTRY STARTING IN GALILEE 

Despite his present time of war and despair, Isaiah penned these life-
changing words that brought comfort and hope to the world. He declares 
that in contrast to the present darkness and gloom, there is a coming age 
when peace will reign. 

Isaiah was called to prophesy about the great Messiah, who would deliver 
His people from their sins. He spoke of a Deliverer who would not only 
bring light with Him, but would BE the Light of the world. This Light was 
to be so radiant that it was to embrace every man, woman and child born 
into this world.  

It was Israel who was walking in darkness when the Light came into the 
world (v. 9), specifically the people living in the region of Zebulun and 
Naphtali. No one other than God could have loved fallen humanity so 
deeply as to send His only begotten Son—becoming that true, life-giving 
Light to all who will believe in Him. Only God is able to become that 
perfect sacrifice to pay the price for our sin. 

“Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed, as when at first He 
lightly esteemed the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, and afterward more 
heavily oppressed her, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in Galilee of the 
Gentiles. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, upon them a light has shined.” Isaiah 9:1-2 

“Now when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. 
And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in 
the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken 
by Isaiah the prophet, saying: ‘The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, by 
the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who 
sat in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and 
shadow of death Light has dawned.’ From that time Jesus began to preach and to 
say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’” Matthew 4:12-17 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

Jesus came to the lost sheep of Israel as their Messiah and King. He also 
came as the Savior for you and me—"I have come as a light into the world, 
that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.” (John 12:46) 

I encourage you this CHRISTmas season to rejoice in the birth of our 
Lord and Savior. As you go, be a reflection of Christ to others. We are the 
Light of the world, and a city on a hill cannot be hidden. (Matthew 5:14) 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 10 
PROPHECY OF JESUS’ MINISTRY DRAWING THE GENTILES 

TO HIMSELF 

Before God made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, 
and before the foundations of the earth were laid, the requirements of Jesus’ 
ministry were both clear and known. The very Word of God would have to 
leave His heavenly home and would have to be found in appearance of a 
man, humbled and obedient to the point of death (Phil 2:8). 

From His place, outside of our time and outside of our space, the Word of 
God, in full knowledge of all that would transpire, inspired the Old Testament 
prophesies of His coming. And also that His coming would provide salvation 
for both the Jew and the Gentile (that’s us!). 

In his letter to the Romans, Paul confirms this ingrafting of the Gentiles. We 
Gentiles, the wild olive branch, were grafted in among them (the Jews) to 
become partakers of the fatness of the Root of Jesse—Jesus! (Rom. 11:17) 

How glorious is our God, our Hope of Glory, who will say to those who 
were not His people, “‘You are My people!’ and they shall say ‘You are my 
God!’” (Hosea 2:23) 

“Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, and 
sing praises to Your name.” (2 Samuel 22:50) 

“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.” (Deuteronomy 32:43) 

“And in that day, there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a 
banner to the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place 
shall be glorious.” (Isaiah 11:10) 

Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples! For His 
merciful kindness is great toward us, and the truth of the LORD endures 
forever. Praise the LORD! (Psalm 117) 

Lord, I praise you for… 

“And in that day, there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall stand as a banner to the 
people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious.”  
 

Isaiah 11:10 

“For this reason, the people also met Him, because they heard that He had done 
this sign. The Pharisees therefore said among themselves, ‘You see that you are 
accomplishing nothing. Look, the world has gone after Him!’ Now there were 
certain Greeks among those who came up to worship at the feast. Then they 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, ‘Sir, 
we wish to see Jesus.’” John 12:18-21 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  
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December 11 

“Then the eyes of the blind 
shall be opened, and the 
ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then the lame 
shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing. For 
waters shall burst forth in the 
wilderness, and streams in 
the desert.” Isaiah 35:5-6 

“And when John had heard in prison about the 
works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples and 
said to Him, ‘Are You the Coming One, or do we 
look for another?’ Jesus answered and said to 
them, ‘Go and tell John the things which you 
hear and see: the blind see and the lame walk; 
the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear; the 
dead are raised up and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them. And blessed is he who 
is not offended because of Me.’” Matthew 11:2-6 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ MIRACULOUS MINISTRY 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

John the Baptist's ministry was predicted in Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1.  
John was the last in a long line of Old Testament prophets who predicted 
Christ's coming. He held the distinct honor of being chosen by God as the 
forerunner to the Messiah and the only OT prophet to actually see Christ 
in the flesh. He baptized Jesus in the Jordan (Matthew 3:13-17), intro-
duced Jesus as the Lamb of God who would take away the sin of the 
world, and declared Him to be the Son of God. (John 1:29-34) 

Despite all John had seen and proclaimed, he died without seeing the 
fullness of God’s plan in Christ (Mark 6:17-29). Unlike us, John was void 
of the knowledge of the crucifixion of Christ or His glorious resurrection.  
John reached out from his prison cell to bolster his faith—was Jesus truly 
the One who would come after him, whom he had boldly proclaimed was 
more powerful than he? Was Jesus the One, or should he and all of Israel 
look for another? 

Christ's response to John's question is a timeless lesson for all generations: 
When your faith wavers, when doubt creeps in, when uncertainty clouds 
your vision...go to God's Word to find clarity. Jesus knew that John, as a 
prophet, would understand the significance of the miracles his disciples 
would report back—John would both know Isaiah's prophecy about the 
Messiah and recognize Christ's fulfillment of that prophecy. Question 
asked...answer given...faith restored!  

Without question, like John the Baptist, our circumstances can affect 
our perspective. As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, the added stress of the Christmas season can sometimes amplify 
our struggles and blur our vision of who Christ is and His tremendous 
love for us. Stop the busyness and take some time to reflect on this 
basic truth upon which our hope stands, “God demonstrates His own 
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” 
(Romans 5:8) 
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December 11 
(continued) 

Lord, I praise you for… 

Perhaps you know someone who struggles with believing in Jesus as their 
Lord and Savior. Give them a call, send them a text, take a moment to let 
them know God has already proven His love for them for all eternity—
when Christ took their place and died for their sins. Their unbelief does 
not negate that truth. 

Help them to be honest and take the doubts they might have to the Lord 
asking for His wisdom. Point them to the Scriptures to find the answers 
to their questions. Relay the foundational truths as needed so that they 
can build upon them to become strong in faith and less wavering, without 
any doubt.  

Remember:  Christ is the reason for the season. He is, has been, and will 
always be the greatest gift you could ever give or receive.  
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December 12 

“He is despised and rejected by 
men, a Man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief. And we 
hid, as it were, our faces from 
Him; He was despised, and we 
did not esteem Him.” 
 

Isaiah 53:3 

“So all those in the synagogue, when they 
heard these things, were filled with wrath, 
and rose up and thrust Him out of the city; 
and they led Him to the brow of the hill on 
which their city was built, that they might 
throw Him down over the cliff.” 
 

Luke 4:28-29 

PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING DESPISED AND REJECTED 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

I love the book of Isaiah, which was written approximately 700 years 
before the ministry of Christ. In verse 3 of chapter 53, it was prophesied 
that Jesus would come as the Messiah and that He would be rejected and 
despised by His own people. Later, as we read in Luke 4:28-29, when the 
Messiah came, that is exactly what took place. 

Jesus came to earth for our benefit, for our salvation, because God’s love 
for us was so great that He sent His only Son into this world as a child. 
He experienced all that we experience: hard work, trials, tribulations, 
pain, and suffering—all without sin. He willingly gave up His life for our 
sake. Jesus was preaching, teaching and telling the people the truth they 
needed to hear—not what would make Him popular or even liked. In His 
hometown people could only see Jesus as Joseph’s son, the son of a 
carpenter, not as the Messiah. So, they sought to kill Him. 

We may believe that Jesus suffered so we do not have to, but that is 
contrary to what the Bible says. Many verses in the Bible tell us that we 
will face trials, tribulations, and persecution for following Jesus, just as the 
apostles did. I believe today we are seeing a movement of persecution in 
this country like we have never seen before, and more as the second 
coming of Christ draws nearer.  

During this Christmas season, where we celebrate the first coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, may our focus not be drawn away from our Savior. The 
things of this world can steal our focus—whether it be from temporary 
pleasures or the trials and tribulations in our lives. Instead, let’s renew our 
faith in God by reading His Word and spending time in prayer—for the 
persecuted church and family, friends, and neighbors that don’t know 
Christ as their Lord and Savior. Let us also thank God and praise Him for 
bringing us through this current year in the midst of all its challenges. 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 13 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because the Lord has anointed Me to 
preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are 
bound.” Isaiah 61:1 

“So, He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up. And as His custom 
was, He went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and stood up to read. And 
He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah. And when He had opened the 
book, He found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent 
Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord.’ Then He closed the book and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were 
fixed on Him. And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.’” Luke 4:16-21 

PROPHECY OF JESUS SETTING THE CAPTIVES FREE 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

We can know, without a doubt, that this Scripture in Isaiah is indeed 
foreshadowing the life of the Messiah. Jesus Himself confirms that He is 
the fulfillment of this prophecy in Luke 4:16-22. There are 2 main questions 
we can take away from these passages: (1) What exactly is Jesus doing 
when He states, “today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing?" (2) How 
does Jesus fulfill this prophecy? 

The answer to the first question is this: when Jesus proclaims that the 
“Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:22), Christ is confirming that 
He is the Messiah prophesied about in Isaiah 61.  

To answer our second question, we must understand the meaning of 
this prophecy in Isaiah 61. In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, Frank E. 
Gaebelein states, “These verses present a picture of a man anointed by 
the Spirit of God, especially for the task of preaching. He proclaims glad 
tidings. Those benefiting from the preacher’s message are described as 
poor, the brokenhearted, the captives, and the prisoners.”  

Through this prophecy in Isaiah 61 we see the coming Messiah will be 
preaching the glad tidings, which is the Good News, the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, to the poor. The Messiah will heal the brokenhearted, He will 
restore and mend those who are broken. The Messiah will set free those in 
bondage, those who are oppressed, and those who are in captivity. Now 
we fast forward to the life of Jesus, nearly 700 years after the original 
prophecy in Isaiah. What do we see? We see the Messiah, Jesus, fulfilling 
the prophecy in Isaiah 61.   
 

 (continued) 
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This Christmas, let's think about what Jesus did for us, the example 
He set for us, and how we can apply it to our lives. This Christmas, 
let's thank Jesus for healing the sick, mending the broken, restoring the 
hopeless, saving the lost, and caring for the poor. Examine your own life 
and see if it reflects what Jesus did for you on the cross. Does your life 
reflect the freedom, the joy, and the hope we have in Jesus? If not, let's 
repent, seek the Lord, and serve Him. 

Jesus had a heart for the poor, and He brought the Gospel, the Good 
News, to them. This Christmas, I encourage you to reach out to the poor 
and share the Good News of Jesus with them. Not just the physically 
poor, but the spiritually poor—those who are in need of Christ and the 
salvation He offers.  

Lord, I praise you for… 

December 13 

Jesus shared the Good News with the poor, and He challenged us to do 
the same (Matthew 25:35-40). Jesus healed the brokenhearted, those 
living in brokenness and pain (Luke 8:43-48). Jesus brought sight to 
the blind, both physically and spiritually (John 9). Jesus would set free 
those in bondage, those who were oppressed, those in captivity—free 
from the chains and entanglement of sin in their lives. Jesus set them 
free. He set US free by His work on the cross (Galatians 5:1; John 8:36; 
Acts 13:38-39).  

That’s something to rejoice and be merry about this Christmas! We are 
free—free from sin’s power and penalty (shame, guilt, bondage, eternal 
separation from God). Jesus sets us free, mends our brokenness, restores 
our damaged and broken relationships, and gives hope in the midst of 
hopelessness.  

(continued) 
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December 14 

“I was watching in the night visions, and 
behold, One like the Son of Man, coming 
with the clouds of heaven! He came to the 
Ancient of Days, and they brought Him 
near before Him. Then to Him was given 
dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should 
serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion, which shall not pass away, and 
His kingdom the one which shall not be 
destroyed.” Daniel 7:13-14 

“And behold, you will conceive in 
your womb and bring forth a Son 
and shall call His name Jesus. He 
will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of 
His father David. And He will 
reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of His kingdom there 
will be no end.” Luke 1:31-33 

PROPHECY OF JESUS’ EVERLASTING THRONE 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

In Exodus 34:6, God describes Himself to Moses: “And the Lord passed 
before him [Moses] and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, longsuffering, and abounding in goodness and truth.’” God talks 
about His character traits of mercy, grace, and love, yet each of these 
traits fell under the umbrella of the immutable fact that He is Lord. The 
term “Lord” means: master or ruler—the one who runs things. God calls 
the shots. He is not Lord over “most”...He is Lord over “all.” He is over all  
creation, peoples, nations and languages. Like Daniel records, He rules all, 
and His dominion is an everlasting dominion. His kingdom will never be 
destroyed.   

While Jesus was on earth we saw His nature practically revealed, and not 
surprisingly, He spent His time serving people. Jesus healed the sick, 
associated with the outcasts, fed the hungry, and taught the children.  
Looking at Him allows us to see the Father. People didn’t understand Him 
then, and many don’t understand Him now. Many fall into the trap of 
thinking Jesus exists to serve us, to meet our needs, and to help our will 
be done. The reality is that we exist for His pleasure. We are here on earth 
to serve Him. He taught us to pray, saying, “Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” (Luke 11:2) Our purpose is simply to 
do the will of God here on earth.   

Because He is a good King, His will is the best thing. Because of His 
nature, obeying Him will lead us to the best possible outcomes. Because 
His kingdom lasts forever, following Him in obedience has an eternal impact.   

How have you been doing with personal obedience to Jesus? It is easy 
to pick and choose where we want to follow Him, but in reality, that 
is rebellion (disobedience), not submission (obedience). Ask Him this 
question, moment by moment today, “Lord, what do you desire from me 
right now?”  

Lord, I praise you for… 
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December 15 

“Seventy weeks are determined for your people and for your holy city, to finish 
the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make reconciliation for iniquity, to 
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint 
the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, there shall be 
seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the street shall be built again, and the wall, 
even in troublesome times. And after the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut 
off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come shall destroy 
the city and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of 
the war desolations are determined.” Daniel 9:24-26 

“Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, 
according to the will of our God and Father, to whom be glory forever and ever. 
Amen.” Galatians 1:3-5 

PROPHECY OF JESUS BRINGING AN END TO SIN 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

Throughout the Old Testament and New Testament, we can clearly see 
that Jesus was and is God’s answer to delivering us from the penalty and 
power of sin. Hebrews 9:26 reminds us that, “He has appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.”  When we put our faith in Jesus 
and the work that He accomplished on the cross, sin’s power is broken 
over us. We are no longer a slave to sin but rather a slave of God 
(Romans 6:15-23). 

What does this mean for me in regards to sin? I have a choice. Through 
faith in Jesus Christ the penalty of my sin was paid for—by the blood of 
Jesus! I receive an eternal inheritance that, because of my sin, I do not 
deserve (Hebrews 9:11-15). But not only is my sin paid for in full, its 
power no longer holds me captive. Its power is broken because “Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life.” (Romans 6:4).  

Is there any besetting sin that is holding you captive? You do not have to 
live under sin’s power. In Christ, the power of sin is broken! I encourage 
you to read Romans 6 & 7 and, “reckon yourselves to be dead indeed 
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Therefore do not let 
sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. And do 
not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but 
present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness to God.” (Romans 6:11-13) 

Lord, I praise you for… 
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“Rejoice greatly, O daughter 
of Zion! Shout, O daughter of 
Jerusalem! Behold, your King 
is coming to you; He is just 
and having salvation, lowly 
and riding on a donkey, a 
colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
 

Zechariah 9:9 

“And a very great multitude spread their clothes 
on the road; others cut down branches from 
the trees and spread them on the road. Then 
the multitudes who went before and those who 
followed cried out, saying: ‘Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!’ And when 
He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was 
moved, saying, ‘Who is this?’” Matthew 21:8-10 

PROPHECY OF JESUS RIDING INTO JERUSALEM ON A DONKEY 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

This Old Testament prophecy is a proclamation of hope. For a dozen 
years or more the task of rebuilding the temple has stood half-
completed in the wake of the destruction by Babylon. King Xerxes had 
allowed a group of Israelites to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
Temple, but they had stopped building to work on completing their own 
homes. Zechariah seeks to encourage them to action by reminding them 
of the future importance of the temple. 

The temple must be built, for one day the Messiah’s glory will inhabit 
it. Zechariah’s name means, “God Remembers.” Even though there is no 
longer a nation of Israel and the temple was in ruins, God remembers 
His people. He gives them a message of hope, speaking of a time when 
the Messiah will actually ride into Jerusalem and enter the Temple.  

The message of hope was fulfilled when Jesus, the Messiah, rode into 
Jerusalem on a donkey, went to the Temple to cleanse it, and then 
taught there for the last time. The people were full of hope, but it was a 
misdirected hope—they wanted a conquering king to release them from 
the bondage and oversight of Rome. They didn’t understand that their 
King was a conqueror who had come as a sacrificial lamb, who would 
free them from the bondage of sin and death—through His shed blood 
and love for humanity.   

Even though most of Jerusalem missed the time of His visitation, the 
true message of hope continued through His apostles...through disciples 
that were made by the apostles...and down through the centuries as the 
discipleship process continued. The believing church today is at the end 
of a long line of dominoes that started falling two thousand years ago. It 
began with the first century disciples and it is still being added to daily— 
by those who hear the hope of the Gospel and allow the triumphal entry 
of Jesus into their hearts.  

 

 

December 16 

(continued) 
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December 16 

The message of hope is still fresh, powerful, and relevant to the world 
today. God desires that His church would continue to be a witness of 
that hope to a lost and hopeless world, today. May we continue the 
discipleship process of grace, mercy, truth and hope, by pouring His 
Light into lives that are so desperately in need of Him. May God use us 
to help rebuild the temple of people's lives through the power of the 
Holy Spirit and the saving grace of the blood of Jesus Christ. May we 
celebrate along with them the beauty of the triumphal entry of Jesus into 
their lives.  

Lord, I praise you for… 

(continued) 
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December 17 

“Then I said to them, ‘If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, 
refrain.’ So, they weighed out for my wages thirty pieces of silver. And 
the LORD said to me, ‘Throw it to the potter’—that princely price they set on me. 
So, I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of 
the LORD for the potter.” Zechariah 11:12-13 

“But the chief priests took the silver pieces and said, ‘It is not lawful to put them into 
the treasury, because they are the price of blood.’ And they consulted together and 
bought with them the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. Therefore, that field has 
been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by 
Jeremiah the prophet, saying, ‘And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the value of 
Him who was priced, whom they of the children of Israel priced, and gave them for 
the potter’s field, as the LORD directed me.’” Matthew 27:6-10 

PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING BETRAYED FOR 30 PIECES OF SILVER 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

God’s Word proves itself true through prophecy, and it is even seen 
through the betrayal of Christ. Zechariah, by the power of God, spoke of 
the exact actions of Judas and the Pharisees. Thirty pieces of silver, 
betrayal, crucifixion—the Bible in its truth teaches the wages of sin is 
death (Romans 6:23). Possibly, the progression of sin was far from Judas’ 
mind. What disdainful greed the betrayer and his enablers would have for 
Jesus. Just as Zechariah in v.13, with sarcasm, says of the thirty pieces of 
shekels—that princely price—was actually the price of a slave. This is 
indeed a picture of their hearts, to think so little of Christ. The Pharisees 
were in cahoots with Judas (Matt.26:14-16), and then tried to keep the 
law in not placing blood money into the treasury—as if they had no hand 
in treachery. Even the hearts of the Pharisees stooped down another level 
in their hypocrisy. Yet, even in this dreadful act of the betrayal of Jesus 
Christ, God was at work—unfolding His plan for redemption. 

We see quite the contrast just a few verses before with the anointing of 
Christ (Matt. 26). Mary's allegiance to Christ would outdo the vain wages 
of betrayal. She anointed the king with pure nard, a very costly perfume. 
A denarii was worth 2.96 shekels a piece. We learn from the betrayer that 
her offering unto the Lord was worth three hundred denarii (Mark 14:5). 
One may have thought that Mary’s adoration would speak to and convict 
the heart of Judas, but instead he let his hardened heart prevail.  

Yet this is the beauty of Christ:  Zechariah prophesied the betrayal, Jesus 
knew the prophecy, Judas fulfilled the prophesy—the betrayal foretold— 
and yet, knowing all things, Jesus still washed Judas’ feet and loved him. 
I think of when the Lord tells John the Baptist, “permit it be so, for thus it 
is fitting that it should fulfill all righteousness.” (Matthew 3:15) This is 
spoken during Jesus’ baptism, but it shows Christ's devotion in doing the 
Father's will, even from the very start of His earthly ministry...and even if 
it was prophesied that He would be betrayed by someone close. 

 
(continued) 
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Nothing on the earth is worth betraying Jesus! But do we betray Jesus? 
In action? In thought? What momentary pleasure can we amass that 
would be equivalent to the treasure of being with Jesus in His Kingdom?  

Why walk close to Christ only to betray Him? Jesus is worth treasuring! 
Today in your life what 30 pieces of silver, so to speak, are you betraying 
Jesus for? What in your life have you attributed more worthiness to? We 
need no special day for repenting—call on Jesus now. Remember He is 
“faithful and just to forgive us our sins” (1 John 1:9)—even though you 
and I have betrayed Him. Let's take an approach like Mary: no matter 
how costly the treasure, we’re willing to give it ALL for the cause of Christ.  

Lord, I praise you for… 

(continued) 

December 17 
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December 18 
PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING OUR PASSOVER LAMB 

This Old Testament prophecy is one of the most striking and blessed 
foreshadowings of what Jesus Christ was born to do—to die on the cross 
for our sins. Passover is one of the most important Jewish festivals. In 
Hebrew it is known as the “Pesach.” In this passage we read about the 
Passover lamb, also known as the Paschal lamb: a type of Christ. The 
sacrificial system was instituted in the very beginning of the Bible (Genesis 
3:21) by God Himself and would later be revealed once and for all 
through the ultimate sacrifice of the Lamb of God—our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ on the cross. 

We read about the hyssop being dipped in blood and then spread on the 
doorpost. In the Old Testament, hyssop was a type of branch used as a 
ceremonial tool for cleansing (Psalm 51:7), and blood was used as a type 
of covering with animal sacrifices (Leviticus 17:11). We then later see in 
the New Testament that the hyssop was used when Christ was on the 
cross (John 19:29), and Christ’s blood was shed. Due to the blood of 
Jesus Christ that was shed on the cross for our sin, animal sacrifice is no 
longer needed. The work is finished once and for all. Moments before He 
took His last breath, Jesus said, “IT IS FINISHED.” (John 19:30) 

When God saw the blood that had been applied to the door posts, the 
angel of death passed over. (Exodus 12:23) By His blood shed on the 
cross for our sins, His death, and resurrection—death is defeated! The 
only thing that stood between the Israelite families and the angel of death 
was the blood. This is true today by the blood of Jesus Christ. 
 

 

“Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and said to them, ‘Pick out and take 
lambs for yourselves according to your families and kill the Passover lamb. And you 
shall take a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and strike the 
lintel and the two doorposts with the blood that is in the basin. And none of you shall 
go out of the door of his house until morning. For the LORD will pass through to strike 
the Egyptians; and when He sees the blood on the lintel and on the two doorposts, 
the LORD will pass over the door and not allow the destroyer to come into your houses 
to strike you. And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance for you and your sons 
forever. It will come to pass when you come to the land which the LORD will give 
you, just as He promised, that you shall keep this service. And it shall be, when your 
children say to you, ‘What do you mean by this service?’ that you shall say, ‘It 
is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who passed over the houses of the children of 
Israel in Egypt when He struck the Egyptians and delivered our households.’ So, the 
people bowed their heads and worshiped.” Exodus 12:21-27 

“Therefore, purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are 
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.” I Corinthians 5:7 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

(continued) 
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It is very important that we as believers remind ourselves daily what 
Jesus did for us on the cross! “Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone 
desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow Me.’” (Luke 9:23)  

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” (John 3:16) 

Lord, I praise you for…. 

(continued) 

December 18 

The same way the Israelites continued to celebrate Passover, we 
celebrate communion—as a reminder of our Passover Lamb (Jesus 
Christ). He is our Passover Lamb. It is vital that our children know 
about our Jesus, our Passover Lamb, as He is our only hope in this 
world. Today, the blood of Jesus Christ sets us free from the bondage 
of sin and death, once and for all.  



29 

December 19 
PROPHECY OF JESUS’ BLOOD SPILLED OUT FOR OUR ATONEMENT 

According to Jewish tradition it was on the Day of Atonement that the high 
priest would enter the inner sanctuary of the Tabernacle, known as the 
Holy of Holies or the Most Holy Place. This was a sacred area, set apart by 
a veil, which included the ark of the covenant with the mercy seat (Exodus 
26:33-24). The high priest would only enter the Most Holy Place once a 
year, specifically on the Day of Atonement. (Leviticus 16:2,34) He would 
offer the blood sacrifice upon the mercy seat before the presence of the 
Lord and make atonement for his sins and the sins of God’s people. 

The Hebrew word for atonement in Leviticus 17:11 is kaphar, which 
means “to cover.” So, in the Old Testament, sin was not “removed,” but 
instead “covered” by the blood sacrifice. Yet, the New Testament idea of 
atonement is that our sin is not merely covered, but removed, taken away, 
so that there is no longer any barrier between God and man. 

It is the blood that makes the atonement. No blood, no remission of sins. 
Jesus shed His blood for us on the cross once and for all...that our sin 
could be removed. He was the final sacrifice, and with His dying breath 
spoke, “It is finished.” (John 19:30)  

Jesus, the Lamb of God, who died a horrific death, died for us so that 
our sins could be completely removed, not just covered. This made God 
accessible to us 24/7—not just once a year through someone else! I thank 
God every day for the ability to bring my thoughts, cares, requests and 
praises to Him throughout the day!  

There is an old worship song, “Overwhelmed,” and the chorus goes like 
this: “I will come with shouts of joy into Your presence...I stand to 
worship You with all I am, I am Yours, Lord, my heart is overwhelmed!” 
It is truly overwhelming to be in the presence of God each and every day 
because of the blood He shed for us! 

Lord, I praise you for… 

“For the life of the flesh is in the blood, 
and I have given it to you upon the altar 
to make atonement for your souls; for it is 
the blood that makes atonement for the 
soul.” Leviticus 17:11 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

“For this is My blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for many 
for the remission of sins.” 
 

Matthew 26:28 
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December 20 
PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING CRUCIFIED BETWEEN TWO CRIMINALS 

God promised to reward Christ for His atoning death, and Christ in turn 
promised to share His reward with all the “strong” who follow Him—those 
doing battle against sin and Satan through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Because of Jesus’ death, God’s people have been given a great inheritance. 
When we proclaim the Gospel of Jesus we must preach the cross that 
Christ died on and its demands that we separate ourselves from sin. In His 
sufferings and agony on the cross, Jesus intervened for us. (Luke 23:34) His 
Ministry of Intercession still continues to this day in Heaven. (Luke 8:34) 

Even as Christ was being accursed and scorned with criminals He never 
lost His love for sinners. The true love of Christ for sinful man compelled 
Him to die for the lost. Through His death on the cross, He declared that 
THE VALUE OF A SOUL IS ALWAYS GREATER THAN THE COST OF SAVING 
THAT SOUL—even at the cost of His life. Jesus died so that your soul may 
be saved. The thief on the cross received the ultimate gift of Christmas, 
even as Christ hung on the cross—the gift of eternal life. Jesus said to him, 
“Today you will be with Me in Paradise.” (Luke 23:43) 

When Jesus hung on the cross He didn’t consider His pain and agony, He 
saw that the thief next to Him was going to die and perish in hell. Jesus 
did not just hang on the cross WITH sinners; He hung on the cross FOR 
sinners—for you and me. He gave the thief the greatest gift a man could 
ever receive—the gift of Eternal Life. The true gift of Christmas. 

As Christ hung on the cross with two sinners, one of them realized the 
greatness of his own sin. The cross always shows the seriousness of sin. 
But thankfully, it also shows the immeasurable love of Christ. It’s the place 
where the sinner is liberated. It’s the place where sin and love meet. 

 

Christ’s immeasurable forgiveness is limitless. Can you believe such a 
thing? Jesus said, “And if he sins against you seven times in a day, and 
seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you shall forgive 
him.” (Luke 17:4) How much more will our heavenly Father forgive His 
children, who come in repentance to Him? Don’t try to reason it out, 
asking why or how He forgives so freely. Simply accept it.  

Through Jesus, God gave it all for our sins. What is our response?  

Lord, I praise you for… 

“Therefore, I will divide Him a portion with 
the great, and He shall divide the spoil 
with the strong, because He poured out His 
soul unto death, and He was numbered 
with the transgressors, and He bore the sin 
of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors.” Isaiah 53:12 

“With Him they also crucified two 
robbers, one on His right and 
the other on His left. So, the 
Scripture was fulfilled which says, 
“And He was numbered with the 
transgressors.”  
 

Mark 15:27-28                                                                                           

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  
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December 21 
PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING LIFTED UP — EVERYONE WHO LOOKS 

ON HIM WILL LIVE 

Reading this Old Testament passage in and of itself can seem odd and 
rather harsh. This is a time when the Israelites were complaining, yet 
again, while continuing to wander the desert. So, God sent “fiery serpents 
among the people…and many of the people of Israel died.” (Num 21:6) 
However, God showed mercy on the Israelites and had Moses make the 
bronze serpent. All the Israelites had to do was look at the bronze serpent 
and they would be saved. 

The correlation to the New Testament passage is striking, as it points to 
arguably the most popular verse in the Bible—John 3:16. A simple, yet 
powerful piece of Scripture that includes the most amazing promise of all 
time: “…that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life.” What a promise! In the world we live in today many have become 
numb to those words. Maybe because we see it so much—whether at 
sporting events or concerts. Or maybe because we are not being chased 
down by scary snakes that could kill us with one bite. But do we truly 
comprehend the powerful truth found in John 3:16—the gift of Salvation 
available to ALL people through Jesus’ death and resurrection? Do we look 
to the cross and accept this amazing gift, or do we ignore it? 

As odd as it may have seemed for the Israelites to be chased down by 
serpents, sin still surrounds us today. For those who do not look to the 
cross and accept the gift of Salvation through Jesus Christ, sin’s end result 
is death—eternal separation from God. 

God desires that none should perish but all would have everlasting life 
(2 Peter 3:9). Do you know someone who has been bitten by sin? Do you 
know someone who needs to look to the cross for spiritual healing? As 
you read this, maybe the Holy Spirit has impressed someone on your 
heart...maybe even a few people. Pray for them right now! Pray for God 
to use you to help turn their lives over to Christ. 

Lord, I praise you for… 

“So, Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent 
had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.” Numbers 21:9 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him 
might be saved. ‘He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not 
believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God.’” John 3:14-18                                                                                             
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December 22 
PROPHECY OF JESUS’ RESURRECTION 

The Godly-inspired authors of today’s Old Testament prophesy were not a 
likely collection of people to be used for such a purpose. These men were 
the sons of Korah. Their father challenged the leadership and authority of 
Moses and Aaron. Korah, along with 250 other men, wanted to overthrow 
God’s appointed leaders. They wanted to take Moses and Aaron’s destiny 
into their own hands. The price for their disobedience was death—the 
earth under their feet literally opened...it swallowed them and everything 
they owned and delivered them to the realm of the dead. 

God did have mercy on Korah’s sons, who were delivered through the 
appointment of King David and his reign over the Israelites. The great 
prophet Samuel, who was of the Korah lineage, anointed David as King of 
the Israelites. David then went on to entrust the sons of Korah as expert 
warriors on the battlefield and also allowed them to become great leaders 
in choral and orchestral worship music in the tabernacle. This led to their 
authoring of 11 Psalms in the Bible that demonstrate their great gratitude 
and humility to an awesome and mighty God. 

In Psalm 49, the sons of Korah speak to the coming redemption of God 
through salvation in Jesus Christ. Throughout the history of man, many  
have trusted in and look to wealth, power, fame and fortune to find 
contentment, accomplishment, safety and/or deliverance. Time and time 
again they fail. However, there are those who have truly found that it is 
in Christ alone that we can be forgiven of all our sin. In Him we have 
everlasting redemption and deliverance from death—from which all the 
money and riches of this world could not rescue a single soul. 

 

“But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for He shall receive 
me.” Psalm 49:15 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you 
by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you 
yourselves also know Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and 
foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to 
death; whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not 
possible that He should be held by it. For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw 
the Lord always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that I may not be 
shaken. Therefore, my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; moreover, my flesh 
also will rest in hope. For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You allow 
Your Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to me the ways of life; You 
will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ Men and brethren, let me speak freely 
to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with 
us to this day. Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an 
oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up 
the Christ to sit on his throne, he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection 
of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 
This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.” Acts 2:22-32                                                                                           

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  
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Have you ever wished you could change the family you were born into?  
Are there sins in your past that still weigh heavy on your heart and you 
just can’t forgive yourself for? Have you trusted in wealth and the material 
possessions of this world to define who you are and to establish your 
security? If you answered YES to any or all of these questions then you 
are about to have an opportunity to turn each one of those answers into 
NO right now! 

In Christ we are new creations (2 Corinthians 5:17). When you accept 
Christ as your Lord and Savior you get to “reboot” your lineage. You are 
grafted into a new vine—which means the source of your provision, 
redemption, strength, love, peace, and fulfillment comes through Christ. 
This was prophesied by the sons of Korah and was later witnessed by 
Peter himself. This prophecy is of the birth, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ our Messiah.  

Who your biological family is…who you used to be…do not have to define 
your tomorrow! The promised Messiah, whose birth we celebrate in just 
three short days, is the key to unlocking your deliverance and freedom 
from the wages of sin! Will you turn that key today and unlock the 
victorious life God has promised? 

Lord, I praise you for… 

December 22 
(continued) 
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December 23 
PROPHECY OF JESUS CONQUERING DEATH 

Isaiah’s great message repeated over and over again is that the Messiah 
is coming as a Savior and a Sovereign, to bear a cross and wear a crown.  

Isaiah lived through turbulent times. He was called to his work at a time 
when a famous Assyrian king was building his empire into the largest and 
cruelest that western Asia had ever seen. Isaiah saw the neighboring, 
northern kingdom of Israel crack, collapse, and vanish in a storm of siege, 
assassination, deportation and imprisonment. In the midst of all the fear, 
confusion, and doubt of his times, Isaiah gives a beautiful promise of a 
coming hope—the Messiah of Israel and the Savior of the world. When 
He comes He will wipe away all our tears, bring great joy and hope, and 
destroy the power of sin and death.   

Isaiah 30:15 says, “This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, 
says: ‘In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is 
your strength.’” It is our privilege to read God’s Word, be still, observe, 
receive, and meditate on what is said—in order that we too may trust God 
more, and with joy and hope draw water from the wells of salvation.  

Paul addresses the many prophecies of the Messiah spoken of in Isaiah 
when he speaks to the Corinthian church of the victory Jesus brings 
through His incarnation, death, and resurrection. Those who have been 
transformed by the blood of Christ—accepting what He did on the cross 
for us—can stand in the hope of a glorious resurrection. The power of 
death is broken and gone forever through the sacrifice of Jesus on the 
cross. Victory has been won! We have the promise of eternal fellowship 
with the Lord our God, thanks be to our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The point of Christmas is to celebrate the fulfillment of God’s beautiful 
promises for a Savior—fulfilled through the birth of Jesus Christ. We are 
reminded that God does what He says He will do. If all the promises in 
Scripture of the Messiah’s birth are true, then all the promises of Christ’s 
return for His church will also come to fruition! Christmas is a wonderful 
time to remember what our Savior has done, is doing, and will do in the 
future. In this tumultuous time of change, let us take time to encourage 
one another to remember God never changes. And let’s praise Him for 
the victory we have through Christ over death!   

Lord, I praise you for… 

“He will destroy on this mountain the surface of 
the covering cast over all people, and the veil 
that is spread over all nations. He will swallow 
up death forever, and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces; the rebuke of His 
people He will take away from all the earth; for 
the Lord has spoken.” Isaiah 25:7-8 

TESTAMENT  TESTAMENT  

“So, when this corruptible has put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall 
be brought to pass the saying that 
is written: “Death is swallowed up 
in victory.” 1 Corinthians 15:54                                               
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December 24 
PROPHECY OF JESUS’ ASCENSION 

Paul’s use of Psalm 68:18 indicates to us that it is a prophecy of Jesus 
Christ. It was a prophetic picture of the great victory of Jesus over Satan, 
sin, death, and hell.  

Let’s see how Paul interprets this tremendous verse. Here’s the picture: 
if a king of Israel went to battle to fight the enemy and he won, upon 
his return to the city he would ascend the hills of Mt. Zion. Mt. Zion the 
great crowning hill of Jerusalem. The place of great victory. The place 
where God had established His people. And so, the king would ride in 
ascending, as it were, up Mt. Zion. It was just a traditional way to accept 
the conquering hero. He would ride into the city on the war horse that he 
was victorious with in battle. Behind him would be the spoils of victory… 
which undoubtedly would be people from that foreign nation (captives) 
and riches taken from their land. 

But there would be a second group. Notice it says He would lead 
“captivity captive.” He would recapture the captives. What does he 
mean? Many times other nations had Israelites in prison. When the kings 
of Israel conquered that nation they freed those captives and brought 
them back to their own land. This is a powerful picture: the conquering 
king has won the war; he is victorious. The victory is done; he has his 
own people, who were held prisoner, released and set free. They are 
coming back free; it’s a joyous scene. This is precisely what Paul sees 
here in terms of Christ. 

When Jesus Christ died on the cross He entered a battle with Satan, his 
demons and his hosts. Jesus won that battle! And after the cross Jesus 
came back up, as it were, ascending the mount of victory, and He had 
behind Him the spoils of war...He led captivity captive. You will notice 
that three times Paul says, “He ascended.” Now, the only person that I 
know of in the New Testament that ascended is JESUS CHRIST.  

 

“You have ascended on high, You have led captivity captive; You have received 
gifts among men, even from the rebellious, that the Lord God might dwell there.” 
Psalm 68:18 

“Therefore, He says: ‘When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave 
gifts to men.’ Now this, ‘He ascended’—what does it mean but that He also first 
descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the One who 
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.” Ephesians 4:8-10                                                                              

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

(continued) 
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In Acts chapter one, Luke records the ascension of Jesus Christ: 
“Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of their sight. And while they 
looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood 
by them in white apparel, who also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you 
stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into 
heaven’.”  (Acts 1:9-11) 

Paul takes Psalm 68:18 and applies it to Christ—he says Christ is the One 
who ascended the hill of victory. Christ is the One who brought the spoils 
and led the captives (sinners) free. 

Lord, I praise you for… 

(continued) 

December 24 

While Christmas is that time of year when we remember and celebrate the 
First Coming of Jesus, at His ascension we are promised that there will be 
a Second Coming of Christ. He is coming again. While we wait, we work 
for the LORD—by sharing the Good News and making disciples. 

Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to open doors of opportunity, that you may 
share the hope you have in the victorious King, Christ Jesus our Lord.  
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December 25 
PROPHECY OF JESUS BEING THE SAVIOR OF THE WORLD 

Abraham had waited a long time for the son of promise. When finally born, 
Isaac was nothing short of a miracle. He was born to Abraham and Sarah 
when their age made it humanly impossible for them to have children. 
Abraham was one hundred years old and Sarah wasn't too far behind! 

Moreover, all of the great promises God had given Abraham were linked to 
the son of promise. God would make Abraham into a great nation and "in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." (Genesis 12:3) 

Could Abraham's love for that son crowd his love for the Lord God? As 
Isaac grew into manhood Abraham would have been increasingly attached 
to this special son. Would he love his son of promise more than his God? 

God said to Abraham, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” Abraham 
obeyed. He knew God would provide as he declared, "God will provide 
for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son. So, the two of 
them walked on together." (Genesis 22:8) God did rescue Isaac with a 
substitute ram. This mountain (Mt. Moriah) later became the site of the 
Temple and the center of Israel's sacrificial worship. (2 Chronicles. 3:1) 
However, these animal sacrifices offered in the temple were only a 
shadow of something greater to come. 

Another Son of the promise came to that mountain two thousand years 
later. This time there was no substitute lamb for Him, because He was the 
"Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). God's 
own Son was sacrificed on "the mount of the Lord" and became our 
substitute. "They took Jesus, therefore, and He went out, bearing His own 
cross, to the place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, 
Golgotha. There they crucified Him, and with Him two other men, one on 
either side, and Jesus in between." (John 19:17-18) 

 

 

“Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and said to him, 
‘Abraham!’ And he said, ‘Here I am.’ Then He said, ‘Take now your son, your only 
son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 
burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.’” Genesis 22:1-2 

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 

TESTAMENT  

TESTAMENT  

(continued) 
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The baby born on Christmas was born to die, so we could live. “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)  

Dear Church Family, “For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2:11) 

Merry CHRISTmas! 

Lord, I praise you for… 

The only sacrifice God accepts for our sin is the sacrifice that He has 
provided. God alone can supply that which will satisfy His holy demands. 
Nothing on the part of man can meet the Divine requirements of a 
righteous and holy God. God did what sinful man can never do—God 
supplied the perfect Lamb for the substitutionary atoning sacrifice for sin 
(Isaiah. 53:6-7). The claims of Divine holiness and justice were perfectly 
met in the atoning death of Jesus Christ. 

Abraham's near sacrifice of his son Isaac was a prophecy of the actual 
sacrifice by God of His Son, Jesus Christ. Mount Moriah was the same 
spot later called Calvary. 

(continued) 

December 25 
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